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v GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor Alexander George Rouert 
Bulwer-Lytton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., G.C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Maiitar, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwun, Vice-President, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

, 5. Excluded Areas. 

(>. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Sir Ai»d-ur-Raiiim, Kt., in charge of the following port- 
folios : — 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3. Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Legislative. 

(i. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. Stephenson, C.S.I., C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, C.I.E., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subjects. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


MINISTERS. 

TheHon’ble Sir Surendra Natii Banerjea, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — 

Local Self-Government and Public Health. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolio : — 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawau Alt Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.E., in charge of the following portfolios: — 

Agriculture and Public Works. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton, C.I.E. 

Deputy-President. 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 


Secretary to the Council — C. Tindall, C.I.E. , I.C.S. 
Deputy Secretary — A. M. Hutchison. 

Assistant Secretary the Council. — K. N. Mazcmdar. 
Registrar to the Council— J. W. McKay. 




Bengal legislative council. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS.* 

A 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dbone. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Rajshahi South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bnkarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Rati Uddin [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Mr. M. [Fnridpur South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).]. 

Ali, Maulvi Syed M^ksood. [Barracki>ore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr. Syed Erfan. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. [24-Pargana.s Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Amir. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

B 

Band, Mr. (R. N. (Indian Jute Mills Association. ) 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Parganas 
Municipal (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Banerjee, Dr. Piamatha Nath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. [Birbhum ( Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Pancbanan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — Labour- 
ing Classes.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chsudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
Adan}.] / 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpakum (Muham- 
madan).] Jf 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas RurJR^orth (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-ift4j(inmadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Ohoudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rahmatjan. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakurganj North (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. (Expert, Nominated.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Colvin, Mr. G. L. (Bengal ('ham her of Commerce.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Currie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

% 

D 

Baa, Balm Bhismadev. (Nominated Non-official — Depressed (’lasses.) 
Bas, Mr. S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

De, Rai Bahadur Fanindralal. [Ilooghly cum Ilowrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Deare, Major-General B. II. (Nominated Official.) 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

I)ey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald,* the JTon’ble Mr. J. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridlmn. [Calcutta North Central (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Dutta, Bajbu Annada Charan. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

E 

Emerson, Mr. T. (Nominated Official.) 

F 

^Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
French, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 
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* # 
Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ghose, Mr. D. ^ [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahaj|hr Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta University.) 
Goode, Mr. (Nominated Official.) 


Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. (Nominated Official.) 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad ( Muhammadan ).J 
Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwan Division -North (Muham- 
madan).] 


J 

# 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. [Bakarganj, South (Muhammadan).] 

Khaitan, Babu Devi Prosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Law, Raja Reahee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon'ble. (Member, Execu- 
tive Council.) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 
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# 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Ndn- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Muir, Mr. It. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
mudan).] 

Muklierji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official — The Indian 
Christian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


N. 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Muulvi Md. Abdul Tubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 4 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. 

Poddar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Prentice, Mr. W. I). R. (Nominated Official.) 

R 

Raheem,'Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd : ur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur, [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Municipal 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Ray Clmudhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 
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Ray Chaudhuri. Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — 
* Labouring classes.) 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan )*| 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshuunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. G. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bliusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lai it Mohan Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan). | 

8 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. |dessore North ( MuhaminadaiO . ) 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarknr, Babu Rishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan). 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadaih). 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Mr. 11. L. (Meml>er, Executive Council.) 
Stuart-Williams, Mr. S. C. (Nominated official.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardv, Dr. Iiassan. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 


T 

Travers, Mr. W. L. [Rajshahi (European).] 


V. 


Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Eleventh Session.) 

VOLUME XI — No. i. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 24th January, 1923, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 102 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. F. E. E. V illiers. 


Appointment of Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the HoiPWe Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Gentlemen 
or the Council, — In accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules, the following members are nominated 
to form a panel of four chairmen : — 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. R. H. L. Langford James, 

Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Council in 
my absenoe or in the absence of the Deputy-President. 
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DEATH OF COUNCIL MEMBERS. 


[24th Jah. 


9 

Death of preeent and poet members of Coupoil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — It “has been the 
practice to make reference from the chair to the losses sustained by 
this Council in the death of present and past members. Since the last 
meeting, the list has been unusually heavy. On this occasion, the 
first name that demands notice is that of our late friend and colleague, 
Rai Rad ha Charan Pal Bahadur, who died on the 9th December at the 
uge of 57. He was, as we know, the only son of the late Rai Kristo Das 
Pal Bahadur and was a Municipal Commissioner for a great number of 
years, worthily following in his father’s footsteps as an energetic 
and indej>endent representative of the ratepayers of the Corporation. 
He represented the Corporation in the Council during the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of Sir Andrew Fraser in 1900 — 08, and again in 1908-09 
during the Lieutenant-Governorship of Sir Edward Baker. He 
returned to the Council in 1912 and served until 1915, and again during 
1910* — 20 during the Governorships of Lord Carmichael and Lord Ronald- 
shay, as the representative of the Ward Commissioners of the Corpora- 
tion. From 1921, he represented a Calcutta constituency on this 
Council. He was also on the Board of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
since 1912, was connected with a large number of public institutions 
and helped largely in propaganda work for the raising of war loans. 
I think we may justly describe him as the public orator of the Corpora- 
tion and he was certainly a very great authority on all municipal affairs. 
He took the greatest possible interest in the discussions on the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill in the Select Committee, of which he was a member; 
and he was present, as usual, at the meeting of the Select Committee 
in the Town Hall on the morning of December, the 8th, and attended 
the Corporation meeting on that afternoon. He was suddenly taken ill 
and hip death resulted froifi heart-failure on the following day. He 
died literally in harness. The Presidency has lost a devoted and hard- 
working public man; and 1 think I may say that every member of the 
Corporation has lost a friend — a loss which they can very ill spare. I 
remember well the cordial and hearty welcome he extended to me on 
the first occasion that I took the chair, and it was a real pleasure to 
me to renew acquaintance with one whom I had known for nearly a 
quarter of a century ago. I personally feel his loss very acutely. 

We have* also to mourn the death of the veteran Raja Peary Mohan 
Mukherji who died not many days ago at the age of 82. He was nomi- 
nated to the Bengal Council as long ago as December, 1879, and 
remained a memlier of the Council until 1881. He then served on the 
Vice oy’s Legislative Council where lie took the place of Rai Kristo 
Das Pal Bahadur. In 1907 he was again nominated to the Bengal 
Council, upon this occasion &vS a representative of the British Indian 
Association. Qf that body he was the President for many years an<i 
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was recognized ^as an authority upon all zamindari questions. The 
titlfc of Raja and the distinction of Companion of the Star of India 
were conferred* upon him in 1887. He again is one whose loss will be 
mourned by a great many members^of the Council and, if 1 may say, 
he was also one whom 1 was privileged to call a personal friend. We 
greatly regret his lo>s but we rejoice to think that the life which came 
to a close was so full of public service in every capacity. 

We have next to chronicle the death of Babu Ambika Charan 
Majumdar who died on the 29th December, 1922, at the age of 72. 
He was Chairman of the Earidpur municipality and Vice-Chairman of 
the district board for a number of years and represented the district 
boards of the Dacca division in this Council during the Lieulenaut- 
Governorship of Sir Andrew' Fraser in 1904 — 00. During the Governor- 
ships of Lord Carmichael and Lord Ronaldslmy he represented the 
municipalities of the Dacca division in the Council in 1916 — 19, whew 
he had to vacate his seat owing to ill-health. He retired five years ago 
from the public life of Bengal, au<R I remember that not many days 
after I landed in this country I received from him a most pathetic letter 
of welcome written from his sick bed which I value extremely. He 
w r as, if I may say so, one of the leaders pre-eminently, of public opinion 
in Bengal and 1 think there was hardly a public movement during— 
shall I say — almost half a century in which he did not take a leading 
and strenuous part. 

Raja Kishori Lai (loswami, who died on the 5th January at the age 
of 57. was a member of this Council in 1910 when he represented the 
municipalities of the Burdwan division. He was immediately after- 
wards a pointed a member of the Executive Council during the Lieu- 
tenant-Governorship of Sir Edward Baker, and continued in that post 
until 1912. He was Chairman of the Seramj>ore municijmlity for a 
number of years and by a strange and sad coincidence he was about 
to sail* for England where his younger son is being educated, when 
he died of heart-failure. He was created a Raja in 1910. 

The last name in the list is that of Sir Charles Kesteven, who was 
Solicitor to the Government of India and subsequently Solicitor to the 
Government of Bengal, an appointment he held up to the time of his 
death. When the Amusements Tax Bill was under discussion in the 
Council, he was nominated an expert member and he largely assisted 
the Government in connection with the provisions regarding betting 
on the race-course. 

The Council will, in accordance with precedent, permit me to make 
these references to their deaths. It is quite clear that we cannot allow 
the deaths of so many distinguished men to pass without some sort of 
notice. The Council will rise as a toketo of their respect t q the memory 
of the deceased. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Starred Questions 


[24th Jan. 


(to wtiioh oral answers were given). * 

Travelling expenses of officers of the Education Department in Pabna. 

•I. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the amounts drawn as travelling allowance by the 
officers of the Department in the district of Pabna, now below the rank 
of Deputy Inspector of Schools, for the period from 1918-19 to 1922 (up 
to 31st October, 1922), noting the annual salary of each such officer? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon f hle Mr. P. C. Mitter): The member is referred to the answer to 
unstarred question No. 8 put by him at this meeting. 


8ohemes of primary education submitted by local bodies. 

•II. 8HAH8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the schemes of primary education submitted by the local bodies 
in the district of Pabna and other districts of Bengal, each 
year, during the years 1919 — 22; and 

(it) the amounts of Government aid granted in each instance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C v MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8 put by him at this meeting. 


Officers of the Pabna district getting revised salaries sinoe 1919. 

Mil. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’blei thd 
Member 'in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing,, department by department, for the district 
of Pabna — * 

(t) the names of the officers who have received revised increased 
rates of salary sanctioned since 1919, together with the 
average percentage of increase; 

(«) the dates from which these rates have been given effect to; 
and 

(tti) the present salary drawn in each case? 
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MEMBER' in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’Me 
Mr. J. OhN): (t) to (in) The labour involved in the collection of 
this information is altogether disproportionate to ita value, and Govern- 
ment are not prepared to undertake it. 

Communal representation on oertain services. 

•IV. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the IWble the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately the number of deputy 
magistrates, sub-deputy collectors, excise superintendents, excise inspec- 
tors, deputy superintendents of jndice, sub-registrars, sub-inspectors of 
police, and excise sub-ins{K»etors appointed from the different communi- 
ties of Bengal during the years 1021 and 1922? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the Civil 
List, from which most of this information can be ascertained. 


Appointments in the Police Department. 

•V. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of apjx>intments in the Police 
Department in Bengal under the following heads: — 

(t) Deputy 1 inspect ors-General; 

(it) Superintendents of Police; 

(ni) Assistant Superintendents of Police; 

(iv) Deputy Superintendents of Police; 

(r) Inspectors of Police; 

(vi) Sub-Inspectors of Police; 

(r?i) Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police; 

(viv) Literate Constables; and 
(xi) Illiterate Constables ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The information is con- 
tained in statement D of the Annual Reports on the Bengal and Calcutta 
Police, copies of which may be consulted in the Council Library. 


Muhammadan Subdivisions! Officers. 

•VI. Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(t) how many aubdivisional charge* them are in Bengal; 
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(ii) how many of these charges are held by — 

(1) Hindu deputy collectors, 

(2) Muhammadan deputy collectors, 

(3) Christian deputy collectors, 

(4) Civilian officers under training; 

(in) what is the total number of deputy collectors in the cadre; 

(iv) how many of them are Muhammadans; and 

(v) how many of the Muhammadan deputy collectors have put in 

service for ten years and more? 

(h) Is it a fact that the holding of the charge of a subdivision is 
considered as promotion and is also taken into consideration in the matter 
of further promotion of deputy collectors? 

( c) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number of Muhammadan subdivisional officers in proportion to the 
strength of the Muhammadan officers in the cadre? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) (i) 89. 

(H)(1) 59; (2) 9; (3) 8; (4) 13. 

(m) 321. 

(iv) 75. 

•( v ) 46. 

(b) Appointment to a subdivision is generally desired by members 
of the Bengal Civil Service and is regarded as affording a wider opj>or- 
tunity for attracting the notice of Government. 

(c) The desirability of appointing Mjuhammadan officers to sub- 
divisions in certain districts is kept in mind, but the ap;>ointments must 
necessarily be made on othej considerations than numerical percentages. 


Outbreak of diseases in flood-affected areas of North Bengal. 

•VII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state — * 

(i) whether any diseases have broken out in the areas affected by 
the recent flood in North Bengal ; 

(u) whether any measures have been taken by the Government in 

this direction ; 

(n't) whether the Government, have supplied the medical staff on 
duty with medicine and other necessary materials; 

(ip) whether any deaths from disease have taken place after the 
flood ; and 

( v ) what diseases are prevalent in the area affected? 
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# MINISTERS iv» charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hoit’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (i) The 

answer is in the negative. 

(it) All precautions are being taken in conjunction with the district 
boards concerned. 

(tii) Medicines and disinfectants and other requisites as were imme- 
diately available were sent to the local authorities. Cinchona febrifuge 
tablets have also been supplied. 

(ir) and (r) The deaths that have occurred after the flood cannot 
be well attributed to the flood. A statement is laid on the table show- 
ing the reported attacks and deaths in the affected areas, thana by thana, 
from different diseases. It appears that the incidence of disease is at 
present rather below the normal. 



Statement referred to tn the reply to clauses (iv) and (v) of starred quest, on So. VII showing, thana by thana, the 
epor a ac s and deaths from cholerp, small-pox and influenza m the districts of Bajshahi, Bogra and Pabna. 
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Influent* reported from no thana of the abore districts. 
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Natural slope* within the railway area in North Bengal.. 

•VIII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state the 
directions in which natural slopes lie within the area covered by the rail- 
way lines from Ishurdi to Santahnr and from Santahar to Bogra and 
Bonarpara and from Ishurdi to Sirajganj ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the part covered by these lines on the stations 
noted above is regarded by the people as a sort of catchment area ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Direction of 
the natural slope of the country from Ishurdi to Santahar is generally 
north-west to south-east; Santahar to Bogra, north to south; Bogra to 
Bonarpara, west to cast; Ishurdi to Sirajganj, generally north-west to 
south-east. 

(b) Government has no information. 


Damodar flood and the Garerghat-Khanakul road. 

•IX. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Dou ble the 

Minister in chaige of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment aware that the road from Gareighat to Khanakul, especially 
the section up to Kajhnti, in the distric t of Hooghly, has been washed 
away by a flood of the Damodar? 

(b) If so, what steps aie the Government taking in the mutter. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (<*) Government 
have no information. 

(b) Fuller section 78 of the I/ocal Self-Government Act, it is the 
duty of eveiv district board to provide for and maintain roads, bridges, 
etc., for diioctly improving local communications. Government, there- 
fore, do not piopose to interfere in the matter, but have forwarded a 
copy of the question to the district board concerned for necessary action. 


Imposition of a polioe rata in Calcutta. 

•X. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government are taking for the imposition of a police rate in 
Calcutta P 

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Btepheneon): The question is one of very great importance 
which Government is still examining. 



Itf QUESTIONS. 124th Jaj*. 

CranU-in-aid to European and Indian high aohool* at Vharagpur. 

•XI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the annual grants-in-aid to the European school and to the 
Indian high school at Kharagpur during the last three years; 
(iV) the amount of non-recurring grants-in-aad given up to this 
time to the two schools ; and 

(tii) the number and nationalities of the students and the total 
income in each of these two schools each year during the 
last three years ? 

(b) Are these two schools affiliated to the University of Calcutta ? 
If not, why not Y 

(c) Is there any distinction in the courses of these two schools? 

(d) If so, what are the points of distinction? 

(<•) How much and what proportion of the total income of the Indian 
school was spent in purchasing books for the library each year during 
the last three years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The Indian high school at Kharagpur is recognized by the 
Calcutta University. The European school is not. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) One follows the matriculation course of Calcutta University and 
has technical and commercial classes attached to it; the other works 
under the European schopls course and prepares candidates for the 
Cambridge Local Examinations. 

(c) The information is incorporated in the statement prepared in 
accordance with clause ( a ) (t), (it) and (iii) above. 



Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) (i), (it) and (tit) and ( e ) *0 starred question No . JT/. 
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I 

Statement referred to in the statement to starred questiorjNo. XI ( a)(iii) t 
showing the number and nationalities of the pupils of the * 
Indian High School , Kharagpur . 


1919-20— 

Bengali 
Beharis 
Oriyas 
Punjabis 
U. P. 

Gujratees 

Marhattas 

Nepalese 

C. P. and Nagpuris 
Marwaris 
Hyderabad 
Madrassees 


147 

27 
2 

71 

59 

4 

28 

1 

65 

5 
3 

97 


1920-21— 

Hindus 

Sikhs 

Muhammadans 

Christians 

.lews 


509 


... 391 
... 52 

... 68 
8 

1 


520 

1921-22— 

Bengalis ... ... ... 173 

Beharis ... ... ... 17 

Punjabis ... ... ... 79 

U. P. ... ... ... 80 

Gujratees ... ... ... 4 

'Rajputs ... ... ... 4 

Marhattas ... ... ... 20 

Nepalese ... ... ... 1 

G. P. and Nagpuris ... ... 71 

Madrassees ... ... ... 102 

Kasmiris ... ... ... 6 

Oriyas ... ... ... 1 
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Bigamy oases in Pahna and Tippera* 

1. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision in the districts of Tipperu and Palma from 1918 
to 1921 ; and 

(it) the number of convictions in each of those years? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): As the possible utility of the figures asked for is 
incommensurate with the labour involved in compiling them, the Gov- 
ernment do not consider that they would be justified in undertaking 
the work. 


Number of suits, criminal oases, and appeals in Pabna. 

2. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of suits — Civil suits and appeals and 
Criminal cases, motions and appeals — instituted and disposed of in the 
following courts of the district of Palma during the last three year# 
and the numbers still pending ; — 

A. — Pvhxa Saimr. 

/.- Civil suits and appeals. 

(a) In the Courts of — 

(t) District Judge, 

(«) Additional District Judge, 

(Hi) 1st Subordinate Judge, 

(it?) 2nd Subordinate Judge, 

(r) 1st Munsif, 

(vi) 2nd Munsif, 

(vii) 3rd Munsif, and 
(v iii) 4th Munsif, 

respectively ; 
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(b) In the Courts of — 

( i ) Sessions Judge, 

(it) Additional Sessions Judge, 

(tit)' District Magistrate, 

(iv) Sadar Subdi visional Officer, 

(v) 2nd Officer, and 

(vi) other Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates, 
respectively ; 


B. — SlRAJGANJ SUBDIVISION. 

1. — Civil suits. 


(a) In the Courts of the — 

(i) 1st Munsif, 

(if) 2nd Munsif, and 
(m) 3rd Munsif, 

respectively ; 


11. — Criminal cases. 

(b) In the Courts of the — 

(i) Subdi visional Officer, 

(it) 2nd Officer, and 

(iit) other Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates, 

* 

respectively ? 

m 

The Hobble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Suits by landlords against their tenants for outting down trees. 

3. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, and 
separately, the number of cases — 

(i) civil, and 
(ti) criminal, 
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brought againA raiyats or holders of occupancy rights Presi- 

dency during thS last three years by landlords for cutting down trees? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Mahvajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

The labour involved in obtaining this information is incommensurate 
with its value. 


Transfer of oases from the flies of 8ubdivisional Offioers of Pafena. 

4. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of cases transferred from' the file of the 
Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, and the Subdivisional Officer of 
Sirajganj during the years 1919-20, 1920-21, and 1922 indicating in 
each such case the reason assigned for the transfer? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Honorary magistrates in Pabna. 

5. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the j>criod from 191G — 21 and for 
each of the subdivisions of the district of Pabna — 

(t) the number of honorary magistrates from the following com- 
munities — 

(a) Muhammadans, 

(b) Christians, 

(c) high class Hindus, and 

(d) low class Hindus, 

(it) the number of cases tried by each of them; and 
(in) the amount drawn as travelling allowances by each of them? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do, not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 
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Diet money for witnesses in suits in Tippera end Pabna. 

6. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on tke table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the {otul amount of deposit of the diet money for witnesses in 

suits in the Tippera and Pabna districts with Government, 
year by year, since the passing of the new rules till 1922; and 

(ii) the total amount of deposit of such diet money at — 

(n) Corailla Sadar, 

{b) Brahmanharia, 

(c) Chandpur, and 

(d) Sirajganj, 

subdivisions, respectively, year by year, during the last three 
years ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Pleaders and mukhtears in Tippera and Pabna. 

7. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge «? the Judicial Department be pleased to state for the years 
1918 — 22 and for the districts of Pabna and Tippera — 

(?) tL number of Government pleaders and mukhtears in each sub- 
division ; 

(if) the amount of fees granted to each of them and the amount of 
fees received In* them yearly; and 

(Hi) the number of successful and unsuccessful eases conducted by 
each P 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justifiecT in undertaking the work. 

8oboote and softool-going population of Pabna and Tippera. 

8. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number of lower primary, upper primary and middle English 
schools in each subdivision of the districts of Tippera and 
Pabna for the last five years ; and 
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(ii) the rat|o of increase of the school-going population in the 
' above areas P 

The Hon’ble Mf. P. C. MITTER! (i) and (ii) The information is 
not available and its value, were it collected, would not be commensurate 
with the expense and labour which its collection would in\olve. 


Number of primary and middle schools in Palma and Tippera. 

9. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of {n) primary, (b) middle vernacular, 

(c) middle English, and {(J) secondary higif schools in the 
districts of Tippera and Pabnu ; and 

(ii) the total number of schools of each kind maintained by (r/) 
Government, (b) local bodies, (c) grunts-iu-aid, and 

( d ) private effort? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 


Number of schools in Pabna managed by Muhammadans. 

10. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number of middle English, upper primary and lower prim- 

ary schools in the district of Pabna; 

(ii) the total number of "Muhammadan students in the district, and 

the number of such students in each of those schools; 

(uY) the names of those schools which are managed mainly by 
Muhammadans with or without grants-in-aid from the Gov- 
ernment and the district board ; and 
(iv) the amount of monthly grants received by each? 

The Hon’ble Mr* P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Number of sohoots for girts in Pabna and Tippera. 

11. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will tbe Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
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the table a statement showing, year by year, for the jferiod from 1916 
to 1922, and separately, for each subdivision of the, districts of Pabna 
and Tippera — 

( i ) the number of lower and upper primary and other schools for 

girls; 

(ii) the number of pupils therein ; 

(in) the annual expenditure on these schools; and 

(iv) the qualifications and sex of the teachers of these schools? 


( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say what steps the 
Government are taking to encourage the employment of women teachers 
in these schools F 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs The member is referred to the 

answer to unstarred question No. 8. 


Details about primary sohools for boys and girls in Pabna. 

12. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to place on the 
table a statement, showing — 

(t) the total number of lower primary and upper primary schools 
for boys thut exist at present in the Sadar and Sirajganj sub- 
divisions, respectively, of the district of Pabna; 

(ii) the number of students receiving instructions in such schools; 
(in) their percentage to the total number of boys of school-going 
age; 

(iv) hpw many of such schools are entirely free; 

(v f aow many of them receive help from Government and the 
district board of Pabna and from the Pabna and Sirajganj 
municipalities, respectively ; » 

(vi) the amounts of such grants-in-aid ; 

(vii) the number of such schools exclusively for girls; 

(vni) the number of girls under instruction in those schools; 

(mf) their percentage to the total number of girls of school-going 
age; 

(x) whether there are any such schools free for girls; 

(xi) what special consideration do such schools, if any, as are 

referred to in (*) receive at the hands of Government; and 

(xii) what steps are the Government adopting to further the cause 

of elementary education for girls in the district of Pabna? 

The Hon’bto Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred the 

Bnpwer to unstarred question No. 6. 
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IS. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’Ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement for the financial year 1921-22 and for 1922 (up to Decem- 
ber) showing as regards the Pabna guru-training school — 

(i) the number of gurus who have received training; 

(if) the number of gurus who have completed their training; 

(m) the cost incurred in maintaining the school exclusive of the 
stipends paid to the gurus ; 

(iv) the total amount, paid to the gurus by way of stipends; 

(v) the cost of inspection, if any, of the guru-trainiug school; and 
(rt) the cost of inspection in connection with secondary education 
in the Pabna district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Tola, ntadrassas and maktabs in Pabna and Tippera. 

14. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) how many aided tols, madrassas and maktabs there are under 

the jurisdiction of each police-station of the Sadar and other 
subdivisions, respectively, in the districts of Tippera and 
Pabna ; 

(ii) how much does each of them get as aid every year; 

(*») how many schools are under the jurisdiction of zamindnrs; and 
(iv) how much does each of those referred to in (Hi) get as aid every 
year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Free end half-free studentships in Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera* 

15. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble tbe Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the amount of the total grant made last year and this year for 
free studentships and hfclf-free studentships for school 
students of the districts of Pabna, Tipper# and Noakhali ; 
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(ii) how many students, Muhammadans and others^otherwise quali- 
fied, were refused aid on account of the age-limit last year; 
and 

(Hi) what was the amount, if any, of the grant which remained 
unutilized for want of candidates within the prescribed age- 
limit ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 

answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Education charges of the Palma district board. 

16. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing year by year for the last three years — 

( i ) the inspection charges under the general head of education; and 

(ii) the charges for the maintenance and management of middle and 

primary schools ? 

(b) What was the actual expenses incurred by 1921-22 under each 
of the heads mentioned in (?) .and (it) by the district board of Pabna? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Primary Education in Tippera. 

17. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

V.,/ the number of primary schools in the district of Tippera; and 

(ii) the number of students in the said schools? 

(b) What steps are being taken to popularize primary education in 
the district P 

Th$ Hon’ble m. P. C. MITTER: (a) (i) and (ii) The memben is 
referred to the Chairman of the Tippera district board. 

(h) Government have hot singled out the Tippera district for any 
special steps. 

Conviction of British subjects with forged currency notes in 
Tripura 8tate. 

18. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware that some British 
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subjects were found *in the Tripura State to be in possession of some 
forged currency notes and were convicted? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that some of these 
persons are illiterate, but their guilty intention has been proved? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps to prevent the occurrence of such treatment of British subjects 
in future ? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson) : (a) and (b) This Government has no informa- 
tion. 

(c) No, Government fail to appreciate the necessity of taking steps 
to prevent the conviction of jmmsoiis whose guilty intention has been 
, proved. 


^Cultivators and Co-operative Societies in Pabna and Tippera. 

19. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the districts of 
Pabna and Tipj>era — 

(t) the number of real cultivating tenants who have become 
members of Co-ojierative Societies; 

(li) the amount of money they have subscribed; 

, (in) the number of members who are now' non-cultivators; und 

(iv) the amount of money they have subscribed? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cultivators can become members of those 
societies to the fund ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to uftte how many 
cultivators of the districts of Pabna and Tippera have Income members 
without borrowing money in the way referred to in (/>)? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Co-operative Societies in the districts of 
Pabna and Tippera are made instruments by money-Hnders for lend- 
ing their money at nearly 18 per cent, interest and for easy realization 
of their money to the detriment of raiyats? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Honfbte the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AN Chaudhurt, 
Khan Bthatfur): (a) to ( d) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information i e incommensurate with its value, 
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Travelling charges of Deputy Director of Agriculture, 

Rajshahi Circle. 

20. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 

in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing what sums have been drawn, 
by the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Kajshahi Circle, as travelling 
allowance, month by mfmth, since his appointment to the circle up to 
September, 1922? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. . % 


Agricultural Department, Pabna. 

21. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion bl the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the tour programmes of the District Agricultural Officer, 
Talma, for the months of May, dune, July, August and 
September last ; and 

(??) the amounts drawn by him as tour allowances in each of these 
months? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister also l>e pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the total amount spent on the Agricultural 
Department in the district of Palma, specifying the expenditure incurred 
during the years 19 HI to 1922 (up to September)? 

In • Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: ( 0 ) and (b) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 

Co-operative Societies in Pabna. 

22. ' SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay <m the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last five 
years for the district of Pabna — 

(?) the number of co-operative societies; 

(??) the number of inspectors and auditors employed for these 
societies ; 

{lit) the pay and travelling allowances drawn by each of these 
officers ; 

the amount of capital sunk in these societies; and 
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( v ) the an^mt of income derived from, and the amount of expendi- 
ture incurred on, these societies? 

The Hon’bfe the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 


Number of voters for several Legislatures in Bogra and Pabna. 

23. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ bit* the Member 
in charge of the Apjxjintment (Legislative) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(0 the number of non-Mulmmniaclan electors for the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council, the Legislative Assembly, and i ho Council of 
State, respectively, police-station by police-station, in the 
districts of Pabna and Bogra, and the percentage of voters, 
who attended at each of the centres during the last election ; 
and 

(?t) the number of Muhammadan voters for the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council, the Legislative Assembly, and the Council of 
State, respectively, ]K>li<se-stat ion by police-station, in the 
district of Pabna and the percentage of voters who attended 
at each of the centres during the last election? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT [LEGISLATIVE! 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : (?) and (it) To 
obtain the information desired would involve an expenditure of time 
and labour that in the opinion of Government would he incommensurate 
with the utility of the information. 


Voters for local Legislative Council for Bogra and Pabna. 

24. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) the number of — 

(a) Muhammadan, and 

(b) non-Muhammadan 

voters for the Bengal Legislative Council in each of the 
municipalities of the Pabna and Bogra districts and also in 
each of the police-stations of these two districts excluding 
^ the municipal areas ; 

( ii ) the number of — 

(а) Muhammadan, and' 

(б) non-Muhammadan 
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male population within the municipal a qps and police- 
stations (excluding the municipal areas) in each of these 
two districts ; and 
(Hi) the percentage of — 

(a) Muhammadan, and 

(b) non-Muhammadan 

voters to the total male population, municipalities by muni- 
cipalities, and police-stations by police-stations, in each of 
these two districts ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: To obtain the information 
desired would* involve an expenditure of time and labour that in the 
opinion of Government would be incommensurate with the utility of 
the information. 


Choked-up waterways in Bengal. 

25. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the choked-up waterways or silted-up rivers in the 
district of Pabna and other districts of Bengal that have been opened 
up during the last ten years ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN” The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. Government, therefore, regrets its 
inability to answer the question. 

Paddy in Pabna. 

26. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) what quantity of paddy was grown in the Sadar and Sirajganj 
subdivisions of the Pabna district during the period from 
1916 to 1921; 

(n) the quantity that was exported from the said district during 
, the said period ; 

(tii) what amount of paddy was imported into the district of Pabna 
during the said period ; and 

(tv) what amount of paddy is required for local consumption every 
year in the said district P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 
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Sites \ oooupanoy hoMings in Pabna ind Tippera. 

27. SHAH 8YEO EMDAOUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately the number of sales of occupancy hold- 
ings under the following heads in the districts of Tipj>cra and Pabna 
within the last five years, viz : — 

(t) voluntary sales by registered habalas; 

(it) sales in execution of mortgage decrees; 

(in) sales in execution of money decrees, and 
(iv) sales in execution of rent decrees P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAiJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It appears that all the questions 
of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq have been answered in one way. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a supplementary question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask how much money 
would l>e saved if these questions had not been printed in this listK 
(Laughter.) 


Income and expenditure for keeping separate aooounts of land 
revenue in Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera. 

28. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Honb’le the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing income and expenditure for the 
last five years in the districts of Tippera, Noakhali and Pabna on 
account of the separation of accounts for land revenue in the Colleeto- 
rates ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information " is 
incommensurate with its value. 

Cooperative banks in Chittagong, Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera* 

29* SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay jon the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of co-operative banks in the districts of Tippera, 
Pabna, Noakhali, and Chittagong; 
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(it) the amount of income derived from the percentage of dividends 
given and expenditure incurred on each of these banks each 
year during the last five years ; and 

(Hi) what is the amount of the — 

(a) total, and 

(b) subscribed, 

capital of each of these central co-operative banks? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 

North Bengal flood. 

30. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the -Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the districts with police-stations and the names 
of the villages within each such police-station, which have 
been affected by the last flood in North Bengal indicating 
the percentage of crops, houses and cattle destroyed; and 
(if) the number of persons who have either died or have been 
affected ? 

(b) What has been done by the officer of the Public Health Depart- 
ment in the matter of giving medical assistance to the persons affected? 

(c) What steps have l>een taken to prevent outbreaks of epidemics 
in the flood affected areas? 

(f/) How many days after the flood did the Hon’ble the Minister, 
the Director and other officers of the Public Health Department visit 
the u ' cted area ? 4 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing, police-station by police-station, the amount given 
by the Government as (i) gratuitous relief, and (it) agricultural loans 
to the affected districts? 

(/) If there was any delay in visiting the area by the officers referred 
to in (//), will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
therefor ? 

The * Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. (a) The statement below shows the replies which have 
already been given to the different parts of the question at the last 
meeting of the Council : — 

Where previously answered . 

(t) 77, 85(», 86 (a)(i) XXXIX(6)(t), XLV(vt), 79(a) (tt), 850), 
XXXIX(6)(ut), (tv) and (v), XLV(vtt) and (rtii), LXX(e). 
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<«) 79(a)(t%, 41(a), XLV(vtt), 79 («)(«), XXXIX(5)(t), XLV(w) and 

(*)• 

(4) and (c) 79(rf)(iu), 80(6)(t>i), 85(e). 

(d) LXII(ti), 134(ti) and (ir). 

(e) XXY(0 and (»i), 79 (d)(i), 80(6)(i), 85(c); XLVII(ir), XXV(i) 
and (n), XXXI(fl), 79(*/)(ir), 80(6)(n), 8f>(r/), 8G(tft) and (tv), XLVlI(»v). 

Details as to the floods in Pabna district were also supplied in answer 
to starred question No. LXXI at the last meeting. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


Areas under rice, sugarcane and ootton in Pabna, 

31. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’We the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the Pabna district and since 
the organization of the Agricultural Department under the Director 
of Agriculture — 

(0 the ]>ercentage of annual increase in areas under — 

(a) rice, 

(h) sugarcane, and 
(c) cotton; and 

(it) the yearly# variation in outturn per area of these crops? 

The Hon’ble the Hawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) and (n) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 


Excise in Pabna and Tippera. 

32. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of excise shops in the districts of Tippera and 
Pabna with the names of the places where they are situated; 
(u) the amount o'f income derived from each of these shops and the 
quantities of excisable articles sold during the last three 
years ; and 

(m) the amount spent each year oil the excise staff of the district 
during the last three years ? 

Thu Hon’ble the Ntwab 8AIYID MAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Klian Bahadur: (i), (ti) and (Hi) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 
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Thanu without telegraph office and uni one without loet office. 

33. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately for the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions 
of the Pabna district — 

(?) the names of the thanas which have got no telegraph office; and 
(u) the names of the unions in the jurisdiction in which there is no 
post office? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): The labour involved in the collection of this 
information is incommensurate with its value, and Government are 
not prepared to undertake it. 


Pees for mutation of names in Khas Mahal of Pabna. 

34. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state the amount of fees realized* by the authorities of the Khas 
Mahal department of l'abna on the value of the holding as a premium 
for the mutation of names of the transferees? ' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 


Loans for agricultural improvements in Pabna and elsewhere. 

35. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
lay on tlie table a statement showing, year by year, for the last three 
years — 

(i) the amount advanced as loans in the Sadar and Sirajganj sub- 
divisions, respectively, in the district of Pabna and in other 
districts of Bengal for agricultural improvements; and 
(«) how much of this amount has been recouped each year? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 
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Sate of JutftoV and non*ju«oiai stampi in NoakhaU, P*m and 

Tippw* 

M. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year, for the last five years — 

(t) the number of judicial and non-judicial stamps sold in the 

districts of Palma, Tippera and Noakhali; and 

(it) the amount of revenue realized from* the judicial and non- 
judicial stamps, respectively, in the district of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD. The labour involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is incommensurate with its value, aud 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 

8a!e of judicial and non-judicial stamps in Pabna and Tippera 
during April and May of 1921 and 1922. 

37. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately, the amount of revenue derived from 
the sale of (i) judicial stamps, and (it) non-judicial stamps in the 
districts of Tippera and Pabna during April and May of 1921 and 1922 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. «!. DONALD: The lalxrnr involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is incommensurate with its value, and 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 

Details of political off onoet in Pabna. 

38. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
separately the number of persons hitherto— 

(i) arrested, 

(u) sentenced, and 

(tit) released after being convicted and sentenced for political 
offences, 

in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions and in the rural magistracy of 
Shahazadpur, respectively, since the 17th November, 1921, to the 31st 
July, 1922 P 

(b) how many of these persons were tried and convicted at-* 

(t) Pabna, 

(it) Sirajganj, and 

(m) Shahazadpur, 
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under sections 17(J) end (2) of the Criminal Law jfmendment Act, 
sections 124A and 153A of the Indian Penal Code and Sections 107, 
108 and 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure? 

( c ) How paany cases were — 

(i) defended, and 

(it) undefended, 

within each of the aforesaid areas and what were the sentences passed 
in each case? 

( d ) For how many times, on what dates, for what purposes and by 
whom were injunctions under section 144 of the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure issued for ]>olitieal purjjoses within each of the aforesaid areas 
and up to what dates did these orders of injunction remain in force within 
these areas, respectively, and in each case? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state bow many 
boys under the age of 16 were — 

(■/) tried, and 

(n) convicted and sentenced, 
for political offences within each of the said areas? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (e) The informa- 
tion is not available and the labour involved in obtaining it is incom- 
mensurate with its value. 


Details as to cases under sections 107 and 108 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

39. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(f) how many persons within (a) Pabna Sadar, and ( b ) Sirajganj 
subdivisions, were ordered to execute bonds under sections 107 
and 108 of the Code of Criminal Procedure since the 17th 
November, 1021; and 

(it) how many of these persons, having refused to execute such 
bonds, had to undergo imprisonment under sections 107 and 
' 108, respectively ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (t) and (it) The informa- 
tion is nfft readily available and the labour involved in obtaining it is 
incommensurate with its value. 

Jute, cotton, rioe, end oil-seeds in Pabng end Tipper a. 

40. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last five years^— 

(i) what quantities of jute, cotton, rice and oil-seeds, respectively, 
were produced in the districts of Tippera and Pabna; and 
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(tt) what ^antity was exported from those districts? 

The HOft’bto Mr, J, DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion ,of this information is incommensurate with its value, and 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 


Pabna-Bogra Settlement. 

41. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the HoiThle the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of — 

(a) Indian Civil Service officers ; 

( b ) deputy collectors; 

(c) sub-deputy collectois; and 

( d ) kanungoes; 

employed in the Pabna-Bogra settlement; 

(ii) the number of circles and halkas in which these districts have 

been divided for the purjmse of settlement operations with 
the name of the officer in charge of each circle and each halka 
and the salary drawn at present by each of them; 

(tit) the work done by the Pabna-Bogra settlement since its com- 
mencement up to Hint (October, 1922; 

(iv) the average monthly cost incurred in the settlement operations; 

(v) the number and pay of assistant settlement officers employed 
in this settlement ; and 

( vi ) the names of the assistant settlement officers who are revenue 
officers ? 

The Hon’bte the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. Some of it will be found in the Civil 
List and* in the Annual Reports of the Settlement Department. 

Works of river improvement. 

42. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) what works of river improvement have been undertaken and 
completed in each division during the last five years; and 
(it) what dredging operations are now in progress in the rivers of 
Bengal? 
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The Hon' Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA ri\HADUR of 
BURDWAN* ( i ) The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. Government, therefore, regrets its 
inability to answer the question. 

(it) Dredging operation^ are being carried out at present in the 
Bidyadhari river, in the district of the 24-Parganas. 


Sale of properties in default of public demands in Pabna and Tippera. 

43. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the number and names and tauzi numbers of the proper- 
ties sold or put to sale in default of Government revenue and cesses, 
respectively, in the districts of Tippera and Pabna for the last three 
years and the number of proprietors on whose behalf the revenue was 
paid on the sale date? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
inquiries were made- about the circumstances under which the proprietors 
had failed to pay the Government revenue and the cesses? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the proprietors had failed to ]>av the revenue owing to diffi- 
culties of realizing rents from the tenants? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. (a) The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to the answer to the unstarred 
question No. 80(6 ) asked by Babu Jogendra Nath Roy at the meeting 
of the Legislative Council field on the 23rd August, 1922. 


Political prisoners in Pabna jail. 

44. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

( i ) how many persons convicted and sentenced for political offenoes 
bom — 

( i ) Pabna Sadar subdivision, 

(it) Sirajganj subdivision, and 
(Hi) Shaxadpur Rural Magistracy 

in the district of Pabna were lodged in the Pabna district 
jail, month by month, since the 17th November, 1921, up 
to tbe 31st July, 1922 ; 
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(t») the nafcies of those prisoners who were transferred from Pabna 
jail elsewhere, month by month, indicating the jails to 
which they were so transferred ; 

(nt) the names of the political prisoners who are still in the Pabna 
jail indicating the offences for which they have been con- 
victed and the dates of their release in each case; 

(tv) whether these political prisoners in the Pabna jail are allowed 
special privileges ; and 
(r) if so, what are these privileges? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the HofPble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : (?) to (in) The information is 
not available and the labour involved in obtaining it is incommensurate 
with its value. 

(11?) and (v) Such of these political prisoners, if any, who are classi- 
fied as special class prisoners enjoy the privileges given in the rules 
for special class prisoners of which a copy is laid on the Library table. 


Unpassed oompounders practising medicine in Pabna. 

45. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state, police-station by police-station, how many passed and un passed 
compounders are practising the profession of medicine and surgery in 
the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, respectively, in the district of 
Pabna ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
have no information. 


Gambling in Pabna. 

46. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that gambling is very prevalent amongst the people in 
certain parts of the district of Pabna ? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the Gambling Act to these parts of the district? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) and ( b ) Government 
have received no information to this effect. The Act is in force in the 
towns of Pabna and Sirajganj. 
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River stations of the Joint Steamer Compeiftas. 

47. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the number and names of the stations served by the Ganges 
Despatch Service steamers of the Joint Steamer Companies; 
and 

(it) which of these stations are provided with waiting rooms for 
male and female passengers, respectively? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said Companies have enhanced the rates of 
passenger fares ? 

(c) If so, when were they increased and what has been the propor- 
tion of increase on the former fares? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): (a) (t) The member is referred to the Time Table 
published by the Companies. 

(it), (b) and (r) Government have no information. 

Liquor shops in Pabna and Tippera. 

48. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of liquor shops in the districts of Pabna and 

Tippera, 

(it) the places where they are located, and 

(iii) the income derived from each of them each year during the 
last three years ? 

(b) Is it a fact that it has been found that the rules regulating the 
location of liquor shops have not been observed in practice in the districts 
of Pabna and Tippera and that as a matter of fact the rules have been 
broken in about 80 per cent, of the locations? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state?— 

(i) whether opinions are invited from the local boards regarding 
the location of liquor shops at the time of their establish- 
ment ; and 

(it) whether such opinions are given effect to? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value, 

(c)(i) Yes. 

(u) Yes, whenever prfpctioable, 
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Parsons dsstt With under section 144 (1), Crimino) Procedure Code, 
in Pabne. 

49. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the jn'isons dealt with under section 144(7) of 

the Criminal Procedure Code for political work in the Sadar 
and Sirajgnnj sulwii visions, respectively, in the district of 
Fabna; and 

(i i) the apprehended act or acts on their part, for which immediate 

prevention or speedy reined) was thought desirable in each 
case ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: (?) Government have no 
information as to individual (uses dealt with under section 144(7), 
Criminal Procedure l ode, in the districts. 

(n) Presumably the material facts of each case have been stated 
in the order issued and would, therefore, lie known to the jwrty on whom 
the order was served. The facts are not known to Government. 


River daeoities in Bengal. 

50. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department l>e pleased to lay on the t ilde 
a statement showing, year by year, since the introduction of the system 
of River Police — 

(i) the number of river daeoities committed in the Pabna and 
other districts of Bengal; 

(it) the number of such cases, district by district, which have been 
detected by the River Police; and 

(tit) the number of cases in which the River Police interfered on 
the spot and prevented the commission of daeoities and 
similar crimes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (i) to (u i) The member 
is referred io the answer given to unstarred question No. 174 at the 
Council meeting of the 4th July, 1921. 


Road-oees and Government revenue in the Pabne district. 

81. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL H*Q: Will the Hon'ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be plei sed 
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to state the total amounts collected in the district of^Pabna separately 
under heads — 

(i) road-cess, and 

(it) Government revenue during each of the last ten years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The member is referred to the Annual Reports of the 
Board of Revenue. 

Appointment of two retired officers as honorary magistrates of Palma. 

52. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a retired deputy superintendent of 

police and a retired inspector of police are now or were before 
appointed as honorary magistrates in Pabna; 

(ii) what were the special reasons which led to these appointments; 

and 

(Hi) how many cases were or have been tried by these magistrates 
yearly since their appointments? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) One retired deputy superin- 
tendent of police and one retired inspector of police were appointed as 
honorary magistrates of the Sadar Independent Bench, Pabna. The 
former was not recommended for reappointment on the expiry of 
the period of his appointment and the latter died. 

(ii) There were no special reasons. 

(Hi) Government d<* not feel justified in compiling the statistics 
as the labour involved will be incommensurate with its utility. 


Licenses for Are-arms in Pabna. 

53. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year, from the last 10 years and for the 
district of Pabna — 

It) the number of applications for licenses for fire-arms; and 
(ii) the number of such license® issued by the Government? 

Tbs Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEH80N: (i) and (it) The member 
is referred to the statement placed on the table in answer to the unstarred 
question asked by Babu Nalini Nath Roy at the Council meeting of 
4th July, 1921. 
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S4. SHAH SYED EMDAOUL HAQt Will the Hon’hle the Hem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year — 

(t) the expenditure incurred for the staff of the launch of the 
Superintendent of Police, Pabna, during 1918-19 to 1921-22; 
(it) the number of days on which the launch was used by the said 
officer during the said jieriod ; 

(in) the number of days on which the launch was used by the 
Collector of Pabna during the said period; and 
(tv) what w f as the cost of coal used in this steam launch during the 
last three years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (i) to (tv) The informa- 
tion on record gives the expenditure for the year 1920-21 and is con- 
tained in the answer to the unstarred question asked by Nawabzada 
K. M. Afzal, Khan Bahadur, at the Council meeting of the 4th July, 1921. 


Police strength in Pabna and Tippera. 

55. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the IWble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Depart mont be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately for the last three years — 

( 7 ) the total strength of the police force, i.e. t officers and con- 
stables, attached to each police-station in the districts of 
Pabna and Tippera; and 
(ti) the number of cases of — 

(a) dacoity ; 

(b) robbery; 

(r) murder; 

<//) culpable homicide ; 

(e) theft; 

(/) arson; 

(9) rape; 

(h) grievous hurt; and 

( i ) other cognizable offences 

reported from the area under each police-station in the said 
district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS The information on record 
is contained in statements D and 0 of the Annual Reports on the Police 
Administration, copies of which may be consulted in the Council Library. 
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Uniforms to dafodars and ohaukidars of Pabna and Tippers. 


06. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the cost 
incurred by each chaukidari union and union board in the districts 
of Tipipera and Pabna for supplying uniforms to its chaukidars and 
dafadars each year during the last six years P 

(b) How much have the Government contributed towards — 

(i) the pay of; and 

( ii ) the cost of supplying uniforms to the chaukidars and dafadars 

in the district of Tippera and Pabna, union by union, each 
year, during the last six years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N. (a) The number of dafa- 
dars and chaukidars in these districts is given in statement H of the 
Annual Report on the Police Administration. The cost of each uniform 
is laid down in rules 206 to 208 of the Chaukidari Manual. These 
publications may be consulted in the Council Library. 

(b) Government makes no contribution towards the pay and cost 
of uniforms of dafadars and chaukidars. 


Chaukidari tax in Pabna. 

57. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount realized annually as chaukidari tax, 
police-station by police-station, in the district of Pabna under the 
Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, within the last five years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The figures on record are 
for the whole district and not for individual police-stations. The 
member is referred to statement H of the Annual Reports on the Police 
Administration and to the statement placed on the table on the 29th 
August, 1921, in answer to a question by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy. 


Number of litigation oases in districts, where survey and settlement 
operations have oommenced or completed. 

58. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state in a tabular form the number of litigation cases, year by year, 
instituted in the district of Pabna and othef districts where survey and 
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settlement operations have oommenoed or completed from three years 
before the commencement of the survey and settlement operations up 
till now? 


TIM Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The member is referred to the reports of the High Court 
on the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice. 


Number of polioe in Pabne and Tippenu 

59. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on Jho table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last three years and for the 
districts of Pabua and Tippera — 

(t) the number of officers employed as — 

(a) circle inspectors, 

(b) sub-ins lectors, 

( c ) assistant sub-inspectors, and 

(d) constables; and 

(it) the amount drawn as pay and travelling allowances by each 
such class of officers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (t) The strength of the 

police force employed in these districts will be found in statements I) 
and G of the Annual Re{K>rts on the Police Administration. 

(ft) Government do not possess these detailed figures. 


Cases of murder in Pabne. 

60. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’bie the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last five years from date for the district 
of Pabna and for the rest of Bengal — 

(i) the number of cases of murder; 

(it) the number of lives lost in each case; and 

(Hi) the ultimate result of each case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (t) to (in) The informa- 
tion on record regarding cases of murder is contained in statements A 
and G of the Annual Reports on the Police Administration to which 
the member is referred. 
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Expenditure on police in Palma and Tippera. 


61. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( i ) the total cost incurred for the police in the districts of Pabna 
and Tippera in respect of their pay, deputation allowance, 
travelling allowance and office establishment for the years 
1905-06, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922; and 
(«) the total strength of the police in the districts under the follow- 
ing heads — 

( 1 ) deputy superintendents, 

(2) inspectors, 

(3) sub-inspectors, 

(4) assistant sub-inspectors, and 

(*5) constables? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay a statement on 
the table showing, year by year, for the last six years for the said 
districts — 

(?) the number of cases in which property was stolen ; 

(«) the number of cases in which property was recovered; 

(Hi) the percentage of the cases in which proiierty was recovered 
to the cases in which property was stolen ; 

(iv) the amount of property stolen; 

(v) the amount of projnsrty recovered ; and 

(vi) the percentage of the value of the property recovered to the 

value of the property stolen? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last six years for the said 
districts — 

(i) the number of cognizable crimes reported; * 

(id) the number that met with conviction ; and 
(m). number of cases which went undetected? 

The Hevt’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The member is referred to 
the statements appended to the Annual Reports on the Police 
Administration. 


Charitable dispensary at 8ujanagar. 

62. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of- the Department of Local Self-Government aware of 
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tibe great need for medical assistance existing in Sujauagar (Sador 
subdivision, Pabna district)? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Sujauagar is a rising 
port and is the headquarters of a police-station with a large Middle 
English School situated there? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of establish- 
ing a charitable dispensary at Sujauagar at an early dale? 


The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) and (b) 

The Minister has no information on these points. 

(c) No. The responsibility for establishing such a dispensary rests 
with the district board. 


Primary schools in Tippera and Pabna, 

63. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to stat«*~~- 

(?) at what rate monthly grants are made to primary schools in 
the districts of Tippera and Raima; and 
(it) whether there has been any dearth of applications for teacher- 
ships in primary schools from the better type of trained 
teachers in the districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (?) U rants to primary schools are 
made by locul bodies and the rates at which such grants are paid are 
fixed by those bodies in accordance with the allotments for education 
at their disposal. 

( ii ) The member is referred to the district boards and niunieijjeli- 
ties of the area to which this question refers. 


Alleged raising of subscriptions in oertain sub-registry offioes in Pabna. 

64. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble tbe 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 
(t) whether it is a fact that in some of the sub-registry offices in 
the district of Pabna certain fees or subscriptions are levied 
for every deed registeVed for the purpose of carrying on any 
local charitable work; 

(ii) under what law, rule or bye-law are such subscriptions realized; 

and 

(in) whether this is done with the approval of the Government? 
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(b) Is there any bar to raising such subscriptions for charitable pur- 
poses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (i) The practice of raising 
subscriptions at Sirajganj and Dhangora Sub-registry offices was 
stopped after the issue of Government Order No. 698 Mis., dated the 24th 
March, 1922. 

( ii ) There is no law, rule or bye-law sanctioning the levy of such 
subscriptions. 

(Hi) Government’s approval was not asked for nor given. 

(b) Although there is no legal bar to the raising of such subscrip- 
tion, it has been prohibited by Government for administrative reasons 
as it might easily lead to abuses. 


Travelling allowances of Deputy Commissioners of Excise. 

65. Nawahzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be pleased to state the average monthly travelling allowance 
drawn by Mr. 8. G. L. Platts, Mr. R. A. Stephen and Rai S. K. Raha 
Bahadur, during their tenures of office as Deputy Commissioners of 
Excise, after the creation of the Special Staff? 

(b) What is the average monthly travelling allowance of the pre- 
sent Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Khastgir, up to March, 1922? 

(c) Is it a fact that these officers were primarily intended for the 
inspection of the district offices, and to assist the District Officers with 
their expert advice — the supervision of the work of the Excise Intelli- 
gence Bureau being an additional charge? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
number of days spent on tour by these officers from 1916-17 to 1921-22 — 

(i) in connection with the inspection of the district offices; and 

(it) in connection with the supervision of the Special Excise Staff? 

(e) Will tB© Hon’ble the Minister also be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing trip by trip the number of tours made by 
the present Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Khastgir, since 1st April, 1921, 
mentionitfg — 

(t) the places visited specifying the places where there is a special 
staff and where there is none; 

(ii) the duration of halt at each place; 

(m) the number of days spent on tour; 

(iv) the distance covered ; and 

(<v) the travelling allowance drawn in efcch month? 
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(/) Were the tour programmes of this officer regularly submitted 
and the approval of the Excise Commissioner obtained before the 
journeys were undertaken? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Kheft Bahadur: (a) (1) Mr. S. G. L. Platts— Us. 140-12.0; (2) Mr. R. A. 
Stephen — Rs. 149-8-0 ; (3) Rai S. K. Raha Bahadur — Rs. 220*4-0. 

(b) Rs. 345-9-8. 

(c) This is not a fact. The supervision over the work of the Pro- 
vincial Excise Bureau is one of the primary duties of the Deputy Com- 
missioner (Preventive) at Calcutta, who is also in charge of the special 
establishment maintained to deal with smuggling by rail and river, 
and the co-ordination of preventive operations in the various districts. 

(d) The question does not arise. The touring in connection with the 
inspection of the district offices and in connection with other duties is 
intermixed. 

(r) (i) to (v) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(/) This is ordinarily done as in the case of other officers. 


Expenses in oonneotion with the first general election of members of 
reformed Bengal Legislative Council. 

66. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ron’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount spent by 
the Government for each district for the last general election of the 
members for the Bengal Legislative Council ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Two statements are laid on 
the table. 

The first shows under twelve heads the total cost incurred 
for the province in connection with the last general election of members 
for the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The second shows expenditure, district by district, in respect of the 
following major charges : — 

(1) Cost of erecting polling stations. 

(2) Cost of ballot boxes. 

(3) Cost of printing electoral rolls. 

It does not include the following items : — 

(I) cost of paper supplied to presses for the printing of ballot 
papers and for printing of electoral rolls, ( 2 ) sundry items of expendi- 
ture in respect of which Government possess provincial totals only and 



44 QUESTIONS. £24x^1 Jam. 

insufficient data to enable them to state the amount spent for each 
district. 


Statement 1 referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 66. 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 


(7) 

(8) 
(9) 
(10) 
( 11 ) 
( 12 ) 


Cost of erecting polling stations 
Cost of ballot boxes 
Cost of paper supplied to presses 
Cost of thumb impression pads 
Cost of printing electoral rolls including the 
final rolls for Calcutta 

Cost of special staff for preparing rolls for 
Calcutta including cost of printing draft 
rolls 


Bs.' A. r. 
23,051 5 0 
49,206 2 0 
38,976 6 0 
323 0 0 

1,62,195 9 11 


19,688 3 6 


Cost of special staff for the preparation of the 
electoral rolls 
Special staff for Howrah 

Special staff for the Income-tax Office, Calcutta 
Cost of the Reforms office 
Contingent expenditure in certain districts ... 
Honorarium to the Collectorate staff, 
24-Farganas 


222 4 3 
617 14 0 
744 0 0 
51,646 6 2 
2,845 0 3 

960 0 0 


Total ... 3,50,476 3 1 


Statement 11 referred to'in the reply to unstarred question .Vo. 66. 


Bakarganj 

Rs. A. P. 

... 20,465 3 2 

•Bankura 

2,031 12 4 

Birbhum 

5,636 13 4 

'Bogra 

3,456 15 9 

*Burdwan 

2,747 1 4 

Chittagong 

... 10,166 12 10 

Dacca 

... 21,237 14 9 

•Dinajpur 

2,245 0 0 

Faridpur 

6,835 9 2 

Hooghly 

... 10,495 7 4 


A Portion# of the electoral rolls of the district marked with *n asterisk were printed at 
the Mreral Settlement Presses end the expenditure on thi* aoeodut amounts to fit. 19^6*44. 
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Ra. 

A. 

P. 

Howrah 


... 13,608 

12 

6 

•Jalpaiguri 


818 

0 

4 

Jessore 


... 15,333 

15 

0 

•Khulna 


6,713 

2 

0 

*Malda 


1,372 

6 

4 

Midnapore 


... 11,538 

9^ 

0 

Murshidabad 


7,496 

1 

9 

Mvmensingh 


7,428 

8 

8 

Nadia 


... 12,588 

5 

2 

Noakhali 


6,782 

3 

0 

Pabna 


4,541 

15 

8 

•Rajshahi 


7,713 

* 6 

8 

•Rangpur 


3,647 

14 

8 

Tipi>era 


7,055 

5 

0 

24-Parganas 


... 25,971 

11 

7 

Calcutta 


... 28,555 

0 

3 


Total 

... 2,46,482 

14 

9 


JV. h.~ Portion* of the electoral rolls of the districts marked with an asterisk were printed at 
the several Settlement Presses and the expenditure on this account amount* to R*. ) 

Bhairab drainage soheme. 

67. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken for the carrying out of the Bhairab 
drainage scheme since the questions put on this matter in this Council? 

The Hoffble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Bhairab 
drainage scheme has been completed and is being examined in the 
Superintending Engineer’s office. 

In the meantime it has been suggested that the Bhairab river should 
be re-excavated from the Ganges to 24 miles above Khulna. 

Both schemes will be examined by Government before a final decision 
is made. 


Muhammadans in th# offfoe of the Inspsotross of Softools, 

Dboob Circle. 

tt. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he 
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pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of minis- 
terial officers under the Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle, and 
stating how many of them are Muhammadans? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
number of vacancies which occurred in the office during 1920*-22 and 
the number of Mussalmans appointed thereto? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any rule that all vacancies should be advertised in the newspapers 
or in the Calcutta Gazette f 

( d ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
of the vacancies referred to above were advertised? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
circular regarding the appointment of Mussalmans to the extent of 
33 per cent, is applicable to the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Dacca Circle? If so, is that rule at all observed there? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased today on the table a 
list of the candidates (Hindus and Muhammadans), for the vacancies 
above referred to with their qualifications, academic and special, and 
also the qualifications of the candidates who were appointed to fill up 
those vacancies P 

(<j) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the vacancy created by the death of the head clerk of the 
said office was not duly advertised and that an outsider with practically 
no office experience has been appointed although there were many com- 
petent Mussulman graduates as candidates for the same? 

(/i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
Mussulman mistresses and 4 teachers are employed under the Inspectress 
of Schools, Dacca Circle, and how many of them have been discharged 
during the year 1920 — 22 and why ? 

The Hott’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. % 

(6) There were two vacancies during 1920 — 22, one owing to the 
creation qf a temporary post and the other due to the death of the head 
clerk. The temporary post was filled by a Moslem candidate and the 
other had to be filled, for administrative reasons, by a Hindu clerk, 
who held a substantive appointment under the Education Department 
and for whom it became necessary to provide an appointment on the 
termination of the term of his deputation to the University of Dacca. 

(c) As suitable candidates for clerical appointments are always 
available it is not ordinarily necessary to incur the expense of advertising. 
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(d) The temporary post was filled after advertisement. The head 
clerk’s vacancy was not advertised. 

(«) Yes. Steps will be taken to increase the percentage of Muham- 
madans if suitable candidates are available. 

(/) €Vo statements of candidates are attached herewith. Reference 
is also invited to the reply to clauses (b) and (g). 

(g) It was not necessary to advertise the vacancy due to the death of 
the head clerk as it became necessary at that time to provide a Govern- 
ment servant on deputation to Dacca University, with a suitable appoint- 
ment. It is not true that the man api>oiuted to the vacancy “ is an 
outsider with practically no office experience." He entered Govern- 
ment service in 1912 and was a clerk in Dacca College He has ten 
years’ experience in clerical work and was always reported, a competent 
clerk. On the abolition of Dacca College, his substantive post was 
abolished and his services were placed temporarily under the Univer- 
sity of Dacca. There he was employed under the Director of Physical 
Education. As the post of Director of Physical Education was abolished, 
the University requested the Education Department to arrange for his 
reversion to British Service. A suitable vacancy occurred owing to 
the death of the head clerk iri the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Dacca Circle, and the clerk in question was appointed to it. 

(h) Three Muhammadan teachers are employed in Model Girls’ 
Schools. Two Moslem ladies were given temporary appointment# as 
School Mistresses but neither of them could be confirmed as they were 
uot considered fit for the posts. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 68, showing the number of ministerial officers under the 
Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle. 

(1) Babu Arun Chandra Roy, Office Superintendent, pay Rs. 100 

(class V, Subordinate Educational Service), 

(2) Babu Ramesh Chandra Ghosh, head clerk, pay Rs. 60 (class VII, 

Subordinate Educational Service). 

(3) Babu Kunjabehari Dutt, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 30 (class III, 

Lower Subordinate Educational Service). 

(4) Babu Abanimohan Datta Gupta, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 30 

• (outside the Graded Service). 

(5) Babu Amulya Chandra Das Gupta, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 26 

(outside the Graded Service) . 

(6) Maulvi Abul Khayer Muhammad Bazlur Rahman (Temporary), 

assistant clerk, pay Rs. 26 (outside the Graded Service). 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (J) of unstarred question 
No. 68 , shoxcing the candidates for the post of an additional clerk 
created for the office of the Inspectress of Schools , Dacca Circle , 
from September , 1920. 

« 

(1) Monomohan Bhattacherji — Appeared in the B.A. Examina- 

tion. Previous experience: Nil. 

(2) Jinnat All — Read up to B.A. Previous experience : Served as an 

officiating clerk in the Dacca Head Post Office. 

(3) Dhirendranath Mukherjee — Read up to B.A. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked as an Assistant Teacher in a High English 
School and now working as Head Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(4) Ananda Charan Mazumdar — (Read up to B.A.., Previous 

experience: Working as Head Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(6) Chandra Eanta Sarkar — Read up to B.A. Knows Shorthand 
and Typewriting. Previous experience: Nil. 

(6) Abdur Rashid— Passed the last B.A. Examination. Previous 

* experience: Nil. Recommended by Khan Bahadur Abdul 

Aziz, retired 2nd Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division. 

(7) N andalal Basak — Read up to B.A. Previous experience: 

Worked as Assistant Clerk in the office of the Inspectress 
of Schools, Eastern Bengal and Assam, for some time. 

(8) Fazlur Rahman — Read up to B.A. Previous experience : Worked 

as Assistant Teacher in High English Schools fqg some time. 
Recommended by Khan Bahadur Azam. 

(9) Md. Abdul Jalil— Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Work- 

ing as an Assistant Teacher in a High English School. 

(10) Promod Ranjan Barua — Re$d up to the First Year Class, and 

passed the Teachership Examination. Previous experience: 
Working as an Assistant Teacher. Served as correspondence 
clerk of the General Post Office, Aujab. 

(11) Abul Gous Kutubuddin — Read up to the First Year Class of 

the Jagannath College. Previous experience: Served as a 
* temporary clerk in the office of the Joint Registrar, Co- 
Operative Societies. Worked as an extra clerk in the Dacca 
Collectorate. Now a probationer in the Dacca Central 
Co-operative Bank. 

(12) Sayed Abdul Jabbar — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

Worked as Head Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(13) Bhagabati Charan Singh— Read up to I. A. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked as Head Master of a Middle English School. 
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( 14 ) Khowajali Mia — Read up to I. A. Previous experience : Worked 

as a clerk for some time in a High English School. 

(15) Kamdar Khan — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Nil. 

(16) A. H. Skamsul Islam— Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

* Nil. 

(17) Zakiuddin Khan — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Worked 

as a clerk in connection with the cyclone relief work and 
now working as clerk in the office of the Inspector of Schools, 
Dacca Division. 

(18) Gopal Chandra Munshi — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

Worked as Head Master of Middle English Schools and as a 
clerk in the office of the Bharat Insurance Company. 

(19) Bidhu Bhusan Dhar— Read up to l.A. Previous" experience : 

Working as Head Master of the Baniara Middle English 
School. 

(20) Satish Chandra Roy Chaudhuri — Read up to l.A. Knows 

Shorthand and Typewriting. Previous experience: Nil. 

(21) Abdur Rahman Mia — Read up to l.A. Previous experience: 

Worked as Second Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(22) Abdur Rahman — Read up to the First Year Class (l.A.). 

Previous experience : Worked as a clerk and Assistant 
Teacher for a few days in a High English School and now 
working as a clerk in the Sub-Registrar’s Office. 

(23) Shamsuddin Ahmed- Read up to l.A. and knows typewriting. 

Previous experience: Worked as Head Master of a Middle 
English School. 

(24) Jogendra Nath froswami — Read up to l.A. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked as Head Master of a Middle English School. 
Now working as an Assistant Teacher and clerk in a High 
School. 

(25) Nalini Kanta Bhattacharjee— Read up to l.A. Previous 

experience: Worked as Head Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(26) Rajani Kanta Dhar — Read up to l.A. Previous experience: 

Working as Head Master of a Middle English School. 

(27) Sukumar Das — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience: Worked for two months as a clerk in the 
Court of the Subdi visional Officer, Narayanganj. 

(28) Muzaffar Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as Head Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

(29) Md. Abdus Sobhan — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as an Assistant Teacher of a 
Junior Madrassa. 
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( 30 ) 

( 31 ) 

( 32 ) 

( 33 ) 

( 34 ) 

( 35 ) 

( 36 ) 

( 37 ) 

( 38 ) 

( 39 ) 

( 40 ) 

( 41 ) 

( 42 ) 
< 43 ) 

( 44 ) 

(46) 


[24th Jas. 


N. N. Moled A. Ghani — Passed the Matriculation Examination: 
knows Typewriting. Previous experience: Worked as Head 
Master of Middle English Schools. 

M. Abdul Aziz — Head up to the First Year Class (I.A.). Pre- 
vious experience: Working as clerk and teacher of a High 
English School. 

Fazley Ali Khan Majhi — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 
tion. Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Afsar Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Khada Noaz — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Worked as Head Master of a Middle 
English School. 

Radhaballav Basak — Passed the Matriculation Examination 
and the Typewriting Examination. Previous experience: 
Worked as an officiating clerk in the Bengal River Police 
Office, Narayanganj. 

Nathaniel S. Biswas — Passed the Matriculation Examination 
this year. Knows. Typewriting. Previous experience: 
Worked for three months as a Store-keeper. 

Sheikh Ahmad Ali Munshi — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 
tion. — Previous experience: Nil. 

Raj jab Ali Miah — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience : Nil. 

Kazi Ashan Ullah — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Nil. 

Belayet Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination and Type- 
writing Examination. Previous experience: Nil. 

Habibar Rahman — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Working as an Assistant Teacher of a 
Middle Madrassa. 

Md. Abdul Gani — Passed the Matriculation Examinatfon; 
knows Typewriting. Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Narul Islam — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Worked as Head Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

Md. Kala Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 
vious experience: Working as Head Master of a Middle 
English School. 

Tariful Islam — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 
vious experience: Working as an officiating clerk in the Dacca 
General Post Office. 
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(46) Md. Abdus Samad— Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as 2nd Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

(47) K. Md. Bakhat — Read up to the Matriculation. Knows Type- 

writing. Previous experience: Worked as an assistant 
clerk in the office of the Civil Surgeon and now temporary 
clerk in this office. 

(48) Mohini Mohan Ganguli — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Knows Typewriting and Shorthand. Previous experi- 
ence: Worked as Teacher in Middle English and High English 
Schools and some time as a clerk in the Hindu Hostel, 
Ramna. 

(49) Abdul Hamid Bhuiya — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Worked as a clerk in the Comilln Zilla 
School. / 

(50) Md. Ebrahim — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Worked 

for some time as Head Master of Junior Madrassa. 

(51) Idrak Das — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Knows 

Typewriting. Previous experience: Nil. 

(52) Dudh Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

experience: Working as u 2nd Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(53) Dewan Serajuddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Previous experience: Worked as a 2nd Master in 'a 
Middle English School and now working as a clerk in a 
High English School. 

(54) Nihar Ranjan Sen Gupta — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Previous experience: Nil. 

(55) Ashraf Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

experience: Nil. 

(56) Shyam Sundar Saha — Passed the I. A. Examination. Previous 

experience: Worked as clerk and copyist in the Deputy 
Magistrate’s Court for several months. 

(57) Nalini Kanta De — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as 2nd Master in a Middle 
English School. 

(58) Jamini Kanta Ghosh. — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Worked as 2nd Master of a Middle 
English School. 

(59) Priyanath Nascar — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Was an Auditor in the office of the 
Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Nagpur. 
Worked as a temporary accounts clerk in the office of the 
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Executive Engineer, Nagpur, and as a clerk in the office of 
the Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Calcutta. 

(60) Gyasuddin Ahmed. — Passed the B.A. Examination. Previous 
experience : Worked as Head Master of Middle English Schools 
and officiated for the clerk in a High English School. 

(6L) Kalimulla — Passed the B.A. Examination. Previous experi- 
ence: Worked for some time in the Dacca Commissioner’s 
office and as Teacher in some schools. Remarks: Appointed 
from 1st November, 1920. Resigned of his own accord 
from 6th February, 1921. One Muhammadan graduate was 
appointed in his place from 10th February, 1921, who is still 
serving here. 

(62) Akshov Kumar Ghosh — Passed the B.A. Examination. Pre- 

vious experience: Working as an Assistant Teacher in a 
High Pmglish School. 

(63) Sultan Bazid — Passed the B.A. Examination. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked for some time as a Teacher. 

(64) Md. Sofiruddin — Passed the I. A. Examination. Previous 

experience : Working as a Teacher in a High English School. 

(65) Sautosh Kumar Sen Gupta — Read up to I. A. Previous experi- 

ence: Nil. 

(66) Krishna Chandra De — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

Worked as a typist clerk in the office of the Superintendent 
of Police. 

(67) Md. Mustafa — Read up to T.A. Previous experience: Worked 

as officiating Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools. Worked as 
a clerk and typist in the offices of Mr. A. L. Godden, Narayan- 
ganj, Bengal River Police and Narayanganj Municipal Office. 

(68) Nasir IJddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Worked as a Secretary, Moslem Impe- 
rial Association, Dari Bhelanagore. 

(69) Md. Jonah Ali — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Worked 

as Head Master of a Middle English School. 

(70) Ganesh Lai Roy — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

* Temporarily worked as Excise Sub-Inspector and in the 

Land Registration Department. 

(71) Naxir Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

experience: Worked as 2nd Master in a Middle English 
School and as a clerk in the office of the Executive Engineer, 
Duars Road Division. 

(72) M. Ismail Khandakar — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Nil. 
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(73) Md. Abdur Rahman — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Nil. 

(74) Muhabot Ali Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Nil. 

(75) Md. Samin Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Worked as 2nd Master of one Middle 
English School and now a clerk in the Keraniganj High 
English School. 

(76) Banwarilal Chakravarti — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Previous experience : Nil. 

(77) Abdul Aziz Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience : Acted as a clerk in a High English School. 

(78) Nawab Ali Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience : Nil. 

(79) Md. Muksedali — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience : Nil. 

(80) Shahar Uddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Working as 2ml Master in a Middle 
English School. 

(81) Mahi Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

ex|>erience : Worked as a clerk in the Guu and Shell Factory, 
Cossipore. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (/) of unstarred question 
A r o. 68, shoiniuj the candidates for the post of head clerk in the 
office of the Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle. 

(1) Mofizuddin Ahmad — Passed the II. A. (Honours in English) and 

passed the Board qualifying examination at Dacca for 
appointments in the Upper Division of the Imperial Secre- 
tariat. Previous exjierience: Worked as Head Master, Ham- 
madia Madrassa, Dacca, for above two years and hud to run 
all the office w r ork there as a temporary assistant in the 
Commissioner’s office, Dacca. 

(2) Amiyansu Kumar Das Gupta — Passed the B.A. (Honours in 

English) and M.A. in English and as well equipp'd with 
the Degree of Bachelor of Teaching. Previous experience: 
Worked as Head Master of two High English Schools and 
as Assistant for six months in the Political Department of 
the Bengal Secretariat. Remarks: Appointed head clerk 
from the 21st August, 1922. 'Acting as Superintendent from 
the 7th October, 1922. 
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(3) Girish Chandra Das — Appeared at the I. A. Examination. 

Knows Typewriting. Previous experience: Served tempo- 
rarily for a year in the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, and also in the office of 
the Assistant Insf>ectress of Schools, 24-Parganas, Jessore 
and Khulna and Calcutta. 

(4) Muhammad Kharati — Matriculate and read up to I. A. Pre- 

vious experience : Nil. 

(5) J. It. Ghosh — Read up to l.Sc. standard. Knows Shorthand 

and Typewriting. Previous experience: Serving as a Short- 
hand-Typist as well as Tour Assistant in the office of Co-opera- 
tive Societies, Rajslmhi Division, Naogaou. 

(6) Monsurur Rahman — -Passed the B.A. Previous experience: 

Worked in the office of the Assam-Bengal Railway Company 
for some months as Subordinate Auditor and Clerk and now 
working in the Director of Agriculture’s office, Bengal. 


Dacca Madrassa. 

09. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of -the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what are the functions, jiowers and duties of the governing 
body of a college ; 

(tV) who is the final authority who appointxS a governing body; 

(iii) what principle is followed in the appointment of members; and 

(iv) what are the qualifications requisite of a member? 

(h) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is or was any governing body for the Dacca Intermediate Madrassa? 

(r) If so, who were the members for the sessions 1921-22, and 
1922-23, respectively? 

(<1) Wlmt, if any, important matters (appointment, transfer, leave, 
sanction of new posts, etc.) arose in connection with the affairs of the 
Dacca Intermediate Madrassa, during the period of the last 16 months. 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state who is respon- 
sible for the management of the affairs in the Dacca Madrassa and for 
bringing important matters to the notice of the governing body? 

(f) Is there any whole-time principal at the head of the Dacca 
Madrassa ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a)(i) For the functions, powers 
and duties of the governing bodies of Government colleges please see 
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rules uuder section III, sub-section A, of the Rules and Orders of the 
Education Department, a copy of which is laid on the Library table, but 
there are no rules defining the functions, powers and duties of the 
governing bodies of aided colleges. 

(n) Government in the case of a governing body of a Government 
college and the Director of Public Instruction in the case of the govern- 
ing body of an aided college. 

(ui) The principle observed in the npi>ointmeiit of the members of 
the governing body of a college is as follows: — 

Influential local men who take interest in the college are generally 
ap{M>inted as such, and under rule (>('/), Chapter XVI II of the Univer- 
sity Regulations, the leaching staff of the college is represented on the 
body. 

(ir) There are no rules regulating the qualifications 'of a member 
of the governing laxly of a college. 

(b) and (r) The Dacca Madrassa has not yet been raised to the 
status of an Islamic Intermediate College, but a governing lsnly for the 
Madrassa lias been appointed foi the academic year 1922-23 in Govern- 
ment notification No. 2of>2-Edn., dated tlx* 12th December, 1922. A 
copy of the notifications showing the names of the members for the 
sessions 1921-22 and 1922-23 is laid on the Library table. 

(//) No new post was cieated dining the ]>erind referred to. Leave 
was, however, granted (lining this ]>eriod to two officers and officiating 
arrangements were made in their places. One officer was transferred 
under the order of the Directoi of Public Instruction who also suggest- 
ed the officer who should take* his place. 

(c) The Principal, Dacca Madrassa, is primarily responsible for the 

management of the Madrassa and as secretary to the govern- 

ing body is also responsible for bringing imjxjrtant mutters to the notice 
of the governing body. 

(/) Yes. 

Messrs. Parrott and Fame!l f of “ Entally Riots ” case. 

70. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Political Department aware of the findings of the Sessions Couit, 
Alipore, in respect of the case, King Emperor rerxus Parrott and Parnell, 
in what is known as the “ Entally Riots ” case, resulting in the 
acquittal of the accused ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the learned Sessions Judge in his summing up 
characterised the prosecution as “ malicious,' ” saving that “ it should 
never have been made ” and that “ it should never have gone to his 
court ” ? 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of compensat- 
ing Messrs. Parrott and Farnell for the humiliation, agony of mind 
and pecuniary loss sustained as a result of the prosecution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes. 

( b ) No. 

(c) No. 

Anglo-Indians and 8mal| Causes Court Judgeships. 

71. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) With reference to the reply given on 
the 27th November, 1922, to unstarred question No. 120, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to give the date on which the last vacancies were filled? 

(b) Were the vacancies at all notified and were candidates invited 
to apply? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (a) 16th October, 1918; 23rd 
January, 1920; 29th October, 1920. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

Judicial and executive functions. 

72. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) With reference to the 
question of t lie separation of judicial and executive functions, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the examination of the scheme outlined in 
the report of the Committee has been completed? 

(b) When is it likely that the report and the scheme will be pub- 
lished ? 4 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No 

(b) The report has already been published. 

Subordinate Educational 8ervice. 

73. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to* lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of graduates in the list of English teachers of the 
Government schools; 

(it) the number of them who originally accepted posts in the 
Subordinate Educational Service; and 

(m) the number of the latter who will be in a position to reach 
the maximum of Rs. 200 in 25 years in the ordinary course P 
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(b) Is it a fact that many of the English teachers cannot rise auto- 
matically from Rs. 75 — 5 — 200, as is the case with the new recruits? 

(c) If so, what is the number? 

(d) Is it a fact that, under the new time-scale, some graduate 
teachers who originally entered into the Subordinate Educational Service 
are allowed to draw Rs. 110 a month at the end of 12 years’ service, 
whereas a new’ recruit will be allowed to draw Rs. 135 a month at the 
end of the same period of service, i.c. y 12 years? 

(e) Is it a fact that it has been admitted by the Reorganization 
Committee that the members of the Subordinate Educational Service have 
long been underpaid? 

(f) Will the Uon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the Government to take steps to see that 
these officers do not sustain thus monthly loss of Rs. 25 a month in 
comparison with new recruits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) Promotion to the higher scale not being automatic, no specific 
answer is possible. 

(r) In view of the answei to (h) the question does not arise. 

{d) Yes. The reason is obvious. The conditions of the graded 
Subordinate Educational Service regulated increments of pay previous 
to the reorganization, whereas the new recruits will get the advantage 
of the more liberal terms of the new’ scale. 

(r) In the opinion of the Reorganization Committee “ many officers 
belonging to the Subordinate Educational Service have long been 
underpaid.” 

(/) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 73, showing 
the number of graduate English teachers in the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

( i ) The number of graduates in the list of English teachers of the 
Government schools — 208. 

(u) The number of them who originally accepted posts in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service — 118. 

(iit) The number of the latter who will be in a position to reach the 
maximum of Rs. 200 in 25 veers in the ordinary course — 56. 

Dispensary at Narayanpur (Barraekpore). 

74. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to my unstarred question No. 135 asked at the meeting of the Council on 
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1st December, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart, 
ment of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the District 
Health Officer’s “ revised programme of dispensaries to be opened ” 
in the district of 24-Barganas “ in order of their urgency ” has been 
prepared ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the programme together with a copy of the district 
board’s resolution, if any, to give effect to the programme? 

(r) If no programme has yet been prepared, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the intention to give effect to 
the Sanitation Committee's proposal to establish a dispensary at Narayan- 
pur (in Barrack|H>re rural area), a proposal which was accepted by the 
district board at its meeting held on the 15th July, 1919? 

(d) Is it a fact that the district board is not in a position to give 
effect to the programme or pro]K>sal even after the realization of a 
large amount of cesses this year on account of the Magrahat drainage 
scheme? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of starting a dispensary at Narayanpur out of the grant 
provided for in the Supplementary Budget of the last July Session 
(under head 32, Scheme 19)? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

Yes. Government are informed that the District Health Officer has 
prejmred a programme but that it lias not yet been submitted to the 
District Board. Hence no copy can lx* placed on the table. 

(c) Government are informed that the District Health Officer, after 
considering the question of medical relief for the whole district, has 
recommended a subsidized* dispensary at Narayanpur, but his proposals 
have not yet been considered by the Board. 

( d ) Government have no information. 

(e) The question does not arise. * 

Rar HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI Is the, Hon’fcde the! 
Minister aware that a resolution was come to some time before by the 
24-Barganas district l>oard to establish a charitable dispensary at 
Narainpur? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No; I am not 

aware of it. 


Filtered water-supply to Barnagore municipality. 

75. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to the answers given on the 23rd August last to my unstarred questions 
Nos. 22 and 50, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the Calcutta 
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Corporation is in a position to supply the requisite quantity of filtered 
water for the remaining 22,000 souls of the Barnagore municipality 
which is situated at a very short distance from the overhead tank at 
Tallah ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Calcutta Corporation supplies far greater 
requirements of filtered water to other municipalities more remote than 
Barnagore P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Government 
are informed that at present about 4,000 people out of a population of 
20,000 obtain about 4 gallons of water a head per day from the Calcutta 
supply and that the Calcutta ( orporation are at present not in a ]M>sition 
to supply water to the remaining 22,000 residents of Barnagore. 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. The water is supplied under 
a long-standing arrangement made undei special eireumstinice.s. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state when and under what circumstances special 
arrangements for the supply of filtered water to the remoter uiuuici- 
pulities were made P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I want to have 
notice of this question. 

Tetulia-Sripur Khal and Madaripur Bil Route canal embankment. 

76. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hobble the Mem- 
l^r in charge oi the Depaitment of Irrigation l>e pleased to state 
whether tin* ]>eople of the tiopalgnnj subdivision of Faridpur uigcd in 
their addresses of welcome presented to the Hon’ble the Minister in 
(barge of Agriculture and Public Works at (iopalganj dining his last 
visit the iinjKwUuiee of excavating the Tetulia-Sripur Khal and own- 
ing more sluice gates iji the embankment on the south hank of the 
Madaripur Bil Route canal? 

(b) If so, what steps, if any. are being taken in the mutter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN :(a) Yes 

(b) The question of excavating the Tetulia-Sripur Khal and open- 
ing more sluice gates in the embankment on the south hank of the 
Madaripur Bil Route canal is under consideration of Government. 

Defalcations in the offioe of Commissioner of Excise. 

77. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(t) the total amount of defalcations in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Excise during tfie current year; 
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(ii) the steps that have been taken to compensate the Govern- 
ment for the loss ; 

(in) the name of the officer or officials during whose control such 

defalcations took place; and 

(io) the action the Government are proposing to take to prevent 

a recurrence of the same? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Klurn Bahadur: (i) There were no defalcations in the current year. 
There w T ere, however, some defalcations prior to July, 1921, and these 
are now under the consideration of Government. 

( ii) to (iv) The questions do not arise. 


Statements of certain police officers in the case of Sarat Chandra Dhar 
“ versus” 8ub-lnspector P. N. Mukharji of the Calcutta PoNoe. 

78. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lav on 
the table copies of the statements in writing which the following police 
officers made on the 8th March, 1922, in connection with the alleged 
assault on Sarat Chandra Dhar — 

(/) by the sub-inspector Provat 'Nath Mukharji in the lock-up of 
the Jorabagan thanu ou the 7th March, 1922; 

(ii) by the assistant sub-inspector Sarat Kumar Banerji; 

(in) by the constable Jhummar Kor; 

(iv) by the assistant sub-inspector Karunamay Mondol; and 

O’) by the assistant sub-inspector Mamizuddin Ahmed? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble tfie Member be pleased to state whether the 
aforesaid statements of the 8th March, 1922, of the said police officers 

„ were submitted to the Deputy Commisjyoner of Police, North Division, 
Calcutta, or forwarded to the Second Presidency Magistrate, when he 
had called for all the “ police papers ” on the Uth March, 1922? 

(c) If the statements were not submitted or forwarded, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the name of the officer respon- 
sible for this ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ hie the Member be pleased to state whether any 
fresh statements were taken from the aforesaid police officers on or about 
the 14th March, 1922, in connection with the aforesaid case? If so, why 
and by whom ? 

The HOft’bto Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (b) The statements are 
on the judicial record of the case and it is nott considered accessary to 
oall for copies of them. 
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(6) to ( d ) The statement of (i) was recorded on the 9th March by 
the Assistant Commissioner and was included in the police papers sub- 
mitted to the Deputy Commissioner and sent to the Magistrate. No 
statements by the others were on record, their examination having been 
verbal except No. (Hi) who had not been examined at all. When the 
Magistrate called for papers. Nos. (u), (/*•) and (r) were instructed by 
the Assistant Commissioner to give written statements. These were 
supplied by them about the 14th March and sent to the Magistrate. 
In July, sub-inspector Mofizuddin Ahmed produced in Court statements 
of Nos. (ii), (in), (iv) and (r) said to have been recorded by him on 
the 8th March. These alleged statements had not been shown to the 
Deputy Commissioner when he inquired on the 8th March and were not 
produced by the sub-inspector till July. Suitable notice has been taken 
by the Commissioner of the sub-inspector’ a conduct. 


Coonda Department of Calcutta Police. 

79. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ Me the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the “ Goonda Department” of the Calcutta Police was 
created ; 

(it) what is its present strength and cost; 

(iit) how many cases of “ Goondaism ” were dealt with by the 
Calcutta Police (C.I.I). and thanas) during the five years 
preceding the creation of the “Goonda Department”; and 
(ir) how* many cases of “ Goondaism ” have been dealt with by the 
“ Goonda Department ” since its creation and how many 
cases by the thanas? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: ( i ) The special staff to 
deal with goondaism was appointed on the 1st September, 1920. 

(ii) One Assistant Commissioner, one inspector, two Hub-insjiectors, 
two assistant sub-inspectors, one head constable and six constables. 
The yearly cost is Rs. 22,000. 

(Hi) “ Goondaism ” usually takes the form of robbery. The figures 
of reported cases of robbery are — 

1916 21 
1917 ... .. 22 
1918 - 26 

1919 ••• 45 

1920 •* 99 

1921 ' 149 
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( iv ) Complaints are reported at the police sections and are investi- 
gated by the section staff. In some cases the special staff assists; the 
bulk of its work is devoted to preventive measures, including the regis- 
tration of “ goondas,” and the compilation of detailed information as 
to their history and distribution. 


8ilting up of Chaktai khal. 

80. Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Has the attention of 
the Ilon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government l>ecn drawn to the prevalence of fever mostly malarious in 
the District of Chittagong? 

(ft) Has any investigation .been made tot ascertain the reasons 
for the deterioration of the climate of the district ? 

(c) Has it been considered whether the deterioration of the climate 
is partly due to the silting up of the Chaktai in the east of the fown 
and other natural drainage channels in the interior and also to the 
system of water-supply in the various parts of the district? 

( (l ) If so, what steps are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The 

mortality from “ fevers ” in the district of Chittagong in 1921 was 
practically the same as it was in 191(> and lower than in 1912, 1913, 
1914 and 1915. The mortality was the highest during 19LS and 1919 
probably on account of the influenza pandemic. Compared with the 
other districts of Chittagong division, viz., Noukhali and Tippera, the 
fever mortality in the Chittagong district is decidedly higher. 

From the dispensary returns it appears that in Chittagong town 
malaria has increased since*1920 and in certain tbanas, viz., Sitakund, 
Fatikehari, Pamora and Cox’s Bazar, since 1918-19. 

( b ) No malaria survey has been made in the Chittagong district 
and the Director of Public Health is at present unable to depute any 
of his regular staff for this work while the financial position does not 
permit the employment of an additional temporary establishment. 

(c) Government, have no information on this point and the causes 
of the incidence of malaria in the Chittugong district cannot be 
definitely $tated unless a detailed malaria survey is made. 

(d) Government are at present not in a position to undertake special 
measures for the abatement of malaria in the Chittagong district. 

Cholera in Bengal. 

81. tabu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
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pleased to lay on the table a statement, showing the number of cholera 
cases, that occurred in Bengal, during the five months from January to 
May, 1922, district by district, with special reference to the following — 
( i ) number of cholera cases; 

(it) number of deaths; 

(tit) number attended by — 

(а) Government doctors; 

(б) distiict board doctors; 

(iv) number of doctors sent out by Government — 

(a) to treat cholera cases; 

(b) on sanitary work for the prevention of cholera ; 

(i?) number of doctors sent out by the district boards — 

(a) to treat cholera cases; 

(b) on sanitary work for the prevention of cholera? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Two statements 
are laid on the table. No information is available with regard to 
clause (m) of the question. 
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Statement referred to m the reply to unstarred question No. 81 , showing 
the number of doctors sent out by Government and District Boards 
(a) to treat cholera cases and (b) on sanitary work for the preven- 
tion of cholera during five months from January to May, 1922 . 
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82. ^Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of thp Department of Finance be pleased to stale 
what was the amount provided in the budget for 1922-23 for the revi- 
sion of pay of the ministerial establishments? 

( h) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what amount 
will be actually required to give effect to the recommendations made 
in the Majority Report of the Salaries Committee as restricted by Gov- 
ernment in the Resolutions No. 10278-F., dated 17th July, 1922; 
No. 10fi4G-F. f dated 27th July, 1922; and No. 12196-F., dated 25th 
August, 1922? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what savings 
are likely to be effected by the restrictions referred to above and how 
the savings {ire proposed to be utilized? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Rs. 27,82,126. 

(b) To answer this would involve an examination in the Accountant- 
General’s office of the effect of the rules regarding the revision of pay 
in the case of every clerk in the province. In the opinion of Govern- 
ment, the time and labour involved therein would be wholly incom- 
mensurate with the value of the information when obtained. 

(r) Should the actual cost of the revision be less than the amount 
provided in the budget, the difference will lie merged in the provincial 
balances. 


Enlisted peons in Bakarganj civil courts. 

83. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the number of 
enlisted peons who have been acting in the munsifi of the Bakarganj 
district for the last 10 years and upwards? 

( h) Are the Government eonsideritrg the desirability of making a 
rule to the effect thut in each district the vacancies in the permanent 
post will always be filled in by the i>eons named in the list of the district 
in order of their seniority? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) 81. 

(b) Inquiry is being made into the matter. 

v Influenza in Bengal. 

84. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of influenza cases in 
the different districts of Bengal from January. to October, 1922? 
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(6) Will the Hon Tile the Minister be pleased t<? state whether there 
has been any increase in the number of such cases iu 1922 as compared 
with 1921 and 1920? 

(c) If so, what are the figures? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
steps have been taken to cope with the disease in the districts of Bengal? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
any specialists to make researches in order to find out the root-cause 
of the disease ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Accurate 
figures showing the number of influenza cases in the different districts 
are not available. The figures reported from districts represent only 
a fraction of the actual cases that occur. 

(h) and (c) Figuies of 1922 are not available. In 1921 there were 
about 45,000 deaths from influenza as comjwired with 150, 000 in 1920, 
Extracts of the paragraphs on influenza from the Annual Sanitaiy 
Ke]x>rts for the tears 1920 and 1921 are laid on the Library table. 

('/) The Public Health Department has not a sufficient executive 
staff to provide an adequate executive agency for combating the 
ravages of influenza, it is primarily the duty of the local bodies con- 
cerned to organize measures for the pit* vent ion and check of the disease. 
The Public Health Department exercises advisory functions, issues 
instructions as to the measures to lx* taken, and obtains supj^hes of 
influenza vaccine for the local bodies. 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 

Inconvenience of school-going people of Patuakhali owing to 
inadequate means of oommumoatioo. 

85 , Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hou’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Deportment of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of — 

( i ) primary schools, 

(ii) middle vernacular schools, 

(iii) other village schools, and 

( iv ) maktahs, 

in the Patuakhali subdivision, which have not got proper means of com- 
munication with the different villages? 

(b) 1 8 the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the students cannot 
attend these schools throughout the year owing to the lack of communi- 
cations? 
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(c) Art the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into this matter of communications? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) Exclusive of girls’ schools — 

(t) 497; (it) 5; (in) 8; (iv) 302. 

(6) The subdivision is densely interspersed with khals and rivers. 
Some inconvenience is felt by students in attending schools, especially 
during the rainy season owing to insufficiency of roads. Attendance 
can be improved, if new roads and bridges over khals are opened. 
(c) Does not concern this department. 


Standing Committee of Commerce and Marine. 

88. Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in (barge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
whether any meeting has been called this year of the Standing Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Marine? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the dates 
thereof and the subjects brought before it for consideration? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether an 
amendment of the constitution of the Calcutta Port Trust is under 
consideration ? 

(<{) If so, at what stage is it at present and when may it be expected 
to be brought before this Council? 

(c) Has the Standing Committee on Commerce and Marine been at 

all consulted in regard thereto? If not, why not? 

« 

(/) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
representations have been made to the Government by the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce and the Marwari Association for the 
appointment of an independent committee to inquire about the Associa- 
tions or Exchanges called Haras in Calcutta? 

(</) Has the Committee on Commerce and Marine been consulted 
in regard thereto? If not, why not ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state what, if any, 
steps do thfe Government projKjse to take in regard to the said representa- 
tions ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(b) See answer to (a). 

(c) The question of increasing Indian representation on the Calcutta 
Port Trust is under consideration. 
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(«/) The local Government have obtained the views of the Calcutta 
Port Commissioners and the leading mercantile associations and have 
forwarded them to the Government of India with an expression of their 
opinion. When the Government of India have come to a decision the 
question of legislation will be taken up. 

(e) The question was raised by the Government of India and pend- 
ing their decision the matter has not been placed before the Standing 
Committee. 

(/) No representation on this subject has been received from the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. A letter, dated the 20th Sep- 
tember, 1922, has been received from the Marwari Association, in the 
last paragraph of which it was suggested that an inquiry might be 
held “ by competent persons.” 

(//) No, because the matter is still under the consideration of Gov- 
ernment and because a resolution on this subject is pending before the 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 


Non-co-operator prisoner, Babu Puma Chandra Dae, in Dacca Jail. 

87. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: („) Will the 
Hon ’hie the Member in ehaige of the Department of Revenue Mails) 
he pleased to state the present state of health of Babu Purim Chandra 
Das, a non-co-o]K*rator prisoner in Dacca jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that he had been suffering from a most distressing 
condition of health due to colic and piles and profuse bleeding ami 
that he needed an operation? 

(c) Is it a fact that he prayed to he removed to the Alipore Jail # on 
the ground that he would get facilities there tq undergo the operation 
but that his prayer was refused? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state why his prayer was refused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) His health is fair and 
is not causing any anxiety. He is in considerably better health now 
than when he was admitted to the Dacca Central Jail on the 6th March, 
1922. 

(b) He gave a history of having suffered from bleeding piles for 
sixteen years. He was admitted to the Jail Hospital on the 13th 
March, 1922, for the above complaint and discharged on the. 21st of 
that month. No operation was considered necessary for the piles. 

6 
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( c ) and (d) No operation was necessary and Government are not 
aware whether he applied for a transfer on this ground. Government, 
however, received suggestions that he should be transferred to Cal- 
cutta, one, on the ground that he had certain complaints including 
dysentery and piles and that the climate of Dacca did not suit him, 
and the other, on the ground that he had dysentery. Both stated he 
required better medical treatment and nothing was said about an opera- 
tion. On inquiry it was ascertained that a transfer on purely medical 
grounds was quite unnecessary. 

Proceedings initiated by Sadar Subdivisions! Officer, Pabna, against 
Babu Copal Chandra 8arkar. 

88. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state the result of the inquiry and the proceedings initiated by Mr. Cbuni 
Lai Mukerjee, Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, against Babu Gopal 
Chandra Sarkar, of Chithalia, police-station Pabna, a pensioner, late 
Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division, and late officiating Curator, 
Bureau of Education, Government of India, on the allegation that he 
refused to pay a subscription amounting to one-fourth of what he pays 
as yearly chaukidari tax for the reception of His Excellency the Gover- 
nor of Bengal at Pabna on demand -by a private gentleman Babu Bam 
Lai Joardar and that he used abusive language towards him? 

( b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the report of the magisterial inquiry into the matter and the 
subsequent proceedings of the case? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, obtained the approval of the Government 
to the course of action tajeen by him ? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) On a written complaint 
under section 504, Indian Penal Qpde, Babu Gopal Chandra Sarkar 
was asked to hIiow cause why he should not be prosecuted. On bis 
denying the charge the complainant was ordered to produce his evidence. 
The complaint was eventually withdrawn. 

(by The magisterial inquiry was not completed before the cose was 
dropped at the instance of the complainant. 

(c) No; such approval’ was not necessary. 

Assistant Director of Public Health, Industrial Area in the 24-Parganas. 

80. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the name, qualifications and salary of 
the Assistant Director of Public Health, Industrial Area in the 
24-Parganas f 
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(6) Has this appointment been created in addition to that of the 
Assistant Director of Public Health, Presidency Division P 

TN Hoft’bto Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Name— 
Dr. G. L. Batra; Qualifications— M.B., Ch. B. (Edin.), D.P.H. 
(Durham); Salary— Pay Rs. 500 rising to 1U. 1,000 in 20 years; tem- 
porary allowance — 33$ per cent, of pay. 

Dr. Batra is now drawing Rs. 800 a month inclusive of the temporary 
allowance. • 

The jurisdiction of this officer is not confined to the 24-Parganos 
district only but extends to the whole province. 

(b) The reply is in the affirmative. In view of the financial posi- 
tion, this post will for the present be abolished, Dr. Batra being trans- 
ferred to a leave vacancy. 


Septic tank effluents into the Hooghfy. 

90. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MURA Bahadur: (a) With 
reference to the reply to my unstarred question No. 3(/) asked at the 
meeting of the 21st November, 1921, will the Ilon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the names and designations of the officers responsible for not enforc- 
ing rule 19 (viii) (b) of the Bengal Factory Rules, 1912, which lays 
down that “ Septic Tank effluents should be sterilized before being 
discharged into the river ”? 

(b) What steps are the Government proponing to take in the 
matter? 

(c) Is any systematic analysis made of drinking water supplier 
for determining their potability as required under the provision of 
rule 20(0 of the Bengal Factory Rules, 1912 P 

(d) In the cases of how many factories have the drinking water 
supplies been examined aud with what results? 

The Hon’We Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

The Inspector of Septic Tank installations is the officer who is respon- 
sible for the enforcement of the rule referred to. The reply given to 
clause (j) of the member’s previous question requires amplification. 
Every septic tank latrine attached to a mill is provided with a ehloriuat- 
iug apparatus and the fortnightly reports received from managers 
state* that the rules in regard to sterilization are being carried out, 
but the investigations by the Inspector of Septic Tanks and other 
officers of the Public Health Department throw grave doubt upon the 
general efficacy of the method of sterilization employed. At the time 
when the reply was drafted, in the opinion of the Inspector, only in 
four instances was sterilization -considered to be satisfactory. This, 
however, does not mean that the rule was not being carried out, but 

6a 
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that the results obtained did not conform to the standard which the 
department would like to see maintained. The mill authorities have 
stated that they are prepared to put in any modification of chlorinating 
apparatus provided that the Director of Public Health will give them a 
definite assurance that the apparatus chosen will be acceptable, but 
they object to incurring expenditure on apparatus without some assur- 
ance of finality. The difficulty is to lay down a hard and fast rule, 
because a method of sterilization which will give good results in cer- 
tain conditions may not be successful with a different effluent under 
different conditions. As a matter of fact in 30 cases improved chlori- 
nating apparatus has been installed at the instance pf the Public 
Health Department and this shows that the question has not been over- 
looked. Experiments have also been undertaken with a view to ascer- 
tain which of the modifications introduced may be counted upon to give 
reliable results. At present it is impossible to state definitely that 
absolute sterilization can be secured by the use of either of the types 
of chlorinator at present employed and it will not be possible to ascer- 
tain this 'until further work has been accomplished. The newly 
appointed Director of the Public Health Laboratory states that he can 
arrange for a bacteriological examination of 90 effluents a month and 
the Director of Public Health. proposes to ask him to carry out this 
work with a view to coming to a definite conclusion as to the type of 
chlorinator which should be made ‘ standard for septic tank latrine 
practice. 

(c) Yes. The Commerce Department propose to issue the follow- 
ing rule (which has been published preliminarily) under section 37 of 
the Indian Factories Act, 1911 (XII of 1911), as amended by the Indian 
Factories (Amendment) Act, 1922 (II of 1922) 

“ The Inspector may, at anv time, in order to satisfy himself that 
the water supplied is fit. f&r drinking, take samples for analysis and the 
cost of the analysis shall be borne by the owner of the factory.” 

(d) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Inspector of Septic Tanks. 

91. • Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state—’ 

(t) the functions of the Inspector of Septic Tanks, 

(n) his qualifications, 

(tu) the date erf his first appointment, 

(iv) the pay on which he was appointed, and 
(r) his present payP 

(6) Is it a fact that the Inspector of Septic Tanka has not the 
requisite qualifications for examining water and septic tank effluents 
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and that this work of examination is done by Assistant or Divisional 
Directors of Public Health instead of by him ? 

Th9 Hoifbte Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) <») The 

functions of the Inspector of Septic Tanks are — (a) to visit septic 
tank installations in the mills and factories in and around Calcutta; 
(b) to report as to their efficient working; and (c) to take samples of 
the effluents for chemical examination. 

(ii) The qualifications of the present incumbent are — (a) jjossession 
of a first class certificate in mechanical engineering granted by the 
British Board of Trade; (b) many years’ practical experience in the 
construction and working of septic tanks; and (c) special experience 
in connection with the conditions in jute mills where septic tanks are 
largely used. 

Mr. Dallas possesses exceptional knowledge and experience of septic 
tanks and during the many years he lms been engaged in the inflection 
of installations of this kind he has devised many excellent improve- 
ments in their design. 

(nt) The 2nd April, 1909. 

(tv) Rs. 200 — 20 — d00 a month. 

(r) Rs. 075 a month m the grade of Rs. 000 — 25 — 900. 

(b) It is a fact that the Inspector of Septic Tanks does not imihkchh 
the chemical qualifications of an analyst which would fit him for 
examining either water or septic tank effluents. It was never con- 
templated that he should do this sort of work. Such work can only 
be curried out in a properly equipped laboratory by specially trained 
competent analysts accustomed to laboratory technique, whereas the 
work of the Inspector is always out of doors and involves constant 
travelling by road and rail. It would be impossible for an outdoor 
Inspector to do laboratory work without neglecting his own facial 
duties and the number of septic tanks is now so large that Mr. Dallas' 
time is fully occupied in his legitimate duties. The examination of 
effluent samples collected by Mr. Dallas is done by a staff of trained 
chemist* and bacteriological assistants under the immediate supervi- 
sion of the Director of the Public Health Laboratory who is also Public 
Analyst for Bengal. Assistant or Divisional Directors of Public Health 
do not do this work. They are fully engaged otherwise. 

Inquiry into the question of septio tanks, 

02. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state — 

(t) the name, rank, special qualification, and salary of the Public 
Health Department officer jvho was deputed to inquire into 
the question of septic tanks ; 
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(it) the length of the period he was bo engaged ; and 
(in) the total expenditure incurred for the inquiry? 

( b ) Is it a fact that though the voted amount for the inquiry was 
Us. 20,000, Us. 30,000 has been spent for the purpose P 

(fc) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it has 
been decided not to publish the report of the inquiry? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for non-publication, of the 
report? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
gentleman who was appointed or deputed to inquire into septic tanks, 
had any special training in chemical, bacteriological and analytical 
work and possessed any diploma for such training and knowledge? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (») Dr. G. L. 

Batra, m.b., ch.B., n.p.ir., Assistant Director of Public Health. His 
salary was at the rate of Rh. 500 a month for the first year and at the 
rate of Us. 600 for the remaining j>eriod of the inquiry. 

( it ) 1J years. 

(in) The information cannot now he obtained without considerable 
labour, which would not in the opinion of Government be justified. 

(b) In the budget for 1919-20 there was a provision of Rs. 25,000 
and again in the next year Its. 12,500 on this account or a total of 
Its. 37,500. 

(r) No. While preparing the rei>ort the Director of Public Health 
ascertained certain facts which made it necessary for him to examine 
the mortality figures for cholera, dysentery and diarrhoea and the total 
deaths for each town and thana area on the Bhagirathi both above and 
below as well as at the situation of the chief sources of pollution, for 
a period of 30 years. This has necessitated an immense amount of extra 
work not anticipated at the time the examination of the river and the 
analysis of the river water and effluents was undertaken. As soon as 
this data is available the Director of 'Public Health hopes to complete 
the report. 

(d) This does not arise. 

(e) Dr. Batra possesses a Diploma on Public Health, which necessi- 
tates special training in chemistry and bacteriology and which qualifies 
him, among other things, tp hold the post of a Public Analyst in Great 
Britain. * 

8ubways under Hevmh-Burdwan Chord lino, 

93. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: ( a ) W01 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the result of the inquiry made up to 
date into the question of proper subways under the railway embank- 
ments in Bengal? 
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Xb) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the want of proper 
subways under the Howrah-Burdwan Chord line of the East Indian 
Railway and consequent water-logging since the opening of the line 
have caused suffering to the people of many villages between miles 32 
and 37 of the line ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) In reply 
to Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta’s question No. 5, dated 
20th January, 1922, Government stated that it was proposed to institute 
an inquiry as to the obstruction to the free flow of water caused by 
railway embankments. Subsequently in consultation with the Irriga- 
tion Department it was decided that an inquiry to ascertain the capacity 
of existing waterways through such embankments was 'unnecessary, 
since Government already possess data of this kind. The proposal for 
a survey of the whole question by the Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, w T as, therefore, given up and the Director of Public 
Health is now investigating on more general lines the effect of embank- 
ments on the public health. 

So far as the investigations of the Public Health Department show, 
it does not appear to be a lack of culverts and waterways under railway 
embankments which causes water-logging so much as the interference 
with the natural flow of waiter which some embankments appear to cause. 
Government accept the view of the Director of Public Health that the 
influence of an embankment on the level of the sub-soil water requires 
further investigations and have reason to believe that it is not in the 
provision of additional culverts and bridges that the remedy for water- 
logging is to be found. The Director of Public Health expects to 
submit a further report on the subject shortly. In the meantime Gov- 
ernment (Irrigation Department) are appointing a committee to inquire 
into the causes of the recent floods and their report is exacted to 
throw light on the railway embankment question in other parts of the 
province. 

( b ) and (c) Government are /advised that investigations so fjor 
made by the Director of Public Health do not indicate water-logging 
so far as Howrah-Burdwan Chord line is concerned. An inquiry, how- 
ever, has already been arranged for and is now in progress. 

Gratuitous medical help and medicines to Government servants. 

94. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that, the officers of the Indian Medical 
Service, in civil employ, and the officers of the Provincial and 
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Subordinate Medical Services do not get any fees for attend- 
ing the local officers of other departments as well as the 
members of their families except in exceptional cases; 

(ii) the rules and regulations in full by which such cases are 
governed ; and 

(in) whether the deputy magistrates, the munsifs and all other 
civil officers drawing a salary of Us. 250 a month or over 
get hospital medicine without charge? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
fresh circular expressly defining the position of the medical officers in 
the matter of the use of hospital medicines and free treatment? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (t) and (ii) 
Government servants have a long-standing right to-free medical attend- 
ance by Government Medical Officers. A Government *of India notifi- 
cation dated 25th August, 1854, while reaffirming the right of public 
servants, covenanted and uncovenanted, to this privilege, stated that 
Civil Surgeons in the service of the East India Company were entitled 
to remuneration for attendance on the families of such officers. In 
notification No. 2095, dated the 29th September, 1857, it was stated 
that the fees to be charged for attendance on the families of Govern- 
ment officers should be left to private adjustment. 

In the Government of India’s circular No. 398G-96, dated the 31st 
August, 1869, it was directed that Civil Surgeons should attend person- 
ally all uncovenanted gazetted officers at a district headquarters, while 
the non-gazetted upper subordinate grades of Government servants, 
including clerks, were to be entitled to gratuitous attendance by 
Apothecaries, Sub-Assistant Surgeons or Hospital Surgeons. Govern- 
ment servants of inferior grade were to receive attention at dispensaries 
or hospitals. These ordei$ were not intended to apply to Presidency 
towns. A Government of India resolution dated the 16th August, 
1884, while generally maintaining the orders of 1869, substituted a 
salary of Es. 250 and over for the status of a gazetted officer as the 
criterion of an officer’s right to the gratuitous services of the Civil 
Surgeon. A subsequent resolution dated the 25th October, 1884, con- 
solidated the previous orders and authorized the additional concession 
of the free supply of medicines to the clerks of all Government offices. 
On the 27th February, 1885, the Government of India pointed out that 
the resolution of October, 1&84, did not apply to Calcutta. The officers 
of the classes covered by that resolution, viz., Government clerks, are 
therefore not entitled in Calcutta either to free medical attendance or 
free medicine. 

Briefly the position is as follows : — 

(1) All covenanted officers are under their covenants, whether in 
Calcutta or the mufassal, entitled to free medical attendance, 
when sick. 
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* (2) All other Government officers (gazetted, non-gazetted and 
ministerial), under the orders cited above, are entitled to 
free medical attendance, with this further distinction, vii., 
officers with salaries of Its. 250 per mensem or more — 
whether gazetted or not — are entitled to medical attendance 
by the Civil Surgeon, while officers On smaller salaries are 
entitled to free medical attendance by Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons. 

In Calcutta, however, it is only gazetted officers who are entitled 
to free medical attendance by medical officers of Civil 
Surgeon’s rank (termed Presidency Surgeons). N on- 
gazetted officers are not entitled to free medical attendance 
at all in Calcutta. 

(3) The families of Chaplains and Assistant Chaplains arc entitled 
to free attendance, ns though these officers were employed 
on military duties. The families of other civil officers have 
not this privilege. 

(in) Yes. 

( b ) The existing orders are well known and Government do not 
projwse to issue such a circular. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA : Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
say what is meant by the phrase “ private adjustment ” which occuis 
in his reply to my question No. 94 ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think the 
phrase is very clear. “ Private adjustment ” means private adjustment, 
i.c., an adjustment between the |»irties concerned. I do not think it 
is necessary to explain a statement which is so jialpable and clear. 


Crants-irvaid to Edward College, Pabna. 

95. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the amount of grant-in-aid (/) non-recurring, and (2) recur- 
ring to Edward College, Pubna ; and 

(n) the condition on which such grants are made? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any proposal to raise the said college to the B.A. and B.Sc. standards ? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate making any grant to Edward College, Pabna, 
if the said institution be raised to the B.A. or B.Sc. standard? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be also pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

( i ) the number of students on the roll of this institution each year 

during the last three years ; and 

(ii) the names and qualifications of the members of the Govern- 

ing Body of the College and the period for which each of them 
is serving on the said body ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pi C. MITTERs (a) ( i ) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(ii) A copy of the grant-in-aid rules to colleges is laid on the 
Library table. 

(b) The Education Department has received no proposal to this 
effect. 

(c) The question has not arisen. 

(d) (i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(ii) A statement, is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clame (a)(i) of unstarred question 
No. 95 , showing the amount of grants to Edward College , Pabna. 


Tear. 

Recurring 

grant. 

I 

V NON-RV-OCRHINQ. 

Remarks. 

Provincial 

Revenue#. 

Out of 

Ra. 1. M.OOQ. 


Rb. 

Re. 

Rb. 


1914-15 ... 

6,000 

50,000 

3,000 

For chemical apparatus. 

1915-16 ... 

6,000 

... 

... 


1916-17 ... 

6,000 

... 



1917-16 ... 

6,000 

... 

... 


1918-19 ...* 

6,00(1 

... 

... 


1919-20 ... 

6,000 

... 

4,000 

For library and labora- 





tory. 

1920*21 ... 

6,000 

... 

5,000 

For laboratory equipment. 

1921-22 ... 

8,250* 

j 

8,000 

For laboratory. 

Total ... 

60,250 

| 50,000 

20,000 



j 




1 

70,000 ! 



• It ^dittos*) trant of CU. W) per mmmm tm ttootfedsd from 1st June, 1WI. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) (i) of unstarred question 
No. 95, showing the number of students on the roll of Edward 
College , Pabna, during each of the last three years. 

On 31st March, 1922 — 299. 

On 31st March, 192J — 320. 

On 31st March, 1920—291. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( d ) ( ii ) of unstarred 
question No. 95, showing the constitution of the Governing Body 
of Edward College , Pabna , on 31st March , 1922. 

(1) Rai R. M. Das Bahadur, m.a., District Magistrate, President, 

ex-officio. Appointed — 26th July, 1921. 

(2) Babu Radhica Nath Bose, m.a., Principal, Secretary, ex-officio. 

Appointed — January, 1920. 

(3) Babu Benoy Kumar Rov, iu.., Chairman, Pabna Municipality, 

ex-officio. Appointed — January, 1920. 

(4) Rai Sahib Dr. Sat mb Chandra Basu, Civil Surgeon. A pointed 

by Government — January, 1920. 

(5) Rai Sahib Nritya Gopal Ohaki, Pleader. Appointed by Gov- 

ernment — January, 1920. 

(6) Babu Ranajit Chandra Lahari, m.a., b.l., Pleader. Appointed 

by Government — January, 1920. 

(7) Rai Dina Nath Biswas Bahadur, b.l. Elected by donors and 

subscribers — January, 1920. 

(8) Babu Radhica Bhusan Ray, Zamindar. Nominated by Rai 

Kshitis Bhusan Ray Bahadur, eldest sou of the late Rai 
Banamali Ray Bahadur — January, 1920. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasirauddin Ahmed, b.l., Pleader. 

Elected by the retiring Governing Body — January, 19^0. 

(10) Babu Jogendra Nath Mitra, Zamindar. Elected by the retiring 

Governing Body — .January, 1920. 

(11) Babu Banwari Lai Bose, m.a., Professor. Elected by the 

staff — January, 1920. 

(12) Babu Makhan Lai Chakra bartti, m.sc., Professor. Elected by 

the staff — 4th July, 1921. 


Sale of the Jail Manual to the general public. 

96. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
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state whether he is aware that the Jail Manual is not available for sale 
to the general public? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for thisP 

('<*) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
Jail Manual available to the general public at a reasonable price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) and (c) No. The 

Manual in the form of the Jail (k>de is available for sale at the Secretariat 
Book Depot. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

Firearms in the Pabna district. 

97. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of ihe Police Department be pleased to state in a 
tabular form the total number of firearms in the Pabna district under 
the different descriptions as — 

( i ) rifles, 

(it) revolvers, and 
(in) shot guns, 

possessed by different classes of jieople of the district such as persons 
exempted and unexempted under the former Arms Act for the yeais 
from 1915 to 1921? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(/) the total number of licenses for different kinds of firearms 
taken out under the present Arms Act ; and 
(??) the total number* of firearms possessed by persons exempted 
from the provisions of the present Arms Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) The following state- 
ment gives the total number of licensed firearms for the years 1915 to 
1921 : — 

1915 — Rifles 2; revolvers 15; shot guns 730. 

1916 — Rifles 2 ; revolvers 13; shot guns 736. 

1917 — Rifles 2; revolvers 10; shot guns 725. 

1918 — Rifles 2 ; revolvers 11 ; shot guns 751. 

1919 — Rifles 2; revolvers 9 ; shot guns 719. 

1920 — Rifles 19; revolvers 14; shot guns 751. 

1921 — Rifles 18; revolvers 14; shot guns 753. 

Statistics relating to various classes of the population and for all 
exempted persons are not on record. 
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(b) (t) The number of licenses issued under the Arms Act in 1921* 
was 787. 

(it) Figures for all exempted persons are not available. 


Honoraria to officials during His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales* 
visit to Calcutta. 

98. 8HAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQs (,?) Will the Rou ble the 

Member in charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to state whether 
any honoraria were given to officials entrusted with the arrangements 
in connection with the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
to Calcutta ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the names of the persons with the amount of honorarium paid 
to each; and 

(«) the total amount paid as honoraria? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) Yes 

(b) (?) Mr. D. Gladding, i.r.s., Km. 500. 

Mr. Percy Brown. Principal, Government School of Art, Culcutta, 
Rs. 1,500. 

(ii) Rs. 2,000. 


8ilting up of canals and waterways in Pabna district. 

99. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the canals and 
the other waterways in the district of Palma are being silted up and 
that this is causing inconvenience to the expansion of trade and com- 
merce ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Government understand that some of the waterways 
in Pabna district are silting up, but has no detailed information. 

(b) Government do not contemplate taking any steps in the matter 
at present. 
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Reduction of the area of 8ujanagar polioa-sUtion. 


100. SHAH SY1D EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hobble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that the police-station of Sujanagar in the Sadar subdivision of 
the Pabna district is comparatively speaking large and that 
experience has shown it to be difficult to manage it effec- 
tively owing to its size ; and 

(ii) that the Khalilpur-Pragpur dacoity case in the year 1915-16 
and the Khalilpur shooting incident^ in August last took 
place within this police-station? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of opening 
at an early date a police-station or outpost at Nazirganj, a place of trade 
and of some importance near Khalilpur and other notorious villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

( b ) The question of reducing the area of Sujanagar police-station 
by opening a new police-station has been under the consideration of the 
Inspector-General of Police for some time, but for financial reasons no 
proposal has been submitted. 

Additional officers of the Finance Department. 

101. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that the services of four additional hands 
have recently been placed under the disposal of the Finance 
Department ift addition to the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, 
and Under-Secretary employed in that department; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that two of these officers are members of 
the Indian Civil Service, one of the Indian Educational 
Service and the fourth of the Indian Police Service; and 

(Hi) what are the special duties for which these additional officers 
have been placed under the Finance Department? 

(6) Will these additional officers receive any deputation allowance 
while iu the Finance Department P 

(c) If so, what is the amount that will be paid as such allowance 
to each of them during their period of deputation in that department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

* (Hi) One of the Indian Civil Service officers has been appointed in 
connection with the Bengal Retrenchment Committee and the other in 
connection with the framing of Financial Buies. The Indian Educational 
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Service officer has been appointed to the post of Labour Intelligence 
Officer whose duty is to deal with all labour matters. The fourth 
officer who is a member of the Indian Police Service has been placed on 
special duty in connection with the working of the Bengal Amusements 
Tax Act, 1922. 

( b ) and (c) Deputation allowance has been abolished by the Funda- 
mental Rules. These officers are drawing the pay sanctioned for these 
temporary posts. 

Payment of pensions through poet offloes. 

lOt. SHAH EYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) what has been the result of introducing arrangements for the 
payment of pensions through the post offices as an experi- 
mental measure; and 

(it) whether the system has been further extended since its intro- 
duction as an experimental measure? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (t) Pensioners generally have 
evinced no keen desire to take advantage of the system; but where 
adopted it has worked with advantage, in particular to the very old and 
the infirm. 

(it) The experiment has l>een extended for a further period of two 
years. 


Appointment of probationers in the Judioial Deportment. 

103. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
effect, if any, has been given to the scheme for appointing probationers 
in the Judicial Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The matter is under con- 
sideration and has been held in abeyance pending the receipt of the 
Retrenchment Committee’s Report. 


Investment of powers of union courts to the union boerdi of the 
Tippero Sadsr subdivision. 

104. SHAH EYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to my unstarred question No. 106 ( c ) on the 23rd August, 
1922, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons why it was not considered advisable 
to invest the union boards of the Sadar subdivision of the Tippera 
district with the powers of union courts? 
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(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
which the powers of union courts were conferred on the union boards 
of the Brahmanbaria subdivision P 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the notification issued by the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
division regarding the investment of the union boards with union court 
powers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The local officers considered 
it premature to establish union courts in the union board areas of the 
Sadar subdivision and the Chandpur subdivision until some further 
experience of the working of union benches throughout the district and 
of union courts in Brahmanbaria subdivision was gained. 

(b) A beginning had to be made somewhere and as union benches 
were first established in Brahmanbaria subdivision, union courts were 
also first established there. 

(c) No notification was issued by the Commissioner. Copies of 
Government notifications No. 1514J., dated the 2nd May, 1921, and 
No. 2649J . , dated the 29th June, 1921, are laid on the table. 

Notifications referred to in the reply to clause (c) of unstarred 
question No. 104. 

No. 1514J. — The 2nd May, 1921. — In exercise of Ihe power conferred 
by section 73 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal 
Act V of 1919), the Governor in Council is pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing members of the Union Boards mentioned below, during their term 
of office as such members, to be Union Courts, within the jurisdiction 
of the Union Boards of which they are, respectively, members, for the 
pui’i>oses of that section :~ 

Names of the members of Union Boards to constitute Union Courts 
in the Brahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera district. 

Nasirnagar Union Board. — Balm Suresh Chandra Bhadra; Babu 
Jatindra Molmn Roy; and Munshi Miajaddin Chaudhury. 

Sarail Union Board. — Dr. Mahendra Chandra Nandy; Babu Sivdas 
Nandv; and Babu Jyotirindra Kishore Chakraborty. 

Kasha Union Board. — Babu Suresh Chandra Chakraborty; Babu 
Prasanna Kumar Gupta; and Maulvi Akram Ali Khan. 

Nabinagar Union Board. — Babu Radha Charan Roy; Babu Bhuban 
Mohan Bhattaoharjee ; and Maulvi Abdus Sobhan. 

Rnsulabad Union Board. — Babu Bhuban Mohan Roy; Babu Ananda 
Kishore Naha; and Munshi Abdul Kader. 

Errata. 

No. 2549J. — The 29th June, 1921. — In the list of names of union 
boards appended respectively to notifications Nos. 1514J. and 1515J., 
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dated the 2nd May, 1921, published in pages 712-13, Part I of the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 4th idem, 

For “ Sarail ” read “ Kalikacha ” and for “ Itasulabad ” read 
“ Shyamagram.” 


N. B. Gupta, 

Secretary to the (rorernment of Bengal (Ojfg.). 


Consumption of liquor and revenue derived therefrom in the districts 
of Pabna and Tippera. 

105. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ : Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries Ik* pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the districts of Pabna and 
Tippera- — 

(?) the quantity of liquor, both foreign and country, that was con- 
sumed for purjMises other than medical, each year during 
the last three years; 

(??) what amount of revenue was derived each year during the last 
three years by the Government from customs and excise 
duties on liquor; and 

(???) what steps, if any, ha\e been, or an* being, taken to put a stop 
to the consumption of the said liquors for pur|K»ses other than 
medical ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) and (??i The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensiiiate with its value. 

(???) The Government have not thought tit to prohibit the consump- 
tion of excisable liquors, but hv the introduction of the Bengal Fixed- 
fee System, increasing the prices, curtailing the hours of sale and other 
measures, the consumption is being controlled as far as possible. 


Cost of settlement buildings in Pabna-Bogra districts. 

106. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state separately the actual sura spent for erecting — 

(?) the Settlement office buildings, 

(it) the press shed, 

(m) the Settlement Officer’s quarters, and 
( iv ) the pepnp’ quarters, 

at Sirajganj f 
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( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to say how the9e build- 
ings at Sirajganj will be disposed of at the close of the settlement 
operations of the Pabna-Bogra districts ? 

the Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. (a) Particulars alnnit the actual cost are not available. 
The revised estimates of cost of the buildings, however, amount to — 

(i) lls. 32,241; (fi) Rs. 21,300; {in) Rs. 42,168 (including 
Rs. 5,168 for land) ; (tv) Nil. 

(b) It is at present proposed that the Settlement office buildings, 
press shed and Settlement Officer’s quarters will, after the close of the 
operations, be used as the office of the Subdivisional Officer, constables* 
quarters and Subdivisional Officer’s residence, respectively. The pre- 
sent residence of the Sulwlivisional Officer will then be converted into 
a circuit house and his existing office will Ik; used for storing settle- 
ment records. 


Appliances for saline injection in cholera cases. 

107. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether all Ihe charitable dispensaries in the district of 
Pabna and other mufassul disi>ensuries in Bengal have the necessary 
appliances for administering saline injections in cholera cases? 

(b) If not, what system of treatment is followed in cholera cases 
in the dispensaries wanting those appliances? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) All local 
fund and Sadar hospitals in Pabna and most dispensaries in other 
districts have these appliances. 

(b) A reference is invited to a i^ply given on the 4th July, 1921, 
to a precisely similar question asked by Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray 
Chaudhuri. 


I nor ease in drunkenness. 

108. ^ SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there has been a steady increase in 
drunkenness in the district of Pabna and in other districts of Bengal 
during the last five years? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The answer is in the negative. 
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Government Bill. 

The CehNitta Munioipel Bill, 1921. 


The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I beg to 

present the Report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill, 1921. In doing so, 1 feel it my duty, on behalf of the Select 
Committee, over which J hud the honour to preside, to associate myself 
with the remarks which fell from the chair regarding the late Rni Kadha 
Charan Pal Bahadur. Sir, he was our colleague in the Select Com- 
mittee and a most valuable colleague. We had 49 meetings of the 
Select Committee and the Rai Bahadur attended 41 of these meetings; 
and only a few hours before his death we had the opportunity of his 
assistance in the committee room, discussing intricate .questions affect- 
ing the administrative sections of the Municipal Bill. II is ripe expeii- 
ence, his thorough and masterly grasp of municijwil issues rendered his 
services of the greatest benefit to us. To me, Sir, it is a matter of 
melancholy' satisfaction to la 1 jiermitted to pay tins tiibute to his 
honoured memory. 


I have no desire to enter into the details of the Bill which has l>een 
laid on the table, but there are two points to which 1 would like 
to call attention. The Select Committee have removed tin* se\ di«- 
(juabficaf ion and have conferred the franchise on women, thus plac- 
ing the municipal enactment of Calcutta, if indeed it is accepted by 
this Council (A voice: “ It will be ”) on the same footing with the 
municipal law of the United Pin vinces and of Bombay. Further, the 
Select Committee have lecommended an extension of the boundaiies of 
municipal Calcutta; they have recommended the inclusion, within the 
limits of Calcutta, of the Manicktolla municipality, of portions of tie* 
Tollvgunge municipality, and also of the new dock area, subject to 
certain statutory obligations set foith in the Bill. 


It was in the year 1S8S that the first step was taken to extend the 
boundaries of Calcutta and now after 35 years we promise that the 
boundaries of Calcutta should undergo a further extension, coupled with 
a democratic constitution which, I venture to think, is more advanced 
than anv which had ever been recommended for the government of this 
great city. I do not desire to detain the Council for any length of 
time. It is unnecessary at this stage to enter into the details of the 
Bill which will he considered when the provisions of the Bill come up 
for discussion in connection with the various amendments that are 
likely to be moved. 


With these few words, I beg t<* present the report of the Seleet 
Committee. 


fU 
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Resolution 

(on matters of general public interest). 

The British Empire Exhibition, 1924. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: J move that this Council recommends to the Govern- 
ment that the province of Bengal should participate in the British 
Empire Exhibition of 1924, and that, with a view to this participation, 
steps be taken to organize a preliminary exhibition in Calcutta in the 
cold weather of 1923. 

It is with some diffidence that I rise to move the resolution that 
the Council recommends to the Government that Bengal should partici- 
jnite in the British Empire Exhibition, and that with aJview to this 
participation an Exhibition should be arranged in Calcutta during the 
cold weather. 1 say it is with some diffidence that 1 rise\ecause the 
resolution is one which will undoubtedly involve this Government in 
expenditure, and the financial position is too well known for me to 
describe it again to the Council. Yet this is the very reason why we 
have now brought forward this resolution for the formal approval of 
the Council, and 1 trust that, in the course of the debate, it will appear 
that even in spite of the financial position, it is desirable, nay, it is 
essential, that Bengal should participate in the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion. It is true that the Council has already — though not exactly after 
a formal discussion such as 1 have now initiated — agreed to participate 
in the British Empire Exhibition, for in the budget of the current year 
a provision of Us. 2fi, ()()(* was made on that account. 1 may here point 
out that the amendment of which notice has been given seems to be 
somewhat unusual in view of the allocation of funds by the Council 
already for this purjxise, but I welcome the amendmet as leading to a 
discussion which may result in the explanation of tJie whole situation 
and the removal of misunderstanding. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAV. I rise to a point of older. 
The amendment is not before the House, so can it be discussed now? 

Mr. PRE8ID1NT • You will be able to discuss the amendment later 
on, Nawab Sahib. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I am not discussing the amendment. 

It is nearly 40 years since there was such an Exhibition as this and 
the present proposal was first made in 1913. The war made progress 
with the proposal impossible, and after the war it was decided to hold 
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the Exhibition in 1921, but in deference to the opinion of India and 
the Dominions the date was postponed to 1923, and in further defer- 
ence to India’s representations it was again postponed to 1924. The 
British Parliament and the public have subscribed to a guarantee fund 
for this Exhibition amounting to nearly a million and a quarter pounds 
sterling. The object of this guarantee fund is to prevent all possibility 
of loss to the ]>artieipants in the Exhibition, but it is confidently hojjed 
that, so far from resulting in a loss, the Exhibition will produce a 
profit and this profit will be divided amongst the particijuints in propor- 
tion to the space which their exhibits occupy. This Exhibition is not 
merely a great industrial fair at which the achievements and the jKissi- 
bilities of the Butish Kmpue will he on show. It is also an Exhibition 
of aits and sciences, and. in particular there is a medical side which 
socially deals with tn-ph al diseases. As an educative influence this 
Exhibition will he unique foi the citizens of the Empire. 

It is calculated that in the six months during which the Exhibition 
remains open, 11) million people will visit it, or about a quarter of a 
million of ]>eoplo daily. Piaclieully every adult in England who has 
a vote will at one time or other see this Exhibition, and for us in India, 
who hope to see the Helm ms de\ eloped as rapidly as jnissihle, no 
opportunity of educating those who elect the British Parliament in 
England should be' o\ erlooked. 

In Eebruan oi last vear in tin* Legislative Assembly (lovernment 
introduced a resolution similar to that, which I am introducing to-day. 
The debate on that resolution was adjourned until March, and then with 
the lull knowledge of the deficit in the budget the Legislative Assembly 
unanimously, as J.rcad the report of the proceedings, agreed to parti- 
cipate in the Exhibition at a cost estimated at £107,000. or about 
Rs. 25,00.090. The piovinec of Burma separately decided to take a 
separate section in the Exhibition. I may inform the C ■ouncil that it 
was the eloquence of the representatives of Bengal in the debate in the 
Legislative Assembly that contributed most to the unanimous decision 
which the Legislative Assembly took. The Hon’ble Sir l)eha Prusad 
Sarbadhikari, the Hon’ hie Mr. A bill Kasein, and the Hon’ hie Mr. Bradley 
flirt three typical representative* of this province — spoke whole- 

heartedly in favour of the resolution, and the Hon’ble Mr. Ranga- 
chariar of Madras, who had been the sole opponent of the resolution, 
on hearing these representatives of Bengal, proclaimed his conversion 
and voted for the resolution. It seems to me, therefore, that Bengal 
is morally bound by the action of its representatives to participate. 

The proposal is that India should have one great building which 
will cost £113,000 to build, and within this the different provinces 
should have different sections. In pursuance of the resolution of the 
Legislative Assembly a Commissioner was appointed — Dewan Bahadur 
Vijayraghavaobariar — to proceed to England and make arrangements 
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at that end, and after three months there he has returned to India to 
organize preliminaries here. He has brought back the news that the 
finest site in whole of the Exhibition has been reserved for India. He 
has yisited all the provinces since hi* return and has been twice to 
Bengal. 

Five other provinces excluding Burma have decided to participate 
in this Exhibition. Madras has agreed to an expenditure of three lakhs, 
the Punjab of five lakhs, the United Provinces of nearly four lakhs, 
Bombay of two lakhs, and Bihar and Orissa of nearly a lakh and a half. 
The Commissioner advises us that if Bengal has to participate it will 
require 12,500 square feet of space involving an expenditure of three 
lakhs of rujiees. In view of the tacit approval of the Council to 
participate in the Exhibition when they voted Rs. 25,000 as prelimi- 
nary expenditure last year, we might pel haps have committed ourselves 
on behalf of Bengal, but when such a large expenditure was in ques- 
tion it appeared to me very desirable to consult the Council formally 
and take its formal approval. 

Although 1 have said that the expenditure will approximate to 
three lakhs, 1 must qualify the statement. The expenditure will be 
spread probably over three years, and during those three years there will 
be — there will certainly be — recoveries. The Commissioner who esti- 
mates our expenditure* at three lakhs estimates our recoveries at a 
minimum figure of a lakh and a halt, and he suggests that they will 
be considerably more. The system is that a part of the space taken by 
the Government of India will be sublet to the provinces, and the pro- 
vinces will pay rent at 15 shillings per squaie foot for the area occupied. 
The provinces in theii turn will be able to sublet a part of their space 
to private exhibitors, and the rate of rent laid down for private exhibi- 
tors is 22 shillings and sixpence ]>er square foot. It is obvious that 
a great commercial province like Bengal will derive much more income 
from subletting its space to private exhibitors than some of the less 
fortunate produces which have already agreed to participate. At the 
same time Government must retain a certain amount of space for Gov- 
ernment exhibits of the numerous arts and crafts of this province which, 
on their own, would be unable to participate in the Exhibition. 
Government will purchase their exhibits when they are approved of, 
and, in its turn, exhibit them in London with all possible information 
about them. Eventually these exhibits will be sold and our recoveries 
will be increased by the price obtained for them. A further source of 
recovery appears in the probable profit of the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion. This profit will be divided amongst the participants, and the 
Government of India has agreed to divide its share of the profits 
amongst the provinces which participate. Further, it is proposed, as 
a preliminary to the Exhibition, to hold an exhibition in Calcutta next 
cold weather, and I am advised th*t such an exhibition will partially 
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recover its own expenses, if indeed it does not make a profit. If it 
makes a profit, this too will go to reducing the burden which I am 
asking the Council to take upon itself now. 

Thus I have shown that our actual cxjienditure will be very greatly 
reduced by the recoveries and I am of opinion that the net expenditure 
in which we may be ultimately involved will be money well spent in 
advertising our products and in increasing the export trade of this 
country. Further, we shall have much to learn about processes and 
methods from this Exhibition. 1 have little doubt that the result of 
this Exhibition will be a consideiable increase in the trade of Bengal, 
and especially in the export trade, and in this belief 1 confidently recom- 
mend the expenditure to the Council. 

I have already said that considering the obligations which the 
Government of India has taken ii]w»n itself, largely on the advice of 
the Bengal representatives m 1 lit* Legislative Assembly, we, in Bengal, 
are morally bound to take om share as anticipated by the Government 
of India. Finally, it appeals to me that from the political point of 
view it is essential that Bengal with its gieat capital second only to 
London in the Empiie foi its commerce, tiade, and industiies should bo 
represented at the Exhibition. I, therefore, propose this resolution 
and I tiust that the amendment of which notice has been given will be 
withdrawn and the Council will follow the lead given not only by the 
great Dominions of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Newfound- 
land and all the other paits of the Empire, but by the Government of 
India arid the other six provinces of India which have agreed to 
particijKite. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move by wav of amendment, 
that the following proviso be added at the end, namely: — 

u provided that the British Empire Exhibition authorities pay all 
costs in connection with the exhibits sent from Bengal.’' 

My first impulse on getting notice of this resolution was to follow 
the example of the Cevlon legislative Council and oppose the motion 
outright, at any rate the first half of it, but, Sir, a long two years’ 
experience in this Council has made me a sadder and a wiser man, and 
I know how difficult it is to carry a measure against any Government 
member; I have, therefore, decided to follow the line of least resistance 
and to make sure that the Council may not be asked to pay any amount 
for participating in an Exhibition which will hardly be of any benefit 
to the province of Bengal. We have been told bv the Hon’ hie the 
Minister that we are morally bound to support this resolution. I do 
not understand how. Is it because three members hailing from Bengal 
on their own personal responsibility, supported a similar motion at 
the Imperial legislative Assembly K That does not and cannot bind 
this Council. We have seen many measures passed in the Imperial 
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Legislative Assembly without the connivance of this Council; does that 
bind this Council? Did those three members take the opinion of the 
Bengal Council before voting for that resolution? This argument is 
absyrd, on the face of it. Another argument has been put forward, 
that by voting Rs. 25,000 in the current year’s budget, this Council 
has become morally bound to supix>rt the Exhibition. Well, Sir, I 
cannot understand this argument at all. If I remember aright, in my 
absence, and on my behalf, my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik 
opposed the grant of that Rs. 25,000 on the ground that the Exhibition 
had been postponed for another year, and that, therefore, the 'money 
was not needed this year. Of course, this Council did not know then, 
as it does to-day, that it was going to cost, not Rs. 25,000 but nearly 
three lakhs of rupees; the merits of the case were not discussed at all 
and Mr. Mallik withdrew his opposition; therefore, the Council is not 
bound to support it. As the Imjieriul Government has taken the res- 
ponsibility of participating in this Exhibition, I think, it being an 
Imperial matter, the provincial Government should not be askeibto pay 
anything towards the cost. In these days of provincial retrenchment, 
when the fate of many an officer is hanging in the balance, there is hardly 
any reason why we, the poor tax-jmyers of Bengal, should lie asked 
to pay this exorbitant sum, though it may help one or two higher 
officers to go to England at Government cost. 

To come now to the merits of the case itself, the Hon’ble the 
Minister has shown us how vehemently he can plead for the develoi>- 
ment of the industries of Bengal. 1 fully appreciate his inordinate 
love for our industries, but I do hope he will pardon me if I remind him 
that the history of the past industrial relationship between India and 
Great Britain and the present economic jKxsition of the two countries 
do not inspire us with much confidence in the utility of this Exhibition. 
What is this present economic position? In one short but significant 
sentence, it is this — -whereas in India 90 per cent, of the jieople are 
rural and 72 per cent, depend on agriculture; in England and Wales 
90 per cent, of the people are urban and have to depend on industrial 
pursuits. These 90 per cent, of the British people cannot look with 
equanimity on any possible reduction of their field of industrial acti- 
vities. Business is business, and England cannot afford to lose any 
markets for her finished goods. No amount of sentiment, no amount 
of api»al in the name of any glorious empire will induce anybody to 
adopt a suicidal policy. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think the member is travelling a little wide of 
the subject-matter; he should confine himself to the question before the 
House. At the present moment he is trying to convince the House of 
the undesirability of participating in this Exhibition. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: My line of argument is that we 
should not, pay anything, because it is undesirable and unprofitable for 
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us to participate in this Exhibition. The question of unemployment is 
a s serious in England as in India, for with their own kith and kin starv- 
ing for want of employment, the English people would be fools to give 
us an opportunity of developing our industries, if they could utilize their 
own capital and scientific training, to utilize our raw materials 
for the development of English industries. In the January num- 
ber of the Nineteenth Century Lord Ronuldshuy has written 
a very able and outsjjoken article called “ Why we should concentrate 
on the Empire.’* A }>erusal of that article does not leave any doubt 
un to what the former Governor of Bengal means bv concentrating orf* 
the Empire. It is nothing but a s]>ecial pleading for utilizing British 
capital, British brains, and British enterprise for the exploitation of 
the raw materials of India. This ideal may lie necessary for England 
but it will not be for the benefit of the development of our industries. 
Is it to our advantage to l>ear the cost of exjM>rting our jaw materials 
and then bringing them back again in the shape* of finished products? 
Should we not rather try to utilize them with Indian capital and Indian 
enterprise? Therefore, I think I have been able to convince the House 
that the exhibition of our raw materials in England will not benefit 
this country at all. 

To come now to tbe commercial finished products of Bengal; these 
are oil, jwper, skins, silk, sugar, and j*>tten. In oil, pa|M»r, sugar, and 
] lottery we cannot meet our own demands; we have yet to import a vast 
quantity of these. Under the rireuni'.tnnre.s, is it profitable to incur 
t he expense of exhibiting them in London to find a market? Then, 
let us take silk. There is a lurking suspicion in the minds of some 
members of this Council that by sending our silk exhibits to this 
Exhibition, we might, find a ready market in England for Bengal silk 
which would be beneficial for the development of the silk industry of 
Bengal. Even a cursory glance at the history of the Bengal silk indus- 
try will convince this Council that this is a liojxdess dream. 

The Imperial Gazetteer of India says that in olden times India used 
to export a large quantity of silk, but when sericulture became part of 
the agriculture of France and Italy, a quality of silk was produced, 
entirely different from that of India and Turkey, and its appearance 
created a new demand and organized new' markets. All suWquent 
ojjerations seem to have established the belief that the plains of India, or 
at all events of Bengal, are never likely to produce silk that could 
compete with this new industry. What has lx*en the practical result ? 
As mentioned in the Gazetteer : “ The exports of manufactured silk has 
shown a serious decline. ... in both raw silk and silk manufac- 
tures, India now receives far more than she gives.” Then again: 
“ Thus not only is she failing to produce silk goods suitable for the 
demand of other countries, but she is opening her own markets to a 
foreign competition that must tell disastrously on tbe local handloom 
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workers.” If this is not conclusive evidence that we may derive no 
benefit in participating in this Exhibition, I do not know what is. 

Then there remain works of art like ivory and shell, and chikan 
work. I seriously ask the Ilon’ble the Minister, whether he really 
believes that we will find such ample market for these works of art and 
curios in the British Empire, as would justify an expenditure of 3 lakhs 
of rupees ? If there is a market for these, why do not the private 
Euroi>ean merchants fake up this business? If we send all these 
finished .products of Bengal to England, what will be the result? We 
*are already getting imitation khaddar from England, and the result 
will be that we may get back imitation Berhampore silk and other 
cheap imitations from England. When we have to go to Birmingham 
to get the small brass idols for our daily worship, is it conceivable that 
we can find a market for our finished goods in a country wdiich is anxious 
for her own industrial development and where industry is the very 
existence of its life? What market can w>e expect for our raw’ materials 
or our commercial products in the other parts of the Empire thift we 
should spend a large sum of money in these days to send them to 
England? The Ilon’ble the Minister has been pleased to say .that 
there is a medical side in this Exhibition which deals w’ith tropical 
diseases. I know that the British Pharmacopira is more w’ide awake 
than even our Ministers; we know .that they have already taken 
many of our medicines and herbs and they do not require a British 
Empire Exhibition for their interest in tropical medicine. I do not 
understand how participation in the Exhibition will l>e of any benefit 
to the Tropical School of Medicine. After all, wdmt are we going to 
exhibit? Nothing that w’ill benefit us. The only thing that w T e can 
exhibit is the helpless poverty and utter destruction of our national 
industries. Is this to be out’ glorious exhibit in a high-sounding 
British Empire Exhibition? 

I do not wish to rake up the painful history of the destruction of 
the cotton industry in Bengal, but f say that the last Exhibition of 
1884 in Calcutta helped Manchester in copying the borders of saris 
and dhotis and this Exhibition will help the British merchants in send- 
ing gopds that may destroy the nascent industries of this country. 
This Exhibition cannot he at all helpful to us, let us not participate in 
it. If it is to their benefit, let them pay. You cannot ask us to share 
in an Exhibition which means no good to us. Students of history will 
remember that in the days of the Roman Empire the great English 
Chief, Caradoc, with a sentence of death hanging over his head, had to 
participate in the triumphal procession at Rome. Let not our nascent 
industries share the same fate in this British Empire Exhibition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Members are sending their names up to me who 
are desirous of speaking. I desire to remind the House that unless 
members rise in their seats, they will not be called upon to speak. 



1923.] 


BRITISH EMVIRE EXHIBITION. 


95 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEEO 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to » point of 

order. Mere rising in one’s place may not always l>e effective. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Of course not, blit the member must persevere 
until he catches my eye. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: Suppose a member is not 
able to catch your eye; mere rising in his seat ma\ not give him his 
chance of speaking. Recently, 1 have risen in my seat many times, 
but have not been able to catch unir eye and have not been able to 
tq>eak. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There are many others, i>erhnps, who are as 
unfortunate as you; you must persevere until v on catch my eye. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: Wlmt I was going to submit 
is that — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The memlier has heard my ruling and I hope he 
will respect it. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Ma,\ 1 ask whether a ]K>rsou who 
has not sent up his name would over catch your e\e^ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 th ink so; it would of course depend on the 
rapidity witli which lie rose. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAME8: I regret that 1 am quite unable 
to agree with Babu Indu Bhusan Dutta in the amendment he has 
proposed to the Government resolution. The Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge has sketched for us the genesis of tin* proposal that India and 
Bengal should take part in tins Exhibition. While I quite agree with 
Babu Tndu Bhusan Dutta that because the Legislative Assembly passes 
a resolution on any particular subject that does not ipso facto hind us, 
still 1 think that we should certainly free ourselves of any idea that 
because a resolution is passed by the Assembly, it should ipso facto 
be turned dow r n by us. T understand that the main reason of Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta’s resolution is financial. He considers that this 
would be a waste of money. I regret I am wholly unable to agree 
with him there. I think myself that participation in this Exhibition 
would be a very fine advertisement for Indian w’ares, and, as such, we 
should look upon it as an investment. As a matter of fact, Sir, mv 
opinion is that the cry of poverty can lie overdone. Jf my firm were at 
all shaky I should most certainly not go round to all the people with 
whom I am in the habit of doing business and confide this fact to them. 
Quite obviously I should increase my advertisements, and I should adver- 
tise that “ this firm is doing the greatest business on earth, we cannot 
keep people away," and all that sort of thing. I do not think we do 
any great good to Bengal by always^ crying “ wolf.” Not only do we 
ail wish to see the actual prosperity of Bengal enhanced, hut we also 



BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION. 


% 


[24th Jan. 


desire to increase its apparent prosperity. Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
apparently thinks that if Bengal participates in this Exhibition she 
will only have a chance of appealing to British and Colonial markets. 
That of course is not so. Broadly speaking, everybody in the world will 
be at the Exhibition. It will be quite one of the biggest Exhibitions 
ever held. Now, Sir, is there any particular necessity — if we grant 
the premises that we are engaged on an advertising campaign in favour 
of Bengal goods — to cry “ wolf?” Has Babu lndu Bhushan Dutta 
lost sight of Sir Rajendranath Mukherji and his gang of merry execu- 
tioners, and whut we may expect of them? I will give him a piece of 
information. The piece-goods market is looking up; and if it conti- 
nues to look up, who knows, by t he time we get to the monsoon races, 
that our financial magnates from Barabazar may not be indulging in 
the gentle sport of horse racing to a more intensive degree, to the 
ultimate good of the people of the province. Therefore, it is quite 
likely, I maintain, that by this time next year, the finances of the 
province will l>e very much letter than they are to-day. There .is one 
point that I would like to press very much and it is this: In this Exhi- 
bition Bengal’s contribution to it will not so much affect large indus- 
tries here. I have very little doubt that there will be a few gunny 
bags on view and a few yards of Hessians — and jxvssibly my own firm 
will send a few chests of tea; hut these are not. the things which the 
l>eople are going to see at the Exhibition. Industries which are going 
to he. affectced are the small industries — the village and cottage indus- 
tries, and I would urge Bahu Indu Bhushan Dutta to think very hard 
before he presses this Council to make Bengal conspicuous by denying 
this chance to those small industries. It is really an unique opportu- 
nity of advertisement l>efore the world. 


Babu NIRODE BEflARY MULLICK: At the outset I want to 
make it clear that I have sympathy w r ith the object of tlie resolution, but 
the i>oint that I wdsk to raise before this Council is this : What is our 
economic position ? Does our economic ]>osition justify our partici- 
pation in a matter of this kind which perhaps can be described as a 
luxury on the part of Bengal? Have we done wdiat we ought to do 
tow r afds the various castes and creeds which constitute the inhabitants 
of the province? It has fallen to my lot to represent from time to time 
the cause of the baekwhrd and depressed classes. This is not the 
time I know to go into details of this question. I only give an 
example. There are 10 millions of ]>eople who contribute no less 
than G or 7 crores every year, but do not get perhaps the benefit of 
one lakh of rupees in return. Under these circumstances, is it justi- 
fied that such a resolution should be brought before the Council at all? 
It appears that it is out of place here and I should like to add that 
this resolution ought to have been moved. not in this Council, but in 
the Associated Chamber of Commerce. 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE . I am afraid I cannot accord my support to the 
resolution which has been moved by the llon’ble the Minister for 
Industries and Agriculture. I have followed very closely the speech 
that he has made in proposing his resolution, and I confess that. 1 
remain unconvinced by his argument. Sir, except a purely sentimen- 
tal satisfaction of seeing every j»art and portion of the British Empire 
represented in the British Empire Exhibition in 1924, no other pur- 
jH)se, so far as I can understand, will be served by the jKirticijmtion 
of Bengal in this Exhibition. After all the primary object of the 
participation of any country in an Exhibition of this kind is, as has 
been said by my friend, Mr. Langford dames, to advertise its manu- 
facture products with a view to secure suitable markets for their sale. 
Now what are the manufactured products that Bengal can exhibit with 
a view to secure large sales of them iiudifferent parts of'the Empire or 
in various parts of the world? lx*t us take first the Textile Industry. 
So far as 1 know there are only five or six cotton mills in Bengal. The 
Banga Laksmi Cotton Mill was in a moribund condition until recently, 
but thanks to the untiring efforts of Mr. Byomkesh Chakravarti and 
Mr. K. K. Lahin, it has now been placed ujxin a satisfactory footing. It 
is well-known that the spinning of yarn is largely centred in Bombay, 
the mills of that province producing no less than 7 Ft jH*r cent, of the 
total quantity of yarn produced in British India. Bengal, 1 believe, 
produces only 5 per cent. It is true that we produce some bund loom 
cloth of fine quality in Dacca and elsewhere, but we have not the means 
to produce it in large quantity. We cannot even supply the demand 
that there is in Bengal for this fine quality of hundloom cloth. Then, 
of course, Dacca produces its famous muslin; hut the quantity it can 
produce is so small that it is not worth our while to exhibit it. Take 
jute. In this industry the share of the ]H»ople of Bengal is unfortunately 
(onfined to producing jute in the fields and to supplying the labour to 
the jute mills. This industry undoubtedly has assumed colossal pro- 
portions. The value of jute exjxirted from Bengal amounts to nearly 
Rs. 42 crores every year. But I submit, its has been said bv Mr. Langford 
James, that no exhibition is necessary to advertise jute manufactures. 
The jute industry is practically a monopoly of Scotchmen of Dundee, 
and they are the last persons in the world to need assistance from any 
body in selling what they manufacture. Take tea. No exhibition is 
necessary in this case also. Garden-owners, like Mr. Langford James, 
have got their agents in the United Kingdom and in other parts of the 
world where tea is consumed. Recently we are producing leather and 
making boots and shoes, but neither the quantity nor the quality is such 
that any useful purpose will be served by exhibiting these in the 
British Empire Exhibition. On the contrary I agree with Babu T-du 
Bhushan Dutta that a good deal of harm might be done by exhibiting 
boots and shoes that we are making* because it is quite easy for a big 
manufacturing country to manufacture on a large scale the kind of 
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boots and shoes which we are making and send them out here and sell 
them at a rate much cheaper than our prices. On the same reasoning 
it) is no use exhibiting brass and silver wares that we are making at 
Dacca and elsewhere f because we have not the means of producing 
them in large quantities. We cannot even satisfy the demand of 
Bengal. Then as regards the silk manufacture in Berhampore and else- 
where, we cannot supply the demand in India nor even in Bengal. The 
truth is we are not a manufacturing country and therefore, it will not 
benefit us in the least to participate in the British Empire Exhibition. 
As regards the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, I venture 
to think that it is really absurd to ask the British Empire Exhibition 
authorities to provide money for enabling us to participate in their 
Exhibition. In the first place, no one has ever heard of the organizers 
of an exhibition paying their exhibitors to come and show their goods, 
and in the second place, I think it is jierfcctly humiliating to beg money 
for the purjKjse of participating in this Exhibiton. Therefore 1 oppose 
both the resolution and the amendment. 


Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI : 1 regret that I do not approve of 
any opposition to the resolution which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
the Minister for Agriculture atul Industries. I regret the feeling which 
has actuated this opposition. It seems to me that the members who 
have been actuated — 1 do not know by what motive — to oppose this 
resolution — have not seen far enough with regaid to the possibilities 
of such an exhibition. It may not be known to my friend, Mr. 1). 0. 
Glume, that there are products even now in Dacca which require a good 
marked. Has lie ever heard of the kashuia products ? In recent years 
there has been a large sale of kashuia products in EurojH* because we 
do not buy them in sufficient quantities here. It is the Muhammadan 
community of Dacca which is benefiting by these products. They are 
able to produce a larger quantity of kashuia if the demand is greater. 
Is it not right that we should help tjiem to produce more kashuia which 
is made into turbans and various other things and commands a market 
in Chicago, Turkey, and Central Europe? There are other products also 
in Bengal which are valued in Europe. Why are you thinking of the 
products of machinery alone? There are home industries which have 
got to be supported. There is a large quantity of such products in 
Bengal k for which there aVe no buyers. If a man can produce a piece 
of muslin and if he cannot find a buyer in the country be must be 
helped to sell his productions. Muslin can be produced in larger 
quantities if there is a market for them. There is none at present in 
Bengal, but there is a market for them and good lace outside India. 
An exhibition of this character will help things forward. I regret 
that an idea prevails amongst some of our members that this is only a. 
process of exploitation on the part of British commercial men. There 
should be no such fear, and I hope whole-hearted support will be given 
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to the resolution which has been brought forward by the Hon'ble the 
Minister. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : 1 had an oppoitu- 
nity of being present at the White ('it\ Exhibition in London a few \curs 
ago and from my personal experience 1 cun say that thiough an exhibi- 
tion like that Indian products can Ik* introduced into England and other 
parts of Europe and it will In* to the Iwnefit of India. I can give you an 
instance. In that exhibition one Kedarfinth Das (Jupta exhibited 
mangoes preserved in swup and from that time this article commands a 
ready market in England. Several such instances can be given. 
Guava jelly is manufactured here and if it is brought to the notice of 
the English public it will have a large sale there. I am not talking of 
the articles which tin* lich people will purchase but these jellies and 
other things will be consumed by the oi dinary jieoplb thoie and will 
have a ready sale. Sii, I myself am in business and I also know the 
possibilities of exhibiting Indian manufactured boots and shoes in 
England. I differ from Mr (ihose that our leather goods are not 
worth exhibiting. The pioduets of the National Tannery and even of 
the TTtkal Tannery are consideied to be better than some of the English 
manufactured goods and I am suie that on l boots and shoes will command 
a ready maiket there. Sii, we have cheap lalxuir here and from the 
labour jniint of view this Exhibition will be of immense benefit to us. 
By exhibiting these goods we shall convince English lultour that Indian 
labour here is getting ujMo-date and that Indian labour is not merely 
juriffh labour. They will know that Indian lnlxnir can produce things 
which they themselves cannot produce so well and they will have greater 
resjiect for Indian labour. The\ will know that Indian labourers are 
not merely tea garden coolies but that they are skilled workers and this 
feeling I wartt to have created in England. Therefore, I think that we 
should participate in the British Empire Exhibition. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The resolution which has been 
moved by the Hon’ble the Minister for Industries and Agriculture 
requires support, for it is an exhibition in which the Dominions would 
participate; why should India alone participate in this Exhibition and 
not Bengal as well? Therefore if we approach the subject from this 
point of view, I think we have to support the resolution. But at the 
same time we ought to take into consideration the economic condition 
of India as also that of Bengal. I therefore supjx>rt the resolution of 
the Hon’ble the Minister but the expenditure ought not to be very much. 

It ought to be in consonance with the economic condition of Bengal. 

* 

Mr. NU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to support the 
amendment in the same spirit in which Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
moved it, viz., in the spirit of opposition to the resolution, and my 
main reason for supporting ike amendment is the financial reason. 
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Many members here who come from the mufassal are not aware of the 
feeling* ’of indignation which prevails here amongst the people of 
Calcutta on account of certain impositions that have been placed upon 
the poor people here that whenever any resolution arises which demands 
an 'extraordinary expenditure which can by any possibility be avoided 
we shall rise in our ranks to oppose such a resolution. I should like 
to know whether these three lakhs of rupees will be derived from the 
income which the hospitals of Calcutta will get from the imposition 
which has been so barbarously laid upon the poor people of Calcutta 
by the Hon’ble the Minister of Public Health. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not tli i uk it is quite in order. You are 
travelling outside the bounds of the subject. You will please keep 
within bounds. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Where is this money 
to come from? Is this money coming from the hospitals? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not concerned with the source from 
which the money is to come. We are now concerned with the proposal 
to contribute a sum of money for the Exhibition. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : Then, I say that it is 
criminal for us to spend three lakhs* of rujiees when the financial strin- 
gency is so great that the jjoor people of Calcutta have to pay eight 
annas to gain admission into the free and charitable hospitals of 
Calcutta and to pay four pice for every three marks of medicine that 
they take. It is scandalous that, when things like these are introduced, 
with the sanction of a Minister of the Government, Government bhould 
come forward with a projxisal to spend three lakhs of rupees on an 
Exhibition. 4 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: It is my melancholy duty to 
oppose the grant for the coming Empire Exhibition. Sir, I do not 
propose to enter into the merits or the value which can be derived from 
such an exhibition. In the face of the stringent financial condition 
of the. Government of Bengal since the inauguration of the Reform 
constitution, in the face of a huge deficit of about one crore of rupees 
staring in our face in the. next eoming budget, in the face of an 
attempt* to curtail all educational activities of this province as has been 
recommended by* the Retrenchment Committee, in the face of the parti- 
cular taxation which my friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, has 
just stated from the poor hospital patients of this country, can Bengal 
honestly feel the slightest enthusiasm to participate in a foreign exhibi- 
tion which means an expenditure of the huge sum of rupees three 
lakhs? I know there are some enthusiasts among us like Mr. Lang- 
ford James who would like to spend money — hard-earned money— from 
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the coffers of the poor cultivators of this province and I have no objec- 
tion if those enthusiasts spend money from their own pockets without 
asking any sum to be spent by the representatives of this Council. I 
feel certain that all right-thinking men, considering the present finan- 
cial position of the province, will oppose whole-heartedly the expendi- 
ture for the purpose of this Exhibition in a foreign country. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : There has been much talk 
over the subject, though no one has stated what are the exact objects 
of the British Empire Exhibition. The objects are worth quoting. 
They are — 

** (1) To find fresh sources of national wealth in the development 
and utilization of the raw materials of the Empire. 

(2) To foster inter-Imperial trade and find a wqrld market for 

Dominion and home products — (here there is no mention of 
India). 

(3) To make the different parts and people of the British Empire 

better known to each other, and to focus public attention 
in England to the illimitable possibilities of India and the 
great Dominions Overseas as w'ell as the Crown Colonies and 
Dependencies.” 

It is j>atent from this thut the object of the Exhibition is not so much 
to find a world market for Indian products and manufactures as to 
“ focus public attention in England to the illimitable inabilities of 
India.” To be frank, Sir, this is one of the very things which 
we desire to avoid in our present position, viz., more and more atten- 
tion simply to our raw materials. My friend, Bubu Jttdu Bhushan 
Dutta, has referred to the fact that the Ceylon Government have decided 
not to jmrticiimte in the British Empire Exhibition. But why he has 
not explained. An official rommunufur states that ** the (Vvlon Gov- 
ernment consulted the various local bodies interested, but little or no 
enthusiasm was evinced and the expenditure which the ixirtiriputinix 
would involve was such that the Government (i.r., the Ceylon Govern- 
ment) in the present financial position of the Colony could not possibly 
contemplate without an assurance of extensive local support.” The 
Hon’ble the Minister moving this resolution in a Written sjieech has 
not dealt with this aspect of the question and has not been pleased to 
inform us if the local bodies were consulted or not, and if consulted, 
what assurance of extensive local support he has got. And if Ceylon 
could consider that her financial position was not such as could allow 
her to participate in the Exhibition I do not understand why we also 
could not and should not consider our financial position in this connec- 
tion. Why, in the face of the present financial stringency, should we 
be a party to the expenditure of three lakhs of rupees simply for the 
advertisement of certain products or goods of our country when our 
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home industries are dying for want of financial support? Sir, it is a 
historical truth that India was a manufacturing country; but it is not 
so now. Under the present circumstances, therefore, when India has 
got ,to depend for her daily needs, on outside manufactures, I do not 
understand how we are in a position to take part in such an Exhibi- 
tion. I would strongly request our Government to consider the present 
financial situation and to decline the invitation extended to us on 
grounds of financial stringency. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I agree with Babu Indu 
Bhu.4ian Dutta and Mr. D. (\ Ghose in their view for reasons that 
need not l>e stated in detail, and in view of our present financial condi- 
tion, I think it is impossible for me to support this idea of spending 
three lakhs of rupees on account of this Exhibition. It is possible that 
some of our nascent industries might be benefited by this Exhibition, 
but regard being had to the fact that the chief raw products of our 
country are rice and jute, which require no advertisement in England, 
I do not know whether the coitch] >on ding gain to the tax-pavers will 
be such as would justify our expending this money. I do not go into 
the question of the exploitation of this country by England because 
that is not necessary at the present moment, nor do 1 think that any 
implication of motive as has been suggested by the Labour member is 
called for, but there is the solid reason which cannot be got over and 
that is our present financial difficulty, and in the face of that it will 
be unjust lo our country if we under any circumstances agree to sj>end 
this three lakhs of rupees which will be a heavy drain on our present 
resources. I am, therefore, decidedly of opinion that this money ought 
to be spent, by the British Exhibition authorities and not by ourselves, 
and to that extent I wholf -heart edly oppose any idea of spending money 
for this purpose because this is not the time 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : What about 
Bombay ? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am not concerned with 
Bombay: Bengal is my motherland and I am here to serve her. I do 
not know the conditions of Bombay — they might be prosperous. The 
member* does not perhaps know that her income is about 19{ crores 
while ours is barely 10 crores. We have been called upon to make 
retrenchments. We are going to cut down the pay of our own people 
and to stop many of our activities in order to make two ends meet, and 
is it time that we should spend three lakhs of rupees for this purpose? 
I, as a member of the Retrenchment Committee, should be the first 
to oppose this and I, under any circumstances, cannot countenance an 
expenditure of this character. 
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Babtl MITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I do not think that any con. 
tradictory conduct of Government is taken in the same light as thut of 
private individuals, otherwise the Government would not have come 
forward with the report of the Retrenchment Committee on one hand 
and with the proposal for the exjienditure of three lakhs on the other. 
The question of the present financial condition has not beeu discussed 
by any of those gentlemen who got up to support this motion. Some 
gentlemen said that some indu^tnes of Dacca or other places might 
find a field in England, and it has been stated by the Labour member 
that a few years ago he found that some Bengal products got u market 
in England as a result of these things being exhibited at an exhibition. 
But this argument goes against the proposal; because if the Indian 
products found a maiket m England without any previous exhibition 
in India, there is no necessity tor an exhibition like the one promised. 
One of the members intermpted while Balm Surendra Nath Mallik was 
shaking by saying — What about Bombay Y Well, he forgets that 
Madras and Bombay have not got jiermanent settlement; they are 
increasing their revenue even year, whereas we hud to amend the 
Court-fees Act and the Stamp Act tor getting increased revenue, and 
even to ask jienplc to pay for enjoying amusements. So I do not see 
with what lace this demand can be made. 1 do not think that anyone 
having the least sense of responsibility will support this motion. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: As has been stated by 
the Hon’ble the Minister, our budget estimate for the current year 
contained a demand for Rs. 25,000 to meet the excuses arising out of 
our puiticipatioii in the BiitLh Empire Exhibition. But this grant 
would lapse at the end of the \ear. So, when I got the notice of this 
resolution, I thought that the Depaitment of Industiies wanted to lie 
sure of the attitude of the House before including the sum in the next 
yeai’s budget. Sir, no one denies the fact that these exhibitions have 
great educative value both fmm economic and commercial considera- 
tions. Kui ther. Sir. the experience of the great war has taught us that 
it is politically imperative that the resources of the British Empire both 
in raw materials and finished produc ts should be widely known to the * 
people of the different parts of the Empire. It is, therefore. Sir, that 
though Bengal itself is not going to derive much benefit from this 
Empire Exhibition, we sanctioned the amount of Rs. 25,000 on the last 
occasion. But, Sir, there must be put a limit to our expenses in this 
connection. A statement made by the Hon'ble the Minister this morn- 
ing has taken our breath a wav. If it is thought that the expenses 
would exceed Rs. 25,000 by a sum of Rs. 2,75,000 — though Ve have 
not got the revised estimate, I think it might be another two lakhs — 
we would rather not participate in this British Empire Exhibition, 
But, Sir, if the Exhibition authorities assure us of payng pur expense* 

8x 
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— I do not say entire expenses, but expenses in excess of the sanc- 
tioned amount of Rs. 25,000 — 1 surely would not object to this resolu- 
tion. But, Sir, by this resolution if it is meant that we are asked to 
sanction three lakhs of rujx*es, then before we sanction this huge amount 
from our depleted coffers, we must see as to how we, the people of 
Bengal, are going to be benefited bv it. Sir, high-sounding imperial 
terms might dazzle us. They may waft us to the seventh heaven. But 
when we spend money gathered by imposing new taxes, squeezing it 
out of the poor people, even by taxing their amusements, we must be 
convinced that the money we s}**nt is going to return to us hundred- 
fold; otherwise we would be bad custodians of' the people’s money. I 
shall not Ik* Jong. Whatever I wanted to say has been said by other 
members. 1 am not opposed to the principle of the resolution, but. I 
am opposed to the spending of three lakhs of rui>ees. 

Mr. «l. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: The member, who is seated in 
front of me, has stated t hut the eountn is poor and this is not the time 
to sj>end money, but this is a business piopnsition and, as such, when 
business is dull and there is not much doing, a good business man spends 
more money on advertising his business, and tin* larger the amount he 
spends on judicious advertisement, t lie gi eater return he gets, as 
witness — Sunlight Soap, Beecham’s Pills, and many others. These 
businesses started in a very small way but l>\ advertising, they have 
grown into the great piosj>erous concern they an* now. You have got 
a golden opiKirtunity of displaying the arts and industries of Bengal 
on reasonable terms, in a great Exhibition that is going to, be held in 
England — an Exhibition that will 1m* visited by fieople from all parts 
of the world. The advantages to me an* so apparent that I cannot 
understand the narrowness of the views expressed by those who opjiose 
the motion. Some of the mcml>ers opposing this motion say (hat if 
huge orders came, they would not be able to meet the demands of the 
foreign countries. I cannot understand this statement. I have not 
found the Bengali lacking in enterprise when he sees opportunities of 
advancing his business position and it stands to reason if there is a 
large demand, the prices will go up, the industries will increase and 
* what'vou call a poverty-stricken country will become a very prosperous 
country, but the raemliers who oppose this reason are doing the very 
thing that will damn the- prosperity of the country by missing a golden 
opportunity. I hope that this Council will take a big broad view of 
the question and recognize that the one way of advancing the cause of 
Bengal’s industries is by displaying her arts and industries on all suit- 
able occasions. An Exhibition such as this only come once in a man’s 
life-time, and Bengal would lx* foolish and lacking in foresight, should 
she not seize this opportunity. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER G H 08 E Bahadur: Before I say any- 
thing I mupt say that I find the old system was much better than the 
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present one for old isusons like ltai Maheudra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
and myself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T cannot allow you to discuss that matter in any 
shape or form. You must confine yourself to the subject of the resolu- 
tion. 

Rai tIOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This question should 
he considered impartially and with calmness. 1 have )>cen connected 
with exhibitions and mdustiies of all sorts in this country for the last 
20 years and I know what they mean. 1 cannot take the ipse ilijit of 
gentlemen who sav that we have got so many industries which would 
he benefited by paitieipation in the Exhibition to he held in England. 
I cannot take from Sir Asutosh Clmudliuri that certain arts of my own 
district would get a gieat fillip by participating in this Exhibition. He 
does not know what lie speaks of. He was quite right and so was 
Mr. Langford James that the cottage industiies of Bengal can be exhibited 
there. Now what are the cottage indust ires of Bengal that can be sent 
to London:" KhntlnrY (VitinnL not. Nobody has told us what we are 
going to send to London. Somebody said that leuthoi goods should be 
sent. lie does not know what he sjH»aks of. 1 have been connected 
with the leather industiy and I know' that England will not take fully 
cured leather from India. England only takes half-cured leather. 
People come here and say things of which they have no knowledge 
whatsoever. 

Now, Sii, having said all this, 1 must say that Bengal being a 
pait of the Bntish Empire it does not look gracious on our part not to 
participate in an Exhibition held as an Empire Exhibition, but w'c must 
remember that wo shall derive ven little benefit from it- -a fact which 
nobody can question. Remembering that we should spend as little as 
possible, and, therefore, 1 do hope that the Hon’hle the Minister will 
not s|KMid more than one lakh of itijiees in this matter. We can spend 
that much for the lamatha and for pleasing the British people and no 
more. The motion does not s]n*ak of any sum of money, and if the 
llon’ble the Minister in charge only tells us that he would sjx*nd a 
small sum of money, not three lakhs, we shall agree to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I had no 

mind to take part in this debate, but I think I ought lo say a few words. 
It has been said that we ought to participate in this Exhibition. Well, 
I think this being a British Empire Exhibition we ought to take part 
in it. We know — at least the Hon’ble the Minister has told us — that 
even such a poor province as Bihar is going to contribute about a lakh 
of rupees. Of course, Bengal is also hard hit : it is financially very poor. 
Whether a sum of three lakhs of rupees ought to lie contributed by the 
Presidency of Bengal and whether the benefit that Bengal will derive 
will be commensurate with that contribution are matters which require 
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serious consideration. We have already, I think, budgeted for Rs. 25,000 
to be paid out of the budget of this yeai, and I think another Rs. 25,000 
or no ought to be a quite sufficient conti ibution from Bengal. Mv 
friepd, Rai Jogendra Thunder (xhose Bahadur, has said that about a 
lakh of rupees should be spent. Well, that seems to me not a very 
unreasonable amount. We ought to paiticipate in this British Empire 
Exhibition because Bengal being a part of the British Empire, it does 
not look well that we should remain seated in our chairs and not con- 
tribute one single pice. We have already promised to pay Rs. 25,000 
and we ought to pay something more. That is all I have to say. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the resolution so ably moved by the Hon’bie the Minister in charge of 
Industries. It has been put forward that this province is poor and 
passing through a financial nisis and so it cannot afford to spare three 
lakhs of rupees for participation in the British Empire Exhibition. But 
we must remember that these things aie of fai-reaehing effect and unless 
we know what are the benefits that are likely to accrue from such an 
exhibition, we cannot foim any definite idea whether we should support 
this resolution or oppose it. In order to decide whether we should take 
any part in it we must be gilided by the opinion of people who have 
experience abroad and know what art* the necessities of the world, and 
whether there is any possibility of niaiket m other countries for articles 
which our country can produce at much lesser cost. Looking from that 
point of view we find that such gentlemen having wide experience as 
Sir Asutosh Thaudhuii, Mr. Krishna ('handra Ray Chaudhuri and 
Mr. Langford James have ahead) told us that there is ample field abroad 
for the products of this country. We find that our country can produce 
silk for which there is a greater demand in other countries: at Dacca we 
have got conch industry, silver wares, which are much appreciated 
abroad, and there is a nascent industry in button-making. Of course 
the buttons are not of a very superior quality but we must see 'whether 
we can produce it at a much lesser ccxst and so command the market out- 
side India. It has been said that we are importing large quantities of 
leather-made articles from foreign countries and if we send our pro- 
ducts'll would not benefit our country, but on the contrary it would 
give an opportunity to the foreigners to imitate and send those articles, 
but they forget one thing that our raw leather are to a certain extent 
not cured. We can cure this leather, and we know by experience that 
couutry-made shoes are more lasting than English-made ones, and it 
is possible that the foreigners may demand articles which may prove 
more lasting than those produced in their own country. It is not only 
boots and shoes, but also things as saddlery, etc., if exhibited in such 
a world-wide Exhibition, can find a ready market in other countries. 
Then, again, some young men of our country are producing medicines. 
Take, for instance, the Qrimault’s Syrup. I do not know whether our 
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medicine is equally efficacious, hut if we t an prove to the world that 
our products are not only efficacious hut at the same time cheap, we 
can fa ii ly hope that they will find a ready maiket outside India. Then 
what is this thiee lakhs of rupees? That is only a thousandth part of 
our expenditure and that too will he spread over three years. Every 
time we say we are pool, hut aie we cluing anything to augment the re- 
sources of our count! \ ? This exjteuditure is intended for augmenting 
the resources of our count rx so as to enable our jieople to offer their com- 
modities for wale to the woihl and by doing so they can get some money, 
and Government max get something out of the taxes that max he le.xied on 
th ese pioducts. Theiefoie, it is piodmtive business, and we should 
not grudge an amount of three lakhs of rupees. 

It has been suggested that the expenditure should he curtailed, hut 
that is a matter which should he h*ft to the experts. 1’tliink the Minister 
and his staff should console! whether they should spend three lakhs or 
one lakh. Perhaps bx sending thiee lakhs better and prominent span* 
can he secured and a poition of the money can he got back by subletting 
pa it of the spate 

** It has been said that the land icvemies of Bombay an* greater than 
those of Bengal, hut that lias nothing to do with the advertisement of 
our industiies such as silk, anfhr.s, tnutjas, ivorx woiks, silver wales, 
and other things. These products will find a leudy market abroad and 
we can get a sufficient return. 

With these xxoids I strongly support the resolution moved by the 
Hon’ hie the Minister. 

Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 desire to apeak 
on this subject. 1 am soirv to oppose the resolution. Let me speak 
straight to the Council. Are we in a position to contribute three lakhs 
of rupees for participating in the Exhibition? It cannot lie denied, it 
ought not to be denied, that there is a cry of poverty throughout the 
land. It cannot be denied and it ought not to lie denied that we cannot 
vote for three lakhs of rupees for this purpose. Irrespective and inde- 
pendent of the merits of the lesolutiim, we can say. this that it will be 
very hard in these da \s to contribute so large a sum of money. We 

would have been very proud— I say Bengal would have been very proud 

to take part in the Exhibition, but as a matter of fact it is a large sum 
of money which we cannot spare. Members of the (’ouneil know verv 
well that everywhere in the land — everywhere in Bengal — after the 
publication of the Report of the Retrenchment Committee tffere haabeen 
great anxiety, and when the Council is going to retrench the salaries 
of many of the officers of Government, will it be fair, will it be just to 
vote, for a contribution of three lakhs of rupees? Now it is said that 
there will be no advantage in sending our articles and goods to the 
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Exhibition. I do not share in that. There are advantages and dis- 
advantages, but the question is the economic condition of the country 
and it precludes us from supporting the motion. 

B4bu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : 1 beg to move that the 
question bellow put. 

On a show of hands being taken, the motion that the question be 
now put was declared lost. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY! While according my support to the 
resolution moved by the Ifou’ble the Minister, I would like to say that 
I am not for spending a considerable sum of money in connection with 
the Exhibition either at Calcutta or at London. We are all aware of 
the* financial condition of the Government. This deplorable condition 
of our finance was already explained by His Excellency the Governor at 
Suri the other day when he admitted that though the present ignorance 
had to lie enlightened, sickness had to be fought out and industries had 
to he helped, nothing could he done for want of funds and he had none 
to give. Under these conditions, it would he hard to justify an expen- 
diture of so much money save and except that of public utility. That 
is one of the reasons I want to adduce. The second reason is that this 
Exhibition in London is intended for the benefit of manufacturing coun- 
tries and that we should not pay tor it. With this reservation, I sup- 
port the Uon’ble the Minister’s proposal. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM A L I : At first I thought that 1 would not take 
part in this debate, and in fact for a layman like me it was very diffi- 
cult to decide as to whether 1 should support or oppose the resolution. 
From the arguments which have been advanced by the oppositionists I 
find that they may lie classified under three heads. The first objection 
is that it is a mere sentimental matter, whereas business men call it a 
business problem. I have never heard such conflicting views being 
pushed forward from two sides. Som^ of the members who have got 
absolutely no connection with trade or business hold that it is a mere 
sentimental question. Other gentlemen who are connected with busi- 
ness, who are merchants, consider this question as merely a business 
question: Those gentlemen who call it a mere sentimental thing are 
not in any way associated with business, so far as I know. Therefore, 
for a layman like me, I will have to attach importance to the views of 
the business men and will have to arrive r.*t my decision accordingly. 
But then, there is the other objection, viz., that the financial stringency 
of the province does not allow us to spend a heavy sum of three lakhs. 
That is an argument which has got much force, but at the same time we 
mimt consider what is the return for this investment, if we accept the 
views of business men that it is merely a business question. Mr. Mallik 
and others, who have said that the financial stringency of the province 
does not admit of such a heavy expenditure, said that they were not in 
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a position to say what would he the ultimate return for this investment— 
I should call it so — if the All-India British Empire Exhibition. That 
evidently must he the test, hut one can hardly suy how far the indus- 
tries of the province would he bettered by taking 'purl in the All-India 
British Empire Exhibition: that must evidently Ik* a guess and it is 
always a guesswork. It is the business men who can say whether a 
substantial return will Ik* gained by the people of this province if really 
Bengal participates in the All-India British Empire Exhibition. To 
me it seems that when the possibilities are numerous, when the iKissibili- 
ties are unknown, and when no man can definitely say what would Ik* 
the return for this irnestment, it is desirable that at least the Hon’hle 
the Minister of Industries should Ik* given an opportunity of mukiug 
this experiment. It is nowhere suggested and iiolnidy bus suggested 
it, that it would lead to no profits. It will lead to some protits, hut 
whether the profits that would he gained would he co'mmeusuruto with 
the investment is a question which remains to Ik* decided and which 
remains to la* seen. 

Then there is the question of amount Of course there is no sub- 
stantive amendment to that effect, hut some members have suggested 
that the amount ought to he cut down. Now, that evidently would 
require exjK'it opinion. The Hon’hle the Minister must have at his 
resources experts who would he in a position to say things of what 
kind, of what varieties and up to what extent should he exhibited. 
If wo simply take part in an exhibit ion and if all tin* iinjxntant things 
are not exhibited, it is bet t ei that wc should not do nnvt Bing If we 
are to make exhibitions at all, we must exhibit such things as w< mid 
really lead to some good results. As to what things should he exhibited 
and what not, the experts and the business men can very well sav. 
Therefore it will Ik* for the Hon’hle the Minister, with the help of his 
experts as well as with the help of business men, to decide as to what 
exhibits he would select for exhibition in the All-India British Empire 
Exhibition and I Iiojk* that the Hon’ble the Minister, who has got in the 
heart of his hearts a desire for economy as well as any other member 
of the Council, would see his way just only to spend so much money as 
is essentially necessary for making all exhibits that should lx* exhibited 
in order that the rural products of this particular province may he exhh 
bited. For that we can safely depend upon the Hon'ble the Minister 
and his experts and the business men who must have advised him in this 
matter. Therefore, as there is no substantive amendment regarding 
the amount which has to Ik* spent, I have no other alternative hut to 
support the resolution moved by the Hon 'hie the Minister and to oppose 
the amendment which has been moved by Babu Tndu Bhushan I>utta. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACR|. 
CULTURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. 4 . T. Donovan): When this reso- 
lution was introduced it was beyond the hopes of the greatest optimist 
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that it would escape the attention of the “ breezy corner ” where the 
permanent opposition has installed itself. When, however, the breezes 
that emanated from that corner have been of such a kind as completely 
to upset the equilibrium of the whole question and to lead to considera- 
tion of the most irrelevant matters, we naturally feel somewhat aggrieved. 
We have heard, as a result of the opposition that oiiginated, as I have 
said, in that corner, discussions of various matters from the Permanent 
Settlement to the price of castor oil. We have had people wandeiing 
all about the question discussing anything except the question, argu- 
ing whether it should he three lakhs or whether it should he two lakhs 
or Its. 25,000. One member alone, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed appears to me lo have thoroughly grasped our position as we 
wished it to be giasped. We are not heie asking for a vote for money. 
The time for that will come when the budget comes. We are here ask- 
ing the Council to accept a principle, the principle being that we should 
participate in the Biitish Km pi re Exhibition, and that with a view to 
that participation we should have a prcliininaiy Exhibition in Calcutta. 
If anybody m this Council imagines that this can be done without 
s)H»nding mows, well, it is useless for me to try and convince him 
that it cannot. If he is capable of imagining that, there is no use dis- 
cussing it with him. We know that it will cost money and when we 
knnw r accurately the amount oi mones that it will cost, we shall be 
able to tell the Council. Now we have taken an estimate which has 
been given to us by the Commissioner of the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion in order to give some idea of the expense to the Council and even 
this figure, within my hearing, is misrepresented in a most incredible 
fashion. By member ufter mom tier it has been suggested that the 
Hoii’ble the Minister has asked the Council to spend three lakhs on 
this Exhibition. The Ilon’blo the Minister clearly suggested that we 
might have to incur an expenditure of three lakhs accompanied by mini- 
mum recoveries extending to one and a half lakhs. The members who 
have opfKwed the motion have, however, very conveniently avoided all 
mention of recoveries; without exception they have avoided this. Even 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, who has so lately been dealing with recov- 
eries and retrenchments, has completely avoided all consideration of the 
one and 4 i half lakhs which the HoiThle the Minister has said will be the 
minimum recoveries on an expenditure of three lakhs. 

Mr. Syed Nasim Ali has very rightly pointed out that two opposite 
sets of opinions have been put before the Council. One set claims that 
this is a sentimental question purely. Another set holds that it is a 
question of business. The fact of the matter is that it is both a question 
of sentiment and of business and even at the risk of reiterating what 
has been said before, I shall endeavour to prove to the Council that as 
a question of sentiment and as a question of. business ft is a question 
which deserves our favourable consideration. 
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Even from what I have called the breezy corner 1 did not expect to 
hear, as has been suggested, that the Biitish Empire is not an Empire 
for which we should adopt the so-called suicidal policy of spending a 
lakh and a half of rupees. Fot the Biitish Empire hundreds and thous- 
ands of men have laid down their lives and treusuie untold has been 
spent. And yet we have heaid it said that even for this Empire, the 
so-called suicidal policy of spending one and a half lakhs cannot com- 
mend itself to the Council. 

I have said that we are dealing with a question of sentiment ns well 
as of business, and I shall confess no shame if any winds of mine are 
sentimental. 1 want the Council to consider what has been done through- 
out the British Empm* foi this Exhibition. It has been suggested that 
this Exhibition has been organized for the benefit of England and for 
the benefit of the manufacturing count nes u< home.. Well, Australia, 
Canada, countries like Afiica, New Zealand, the whole Empire inelud- 
ing India, have rallied to England in this. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Question! 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN : Ei oin the same corner comes a question. It 
has been questioned that (In* whole Biitish Empire has rallied to Eng- 
land and that India has rallied to England in tins matter. There is no 
part of the Biitish Empire, except St. Helena and Ceylon, which 
has refused to participate in this Exhibition. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Wlmt about Mamitius? 

Mr. j. T. DONOVAN: Mauritius has already taken space jn the 
British Empire Exhibition. It the member who has interrupted me 
wishes to know the places whic h have taken space in the Exhibition I 
can give him figures. Australia has taken 100,000 squaie feet and 
is spending £250,000. Canada is pledged to participate and although 
the latest information to hand has not given the figuies, it is authori- 
tatively stated that Canada will emulate Australia. New Zealand has 
taken 40,000 square feet and is spending £00,000. Burma has taken 
2$ acres and is spending seven lakhs of rujtfes, South Africa has decided 
upon a building occupying 25,000 square feet and costing .£'10,000. 
Mauritius, Kenya, Nyasaland, Sudan, Tanganyika, C gaudy, Zanzibar, 
Somaliland, The Bahamans, British Honduras, Jamaica, The Windward 
Islands, The Falkland Inlands, Cyprus, Palestine, Straits Settlements, 
Solomon Islands, Gilbert Islands, Gambia, Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone — all these have already taken space in the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion. 

Last year at this time, as the Hon’ble the Minister jK>inted out, 
when the Legislative Assembly was faced with a deficit about which 
we all know — that was the second great deficit budget — and when the 
political horizon was overcast, in spite of all, the Government of India, 
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supported by the Legislative Assembly’s unanimous vote came to a 
decision to participate in the British Empire Exhibition at a cost of 
£167,000. As has been said, they were largely persoiaded in this 
decision by the pleadings of the members from Bengal, and it has rightly 
been argued that Bengal is in consequence morally bound to support them. 
Since then, during the year that has elapsed, five provinces have con- 
sidered this question. Bombay, United Provinces, the Punjab, Bihar 
and Orissa, and Madras.* In all these provinces, a solid vote was given 
for participation in the British Empire Exhibition on sentimental and on 
business grounds. The British Empire Exhibition Commissioner has 
told me — be is here at present and is listening to me — that in all these 
Councils the proposal was curried by a large majority. We have of 
course seen it published in certain papers that Bihar and Orissa refused 
to participate. That statement though denied remained uncontradicted, 
of course, in certain papers. 1 repeat now that no province has jet 
refused to participate, and it will be a shame if Bengal refuses. As I 
have said before, we are not discussing the amount which it will eofat. 
We are discussing the principle and 1 trust that the Council, knowing 
that it will have an opportunity of discussing the amount which will be 
asked for in connection w ith this Exhibition, will agree to the pi in- 
ciple now. 1 am glad to say 1 have observed what I think aie symp- 
toms of this agreement, and I liojie I am not mistaken. 

It :s hardly necessary tor me to assure the House that neither the 
Hon’ble the Minister nor 1 am oblivious of the financial condition of 
Bengal. It is hardly necessary for me to say that we have not closed 
our eyes to the o]>enitions of the Retrenchment Committee who have 
been sweeping the administrative house from roof to cellar suggesting, 
in their eagerness to find the missing groats, even the removal of five 
of the great joists of the “*teel frame.” It cannot be seriously con- 
tended that we have overlooked all this. We have not done so. 

Then* is indeed a sentimental side to, this question. India is a part 
of the British Empire and as part of the British Empire the Legislative 
Assembly decided to enter into the British Empire Exhibition. We in 
Bengal are part of the British Empire and are part of India. Is there 
any ouo here who is ashapied of the relation? We must go with India: 
we must go with the British Empire. 

There is*a business side to this question. We have been told that 
we have not much to show and the same speaker has told us that even 
what wp have will only be imitated. Then we have been told that 
whatever goods w T e send, it is no use sending them for sale, as they 
will not be sold. I ask the Council, as a business proposition, ore we 
more likely to sell our things if we keep them here at home or if we 
send them to the Exhibition? If we wish to advertise them to the 
world, surely it is an obvious business proposition to take advantage 
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of this unique opportunity for advertisement. 1 leave that to the 
business men, however. 

I turn now to what seems to me to be one of the strongest reasons 
why Bengal should participate in this Exhibition. [ have argued and 
I hold that we are morally bound to participate. I hold that we are 
morally bound, bound to Bengal itself, to India and to the British 
Empire to participate. I have argued and I hold that on eionomic 
grounds we should participate, as business members of this Council 
have aigued. Above all, however, do I argue and do I bold that on poli- 
tical grounds it would be inexcusable folly on the part of the jH'ople of 
Bengal to hide their heads or sulk and remain away, while 40 million 
jieople are coming to see what the Empire can do. What w ill these 40 
million people say if they gaze round and gaze in vain for Bengal? 
Where, they will ask, are those political pioneers of the East, where are 
those people to whom we are to entrust more and more rapidly the 
destinies of a continent? When the whole Empire is gathered together 
in the bosom of the mother — her adopted children and the children of her 
blood — is Bengal alone going to remain aside? 1 hold that on every 
ground this Council will be ill-advised to remain out of the Exhibition. 

I wish to emphasize once more* that theie is no quest ion of the 
amount of funds being discussed. The question ofi the amount of 
funds will come up afterwards and the Council will have sm opjKirtunily 
of dealing with these funds and even of items specified in connection with 
them. There in no doubt that the expenditure will 1 m* kept down to the 
lowest possible minimum. There is no doubt that the great industries of 
Bengal which will exhibit their product* in tliiis Empire 
Exhibition will 1m* required to pny for their exhibits. We are 
not going to bolster up the jute industry, the tea industry, the coal 
industry, or the great iron industry at the exjiense of the tnxjiayers of 
Bengal. It is essential, however, that our minor industries of which 
there are many, in spite of what has been said, must 1m* HUpjKirted by 
Government and they must be brought into touch with the Exhibition 
by Government. We must buy their products and send them to the 
Exhibition, and for that we shall require funds. Otherwise they will 
never reach the world and they will never be known and this unique 
opportunity will be gone for another fifty years. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAH DUTTA: May I ask the Hon’ hie the 
Minister one question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! There ran be no further speeches. The hon’ble 
member has replied. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask a question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I can allow' that. We have had 
a very long debate. 
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Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Just one question! 

Mr. PRESIDENT* I am afraid not. Wo have a lot of business to 
transact this afternoon. 

The following motion of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta was then put: 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the province of 
Bengal should participate in the British Empire Exhibition of 1924, 
and that, with a view to this participation, steps be taken to organize 
a preliminary Exhibition in Calcutta in the cold weather of 1923, pro- 
vided that the British Empire Exhibition authorities pay all costs in 
connection with the exhibits sent from Bengal.” 

A division was taken with the following result 


AYE8. 


Ahmed, Munshl Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadev. 

Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran GTiandra. 
Ds, Ral Bahadur Fantndralal. 

Doss, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahsndra Chandra. 


Moitra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 

MukharJI, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

Mukherjes, Babu Nltya Dhon. 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. 

Mulllck, Babu Nlrode Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb 8hekhareswar. 

Rlshi, Babu Rashlk Chandra. 

1 Roy, Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh Chandra 
Sarkar, Babu Plshlndra TTaTTi. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Hussyn Shahred. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Avam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Bancrjoa, tho Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Afclnash Charittra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Blrley, Mr L. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Ifc. W. C. 

Chaudhurl Sir Asutosh. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Ramatjan. 

Chowdhury, Maulvl Fallal Karim. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currie, Mr. W.X. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Dear#, Major-General B. H. 

Dey, Mr. G. G. 

Donald, the Non'ble Mr. J . 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Forrostor, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Goode, Mr. I. w. 

Nomoll, Mr. W. W. 

The Ayes being 26 and the 


N0E8 

| Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddln. 
Khan, Mr. Raraur Rahman. 

| Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Ershad All. 

; Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the 
Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. 0. 

| Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 
j Morgan, Mr. C. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 

| Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentloe, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

| Roy. Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Salim, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdws. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogtsh Chandra. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, ths Hon'ble Mr. N. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Nissan. 

Vlllltrs, Mr. F. E. E. 

I 

Noes 53, the motion was lost. 
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The following motion of Mr. J. T. Donovan was then put: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the province 
of Bengal should participate in the British Empire Exhibition of 1924, 
and that, with a view to this jmrticipation, steps he taken to organise 
a preliminary Exhibition in Calcutta in the cold weather of 1923.” 

A division was taken with the following result : — 

AYfcO. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Emaduddm. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waiimuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Yakulnuddln. 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Ktiwaja Mohamed. 
Banerjea, the Hon'ble fir Surrndra Nath. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Milnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral iahlb Panchanan. 

Blrley, Mr L. 

Bose, Mr. 8. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’bie the Nawab falyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Mautvl 
Ramatjan. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Faxlal Karim. 

Cohen, Mr. O. <1. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Mr. 8. R. 

Dearc, Major-Ceneral B. H. 

Oey, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Coode, Mr. 8. W. 

Horne II, Mr. W. W. 

Hun ting ford, Mr. C. T. 


James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

‘ Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftque Uddtn. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Muhammad Ershad All. 

1 Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 
i Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul JuSBar. 
Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’bie Blr Abd-ur- 
Ray, Babu furendra Nath. 

Rlshi, Babu Rashlk Chandra, 
j Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

I Roy, Mr. C. N. 

: Roy, Mr. J. N. 

I Roy, Raja Manllall llngh. 

Salem, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

8tark, Mr. N. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Maulvi Raft Uddtn. 

Atimed, Munshl Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. 8. Mahboob. 

Basu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bhattacharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Klthorl Mohan. 

Chaudhuri, Ral Harendranath. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadev. 

Das Qupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
De, Ral Bahadur Fantndralai. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Han, Shah Syed Emdadul. • 

Hud, Mautvl EkramuL 


Malllk, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Ohone. 

Mukherjl, Professor 9 . 0. 

Muiilck, Babu Nlrode Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shekhareswar. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshawnlsh Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. Bljoyprotad Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlshlndra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Nuseyn Shaheed. 


The Ayes beinp 55 and the Noes 2H, the motion was earned. 


Supplementary Demand for Grant. 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move that a sum of Its. 1,00,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture on loans under Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts. 
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The printed memorandum gives the reason for which 1 want this’ 
extra lakh for agricultural loans for the floods in the Rajshahi division, 
and I hope that the amount will be granted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 beg to present the Report of the 
Select Committee appointed to consider the amendment of the Standing 
Orders and to move that the said rejx>rt be taken inlo consideration. 

1 think only a few words from me are necessary to justify me in 
asking the Council to accept my motion. It should not be in the 
jKiwer of a member to waste both the time and labour of this Council 
and of Government, and incidentally to cause the public revenues a 
heavy loss by the indiscriminate use of a power which is at present 
contained in our Standing Orders. 1 am informed that in the present 
session one member is resjxmsible for notice of no less than 333 ques- 
tions and 50 resolutions. Further comment from me is needless. 1 
hope, therefore, that the Council will allow the report of the Com^ 
mittee to be taken into consideration and will adopt the suggestions 
in to to. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: I accept, Sir, this permission of yours to 
speak on this resolution with no little diffidence inasmuch as it is the 
first time that 1 rise to address the House since I had the honour of 
being returned as a member of this Council. 1 do so, however, as one 
who has lately been a member of that great public over whose* interests 
this Council is keeping watch and ward. 1 do so moreover as one who 
has always been very jealous of the honour of Bengal as being the 
premier province and as holding the ’premier position in the eyes of the 
rest of India and as jxissessing a Council to which all the other Councils 
in India look for their guidance and example; I myself, moreover, have 
always regarded this Council with that measure of awe which is, I think, 
due to an assembly of those fathers of the people who have in their 
charge the well-being of .the province. But coming here, what do I 
find F r find the most amazing state of affairs conceivable in any part 
of the world — or in any part of the legislative world at all events. I 
find that it is within the power of one single individual so to harass and 
block the legitimate function of the Council as entirely to block the 
progressive business of the House and the business of the province in 
whose interest the House sits. We are told — we have lately been told 
— that no less than 50 resolutions and 333 questions have been tabled 
and given notice of by one member alone; as soon as I heard this, it 



1923.1 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. 


117 


seemed to me not uninteresting to indulge in a simple form of mathe- 
matics, which I find works out in the following way. If every member 
of the Council were to abuse the privilege of asking questions to the 
extent to which this' one member appears to have abused it, we should 
be faced with the following extraordinary state of affairs, namely, that 
in one session alone there would be asked some 57,387 questions and 
there would be tabled some 6,950 resolutions. I then ventured u step 
further and I worked out a small and equally simple mathematical sum 
to discover how much of the Council’s time would be taken up, should 
every member deal with questions and resolutions in this no-less-ihnn 
amazing manner. I find that if every member were to table his 50 resolu- 
tions, on the basis of 50 resolutions taking 15 days to dispose of, we 
should have to sit in each session for 2,085 days or in other words 
5| years. It is a state of affairs which is obviously impossible. Then, 
again, ajmrt from the question of time, there is the question of expendi- 
ture. I am told that a sum, well above Rs. 2,000 of the province's 
money, has been sjjent in printing and circulating to the members these 
333 questions and 50 resolutions, and that this is but a bagatelle, a 
flea-bite, to what has betut sj>ent in man-power by wasting the time 
of Government servants in finding out the answers to questions the 
replies to which the very questioner himself has not taken the trouble 
to attend to. 

Well, gentlemen 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The hon’ble member must address the chair. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: Well Sir, the proposition that I under- 
stand has now ken put forward is that the number of questions should 
be limited ; I would* point out to the House that it involves absolutely 
no new principle at all. Indeed, Sir, the Mother of Parliaments, sitting 
in Westminster has found it necessary to limit the number of ques- 
tions permissible to any single member to ten, and it has done so for 
many, many years past. 1 cannot think that those who have the 
welfare and the progress of Bengal at heart, those who would give the 
lie direct — as direct as can be given — to those reactionaries who would 
see India back as it were under the regis of the old John Company 
and its rule, will tolerate the continuance of such an impossible state 
of affairs. I hope the House will realize it and will, to a man, support 
this most important amendment. Bengal, as I have already said, is 
the premier province of India, and is fortunate enough to possess a 
Legislative Council which is taken as an example of the way in which 
other Legislative Councils should conduct their affairs, and I feel sure 
that we must all be very jealous of this position ; and it is for us to 
see that the high position which it holds and the high estimation with 
which it is regarded by the rest of India is not lost to by such intoler- 
able abuses of this great privilege of asking questions. 


9 
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Babu SURENDRA HATH MALLIK: Mr. Villiers is a very kind 
friend of mine, and I therefore agree with him (Laughter). He is a 
Cambridge man (A voice: Oxford man). Yes, an Oxford man, so much 
the better and a flight captain. He soars high in the air and naturally 
hid imagination soars high. He has multiplied the number of questions 
and resolutions with the number of members and has given us the figures 
57,387 questions and 6,950 resolutions, etc. I think in actual practice 
that is not a danger which is likely to happen. All the same, I agree 
with him that there should be a limit. 

The question that the Report of the Select Committee appointed to 
consider the amendment of the Standing Orders be taken into considera- 
tion was then put and agreed to. 


Amendment of the Standing Order 6(1) [8eotion 19(1)]. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that at the end of Standing 
Order 6(7) [Section 19(7)] the following shall be added, viz.: — 

“ except in the case of any resolution on which a member has 
indicated his first priority and which remains uudisjK>sed of 
at the end of a session. Such resolution shall, if the member 
who Infs given notice of it intimates in writing before the 
holding of the ballot for the next session his desire to proceed 
with it, lie carried over to the next session and shall, together 
W’ith any amendments thereto of which notice has been 
given, be set down for discussion for such day or days as 
are available for non-official business in the order in which 
it stands and shall be given precedence to the resolutions to 
be balloted for for that session. The order of priority as 
settled by the'ballot is final.” 

On a former occasion when I had the opjKirtunity of bringing up 
this matter before the House I set forth the arguments in favour of the 
insertion of this proviso. It deals with first priority resolutions. 
Aecordiug to the system now in vogue the undisposed of first priority 
resolutions of one session do not have any precedence over other resolu- 
tions in the next session. They are put into the melting pot and they 
are balloted for again with the result that some of these first priority 
resolutions never come up before the House for discussion or considera- 
tion, In the light of the experience of the last two years we have 
fouud that on an average 18 first priority resolutions remained 
undisposed of, and in the next session these resolutions were again 
balloted for, with the result that some of these have not come up for 
consideration even up to date. If the amendment of Standing Order 
6(1) [Section 1G(7)] which I propose is accepted, it will give a fair 
chance to all first priority resolutions. No one will have any complaint 
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on this score. The only objection that has been brought forward 
against it is that if the undisposed-of first priority resolutions are given 
precedence, then important questions — questions of great public import- 
ance — may not have any chauee of being brought forward before the 
House. According to Bnbu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s own admission in 
the note of dissent which he has submitted, the number of such 
undisposed-of priority resolutions is not very Jaftge. II *that be so, 
then it is all the greater reason why we should give them the first choice 
so that they inuy be disposed of. 

As regards questions of great public importance we have a safe- 
guard. If there is any question which is greatly agitating the public 
mind and which demands immediate consideration; under tTio present 
rules all the business of the House can be suspended for the purpose, 
and the matter can be fully discussed for two hours iif this Houfce. If 
I mistake not, Government jhivs ten times more attention to a question 
which demands the adjournment of the House and which means the 
suspension of all the business of the House, than to any resolutions 
that may have been placed on the agenda paper. 

The suggestion made by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into the question of the amend- 
ment now, Professor Mukherji. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I intended only to meet the objections 
of others in the course of my speech. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Order, Order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kumar Sahib, it is my business to keep order. 

I have said that Professor Mukherji need not go into the question of the 
amendment. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Is Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray in order in 
shouting out “ Order, Order ” ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already said that it is my business to 
keep order, and not that of any one else. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I have only followed the 
practice in Parliament under which a member may call another member 
to order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, Kumar Sahib. You can rise to a point of 
order, but you cannot sit still and shout “ order, order,” and expect 
the President to hear you. You should rise to a point of order and 
explain your point to the chair. 

Profaaaor S. C. MUKHERJI: I bo'w to your ruling Sir, and refrain 
from discussing the amendment. 


9a 



120 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. [24th Jah. 


The only other observation that I have to make is about the last 
sentence — “ The order of priority as settled by the ballot is final.* * 
This gives finality to the agenda paper and the members of the House 
will know where they are. At present the agenda paper can be modi- 
fied at any stage, but if this is accepted; the members of the House 
will know that there is finality in the matter of the agenda. They 
know where their resolutions stand; otherwise the resolutions are on 
the agenda paj>er, members get ready, but the agenda paper is modi- 
fied or changed and sometimes their resolutions never come up for dis- 
cussion before the House. 

With these few remarks 1 beg to move that what 1 have just now 
read bo cfllded at the end of Standing Order 6(1) [Section 19(1)]. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moved that, in the proposed 
amendment of Standing Order 6(7), — 

(f) for the words “ such day or ” in line 7, the words “ one day 
to be fixed for that purpose out of the M be substituted; 

( it ) after the word “ and ” in line 8, the words “ on that particular 
day ” be inserted; and 

(iit) in the last line the sentence “ The order of priority as settled 
by the ballot is final,” be.omitted. 

1 am one of those unfortunate members of the Council who did not 
get any chance to move a resolution in the past year, and I confess 
that I have myself felt the great chagrin and disapjxuntinent which, 
I am afraid, most of us have also felt when our favourite resolutions 
do not come up for discussion, session after session. I have, therefore, 
Sir, nothing but praise aud admiration for my esteemed colleague, 
Professor Mukherji, for 1 * * 4 his readiness to bring relief to us. I appreci- 
ate his motive, but 1 floret to differ from his method. For his remedy 
is worse than the malady. To guard against the feeling of despondency 
of individual members of the Council, by his proposal he wants to 
transfer the whole Council into a listless lifeless body. 

It will be found that very many resolutions, even of the first priority 
order,' refer to matters of minute details of administration. But I doubt 
very much if any one here seriously believes in Government by resolu- 

tions. .Rather our main function is, fes in all legislative bodies, to 

direct the general policy of the Government in matter of widespread 
public importance, and to serve, whenever necessary, as checks on the 
excesses of the executive bv keeping a close watch on its activities. 
If we examine the reports of our proceedings, we would find that this 
we have generally accomplished in spite of the inherent defects of the 
present system. %But once when the proposed changes come into force, 
oven the existing useful oharacter of the Council will be lost, for, then 
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We shall not be able to take up matters of immediate and intense public 
concern, but would have to confine ourselves to the discussion of stale 
matters often of very little interest to the public. The Chandpur 
Gurkha outrage, the Rajshahi jail outbreak, the treatment of political 
prisoners, the Machuahazar and Entally riots, the North Bengal floods, 
and other similar resolutions of urgent vital importance could not have 
come up, if the suggested amendment had then l>een in vogue. Sir, 
1 think I should make my point clear. During the year 1922, there 
had been four sessions of the Council, and we got about twenty days 
for discussing our non-official business, and we were able to discuss 
about 80 substantive resolutions. Now, Sir, on an average about 
35 resolutions secure first priority at each session of the Council. But 
when once this amendment is (tossed bv tho House, most of the members, 
fearing that they might not have a chance of moving a resolution in the 
whole course of the year unless they secure a first priority at once, 
would send in, even at the first available opportunity, notices of resolu- 
tions on whatever subject that might be uppermost in their minds at 
the time, and we should not be surprised if at the next session we find 
over 75 resolutions with first priority. This will mean that even at 
the end of the year we would be discussing resolutions notified at the 
first session. Sir, I ask the House in all seriousness whether it would 
he proper to give precedence to these resolutions of sorts over other 
urgent and grave questions of the moment which might have cropped 
up in the meantime. 

I know that it has been suggested that for such urgent matter#, 
adjournment of the House could be moved. Well, there have been 
several occasions to move or to attempt to move such adjournments and* 
their advantage and disadvantages are too well known to the House 
to ueed special meutiou ; and we must not also forget that even an 
adjournment cannot be moved if there be a previous notice of a resolu- 
tion on the subject, how low r so ever in the list of business might be 
its position. Considering all these circumstances, is the House satis- 
fied with this expediency ? Surely not. In the circumstances, can we 
support an amendment which will take away all life and activity of 
the Council as a body P 

I am quite aware of the defects of the present procedure. It has 
caused many a disappointment and heart-burning to individual members, 
but this must be admitted to its credit that it has never stood in the 
way of our discussing motions of really wide public importance. It 
has always been found that on such topics, several members send in 
notices of resolutions, all claiming first priority and one of them invari- 
ably secures a favourable position in the ballot thus bringing up the 
subject for the discussion of all. Sir, in our work in the Council, we 
must look to the interest of the public and not to ouf individual predi. 
lections. Whatever defects there might be in the present system, it 
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has never prevented the Council as a body from serving our mother- 
land in her hour of need; should we now change it in a way 'to 
a premium on our individual vanity *at the cost of our motherland? If 
any of us be interested in a particular matter, is it not far better fottl 
him to try to convince and prevail upon some of his colleagues here to 
take that up as well, instead of attaching too great an importance to 
his own personal self and claiming all credit as the mover of a particular 
resolution P 

Perhaps it would be far better to leave the Standing Order as it is 
and request the President to change the rules of deciding the priority 
of resolutions. Instead of leaving the decision of priority to the 
chance of a lottery, the Secretary, when forwarding the complete list 
of resolutions to the members, might ask them to specify the order in 
which they want to have them discussed and the final order of business 
might be settled on the result of the scrutiny of their specifications. 
This, to my mind, is a much simpler and more business-like method of 
determining the priority of resolutions. If, however, the House decides 
to make a change in the Standing Order on the lines suggested by 
Professor Mukherji, I would, as a last resort, request the House lift 
to j miss his proposal in toto and thus commit itself to a suicidal policy 
of shutting out all motions of current public importance. I would 
rather request the House to set apart only one day in each session for 
the discussion of old and stale matters, the favourites of self-sufficient 
members. Clauses ( i ) and (ii) of my amendment cover this suggestion 
of mine. Clause (Hi) refers to a quite distinct mutter, I want to move 
that sei>arately. I want to omit these words, because they unneces- 
sarily encroach upon a privilege of the House to refuse or grant which 
lies in the hands of the President alone. So it is not likely that this 
privilege would ever be abused and we should not take away that 
privilege from the House or that prerogative from the President. 

With these words I would like to move amendments (i) and (ii) first, 
and then (in). 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You had better move all three, Kumar Sahib. 
I will put. (0 and (ii) first, and then ( iii ) separately. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Very wall, Sir. I also 
move that. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to oppose the amendment 
suggested by Professor S. 0. Mukherji. I opposed it in the Select Com- 
mittee, and I have this confidence in the House that their judgment 
will reverse the judgment of the Select Committee in this important 
matter. I have said all I had to say in my note of dissent, so I will 
just briefly touchy a few points. 

Like my friend, Koimar Shib Shekharesrwar Ray, I am also one of 
the unfortunate members, who have had one resolution running on for 
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more than three sessions and have not yet had an opportunity of moving 
it. But all the same, I think, Sir, that by accepting the amendment 
of Professor S. C. Mukherji, you will be taking away one of the most 
important privileges of this Council, and I pointed this out in my note 
of dissent. As already mentioned by the Kumur, it would have been 
absolutely impossible to discuss important resolutions like the Chand- 
pur affair, the Kajshahi Jail affair, etc., if this amendment of Pro- 
fessor Mukherji had been in vogue during the pust sessions of this 
Council. It is well known, Sir, that the proj^osal for an adjournment 
of the House, to which Professor Mukherji has given such importance, 
is a privilege which we do not enjoy so easily as many members seem to 
think. First of all, there is the permission of you, Sir, to be taken, 
and then there is the permission of His Excellency the Governor to be 
obtained, and we have found from practical experience that it is not 
very easy to get an adjournment of the House even on a very im]M>rtant 
matter. As I have pointed out in my note of dissent even in an adjourn- 
ment of the House, we get an op]H>rf unity to hear only a few members, 
because an adjournment debate is usually talked out in two hours. 
Therefore, I would request the members of this House to remember that 
as during the last two years, we have not failed to bring up matters of 
public importance in spite of the old rule, 1 do not think it is at ull 
necessary to change that rule. 

Then, as regards the question of the finality of the ballot, as a 
matter of fact the ballot is final, but when we find that a very impor- 
tant resolution has not had a chance of getting a good place in the 
ballot, if the members who took precedence in the* ballot agreed to 
waive their precedence in favour of more important resolutions, and 
if you, Sir, uml the Ilon’hle the Member or Minister in charge had 
no objection, then, why introduce this rule to take away this important 
privilege from this Council? Take, for example, the ease of the 
Imperial Police. Babu Surendra Nath Mallik had a resolution; in the 
ballot that resolution was placed very low down and the members 
waived their right and the Hon' hie the Member in charge, Sir Henry 
Wheeler, agreed, the resolution was taken up earlier and discussed, the 
effect was good, and this Owned had an opportunity of giving its views 
in the matter. If the finality of the ballot were regarded like the 
laws of the Medes and the Persians, absolutely unalterable, then this 
important resolution would have hardly had any chance of being discussed 
at all. 

There is also another privilege, that of extending the time of non- 
official business. We find that on days which have been fixed for 
official business, even if there is time, no non-official business is taken 
up. If this privilege is extended, that is, if there is time on days fixed 
for official business, non-official business is allowed to be taken up, 
I am sure that almost all the first priority resolutions will be moved in 
the first session for which they are balloted. There will be no danger 
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of any first priority resolution lapsing for want of time. Therefore, I 
think, there is absolutely no necessity for accepting the amendment of 
Professor S. C. Mukherji. 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): 1 am afraid that neither Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 
nor Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has been able to convince me that his view 
of this proposed amendment is correct. I am sure the amendment as 
proposed by Professor S. 0. Mukherji will commend itself to the general 
fooling of this Council. There is a feeling that in the present circum- 
stances, a departure like this from the ordinary procedure would only 
be fair to the average private member. We have already had two instan- 
ces quoted in this House of a private member going from session to session 
and not getting a chance of moving a resolution on a most important 
matter. I confess I cannot understand the Kumar’s difficulty as regards 
important resolutions such as he mentioned not being able to be reached 
under the new procedure. It appears to me that there is much more 
chance of these important resolutions being reached and I think that the 
carry-over proposed by Professor 8. C. Mukherji should be accepted 
by this Council. 

In his original motion Professor 8. 0. Mukherji put the onus of 
making the carry-over on the Legislative Department; this has been 
changed since and I think rightly. The onus should be on the member 
to intimate his desire of his resolution being carried on to the next 
Council. This will certainly save the Legislative Department a good 
deal of work and will certainly cut down the printing bill under this 
head which is much higher than the members of this Council realize. 

1 shall he able to give some figures later on. 

By his first two amendments the Kumar proposes to allot one day for 
the first priority resolutions in a single session; at first sight this looks 
rather harmless, but on closer inspection I think you will find that this 
would go against the main principle at 'the bottom of Professor Mukherji’s 
motion, that is, that the change he proposes will make it possible for 
any member in this Council to bring up at least one of his proposals 
for discussion within two sessions of the Council. Supposing 15 
priority resolutions are carried over, left over from the previous session; 
under the Kumar’s suggestion all these 15 resolutions would have to 
be discussed on one day. We all know that, that is impossible. There- 
fore, under his suggestion, it would mean jierhaps discussing 7 or 8 of 
the 15 priority resolutions, and the remainder would not come up for 
discussion at all. I think Professor Mukherji will agree that this is 
against his basic principle. 

As regards the Kumar’s third amendment to omit the sentence, 
(t the order of priority os settled by the ballot is final/’ I think it most 
dangerous to do this. These words have been inserted in the interests 
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of ordinary procedure and for the protection of minorities and 1 think 
I am right in saying that in all Parliamentary bodice the order of the 
ballot is final. This is of special importance from the point of view of 
minorities. Let us assume that this House is divided into two main 
parties, one of which is very considerably in the majority. If the order 
of priority as settled by the ballot can be interfered with, what is going 
to happen to all the resolutions put by the minority? Every one will be 
squeeeed out, because the majority will move that a certain one of their 
resolutions be brought forward. If the President accepts that, it is 
bound to be carried, and if this procedure is repeated and all the days of 
the session are filled up, no resolutions of the minority can come up at 
all. Therefore I would strongly urge that this sentence be letained. 
It is correct that the procedure of the ballot at present is in your hands, 
Sir, hut still I think it will strengthen your hands if ’this sentence be 
retained. Therefore, I would urge strongly that the amendment pro- 
posed by Professor Mukherji be accepted by the House. 

Motions (?) and (it) of Kumar Shib Sheklmreswar Ray were then 
put and a division taken with the following result 


AYES. 


•arms, *UI Sahib Panehanan, 

Chaudhurl, tabu Klthorl Mahan. 

Outta, tabu Indu Bhuthan. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 


■ Moltra, Or. datlndra Nath. 

I Mukharji, Babu lattth Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Ihlb Shtkhartftvar. 

! Barkar, Babu Rffthindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Afzal, Naarabxada K. M. f Khan BdKadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Wa.lmuddln. 
Banarjaa, tha Han’bla Hr Burandra Nath. 
•Iriay, Mr L. 

Ba»t, Mr. B. M. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Daa, Mr. B. R. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Panlndralal. 

Oaart, Majar-Cantral B. H. 

Dfu, Hr C. Q. 

DanaM, tha Han’Wa Mr. d. 

Danavan, Mr. 4. T. 

Parmtar, Mr. 4. Campbafl. 

Qaada, Mr. B. W. 

Marnafl, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlnffard, Mr. C. T. 

Khan, Mauhrl Hamld-ud-dln. 

Urb. Nr, d. 


Maharajadhlraja Bahadur at Burdara n, 
tha Han'blt tha. 

Malllk, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mlttar, tha Han'bta Mr. P. C. 

Mukharji, Profatsar B. 0. 

Pahlowan, Mauhrl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Prantlca, Mr. W. B. R. 

Rahim, tha Nan'bla Blr Abd-ur*. 

Rauf, Mauhrl Bhah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. C. N. 

Ray, Mr. d. N. 

Bklnnar, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. M, A. 

Btaphaman, tha Han’bia Mr. M. k. 
Buhravardy, Dr. 9k 

| Vllllart, Mr. P. E. S. 


The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 37, the motions were lost. 

Motion (tii) of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was then put and 
lost. 
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The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : — 


AYE8. 


Altai, Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wailmuddln 
Ahmad, Maulvl Raft Uddln. 

Boaa, Mr. ». M. 

Dai, Mr. S. R. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Fanlndraial. 

Oaara, Major-Oanaral B. H. 

Donovan, Mr. 4 . T. 

Forraatar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Oooda, Mr. I. W. 

Hornall, Mr. W. W. 

Lang, Mr. 4 . 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpln, Mr. M. C. 

MukharJI, Frofaiaor t. C. 

Prantloc, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Babu turandra Hath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kkhaunlah 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Q. N. 

Roy, Mr. 4 . N. 

Itark, Mr. H. A. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Alay, Mr. •. Mahboob. 

Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kiahorl Mohan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud*dln. 

MaUlk, Babu turandra Nath. 


Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shakharatwar. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahead. 


The Ayes being 22 ami the Noes 14, the motion was carried. 


Amendment of Standing Order 7(2) [8ection 20(2)]. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The next motion is purely consequential. T 
do not think you will make a speech on it, Professor Mukherji. 

Professor 8, C. MUKHERJI: No, Sir, I will only move it. 

I move that after the words “ from time to time ” in Standing 
Order 7(2) [Section 20(2)], the following shall be added, viz . — 

“ except as provided in sub-sectioh ( 1 ) of Standing Order 6.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Proposed amendment of Standing Order 24(2) [Saotion 84]. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shah Sahib, you can only ask for leave to with- 
draw this motion, and no speech will be required. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ then asked for leave to withdraw the 
following motion, namely: — 

u In sub-clause (2) of Standing Order 24, for the word 1 fifteen 9 
the word Hen ’ shall be substituted.” 

Leave being given, the motion was withdrawn. 
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Amendment of Standing Order 12 [Seotion 24]. 




Profeasor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that at the end of Standing 
Order 12 [Section 24], the following shall be added, vi*. — 

“ provided also that no member shall, unless he has obtained the 
special permission of the President, be permitted to send 
in notice of more than twelve questions during one session 
of the Council, exclusive of any questions that may have 
been postponed for reply from a previous session. '* 

I do not wish to make any speech on this because already the Deputy- 
President and one of the members have Npoken regarding this question. 
It is far from my mind to propose anything which will menu curtailing 
the privilege of any member of this House. My only object in pio- 
posing this is simply that that privilege is not abused. We huvo 
already heard that in this very session over 500 questions have l>een 
asked and out of this total number, one momlier alone has sent in 
notice of TM questions. If questions are asked at this rate and if 
this is to be the way in which \ye are going to exercise our privilege 
or prerogative, the result will be that the Government will have only one 
thing to do, and that is to answer questions only. The object is to 
ask important questions, to elicit information on public questions — 
questions that are agitating the minds of the {wople and questions 
which will contribute towards the development of the country as a 
whole. If we simply look at the questions that have been asked I 
think I can say without any fear of contradiction that some of them are 
most unimportant, insignificant, and trivial. Any question of any kind 
that may have occurred to a member has l>een asked in this Council and 
the Government has been obliged — has been driven to answer that such 
questions will not serve any useful purpose. We are talking of retrench- 
ment. My esteemed friend, Mr. Mallik, is our great champion — our 
advocate in the matter of retrenchment. Take alone the question of 
expenditure over these questions. Wo are recklessly wasting the 
money of the poor taxpayer, I feel we are not doing our duty in this 
matter. The proposition I have moved will give every member an 
opportunity of sending in 12 questions and even under this, all import- 
ant questions can be asked if members will kindly exercise some dis- 
cretion in the matter. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in the proposed amend- 
ment of Standing Order 12 [Section 24]. 

(t) for the words “ no member ” the words “ not more than twelve 
valid questions of any one member ” be substituted; 

(it) for the words “ send in notice of more than twelve questions ” 
the words “ be taken up ” be substituted ; and 
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(in) the following be added at the end, namely, — 

“ Provided that he will be permitted to send in any number 
of questions, but after any twelve of them are 
accepted as valid, no notice need be taken of his 
remaining questions. ” 

He spoke in Bengali. The translation of his speech is as follows: — 

It is past seven o’clock. If I am to move my motion, I cannot help 
doing so without saying a few words. We have come to work here, 
so if we send in notices of a large number of questions, no blame can 
be assigned to us. We do so l>ecause we feel bound to do so. I do not 
think, Sir, it will be fair and reasonable to deprive us of the privilege 
hitherto granted to, and enjoyed by, us. 

It is stated in Professor Mukherji’s amendment that no member shall 
be jxnmitted to send in notice of more than 12 questions during one session 
of the Council. My projK>sal is that we should be allowed to send in 
notices of more than 12 questions of which 12 in all should be admitted, 
and no action need be taken of the remaining questions if altogether 12 
of the whole lot are allowed. It is no wonder that men like me, a simple 
villager, might not grasp the real significance of the question and reso- 
lution rules, and exceed the restrictions imposed thereunder. There 
are men, men of keen acumen and sound learning, barristers and 
pleaders, who adorn this House, and who may also go astray from these 
question rules. The other day a question regarding Babu Jababan- 
dhu Ghose was disallowed by the Legislative Department on the ground 
that it relates to a matter which is not within the primary concern of 
the local Government. I come to know, Sir, that the matter has since 
been within the competence of the local Government. Be that as it may, 
it is not impossible that some questions may be disallowed amongst 
the 12 questions only now* jftoposed to be sent in to the Legislative Depart- 
ment. On some Niich grounds I would, therefore, urge, as an alter- 
native proposal, that if the first 12 questions are admitted, the rest 
may be disallowed. 

• I hope the members would very carefully consider my proposal, and 
when our hands ore being tied in this respect, I would ask you, with 
all the ^earnestness I can command, to maintain the dignity of the 
Bengal Legislative Council by accepting my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I cannot permit you to make two or three speeches 
on the different parts of your amendment. One speech will suffice. 
Have you referred to all different parts of your amendment in your 
speech ? 

The Shah Sahib intimated that he had done so. 

Mr. A. MARR: I rise to support very strongly the amendment of 
Professor Mukherji. I am quite sure it will commend itself to every 
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one in this House. I doubt if members of this Council realise what a 
burden is put upon Government officers and what time is wasted in 
answering the large number of questions sent in every session. As 
Professor Mukherji has pointed out, many of these questions are of 
trivial character and a large number of them could easily have been 
answered if the questioner had consulted the ordinary books of reference. 
Members may be under the impression that, if they are limited to 
12 questions in a session, their present privileges will be seriously 
curtailed. I should just like to trouble the Council with some figures 
to show that this is not the case. The total number of notices of ques- 
tions up to date since the Reform Council began is 3,242. If 12 had 
been the maximum number, as proposed by Professor Mukherji, from 
the very beginning, the number of questions that would have l>een 
disallowed as in excess would have been 630, of which 641 would have 
been contributed by five members only. Of these five members, one 
member — I need not mention names — would have beeu responsible for 
408 questions out of the 641 in excess. Twenty-one members altogether 
would have come under the effect of this rule, but in the case of no 
member, except the five whom I have mentioned, would disallowance 
have been extended in regard to more than nine questions in all. 
Therefore, I venture to think that this is not a serious curtailment of 
the privileges enjoyed by members. 

I might also mention that owing to the printing of this one member’s 
excess questions we have had to incur Its. 3,910 as printing charges 
and also Rs. 724 for his resolutions. In moving his amendment I believe 
the Shah Sahib is under a misapprehension. I think that, if he care- 
fully goes through his own amendments, he will find that, if they are 
carried, they will have altogether a different effect. If they are carried, 
what would happen? The Shah Sahib would put in 200 questions. The 
Legislative Detriment would carefully go through these 200 questions 
and pick out 12 of the least important and most harmless among them 
and send them to the departments and the rest would go by the board. 
That certainly is not his desire. 

Before I sit down I should like to mention that the Retrenchment 
Committee has made a suggestion regarding the manner in which ques- 
tions are to be dealt with 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order! order! Any discussion as to the merits 
of the particular proposals contained in the Report of the Retrenchment 
Committee, in so far as they involve interference with the President’s 
authority to decide on the admissibility or otherwise of questions, is 
altogether out of order and the Council have no power to consider it. 
The attention of members is drawn particularly to rule 15 (1) which 
states that — 

u The President shall decide hll points of order which may arise, 
and his decision shall be final.” 
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The admissibility of a question is essentially a point of order. Any 
suggestion, therefore, which takes away or interferes with those powers 
is ultra vires of this rule. When I add that the rules of the Bengal 
Legislative Council are not, under section 129 A of the Government 
of India Act, subject to repeal or alteration by the local Legislature, 
I trust that members will understand that any discussion in regard to 
the matter is inadmissible. 

Bftbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK". May I ask a question, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order! order! There can be no questioning of 
my ruling. I think my meaning is perfectly clear. 

Babli 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am not questioning your 
ruling, Sir, but I wanted to know whether a question w T hich is sub- 
divided into clauses — say (a to f ) — will be considered one question or so 
many different questions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: A question can be so divided if the member is 
sufficiently ingenuous. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I would like to say one word 
about- this. Before the members vote on this resolution I should like 
to point out to this Council that it is a great pity that simply because 
one particular member has abused his power, we are going to withdraw 
one of the most valued privileges of this Council. By the manner of 
answers, that was given to-day in answer to questions put by this 
particular member, it is apparent that both the Legislative Department 
and the Government know how to treat his trivial questions. In view 
of this fact, I think it would be really a great pity, if we have to lose 
this very valued privilege. I hope thte members will kindly consider 
this point. I think nobody has dared to say that any of the 139 
members of this Council, except this particular member, has abused 
his powers. Simply because of the fact that one particular member has 
abused the powers, it is no reason why all the other members should be 
deprived of this privilege. 

* 

Parts (t) and (i7) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment were 
then put and lost. 

Part (Hi) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment was then put 
and lost. 

The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Am en dment of Standing Order 63 [Seotion 70]. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that after Standing Order 
63 [Section TO], the following shall be added, viz. — 

“ provided also that no member shall, unless he has obtained the 
special permission of the President, be permitted to send 
in notice of more than three resolutions during one session of 
the Council, exclusive of any resolution carried over under 
the provisions of Standing Orded 6." 

As the underlying principles are the same, Sir, I do not make any 
further speech. I simply move it. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in the-proposed amend- 
ment of Standing Order 63 [Section 70]. 

(t) for the words “ no member " the words “ not more than three 
valid resolutions of any one member ” be substituted; 

(ti) for the words “ send in notice of more than three resolutions " 
the words “ be taken up " be substituted ; and 
(Hi) at the end of the proviso the following be added, namely, — 
“ Provided also that he will be permitted to send in any 
number of resolutions, but after any three of Ihese 
are accepted as valid, no notice need be taken of 
his remaining resolutions." 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his amendment. The translation 
of his speech is as follows : — 

I would move this motion although I have seen the fate of my motion 
in regard to the question. The non-official business of this Council 
is gradually being restricted, and therefore, in every session almost the 
majority of the resolutions lapse, and the result is that we have to send 
in notices of those lapsed resolutions afresh for a future session of the 
Council. The number of resolutions eventually automatically increases. 

Sir, no limitations are imposed either in the Council of State or the 
Legislative Assembly, or in any local legislative Council. The Bengal 
Council have taken the lead in this direction. I realize, Sir, that a 
considerable amount of time and labour is necessary in dealing with 
questions, but so far as resolutions are concerned, I do not think that 
Government are overworked in any way. I do not think also that it 
will reflect much credit on the Bengal Legislative Council, if the privi- 
lege which we, the members, have hitherto enjoyed is not granted in 
future. We have seen that resolutions have been disallowed in the 
past — nearly the bulk of them have been disallowed — and if even the 
three resolutions are not allowed on grounds which may not he consis- 
tent with the Rules and Standing Orders, I fail to understand, Sir, what 
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on earth the members have got to come here for except to sil under the 
electric fans for nothing. 

Parts ( i ) and (it) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment were 
then put and lost. 

Part (Hi) was then put and lost. 

The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 25th 
January, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



QUESTIONS. 




Pmmm & «ff the Bengal Lagtfative Counoil »ien*titf 
proviskm of the Government of India Aot. 



Thi Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall* Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 25th January, 1920, at 0 f.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hou’ble Member* 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 101 uomin- 
ated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Buildings at Hizli dirfriot. 

•XII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names and numbers of the public buildings which have been 
completed at the headquarters of the projwsed Hisli district; 

(it) the object with which each of them lias been constructed; 

(in) the approximate cost incurred on each of them; 

(tv) the measurement of, and the approximate cost on, the tank 
which has been excavated opposite the Colleotorate building 
at the said headquarters P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing— 

(i) the names of the buildings which are in course of construction 

now; 

(it) the names of the buildings which will be taken up, or which it 
is proposed to take up during the financial year 1922-23; 

(in) the approximate cost of those buildings; 

(i») the number of roads constructed there os yet, together with the 
cost incurred on each; and 

(e) the number of buildings which are ( 1 ) occupied and (#) 
unoccupied? * 
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• 1 * VtMHU'i ><it> ’ 

MINUTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUR0TO WORNE 
(the Hen'bie the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaodhuri, Khan Bahadur)! 

(a) (t) A list showing the buildings completed is attached. 

(it) and (ui) The information has been given in the statement 
above. 

(iv) The measurements of the tank near the Collectorate ar^ 
325' x 300' x (average depth) ; the cost is Rs. 5,792. 

(5) ( i ) There are no buildings under construction at present. 

(it) None. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 

(iv) The principal road of a length of about 11,180 r. ft. has been 
constructed at a cost of Its. 38,769. 

00 </)5i(*) 40. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (?) of starred question 
No. XII showing the number of buildings completed at the 
headquarters of the proposed Ilizli district. 

1. Circuit House. — For the accommodation of superior officers on 

tour at the headquarters of the proposed district. Approxi- 
mate cost Rs. 42,806. Building completed with its subsidi- 
ary buildings, viz., kitchen, servants' quarters and stable, 
sweepers’ shed and servants’ latrine. 

2. Dak Bungalow. — For the accommodation of travellers at the 

headquarters of the proposed district. Approximate cost 
Rs 35,065. Building completed with its subsidiary build- 
ings, viz., secants’ quarters, etc., stall, kitchen, sweepers* 
house, khausamu’s house and servants’ latrine. 

3. Collectorate. — For the Collector’s kutcherry. Approximate 

cost Rs. 6,60,387 (including Rs. 24,566 for furniture and 
punkhas supplied). Building completed with its subsidiary 
buildings, viz., covered jwvssage, treasury and guard house, 
' cookshed for guards, godown, tiffin rooms for clerks, and 
latrine; witness shed started but not completed finally. 

4. Deputy Magistrate’s Residence No. I. — For the accommodation 

of Deputy Magistrates. Approximate coat Rs. 15,946. 
Buildings completed with their sub-buildings, viz., kitchen, 
servant*’ room and stable, latrine and compound wall. 

5. Deputy Magistrate’s residence No. II.— Approximate coat 

Rs. 15,910. Buildings completed with their sub-buildings, 
viz., kitchen, servants’ room and stable, latrine and com- 
pound wall. 
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7. Deputy Superintendent of Police’s residence. — For the accom- 

modation of the Deputy Superintendent of Police. Approxi- 
mate cost Its. 17,942. Building completed with ita 
subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen, servants* quarters, stable 
and latrine. 

8. Munsif's residence No. I. — For the accommodation of Munsifs. 

Approximate cost Rs. 10,906. Buildings completed with 
their subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen and servants’ quar- 
ters, latrine and compound wall. 

9. Munsif’s residence No. II. — For the accommodation of Munsils. 

Approximate cost Rs. 10,937. Buildings completed with 
their subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen and servants’ quar- 
ters, latrine and compound wall. 

10. Sub-Deputy Magistrate’s residence. — For the accommodation of 

a Sub-Deputy Magistrate. Approximate cost Rs. 11,538. 
Building completed with its subsidiary buildings, viz., 
covered passage, kitchen and servants’ room, latrine and com- 
pound wall. 

11. Excise Inspector’s residence. — For the accommodation of an 

Inspector of Excise. Approximate cost Rs. 11,341. Build- 
ing completed with its subsidiary buildings, viz., covered 
passage, kitchen and servants’ room, latrine and compound 
wall. 

12. Reserve Police lines, (o) European Sergeants’ quarters.— For 

the accommodation of the European Sergeants of the Resow* 
Police lines. Approximate cost Rs. 9,167 (excluding out- 
houses). Out-houses (kitchen, servants’ quarters and stable) 
built at a cost of Rs. 2,078, but not completed yet. 

(b) European Inspector’s quarters.— For the accommodation of the 
European Inspector. Approximate cost Rs. 9,322 (exclud- 
ing out-houses). Out-houses (kitchen, servants’ quarters and 
stable) built at a cost of Rs. 2,031, but not completed yet. 

<c) Four Sub-Inspectors’ quarters.— For the accommodation of the 
8ub-Inspector of Police. Approximate cost Rs. 22,327. Two 
sets of quarters with accpmmodation for 4 Sub-Inspectors in 
each completed with subsidiary 'buildings, viz., kitchen, 
servants' quarters, etc., stall, latrine and compound wall* 
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Deputy Magistrate's residence No. III.— Approximate 
Rs. 15,968. Buildings completed with their sub-building*) 
viz., kitchen, servants’ room and stable, latrine and com- 
pound wall. 
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( d ) Two Bachelor Sub-Inspectors’ quarters. — For the accommoda- 
tion of the Bachelor Sub-Inspectors of Police. Approxi- 
mate cost Its. 8,874. One set of quarters with accommoda- 
tion for 2 Sub-Inspectors completed with subsidiary buildings, 
viz., kitchen, servants’ quarters and stall and latrine. 

(e) Eight Head Constables’ quarters. — For the accommodation of 
the 8 Head Constables. Approximate cost Us. 17,171. Four 
sets of quarters with accommodation for 2 Head Constables 
in each completed with subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen, 
latrine and compound wall. 

( / ) Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s quarters. — For the accommodation of 
the Sub- Assist if^t Surgeon, Police lines. Approximate cost 
Its. 5,852. Completed with its subsidiary buildings, viz., 
kitchen, servants’ house, latrine and coni|H>und Wall. 

(</) Reserve office and guard room.— For the office in the reserve 
police lines. Approximate cost Its. 11,071. 

(//) Oookshed attached to Constables’ barrack. — For the cooking 
accommodation of the constables of the Reserve Police force. 
Approximate cost Rs. 11,942. 

Grand total — Its. 9,44,452. 


Population in Bengal. 

•XIII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon* hie the 
Member in charge of the* Dejwirtment of Revenue (Jurisdiction) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

( i ) the population in Bengal and their classification according to 

their different faiths*in the years 1872, 1881, 1901, 1911 and 
1921, respectively ; and 

(ii) their birth and death rates during each of these decades? 

(b) Is it a fact that during the last fifty years there has been an 
increase of fifty-six lakhs of Muhammadans over the increase amongst 
the Hindus in^ Bengal ? 

(c) If not, will the Hon 1 hie the Member be pleased to state the 
actual increase in the number of- Muhammadaus in the province during 
the said i>eriod P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JURIS- 
DICTION] (the Hon’blo 8ir Abd-ur- Rahim): (a) (i) A statement is 
placed on the table. 

(ii) The information is not available. 

(h) and (c) The member is referred to the statement laid on the 
table. 
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&tatement referred to in the reply to clames (?*) (*), (/>) and (c) of 
starred question No. XIH. 

BENGAL 


— 

mi. 

1911. 

1901. 

1891 

i**i. ■ 

1 

1871. 

Hindu 

:o 808. UH 

5W,9l5,37H 

*0,1 5*, 961 

18,974,674 

18.067,616 | 

17,051.611 

Muttlmnn ... 

**.485,1*4 

*4, *34.756 

J1.VM.818 

20,173,301 

18,396,434 ( 

16.819,191 

Christian ... 

149,073 

1*9,746 

106,596 

83,339 

71,289 | 

63,48* 

Anlmlat ... 

849.046 

730,780 

442.694 i 

364,8*0 

313,099 ] 


BudiihUt ... 

*75.7*9 

344X56 

314,606 

193.646 

156,106 

•4,8.** 

Others 

3). 311 

16,643 

10,8*4 j 

16,948 

10,891 

j ^ | 

*44.660 

Total ... 

47,693, 493 

46,303, 170 

43.881.359 j 
1 

39,81*6,637 

37,014,6*1 | 

64, 87,003* 


* The religion <1 •tail* of 623, 245 < in Con’ll Iklmt rind in Donum of Juljwlguri) an- not available. 


Police search of the Pabna District Congress Committee offloe 
and houses of Congress leaders. 

•XIV. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Jlon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Dcpaitment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that on the i?Gth July, the Pabna Police headed by the 

Deputy Superintendent of Police and other Police officers simultaneously 
searched the office of the Pabna District Congress Committee and houses 
of Babu Kumud Nath Sarkar, M . \ , LL.it., President, District Congress 
Committee, Pabna, Jogesh Chandra Basil, Photographer, Congress 
Worker Babu Provash Chandra Laliiri and of Kaviraj Promoda Kishore 
Basu of Pabna town ? 

(h) Under what sections of what laws and on what mateiials were 
those warrants issued? Who signed them and on what date or date* 
were they signed ? 

(c) On whose information or initiative were those warrants issued? 
Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the report or information or correspondence, if any, which led to the 
issue of those warrants? 

(d) Is it a fact that these warrants were issued to overawe the Pabna 
District Congress Committee and its workers in order to prevent the 
apprehended hartal in the town at the time of the ensuing visit of His 
Excellency the Governor to the town of Pabna ? 

(s) Is it a fact that these warrants were issued on the initiative of the 
Superintendent of Police and signed by the District Magistrate of Pabna? 

(/) For what purpose were these searches undertaken? * 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that two letters written by 
me to Babu Kumud Nath Sarkar have been seised by the Police from 
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his house, and will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table the contents of those letters? 

( h ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to prevent- in future the recurrence of such seizures of private letters 
written by members of the Legislative Council? 

( i ) Is it a fact that three copies of the resolution passed at a meet- ' 
ing of the rate- payers of the Pabna municipality held at the Town Hall 
of Pabna on the 25th June, 1922, and a copy of the proceedings of which 
has been sent to the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
has been seized from the house of Babu Kumud Nath Sarkar who 
happens to be the Secretary of the Rate-pavers’ Association, Pabna? 

( j ) Is it a fact that the Pabna Rate-payers’ Association is a duly 
constituted body recognized by the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
division, District Magistrate of Pabna and the Chairman of the Pabna 
municipality ? 

(k) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a ^ 
copy of the resolution seized from that house? 

( l ) Will the Hon’ble the Meml>er be pleased to state the reasons 
why the copies of the resolutions passed by the rate-payers at a public 
meeting were taken away by the Police? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Ml*. H. L. 8tepben$on); (a) Yes, with the exception of the house of 
Kaviraj Promoda Kishore Rasu. 

(b), ( c ) and (e) The warrants were issued under section 96 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and were signed by the District Magistrate 
on the 25th July, 1922. They were issued on the basis of confidential 
information furnished to the Magistrate. 

(d) No. 

(/) In connection with a police inquiry. 

( g ) One postcard so addressed was seized, a translation of which is 
laid on the table. 

(A) No. 

( i ) Yes. 

0) No. • 

(k) A translation is laid on the table. 

(/) They wbre considered necessary for the purpose of the inquiry 
by the officers conducting the search. 

Translation of the postcard referred to in the reply to clause (g) of 
starred question No. XIV. 

Sir, — Many of the questions you desired (to be put) have come bock 
disallowed. The resolution about Sh&langa has in' this way been dealt 
with. But in another form (a question about) an inquiry committee 
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has been printed. There is a good deal to say and many things to 
talk about. I trust you will l>e sure to meet me at Calcutta on the 
3rd July. 


Translation of the resolutions referred to iti the reply to elause (h) of 
starred question Xo. XIV. 

1. That the rate-payers of this Pal am municipality assembled at 
public meeting resolve, that this meeting cherishes no feelings of hatred 
against His Excellency Lord Lytton, the Governor of Bengal, neither 
does it want to show him any disrespect. But that jus a protest against 
the conduct of the police in shooting live men to death and wouuding 
several others at Shalanga Hat, and aguinst the repressive policy being 
vigorously pursued by Government as before in spite of the resolutions 
adopted by the Indian National Congress Working Committee at their 
Bardoli meeting with the object of bringing p*ace, as is particularly 
evidenced by the imprisonment of the peaceful Mahatma Gandhi, this 
meeting does not hold it prop»r to present any address to the Governor 
of Bengal on the occasion of his visit to Pahnu. 

2. That copies of the foregoing resolution 1 m* sent to the Commis- 
sioners of Palma municipality and that they 1 m* informed that if they 
present any address in defiance of the foregoing resolution it will not bo 
accepted as incurring the views of tin* rate-pivers other than those of 
the Commissioner who get up the reception. 

3. That the Chairman of the Pabna municipality 1 m* requested that 
he should ascertain from the Advocate-General from what months the 
“ Year ” mentioned in the Municipal Election Buies commences. 

4. That the Chairman of the Pabna municipality be requested that 
he should obtain the opinion of the Advocate-General whether the 
general elections from ward No. 2 which will come off on the 2nd August 
next are a continuation of the general elections on the 5th December, 
1921, or whether they constitute a separate new election. 

Culverts in the district beard roads and railway lines in 
North Bengal. 

•XV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to increase 
the number of culverts in the district board roads and the railway lines 
in North Bengal where obstruction to drainage of water exists in order 
to eradicate malaria? 

(6) Is it a fact that such obstruction exists in the flooded areas? 

(c) Will the Hon’blejthe Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government have any information as to whether any interference has 
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been caused to the natural drainage of water by the district board roads 
and the railway lines in the affected ports of the districts of Rajsh&hi, 
Bogra and Pabnaf 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
number of culverts in the railway line from Sara to Santahar was the 
same in the old narrow' gauge line as in the present broad gauge line? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
and size of such culverts in the Sara-Sirajganj and Sara-Santahar lines? 

MIN18TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of 10CAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 8urendra Nath Banerjea): (a), (d) and 
(e) The member is referred to the reply given to unstarred question 
No. 121 on the subject asked by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at this meeting* 

(h) and (c) Government have no information in respect of district 
board roads. 


Caloutta University cftafloit and Government grant. 

*XV*A. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the Senate of the Calcutta University 
has refused to accept the grant of Its. 2J lakhs made to the 
University by the Government; 

(i?) whether it is a fact that the total deficit of the University was 
five lakhs and fort> -three thousand rupees; 

(tit) whether it is a fact that the grant was made to enable the 
University to meet ajMwtion of the deficit; 

(iv) why did Government give a grant of Its. 2A lakhs to meet a 
deficit of five lakhs and odd ; 

(v) were there any conditions mentioned at the time of the grant 

in the Bengal Legislative Council; 

( vi ) if not, why were the conditions imposed afterwards; 

(rii) on what basis and for what reasons did the Government come 
to the conclusion that the financial management of the Uni- 
versity was far from satisfactory; 

(wit) was the charge mentioned in (rii) above founded upon the 
report of the Accountant-General of Bengal; 

(i>) if so, what ]>ortion of the report supports this charge; 

(,r) whether it is a fact that the charge of financial mismanagement 
against the University was made by the Government before 
the Senate had had an opportunity of reading the report of 
the Accountant-General or of meeting- the criticisms which 
had been advanced by that officer against the University^ 
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(m) whether it is a fart that the newspapers, including the Titne* p 
published the Government letter and Accountant-General's 
letter before the Senate could meet to consider them; 

(ait) whether it is a fact that the article headed “ Bankrupt Uni- 
versity ” in the Timet educational supplement was circulated 
to the newspajjers of Bengal; and 

(xiri) what action are the Government taking to deal with the present 
deadlock P 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (/) Yes. 

(u) The total deficit at the end of June, 1922, was Ks. 7,02,750, but 
if the Accountant -General’s suggestions for utilizing some portions of 
the earmarked funds be accepted, the deficit would Ik* Ks. 5,42,753. The 
actual liability (outstanding demand), apart from restoration of funds 
already diverted for purjMwes other than those for whi< h such funds were 
originally intended, was Ks. 2,07,402 on the said date. 

(m) Yes. 

(/r) Government provided only for Ks. 2$ lakhs as that sum would 
wipe out the hulk of the outstanding debt of Its. 2,97,402 and also because 
they could not, in view of other demands for educational pur;K»ses, spare 
more during the present year, but they intimated to the University that, 
subject to certain contingencies, they would he prepared to ask the 
Legislative Council to vote another grant next year to place the finances 
of the University on a satisfactory basis. 

( v) and (?•/) The grant of Ks. 2,50,000 was voted by the Council 
on an assurance being given by the Minister in charge of Education that 
the financial condition of the University would he placed Wfore Govern- 
ment and that the Account officers were about to make certain sugges- 
tions with regard to its finances. Shortly afterwards a report was 
received from the Accountant-General which revealed the fact that the 
financial administration of the University was in an unsatisfactory 
condition and made certain recommendations for its improvement. On 
considering this report, Government felt that they would not be justi- 
fied in banding over the grant until an assurance was received from 
the University that the recommendations of the Accountant-General 
would be carried out and certain conditions laid down by Government 
accepted. 

(vii) to (hr) The letters of the Accountant-General dated the 24th 
July, 1922, and the 3rd January, 1923, copies of which are placed on 
the Library table, will answer these questions. 

(j) Yes, but the present and the past reports of the Accountant- 
general made it abundantly clear that the financial administration of 
the University was unsatisfactory. 
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(ad) Government have no knowledge. 

(aril) The Publicity Officer circulated the article to certain news- 
papers for their information. 

(xiii) The matter is under consideration. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Racial distinctions in jails. 

109. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ bio the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that all persons except Indians are classed as 
Europeans in the jails of this Presidency and are accorded special treat- 
ment? 

( h ) If so, what is the law, rule or basic principle according to which 
they are so classed ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of abolishing 
these racial distinctions in jails at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ JAIL8] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (<n and (h) No. The rule 

is that Europeans, Anglo-Indians, and every other jjerson (whether 
a native of India or not) whose* habits and manner of living, in the opinion 
of the Superintendent, more nearly approach those of the European 
than those of the ordinary native of India, shall be classed as European 
prisoners. 

(c) No; for it is a distinction based on habits aud manner of living, 
in particular, diet. 


11 Post mftrtem ” examination of the bodies of deceased prisoners. 

110. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether any changes have been made in the rules regarding the post 
mortem examination of the bodies of deceased prisoners in accord- 
ance with the reply given by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim to unstarred 
question No. 243 on the 18t'h March, 1922? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: Yes., A copy of rule 102 
of the Bengal Jail Code as revised is laid on the Library table. 
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Pasture tods in the districts of Noakhali, Tippera and Pabna. 

111. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (,,) Will the Hon ’hie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (KoreshD be pleased 
to state whether there are any arrangements for setting , M )art pasture 
lands in the districts of Noakhali, Tippera and 1’nbnu? 

(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
introducing the system in these districts? 

(c) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what steps have been taken so far as bovine 
cattle are concerned ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE (F0RE8T81 
(the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)s (a) 

There is no sjiecial arningement in the districts .of Noakhali, 

1 ipjiera and Talma for reservation of pasture lands. Hut gener- 
ally in Government estates it is the rule that at even settlement 
the Assistant Settlement Officer should satisfy himself that there is a 
sufficiency of grazing land in the, village, and if not, to try and arrange 
for such settlement. In other areas the landlords and tenants must 
arrange themselves for such pasturages. 

(I * ; view of the reply to (a) above this requires no answer. 

(c) No steps other than what are mentioned above have been taken 
for the provision of pastures specially for bovine cattle. 


Transfer of certain villages to 8ujanagar police-station. 

112. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in (‘barge of the Police Dejiurtment aware — 

(i) that the villages of Chartarapur, Turabaria, Sadulhipur and 
Khalishpu r are situated within tin* Palma jKdiee-staf ion ; 

(it) that these villages are situated within one to two miles of the 
headquarters of the Sujanagar police-station; and 
(iti) that the headquarters of the Palma police-station is 10 miles 
distant from these villages? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking neces- 
sary steps at an early date to transfer these villages from the Pabna 
police-station to the police-station of Sujanagar? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state reasons 
for this? 

Tho HOft’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) to (c) These villages are 
in Pabna police-station and are nearer Sujanagar than Pabna. It is 
not proposed to transfer them from one police-station to the other which 
ia already unduly large. According to proposals now under considera- 
tion for splitting up unwieldy police areas, they will be included in a 
new police-station. 
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Number *f sohoob end colleges having provisions for agricultural 

training. 

113. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( i ) the number of elementary schools; 

(it) the number of secondary schools; and 
(Hi) the number of colleges 

in the Presidency of Bengal in which there is provision for teaching a 
course of agriculture? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 113. 

The number of institutions in which there is provision for teaching a 
course of agriculture is as follows: — 

(i) Elementary schools — 1. 

(ii) Secondary schools — d. 

(Hi) Colleges — 1. 

Construction of the proposed chamber of the Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

114. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state what progress has been nitgle up till now with the scheme for the 
construction of the proposed Chamber for the Bengal Legislative 
Council ? 

(h) Has any estimate been prepared for*the same? 

(c) If so, what is that estimated amount ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
Department will be in position to take up the actual construction workP 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8ALYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) A printed copy of the note giving the required 
information is laid on the table. 

(b) The detailed estimate has not l>een prepared. 

(c) The approximate estimated amount of the modified design is 
Rs. 22 , 06 , 000 . 

(d) The question of recommending the scheme, as a work to be 
undertaken, to the Legislative Council, bas been deferred until the 
financial situation becomes clearer. 
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Note referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 114 on the proposed New Council Chamber ♦ 


In December, 1920, eom]»etitive designs were invited from architects, 
both in India and Great Britain, to obtain the best design for the 
proposed new Council Chamber for the Legislative Council of Bengal. 
Fifty-three designs were submitted in connection with this competition 
and that prepared by Mr. John (i reaves was considered by the Assessor 
best to fulfil the conditions of the coinjtetition and meet the requirements 
of the Legislative Council. This design was subsequently approved 
by Government. The approximate cost of this building, faced with 
Chunar stone, amounted to Rs. .‘IS, 50,000, exclusive of the provision 
of a second ( hamber, designed to he added later, should necessity arise. 
If the building, however, were faced with plaster instead of^ stone, the 
estimated cost amounted to Us. 02.00,000 only. 

In July, 1922, owing to the financial jiosition of the province, Gov- 
ernment decided that it moie modest and less pretentious design should 
be formulated, and the present sketch plans, prejmred by Mr. Greaves 
to suit reduced conditions, have 1h»cii accepted by Government. The 
estimated cost of it building in accordance with the revised design, 
faced externally with plaster on a Chunar stone faced plinth, amount* 
toKs. 22,05,865. 

This scheme, its will be seen from the accompanying plans, provides 
seating accommodation for 150 memliers in the Council Chamber in the 
first instance, with the jtossibility, by small modifications, of increas- 
ing this accommodation to scat 000 members should the Legislative 
Council in the future ever be increased to this extent. 

Should a second Chamber w r ith its attendant rooms, be required in 
later years, it could conveniently be added on the east side of the 
building without detracting from the general effect. In the meantime 
the building us designed will ap]>ear complete in itself. 


G. G. L)ey, 

Secretary to the Oovemment of Bengal (Offg.). 


Public Works Dept., 
Calcutta ; 

The 31st October , 1022. 


Deterioration of health of the town of Oomiila. 

115. 9HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon 'hie the 
ICiniater in charge of the Department of Lpeal Self-Government aware 
that the public health of the town of Comilla has deteriorated ? 
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(6) Have the Government any knowledge as to the causes of "the 
deterioration ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement' showing the death statistics of the town of Comilla for the 
last five years and indicating se innately the diseases to which the 
deaths were due ? 

(d) What steps, if any, are the Government taking for the improve- 
ment of the health of the town Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The birth 

and death statistics for the five years ending 1921 do not justify the 
statement that the health of the town of Comilla has deteriorated 
appreciably. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( d ) The question does not arise. 

Number of municipalities and population of Bengal according to 
the census of 1921. 

116. 8HAH8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the DejNirtment of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the tnbjc a statement showing — 

(f) the total number of municipalities in Bengal; 

(?7) the number of villages in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions 
of the Pnbim district; and 

(in) the number of males and females in Bengal according to the 
census of 1921 ? 

« 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (,) Number of 
municipalities — 117 excluding the ( \>i porntion of Calcutta. 

(ii) According to the census of 1921 there are 1,094 and 1,443 mauzas 
in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, respectively, of the Pabna 
district, which were treated as villages for the purpose of the census. 

(iii) Number of males — 24,028,305; females — 22,964,097. 

Inspection of*the courts of the Pabna district by the Hon’ble Judges 
of the High Court. 

117. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether any ITon’ble Judge of the High Court visited Pabna during 
the years 1919-20, 1920-21, 1921-22 Y 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state when the 
courts of the district of Pabna w T ere last inspected? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble the Meml>er he pleased to state whether the 
post of the Inspector of Judicial offices is still in existence P 

(i) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what his duties are; 

(tf) the judicial offices he has insjK*c<ed during the vears 1019*20, 
1920-21. 1921-22; and 

(fit) the amount the said officer has drawn — 

(1) as pay; and 

(2) as travelling allowance, each year during the last 

three years? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : («) No. 

(b) The courts in the district of Talmu were last inspected by the 
District Judge on the following dates: — 

( i ) Subordinate Judges, 1st and 2nd courts, Talma. — 8th and 9th 
December, 1921. 

(it) Munsifs’ courts, Talma. — 10th, Kith and 18th December, 1921. 

(in) Munsifs’ courts, Sirujgauj. — 28th and 29th December, 1917. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Pabna district board’s opinion on the utility of medioal relief by 
employing peripatetic village practitioners. 

118. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble tbo 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the opinion expressed by the Tabna 
district board on the possible utility or otherwise of the system of 
medical relief by employing jieriputetic village practitioners jmrtially 
subsidized by the Government and partially by (lie district board? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: An extract 
from the proceedings of the ordinary meeting of the Tabna district 
board, held on the 14th March, 1921, is laid on the Library table. 

Government income from Tippers and Pabna districts under the 
head of Administration of Justice. 

110. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing sejKirately for the last three years — 

(t) the approximate annual income of the Government from the 
districts of Tippera and Tabna under the head of Adminis- 
tration of Justice (including judicial stamps); and 
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(it) the approximate annual expenditure under the saute head in 
those districts? 

The Hon* We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) and (it) The member is 

referred to annual statement 1 in the Rei>orts on the Administration of 
Criminal and Civil Justice in the Presidency of Bengal during the years 
1919, 1920 and 1921. 

Culverts and waterways in North Bengal. 

120. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
taking steps to have a sufficient number of culverts and waterways 
constructed in the roads and railways in North Bengal before the next 
rains set in ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The member is 
referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 121 on the subject 
asked by him at this meeting. 


Culverts in the district board roads in North Bengal. 

121. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to stute whether he is a wan* — 

(i) that there is a dearth of culverts in the roads maintained by 

the district boards in North Bengal; and 

(ii) that the existing culverts in the said district board roads are 

generally narrow o* short? 

(b) If so, w'hat steps, if any, are the Government proposing taking 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(b) Under section 78 of the Local Self-Government Act it is the duty 
of every district board to provide for and maintain roads, bridges, water 
channels, and other works for djreetly improving local communications. 
Government, therefore, do not propose to intefere in the mutter, but 
will forward the question to the district boards concerned. 


Travelling Allowanoe to Deputy Superintendents of Police in oharge 

of Subdivision. 

122. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge the Appointment Department be pleased to etate 
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whether any orders have been passed by Government sanctioning first 
class travelling allowance for deputy superintendents of police in charge 
of subdivisions? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any proposal pending before the Government for granting higher 
rates of travelling allowance to the deputy su]H'rintendents of police? 

(c) If so, when and by whom was such projx>sal made to the Govern- 
ment? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): («) Y es, for travelling within their 
own charges. 

(b) No. 

( c ) Does not arise. 


Interviews to the political prisoners in Pabna jail. 

123. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whether any restrictions have been put on granting of interviews 
to the political prisoners in the Pabna jail? 

(h) If so, wlmt are the reasons for this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) and (b) The member 
is referred to the rules for the treatment of siieeinl class prisoners of 
which a copy is laid on the Library table. There are no separate rules 
for political prisoners. 


Treatment of political prisoners in Great Britain and in Bengal. 

124. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon hh the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 1 h» pleased to 
state what are the social considerations allowed to the prisoners treated 
as first class misdemeanants in England? 

(b) Is there any difference in treatment in the jails of the Presi- 
dency of Bengal as accorded to the under-trial prisoners and to these 
actually convicted ? 

( c ) If so, what are these distinctions? 

(<l) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state m what resjieets 
the treatment of political prisoners in the Presidency of Bengal differs 
from that accorded to the misdemeanants of the first class of Great 
Britain and Ireland ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80M: (a) The member is referred 
to Chitty’8 Statutes, Sixth Edition, Volume 10, pages 779 — 781. 
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(b) and (c) The member is referred to the Bengal Jail Code, Sixth 
Edition. 

(d) The member is referred to Chitty's Statutes, Volume 10, and to the 
rules for sjiecial class prisoners a copy of which is laid on the Library 
table. There are no sepal ate rules for political prisoners. 


Contributions for supplying uniforms to chaukidars and dafadars 
by union boards and union committees. 

125. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the Member 
in charge of I lie Police 4 Dejnut ment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last three years, for each 
district of Bengal — 

(/) the annual average contribution from union boards and union 
committees for tfupplving uniforms to the chaukidars and 
dafadars ; 

( n ) the amount raised ; 

(m) the amount sjHMit ; 

(ir) the amount of unspent balance; 

(r) the rale at which the conti ibution was raised; and 

(n) the amount spent on an average for the uniform of each chauki- 

dai and dafadar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The member is referred to 
the rules of the (diaukidan Manual and to the answers given to starred 
question No. X 1 V asked by Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh ltoy at the meeting 
of did ,1 ul \ , 11122, and to unstaired question No. 21 asked bv Maulvi 
A. II. M. Wax if All at the meeting of 1st April, 021. 

« 

Cost of survey and settlement operations in Pabna-Bogra districts. 

128. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ:*Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Hevenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state — 

(/) what has l>eon the initial estimate of cost of the survey and 
settlement ojieratinns of the districts of Pabna-Bogra; and 

(u) what. is the amount recoverable from landlords and raiyats 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(t) The initial estimate amounts to Rs. 25,50,040 (gross') and 
Rs. 22.48,040 (neO. 

(it) The operations are not sufficiently advanced to state the total 
amount recoverable. 
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127. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department 1 h* pleased to state 
what classes are included in the term “ depressed classes ” in the 
district of Pabna ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble tin* Member be pleased to state the number 
of such classes residing within each of the Sadar and Sirajganj sub* 
divisions of the said district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (//) The member is referred 
to the answer given to unpaired question No. 195 asked by Babu Bhish- 
madev Das at the mooting of the 2nd SoptemlxT, 1921. 

(b) Figures for the whole district will be found in the Census 
lteiHH't. Those for subdi\]sions are not available. 


Scheme of free primary education. 

128. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: in) Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in charge of tlie Depart merit of Education be pleased to state 
whethei it is a fact that the (io\ernment have in contemplation a scheme 
of free piimary education b\ which free primary schools would be 
established in villages, half the excuses being subscribed by the district 
hoard and the local ]>eoplc and tin* othei half by the Governments 

(b) If so, will the Uon'lde the Minister Ih‘ pleased to state whether 
an\ such schools have been staited m any place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (//) The member is referred to 
my sjieeeh introducing the supplemental grants under “31. — Educa- 
tion “ regarding pnman education in July last, a copy of which is laid 
on the Library table. 

(b) No such schools im\c been started yet but a projiosal 1ms been 
submitted In one mumcipaliu and is under examination. 


Constables in Pabna. 

129. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Depaitment he pleased to state — 

( i ) the total number of constables in the Pabna district; and 
( xi ) the number amongst them who are Bengalis? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (0 479. 
(u) 225. 
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“ Panchayeti ” system in Pabna. 

130. 8HAH8YED EMDADULHAQ: Will the Hon’ ble the Member 

in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(?) when the panchayeti system was introduced in the district of 
Pabna ; 

(ii) what is the total number of chaukidari unions at present and 
ot villages comprised in these unions within the Sadar Siraj- 
ganj subdivisions, respectively; and 

(in) what is the number of unions established in the district of 
Pabna each year since the introduction of this system? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (i) 1st April, 1875. 

(n) There are 211 chaukidari unions in the whole district; the 
number of villages is 4,21)4 (1911 census). 

(tit) The information is not on record. 


Visit of the Executive Engineer of Rajshahi to Pabna. 

131. AH AH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depai tment of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Executive Engineer of Kajshahi visited the 
Pabna district in connection with the erection of a sluice gate at the 
month of the Denipur Jola ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the rejHirt, if any, submitted by the Executive Engineer? 

(r) Was this visit of the Executive Engineer made subsequent to 
the notice of a resolution of Vhieh notice was given by me for the 
March session of the Council this year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) The reply is 
in the affirmative. 

(b) The- report is under the consideration of Government and is not 
for publication. 

(c) The rpply is in the affirmative. 


Revenue derived from gun license fees in the district of Pabna. 

132. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of revenue derived from gun license fees 
in the district of Pabna, year by year, during the last five years? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The revenue derived from 
fees for licenses under the Arms Act in the Palma district was — 

In 1917 — Rs. 344; in 1918 — Rs. 350; in 1919 — Rs. 2,400; in 1920 — 
Rs. 2,342-4-0; in 1921—Rs. 2,093. 


Recording of votes in election under Bengal Act III of 1885. 

133., 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to the answer 
given to unstarred question No. 90(c) put by Muulvi A/.aharuddin 
Ahmed on the 4th April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister m charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether 
the Government have come to any conclusion regarding the modification 
of the rule which debars a voter from giving all his votes to 6ne candi- 
date at an election under the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 
(Bengal Act 111 of 1885)? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA : Government 
have consulted the local bodies concerned. Opinion is divided on the 
subject and after careful consideration, Government have decided that 
the rule should not be modified. 


Water-works scheme of the Pabna Municipality. 

134. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government lx? 
pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken to expedite the 
water-works scheme of the Palma municipality? 

(h) When is it estimated that the scheme will materialise and that 
the work will he taken up? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

The Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, proposes to undertake 
an experiment in boring a tube-well at Palma in order to ascertain what 
type of water-works would be suitable to the municipality. A grant of 
Rs. 10,090 was sanctioned for this experiment in October last but the 
boring could not be taken hj> owing to the death by violence of the 
expert who was to have undertaken the work. The boring will he 
taken up as soon as the exj>ert engaged in a similar experiment at 
Patuakhali is set free. It is expected that the boring at Pabna will be 
completed in two or three months* time. The Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department, will prepare a scheme *as soon as the results of the 
experiment are known. 
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Medioal men to inquire into the prevalence of kala-azar in the 
Hooghly district. 

135. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the name and rank of the medical man 
or men, who visited village Sikta, police-station Dadpur, railway 
station Belrauri, Burdwan-Howrah Chord, East Indian Railway, in the 
Sadar subdivision of the Hooghly district on the 14th or 15th September, 
11)22, to inquire into the prevalence or otherwise of kala-azar in that 
locality and its neighbourhood and the amount of travelling allowance 
drawn by him or them ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report on the result of their inquiry and examination of 
kala-azar by experts who visited village Sikta on the abovemen- 
fcioned date together with a statement showing — 

(i) the train by which they arrived; 

(u) the time of their arrival at Sikta; 

(in) the number of families at Sikta; 

(iv) the names of the persons examined by them; 

(v) the time of departure from Sikta; 

(vi) the time of arrival at Kauaipur; • 

(vti) the number of families at Kauaipur; 

(mil) the names of the patients examined at Kanaipur; 

(ir) the time of departure from Kanaipur; 

(x) the time of arrival at (’hand unpur, and 

(xi) the time of departure by train for Calcutta P 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDR* NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

None of the medical officers employed in kala-azar survey visited village 
Sikta (police-station Dadpur, railway station Belmuri, district Hooghly) 
on the 14th or 15th September, 1922. The survey of the Dadpur thana 
has not yet been taken up by the Public Health Department. 

Newspapers allowed to political prisoners in Pabna jail. 

136. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what newspapers were and are allowed for special class prisoners 
in the Fabna district jail ; and 

(it) whether newspapers like the Amrita Bazar Patrika , the Servant, 
the Basu mati and the A nan da Bazar Patrika are allowed in 
the said jail for special class prisoners P * 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, what is the reason foi 
this differentiation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (,), (,,) and (6) 
Special class prisoners are not allowed newspapers under the rules now in 
force. 


Final forecast of the winter orop of oertain districts. 

137. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the nou’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of the final forecast of the winter crop of the 
current year in the districts of Rajshahi, Palma and Bogra? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): It IS presumed that information regarding winter rice 
crop only is wanted. The final forecast of the wdnter rice crop will not 
be ready before the middle of February, 1923. 


Revenue demand of the Pabna district. 

138. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state for the district of Pabna — 

(i) what was the revenue demand in the year 1793; 

(") what was the amount of rent realized by the zamindars in the 
year 1793; and 

(ui) what is the amount of rent now realized by the zamindars from 
the tenants? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) and (//) The information cun not be given as the district 
was formed in the year 1832. 

(Hi) It is estimated that the amount is Rs. 28,(12,220. 


Conditions imposed when granting lioenses for am. 

139. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Dqrartment aware that District Magis- 
trates in issuing licenses for arms insist on taking declarations or under- 
takings from applicants that they will remain loyal to the Government? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
authority under which such actions of district officers are justified? 
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(c) If there is no authoritative law or rule on the subject, are the 
Government considering the desirability of issuing orders to District 
Officers riot to insist on imposing such conditions in the matter of 
granting licenses to persons eligible for possessing arms? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: (a) No, Government have 

received no complaints on the subject. 

(b) and (c) The instructions issued for the guidance of District 
Magistrates are contained in paragraph 36 of the Arms Manual. 

Typists and copyists in courts in Bengal. 

140. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately, district by district, the number 
of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan copyists and typists employed 
in the Civil, Criminal and Revenue courts in Bengal? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased also to lay on the table 
a statement, showing the average remuneration received by the copyists 
and typists, respectively, district by district, during the last three years? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) and (b) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

Registration of births and deaths in the mufassal- 

141. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the duty of the registration of births and deaths has 
been given, in a number of cases, to local union boards or 
to cbaukidari punchuyet committees; and 
(u) in which districts, the total number of union boards and chauki- 
dari panchayet committees have been entrusted with this 
duty ? 

(b) Is it the intention of Government to entrust this duty to all 
union boards' and chaukidari panchayet committees? 

( c ) Has the cost in this respect increased or decreased by the transfer 
of these duties % 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80H: (a) (i) and (u) The duty 

was transferred as an experiment some years ago to chaukidari pan- 
ckayets in the subdivisions of Kalna, Chandpur and Lalbagh and the 
district of Bogra. Some of these panchayets have now been replaced 
by unMfl boards on the introduction of the Village Self-Government Act. 

(b) l&e question is under consideration. 
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(c) The cost has increased on the introduction of the experiment. 
Government sanctioned a contribution of Rs. 4 a month towards the 
pay of a munshi on Rs. 10 in each union, the union paying Rs. 6. 


Government grant to dispensaries in Pabna. 

142. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the amounts of grants given by Government, to the 
Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisional charitable dispensaries in the district 
of Pabna for the free supply of medicine to Government servants, stating 
the amount in each case in 1919-20, 1920-21 and 1921-22 P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The following 
grants were made to the dispensaries during the three years in question, 
viz. : — 

Pabna Sadar dispensary: 1919-20 — ILs. 200; 1920-21 — Rs. 200; 
1921-22— Rs. 200. 

Sirajganj subdivisional dispensary: 1919-20 — Rs. 100; 1920-21 — 
Rs. 100; 1921-22— Rs. 150. 


Acquisition of land for residential quarters for the Collector of Pabna. 

143. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Lund Acquisition) 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government have expressed an opinion that an 
official residence should be provided for the Collector of 
Pabna ; 

(it) whether the Government have already acquired any land for 
the purpose ; 

(tit) if so, how much land has been acquired; and 

( iv ) at what cost has the same been acquired? 

( b ) If no land has already been acquired will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government 
to acquire any land for the purpose ? 

(c) If so, how much land will be acquired and what will be the 
probable cost of such acquisition ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
estimate has been prepared regarding the cost of construction of the 
buildings, etc., for the purpose? 

( e ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
estimated cost of the scheme ? 
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(/) When is it proposed to proceed with the construction of the 
buildings, etc., in connection with this scheme? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
ACQUISITION] (the Hon’ We the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwafl): (a) to (/) In 1920 owing to the threatened erosion by 
river of the private house previously occupied by the Collector of Pabna, 
and the difficulty of getting a suitable house, it was proposed to build 
a house for him at a cost of Rs. 59,670. But the proposal has for the 
presents been abandoned, as the river has since been receding. 


Audit report of accounts of Calcutta University. 

143- A. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether he has received any communication or report 
from the Accountant-General of Bengal on the audit of accounts of the 
Calcutta University, subsequent to his report dated 24th July, 1922, 
which is described by him as only the first part of his report ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay the jmpers 
on the table? 

The Hon’We Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Copies are laid on the Library’ table. 

Procedure relating to debates. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Mr. Presi- 
dent- Before the proceedings begin, I want to invite your attention to 
a matter of some importance to*us — insignificant members hailing from 
the mufussal — with regard to the ruling, which you were pleased to give 
yesterday, namely, that only those memliers shall l>e called ui>on to 
speak who may catch your eye. I remember to have caught your eye 
on several occasions, but 1 cannot vouch for having caught your mind 
at any rate. l)ot\s this procedure suj>ersede the practice hitherto fol- 
lowed of sending “ slips ” containing the names of members who want 
to speak on any particular resolution? 1 want to have definite infor- 
mation on this j>oint and I also want a ruling on the point, as to whether 
or not when the closure has not been moved it is necessary or desirable 
that the debate should be closed and the official members should lie 
called upon to reply. Yesterday, in connection with the debate on the 
question of the participation of Bengal in the British Empire Exhibition, 
Mr. Donovan was called upon to reply before all the speakers had their 
say on the subject and thus, in a manner, the debate was closed although 
no closure was moved from the House. On this point, Sir, I wan! your 
definite ruling for our future guidance. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): The hon’ble 
member is of course technically out of order, but I am very glad to have 
this opportunity of explaining a matter with regard to which he and 
other members aie apparently under a grave misapprehension. The 
procedure adopted in this Council, namely, that members who desire to 
speak must rise in their places, is a form of procedure which has pre- 
vailed in the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State at Delhi 
ever since the introduction of the Reforms. It is a form of procedure 
which prevails in every other Legislative body with which 1 have any 
sort of acquaintance. There is nothing with regard to that form of 
procedure which need upset or alarm the hon’ble member or any other 
hon’ble member. All that a member need do, if he wishes to speak, is 
to rise in his place and endeavour to catch the President’s eye. Whether 
he succeeds in catching the President’s eye depends on a variety of 
things. First of all, il may be that the President’s eye may be directed 
at the moment to the opposite side of the House. It may also hap]H j n 
that five or six meml>ers may rise at the same time and the President’s 
eye may fall on one member and not on others. But the hon’ble member 
can rest assured that I shall always make an endeavour to call, as far 
as possible, upon members who rise. The House must understand, how- 
ever, that it is not always possible to call upon a member the first time 
he rises. He should continue to rise until he succeeds in catching 
the eye of the President. 

With regard to the other matter that Nibaran Balm has brought to 
my notice, 1 should like to remind him that the debate in question lasted 
two hours and a half, that the matter was, I think the Council will 
agree, very thoroughly discussed and that every form of argument was 
employed and every form of opinion received expression. The time 
always arrives in a debate when a conclusion must be reached, and it 
is w'ithin the discretion of the chair, when the position is such that a 
matter has been under discussion for 2J hours, to decide that the time 
has come to call upon the lion’ hie mem tier representing the Government 
to reply. I am very sorry that the Rai Bahadur was deprived of the 
opportunity of putting his views liefore the Council on that occasion, 
but, in that respect, hon’ble members are not subjected to any disadvan- 
tage and are not deprived of any privilege which they now enjoy. I am 
very anxious to bring the procedure of this House into line with that 
of other legislative bodies, and I hoj*? that hon’ble members will support 
the chair in that endeavour. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I am very 
thankful to you for this expression of opinion and that removes a good 
deal of misapprehension, and I think we shall all be satisfied in future. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I may add one more observation. I shall 
be glad if hon’ble members will send up their names, as that will help 
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me to calculate how long a debate is likely to last, but I cannot guaran- 
tee that I shall call upon those members whose names are sent to me 
unless they rise in their places. If hon’ble members who send up their 
names to me rise in due course in their places, I shall do my best to see 
that every one gets an opportunity of speaking. 

Non-official members’ Bills. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT * With regard to the University of Calcutta Amend- 
ment Bill, the Calcutta University Amendment Bill, the Calcutta Sup- 
pression of Immoral Traffic Bill, the Calcutta University Bill and the 
Bengal Fish Fry Preservation Bill, the necessary sanction of the Gov- 
ernment of India has not been received, and therefore these Bills can- 
not be taken up to-day. With regard to Mr. J . Campbell Forrester’s 
motion to introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920, and 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy’s motion to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, those Bills wiH 
be taken up under the provisions of section 47. His Excellency the 
Governor has already ordered the publication of both these Bills, together 
with the Statements of Objects and Reasons accompanying them in the 
Gazette , and, therefore, no motion for leave to introduce either of those 
Bills is required and no debate will he in order. The procedure will take 
the form of reading the Bill for the first time. The Bills will be intro- 
duced by the hon’ble members concerned and when they have done 
that the title will he read out by the Secretary and the Bills laid on the 
table. Upon a subsequent occasion the procedure outlined in section 51 
will he followed, hut for the present there will he no debate and no 
discussion : it will he purely a formal introduction of the Bill. I make 
this explanation because 1 have been waited upon by certain members 
who desired me to make the position clear to the Council. 

With regard to the Bengal Village Cliaukidari (Amendment) Bill 
and the Bengal Village Self-Government .(Amendment) Bill, the pro- 
cedure will be under section 50. The motion will be made for leave to 
introduce the Bill. A brief explanatory statement will be permitted 
from the member who moves the Bill, and if any niPinber opposes it, a 
brief speech 'will he allowable after which the question will be put with- 
out further debate. 


The Cftlcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. 4 . CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I find that Government have 
very kindly complied with my request and have published and circu- 
lated my Bill. This makes my task easier and it remains only for me 
now formally to introduce the Calcutta Rent (Amendment)* Bill, IS23. 
It is not my intention to take up the time of this House unnecessarily; 
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therefore, I will only confine myself to a few statements bearing on the 
Bill and reserve my principal remarks for the time when the Bill will be 
brought before the House for discussion, i.c., when I move for its 
second reading about the 8th of February next. I think that every 
member of this House, who has the citizen’s welfare at heart, must 
recognize the absolute necessity of the continuation of the Calcutta 
Rent Act. No one will gainsay the fact that the Calcutta Rent Act 
Bill has been of great benefit to our citizens, and they are greatly indebted 
to the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan — the Hon’ble 
Member who was responsible for the passing of the present Act. He 
said, when he introduced his Bill — 

It seems certain that unless there is some system of control, rents will rise still 
higher, and an intolerable situation will be created. It ib, therefore, necessary tem- 
porarily to protect the general public against tho rapacity of a limited . section of 
landlords. ... 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : You arc merely introducing your Bill, and any 
controversial matters that you wish to bring in, such as the reference 
to the rapacity of landlords which I think I caught, must be reserved 
for a subsequent occasion. This is now a purely formal introduction 
of the Bill. When the time comes for the second reading, you will be 
able to utilize all your controversial matter. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: I was using the speech of the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It does not really matter whose speech you are 
using. The point is that you are now’ simply introducing the Bill, 
and you should not introduce any controversial matter. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: The Maharaja’s name is 
remembered w’itli affection and respect by the poorer classes of the 
Indian, European, and Anglo-Indian community for his truly great 
services to them in the past. His words on that oc casion were words 
of truth and wisdom, and apply to to-day’s position, as much as they 
did when they were spoken three years ago. It is well-known to the 
Government that there is a wide-spread desire on the part of the citizens 
of Calcutta that the Rent Act, 1920, should be extended for a further 
period. 

I will give here a few instances of the exorbitant increases that have 
taken place where the tenants have not bothered to go to the Rent 
Controller, and one can readily see by that what a terrible position the 
poor tenants would have been in, had there been no protection at all 
provided for them. 

Let me start by illustrating the first, instance that I am aware of, 
a house in Theatre Road 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry to interrupt you again, but you really 
cannot go into these details when you are introducing the Bill. 
The appropriate time for doing that will be on a subsequent occasion 
when you move to refer the Bill to Select Committee, in other words, 
on the occasion of the second reading of the Bill. All you now have to 
do is to introduce your Bill, and I suggest that the greater part of 
your H]ieech should be reserved till the subsequent occasion. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Then there is nothing left for 
me to say except that I introduce my Bill with the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons already given. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. I 
need hardly remind the House of the discussion which took place over 
this problem of Village Self-Government in the last session of the 
Council, and I do not think that after that it is at all necessary for me 
to offer any explanation for proposing the amendment of an Act which 
has been placed in the Statute Book scarcely three years ago. So, Sir, 
-I would reserve my further speech for tin; next stage of the Bill. 

With these very few words 1 beg to introduce it. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Village Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Batou INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. This Bill with the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons hits already been circulated to all the 
members of this Council, and l do not think any lengthy speech would 
be needed at this stage of the Bill. As is well known to the members 
of this Council, section 11 of the Village Chaukidari Act was amended 
during a previous session of the Council, because it was felt that the 
salary of the clmukidars needed improvement. That amendment also 
provided that the question of the determination of the salary of chauki- 
dars should be left in the hands of the panchayet, with certain safe- 
guards of course. This was a very salutary principle, because it is the 
panchayet, who is responsible for finding the money for the salary of 
the chaukidars. 

With the question of the salary of the chaukidars is intimately 
connected the question of the number of chaukidars that may be neces- 
sary for a oertain area. There is a feeling in the country that the 
nature of the service of chaukidars should be improved. Whether this 
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can be done by making them whole-time servants or only part-time 
servants, as at present, remains to be seen. If they are to be made 
whole-time servants, the number of chaukidars may be reduced in 
certain quarters ; or, if they are retained in their present shape, their 
number may have to be increased. Therefore, the question of their 
number is an important matter. If the punchayet is to determine the 
salary, they must also determine the number. 

As I .have already mentioned, by sanctioning the amendment of 
section 11 of this Act, this Council is in a manner committed to this 
amendment, because this amendment is more or less a corollary to the 
amendment that has been accepted by this Council. With these few 
words, 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bill. 

l^eave being granted the Secretary then read the short title of the 
Bill. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 11119. 

He spoke in Bengali. The translation of his speech is as follows: — 

1 presented a Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act 
some time ago. But as the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge expressed 
the desirability of referring this Bill to a Select Committee 1 withdrew 
my motion. It is needless for me to amplify my arguments in order 
to supi>ort the necessity of the amendment of such an Act. It will be 
better if the Act is amended as soon as possible. It is not my inten- 
tion to take up the time of the Council by advancing arguments. 
Arguments, as I have said on more occasions than one, are unavailing 
in this Council. The Statement of Objects and Reasons appended to 
the Bill will explain to a certain extent the need for such a measure. 

I would, therefore, only move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

Leave being granted, the Secretary then read the short title of the 
Bill. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I propose to take resolutions Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7 and 8 together but before I call ujwn Mr. Ajoy Ohunder Dutt to 
move the first of these, there is one matter which I should like to bring 
to the notice of the Council. I understand that the question which is 
involved in these resolutions has occasioned a considerable amount of 
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feeling. I therefore want to make it perfectly clear to the Council that 
I exi»ect the debate on these resolutions to be conducted with due 
regard for the proprieties of parliamentary discussion, and that as far 
as possible acrimonious references and allusions shall be avoided. I do 
not in the least want to take severe measures with regard to this matter. 
I therefore earnestly appeal to members to support me in the line of 
conduct which I have indicated. 


The Calcutta University. 

Mr. A«IOY CHUNDER DUTT: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 voted for the Calcutta 
University by this Council be made over to the said University. 

I realize that the task which I have undertaken is a somewhat diffi- 
cult one for two distinct and different reasons. 1 know the temper of 
this House when University matters come up for discussion. I remem- 
ber the discussion which followed upon the speech made by Babu ltishin- 
dra Nath Sarkar. He proposed, so far as I remember, to have a 
committee appointed for the purpose of looking into the University 
affairs. I remember his scathing speech, and I remember the numerous 
other scathing speeches that followed. I do not desire to make 
personal references but I do appeal to the Members of this Council to 
discuss this question upon the facts which I shall place before them. 
I expect the members of this Council to divest themselves of their ill- 
feelings, if they have any, against the Calcutta University and 
against the Vice-Chancellor and to decide this question upon the facts 
that I place before them. I feel perfectly sure that if they do so, 
they will agree with me and sanction the payment of Rs. 2,50,000 
which I propose. This matter has been discussed in every house- 
hold. Every one has made up his mind either one way or the other 
as to whether this money should be giv$n to the University and that 
is the second difficulty in my way. It is extremely difficult to 
convert a person who is convinced that he is right and that I am wrong. 
But I would make an appeal to them. This question is one of great 
importance' because it must be realized that the continuance of the 
Calcutta University depends upon a grant being made and if this is 
refused, I caji predict with confidence that the Calcutta University will 
have to close down although it may be for a short time. For these 
reasons I do expect that the members of this Council will realize the 
gravity of the situation in which the Calcutta University is placed and 
will vote in such a manner as will commend itself to the whole of 
Bengal. 

We have been told not once, but off and on, that the Calcutta Univer- 
sity or the authorities of the Calcutta University have been guilty of 
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thoughtless expansion of their activities. This charge has been made 
by many persons in this Council. So far as I know this charge has not 
been repudiated here. I want to explain to the members of this Council 
that the present difficulty of the Calcutta University has arisen not 
because of any thoughtless expansion on the part of the University but 
because of unforeseen circumstances which the University could not 
avoid. 1 shall explain this presently. 

The University hus suffered a loss of about three lakhs by reason of 
the non-co-operation movement. This statement 1 find in the report 
of the Accountant-General at page 1T4 of this blue book — Report of the 
Government Grant Committee. It says this: — 

One of the chief ciiuses for the financial trouble is the drop in the receipts of 
the Fee Fund during 1921*22 by about two hiklis as compared with the receipts of 
1920-21 due to circumstances over which the University had no control. The 
shortage comes to about Us. 3 lakhs if the progressive increase of previous years 
lie taken into account, so that the non-cooperntion movement is responsible for a 
loss of three 1 lakhs of rupees to the Calcutta University. 

I have never understood that movement. 1 do not pretend to under- 
stand that movement even now. Why the non-co-ojierutors should have 
directed their energies and their activities to demolish an institution 
which has been built up mainly with Indian money, I have never been 
able to understand, but the fact remains that they attacked the Univer- 
sity with the result that a loss of thiey lakhs of nijiees occurred to the 
University. 

Then again in 1917 certain questions leaked out. This involved an 
additional expenditure of Us. 00, 000. This makes Us. 3,00,000. Then, 
on the top of that, we get the establishment of certain new' universities, 
the Dacca University, the Rangoon University and the Patna Univer- 
sity. The result of this has been that the income of the Calcutta 
University has been greatly diminished, so that we see a great portion 
of this deficit is due to causes over which the Calcutta University had 
no control. The cleverest man could never have foreseen that non-co- 
operation would be directed against the Calcutta University; he could 
never have foreseen that a leakage of questions would occur in 1917. 
These are things which could never have been foreseen. Therefore, I 
think that to charge the authorities of the Calcutta University with 
a lack of foresight is, to say the least, not fair. 

Now, Sir, the Calcutta University realized the difficulties in which 
they were placed. Realizing the difficulties they made an appeal to the 
India Government. They asked the India Government for financial 
assistance and, in the alternative, if that Government was not prepared 
to render financial assistance, asked for permission to change certain 
regulations by which they would be able to increase examination fees 
connected with the Matriculation and the Intermediate Examinations. 
This they considered absolutely essential for increasing the income of 
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that University. For reasons which I have never been able to under- 
stand, the Government of India refused their sanction. The Calcutta 
University, knowing their financial difficulty, appealed to them saying 
either pay us the money or let us help ourselves. The Government of 
India practically said — “ We will not pay you the money and we will 
not let you help yourselves. ” This is really the cause why, to-day, there 
is a deficit of Rs. 5£ lakhs. If these thing had not occurred, I am 
perfectly sure that it would not' have been necessary for the University 
to petition the Government of Bengal for financial assistance. The 
University has petitioned but the response has not been favourable. 
On the 23rd August the Government of Bengal sent a letter to the 
Calcutta University saying that they were prepared to hand over 
Rs. 2,50,000 which was voted by this Council, if they were prepared to 
accept certain terms and conditions mentioned in that letter. The 
Calcutta University considered the matter and there was rather a heated 
discussion with reference to that subject when the matter came up 
before the Senate on the 2nd of December last year. I received the 
impression, or rather when I read the speeches made by the Senators 
at that meeting, I came to the conclusion that the offer had been reject- 
ed. After that, I got this blue book — Report of the Government Grant 
Committee. I read through this report and I found that the report was 
not in harmony w'ith the seeches made .by the Senators at the meet- 
‘ ing of the 2nd of December. I find that practically all the major terms 
and conditions contained in the letter of 23rd August were accepted 
by the University. Though they did not say so, they were accepted. 
I can prove to you that they have been acting on them for the last 
three or four months. They have been acting upon these recommenda- 
tions and they have explained the reasons why they have not been able 
to keep the accounts according to the most; approved method. Now in 
order to convince the members of the Council that this is so, I desire 
to deal with these conditions — the conditions laid down in the letter of 
the Hon’ble the Minister for Education and the answers given by the 
University. Now the first condition — I admit that it is a good condi- 
tion — is — 

. . . no further expansion involving financial responsibility will be undertaken 

by the Uuiversity until their financial position shows an improvement. 

A very good condition, that is to say, you have not got money and 
you must notf expand. You have got to pay off your debt and you must 
not incur fresh obligations. How ht*s the University dealt with that? 
In a letter sent by the University on the 14th February, 1922, the 
following passage occurs : — 

The Syndicate in these circumstances request that a graut be made out of the 
public revenue to enable them to meet this deficit. The Syndicate desire to 
emphasise that this sum is not needed for new work to be undertaken. It is 
required to meet liabilities which have been already incurred and could not be 
•voided. It is not practicable to alter existing arrangements all on » sudden. 
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To take one illustration : most of the appointments in the teaching department of 
the University were made for a term of five years in the beginning of 1920. The 
University is under a legal obligation to pay the salaries of the gentlemen so 
appointed for some time yet to come. But it is necessary to point out that no 
fresh liabilities are being incurred. Wherever practicable, vacancies on the staff 
have not been filled up; when it has been found absolutely necessary to fill up 
a vacancy a person has been appointed for the shortest possible term, and on the 
lowest pay acceptable. 

Does not that make it perfectly clear that the University wants this 
Es. 5A lakhs grant for the purpose of paying off its debts? Rightly or 
wrongly, the University has contracted debts to the extent of Its. 6J 
lakhs. The money has got to be paid, unless you decide to allow the 
University to close down. Government must pay the debt and I think 
that the best course is to pay the debt now. This grant of Rs. 2 \ lakhs 
which I ask for is for the payment of the debts incurred by the'Univer- 
sity. Not a farthing of that money will be spent on other purposes, 
on expansion and so forth. Why do not you believe the University? 
The University has made that statement over and over again in this 
book. Why do you not believe the University when they say that thiif 
Rs. 2A lakhs is wanted for the purpose of meeting the deficit, and not 
for the purpose of expansion? I think, therefore, that it is quite clear 
that the first condition laid down in the letter of the Hon’ble the Minister 
has been accepted by the University. 

The second condition reads thus: — 

The budget for thin year should, after it has been passed by the Senate, be 
submitted to Government by the 15th October next, but that for future years it 
should be piepnred by the first week of May and after similar approval by the 
Senate be submitted to Government by the 15th of- that month. The budget 
estimates should show the actuals for the last three years, the revised estimates 
of the current year, and the proposed estimates for the following year. After the 
budget is passed by the Senate, extracts should be communicated to each depart- 
ment with distinct instructions to keep the expenditure within the sanctioned 

K rant r 

Now, unfortunately, last year the University had delayed in present- 
ing and passing the budget. The reason is stated at page 74 of this 
blue book. This is what the report says : — 

As regards the year 1921-22 it may be pointed out further that there were 
really no reliable data available for the preparation of the Budget Estimates in what 
may be considered the appropriate time, namely, before the commencement of the 
financial year. The fees received from the candidates at the various examinations 
constitute the chief source of income of the University; and a sudden decrease In 
the number of candidates cannot but completely upset all previous calculations. 
Thus, if the Budget Estimates for 1921*22 had been prepared, say in March, 1921, 
on the basis of the number of candidates during the three preceding years, the 
estimates would have proved dangerously misleading. Not the tfLsest amongst 
the members of the University could, at the time, anticipate the probable number 
of candidates at the principal examinations to be held in the early months of 
1922, 
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That is the explanation given why the budget of 1921-22 was not timely 
prepared but the University gives an undertaking that it will prepare 
the budget in time in future. This is what they say. At page 72 of 
this blue l>ook, you find some rules laid down. These rules have lately 
been framed in order that budgets may be prepared and passed in time. 
I may be allowed to place before the Council some of the more impor- 
tant of these rules : — 

The Board of Accounts shall prepare the Budget Estimates of income and expen- 
diture of the University in March and submit it to the Syndicate early in April. It 
shall be based on (a) special preliminary budgets, etc., etc. 

Then secondly, the Syndicate shall consider the Budget Estimates in April and 
shall, not later than the second week of May, send a copy thereof to every 
member of the Senate, with their observations und recommendations. 

Thirdly, the Senate shall discuss the budget at a special meeting to be held 
ill the third week of June. The President of the Board of Accounts shall present 
the budget and move its adoption, explaining its special features and the extent 
to which the recommendations of the Syndicate, if any, shall be accepted. 

So, we find that whatever the practice may have been in the past, it 
dias been changed. The budget for the next year has already been passed 
so that I may take it that the University is making every attempt to 
conform to condition No. 2. 

Then, let us come to condition No. 3 — 

It is desirable that section 2, Chapter VI, of the Regulations should be so 
• altered as to enable the Board of Accounts to meet once every month, and it is 
hoped that steps will Ik* taken lor the purpose by the first week of November, but 
until this is done, the Board should he convened as frequently as jjossible under 
the authority vested in tin* Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor under the section referred 
to above, but in any ease not less than once in three months with a view to 
examine and audit the accounts, consider the ways and means as well as Che 
financial effects of any important measures in contemplation and make recommenda- 
tion relating to the finances of the University. 

Now with reference to that, Vertain difficulties have been explained 
by the University in this report. The report says — 

Minute directions are given as to how many times the Board of Accounts 
should meet in the course of a year; it is evidently assumed that meetings and 
discussions alone lend to an increase in the funds of the University. To take one 
illustration only: the Board of Accounts met on the 9th November, 1921, drew 
up an elaborate rejKirt which was discussed by the Syndicate on the very next day 
and was forwarded to the (Government of Bengal two days later. A year has 
elapsed since then and the Board of Accounts has met from time to time in the 
interval, but not a iota of additional money has yet come into the University 
chest. It is possible that the Government are not aware that monthly statements 
of accounts are prepared and regularly submitted to the Syndicate. It cannot 
be assumed that matters would have been different if the Board of Accounts had 
met even front week to week. * As w*e have already established, the difficulties were 
foreseen two, if not, three, years ago — only those who might and should have 
assisted the University have not come forward. 

Then there is another condition that the accounts of separate funds 
should not be mixed up and the actuals of receipts and expenditure 
under each fund should be prepared and submitted to the Board of 
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Accounts, to the »Senaie, and the Government of Bengal every month 
soon after its close. The University is quite willing to accept this, hut 
the only difficulty in the way is the report of the Accountant-General. 
The Accountant-General says in his rejmrt that it is not necessary to 
keep separate accounts for separate funds, so that the University is 
rather puzzled as to whether to accept the recommendation of the local 
Government or the recommendation of the Accountant-General. If the 
matter is explained to the University 1 have not the slightest doul t 
that it will follow the course recommended by Government. 

Then about the publication of the budget, the University author- 
ities have done something better than what has been suggested by 
Government. So far as 1 know, the budget was published this year 
in the Calcutta Gazette which secures publicity. 

Then, as regards the last condition, that all arrears of salaries and 
at least half the amount of the examiners’ remunerations amounting to 
Rs. 1,75,000 up to the 80th June, 10*2, should he forthwith paid, that 
has been fulfilled. The teaching staff have been paid right up to the 
81st December, 1022, and there are no arrears with reference to that, 
so that we find whether the University authorities admit or not, they 
have accepted most of the conditions. The main condition have been 
accepted which were imposed by the Iloii’ble the Minister for the 
purpose of preventing waste. Now that these conditions have been 
accepted by the University authorities— although they choose to sav 
that they have not accepted them — 1 think that it is high time that 
the grant of Rs. 2,50,000 should he paid. This money, T repeat, will 
be utilized for the purpose of paying off the debts of the University and 
not a farthing of it will he spent for expansion of the University. In 
these circumstances, can theie he any reason why this money should 
not be paid? Now the res{K>iisibility with reference to the letter of the 
23rd August, of course, rests with the Minister. These conditions, so 
far as I know, were imposed without any sanction from the legisla- 
tive Council. In his speech, the Ilon’ble the Minister did make refer- 
ences, I think, to certain conditions but what those conditions were we 
did not know until they were actually im|X)sed on the University. ' Rightly 
or wrongly, those conditions are there, and the responsibility with refer- 
ence to them rests upon the Minister. It is for the members of the 
Council to decide whether that responsibility should continue with the 
Hon’ble the Minister or whether we should assume the responsibility. 
As soon as we say that we are not going to sanction this gfibnt of 
Rs. 2,50,000, the responsibility becomes ours, and not the Minister’s. 
Therefore, I say, let the responsibility continue to rest with the Minister 
and pass the grant of Rs. 2,50,000. It is only a recommendation. The 
Minister is at liberty to refuse to accept our recommendation. If the 
Hon’ble the Minister feels that he has a very strong case, he can go to 
the country and explain why he has refused to accept the recommends 

-t n :i “L-.i i 
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by refusing the money. The money is urgently necessary for the well- 
being of the Calcutta University. 

I may tell you that there are funds which will enable the Univer- 
sity to go on, say, up to the end of March, not longer. The examina- 
tion fees are coming in -and it is upon these examination fees that the 
University is living to-day. After March, if there is no financial 
assistance from Government, the University must necessarily close down. 
Again, if you do not make this grant of Rs. 2,50,000, you will not be 
in a position to give rupees 3 or 3£ lakhs next year. You must be 
logical. If you refuse the money to-day, because the University author- 
ities have refused to accept the conditions, you will have to keep on 
refusing grants to the University in future. The University must close 
down; the responsibility is extremely heavy, and 1 implore the members 
to consider very carefully before they undertake the responsibility of 
refusing this grant. We have already imposed three taxes which are 
unpopular. Let us not make ourselves still more unpopular by destroy- 
ing the Calcutta University. If you want the success of the Reforms, 
if you want people to have faith in the Reforms, you must accept this 
recommendation. If the refusal of this recommendation means the 
closure of the University even for a single day, it will mean a great 
discredit to us. 1 therefore ask the members of this Council, indivi- 
.duallv and collectively, to consider the matter seriously before deciding 
to vote against my resolution. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Professor M'ukherji, your resolution and the 
succeeding ones on the paper are regarded as amendments to resolution 
No. 1. Fifteen minutes is, therefore, your time-limit. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that a grant of Rs. 5,39,480 be made immediately 
to the Calcutta University without imposing any conditions thereto 
to enable it to wipe off its deficit. , 

I deeply appreciate the remarks which fell from your lips at the 
very outset, in view of the fact that the atmosphere is charged, nay 
surcharged, with electricity and that the controversy has now assumed 
a personal aspect, no well-wisher either of the Legislative Council on 
the one hand, or of the University on the other, will do anything or say 
anything to* aggravate the’ situation. I also hope that this 
matter will 1)© uplifted from the region of personalities and will 
be looked at with a dispassionate spirit. There is one fact which is 
incontrovertible and that is that the Calcutta University is now faced 
with a deficit of about Rs. 5J lakhs. The Accountant-General in his 
report has traced the causes and they have already been mentioned 
by my friend, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt. The University in their report 
has also summarised the causes that have contributed to the present 
financial difficulties, and there is one factor which is common, namely* 
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that a good part of the deficit is due to the cult of non-co-operation. 
According to the Accountant-General it is Rs. 3 lakhs, according to the 
University authorities, it is Rs. 4 lakhs, but the common factor is 
there. If that be a fact and is one of the causes which goes to explain 
the bulk of this deficit, I do not for myself see any reason why this 
grant should be saddled with any condition. It is a fact that in July 
last, this Council voted a grant of Ks. 2,50,000 without imposing any 
condition. No condition was attached to the grant at that time in 
the month of July last. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order. 
There is a conversation going on between Professor Mukherji and 
another member. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It has hardly begun and if it goes- on it will 
be stopped. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: 1 understood that only the President 
was to call to order. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I think I have a right to rise 
to a point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou may go on, Professor Mukherji. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I do not know why the Ilon’ble the 
Minister did not send the money immediately to the University. 
Evidently he waited for the rejiort of the Accountant-General, but 
seeing that even the Accountant-General admitted the fact that the 
deficit to the extent of Ils. 3 lakhs was due to causes over which the 
University had absolutely no control, I do not see any reason why the 
grant sanctioned by the Council was not given. As regards the ques- 
tion whether a part of this deficit was due to bad financial management, 
it is highly controversial. The University has issued a volume covering 
nearly 200 pages in which the statement has been categorically chal- 
lenged. Whether we accept the arguments set forth by the University 
or not, it goes without saying that the matter is highly controversial 
and where the issue is so controversial, the question of meeting a deficit 
should not have been hedged in with conditions. 

Now, Sir, taking it for granted that a part of this deficit was due to 
the opening of regular post-graduate teaching classes from 1917-18, 
even taking that for granted what crime has the University committed? 
The University before 1904 was an examining body and it was highly 
condemned on that score. Lord Curzon in his convocation speech in 
1904 said — 

What ought the ideal University to be in India, as elsewhere? As the name 
implies, it ought to be a place where all knowledge is taught by tbe best teachers 
to ail who seek to acquire it, when the knowledge so taught is turned to good 
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purjKJHdK and where it« boundaries are receiving a constant extension, if I may 
bonow a metaphor from politics, there is no scientific frontier to the domain of 
knowledge It is the one? sphere where territorial expansion is the highest dtfty 
instead of an ignoble greed. Then the ideal University that we are contemplating 
should be centrally situated; it should be amply and even nobly housed; it should 
be well equipped, and it should be handsomely endowed. In these conditions it 
would soon create an atmosphere of intellectual refinement and culture, a moral 
quality and influence would spring within it and traditions of reverence would 
grow up like creepers round its walls. 

After those memorable words the Indian Universities Act of 1904 came 
into operations and the Calcutta University was transformed from an 
examining body into a teaching organization. The head and front of 
the offence of the Calcutta University — call it thoughtless expansion if 
you like — is that it has created an intellectual atmosphere — an atmosphere 
of refinement and culture. The Calcutta University is the premier Univer- 
sity in India — a University of which we are proud and of which India 
is proud. This University is sending out its alumni to help other 
Universities to come into being. Has the Government done much to 
help this University by making liberal financial grants? The Univer- 
sity authorities say that within the last 10 years, in the case of the Science 
department, the Government of India contributed less than 7 per cent, 
of the total expenditure, while in the. Arts department they contributed 
about 17 per cent. Anyway, the Government have not done all that they 
could have done in the matter of helping the University financially and 
now that it is on the verge of bankruptcy, is in a serious financial embar- 
rassment, is it right, is it fair, to bring it to its destruction ? 

Now, Sir, about the conditions. ‘I can very well understand the 
position of the Tlon’ble the Minister for Education. As the trusted 
custodian of public funds he feels that it is incumbent upon him to see 
that the funds granted to the University are well administered, and at 
the same time 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y our time is up, Professor. You must be very 
brief. • 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : I shall take only two or three minutes 
more. At the name time I can understand the feeling of the Hon’ble 
the Viee-Cfiaacollor that the freedom of a laige and autonomous body 
like the University should he safeguarded. Under the circumstances, 
is it asking too much tlmt this deficit should be wiped out and the ques- 
tion of the conditions should be considered on their own merits apart 
from the question of deficits? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government' that the supplementary grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 sanctioned in July last he given to the Calcutta University 
without any such conditions as are mentioned in the annexure to the 
Government of Bengal’s letter No. 1769-Edn., dated the 23rd August, 
1&22‘, to the Calcutta University. 
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I have too high a regard for the Calcutta University to crave any 
indulgence for it from unsympathetic hands. If 1 therefore move this 
resolution, I do so, to enter an emphatic protest against what appears 
to me a glaring instance of playing with the vote of the Council. 

On the 11th July last, the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Education demanded a supplementary grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 for the Calcutta University. The Budget note explaining 
the necessity of this grant ran as follows : — 

In a letter to Government, the Calcutta University hnR represented that Hie 
financial year 1921-22 opened with a debit opening balance of Rs. 1,48,055 and that it 
is anticipated that the total deficit in June, 1922, will he Rs. 5,59,480. The deficit 
is due mainly to the fall in the receipts from examination feoH, etc. It is accordingly 
proposed to give a grant of Rs. 2,50,000 during the current year to the Calcutta 
University to meet the deficit. 

Tims it will 1k* seen, if language was not given to man to conceal his 
thoughts, that the grant promised was an unconditional one and was 
designed to afford immediate relief to the Calcutta University faced as 
it was, with a deficit of about Rs. 5J lakhs. 

The “ urgent ” and the “ imperative ” necessity for a substantial 
grant to “ save M the University “from ruin ’’ was further explained by 
the Hon’ble the Minister in his intrwluctory speech in the following 
words : — 

I would appeal to the House to pnRs the grant; it is urgent and imperative that 
this grant should be passed. If you do not pasR the grant, you will bo incurring 
a very serious responsibility indeed Then the House will have to bear the res- 
ponsibility of being charged by posterity of killing high education in the province. 
Starvation is staring Calcutta University in the face, and unless you make this 
grant immediately to-day, the consequences will ho very serious. [Mark the word 
“ to-day.”] 

Sympathetic words emphatically uttered indeed, hut not a word was there 
about clogging the grant with any condition whatsoever. It may not 
be usual to lay bare any conditions in the budget, but is it taking the 
Council into confidence not to mention them even in the speeches 
explaining the circumstances under which a grant is proposed to be 
given? Not even in his reply to the critics of the University, does the 
Hon’ble the Minister throw out even the faintest suggestion of imposing 
any condition. Perhaps the situation then was not so ripe and the 
opposition required furlhed organization,. However, the impreiNhion 
left by his speeches was that he was eager — nav, anxious to 
help the University, to “save ” it; and that all that stood between the 
Hon’ble the Minister and the University w*as the vote of the Council 
and that no sooner that would be given, the outstretched right hand 
of help would make over the grant. 

But, Sir, appearances were deceptive. Not only the gestation period 
was further prolonged but “ some fairy, sure, had changed the child,” 
for a month and a half later what emerged from the secretariat nursery, 
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was not the unconditional grant conceived in this Council, but a change- 
ling with ugly features. Anyone who was aware of the spirit with which 
the Education Department of the Government of India was worked 
during the ,last decade and its attitude towards the Calcutta University 
might almost perceive that with the devolution of the duties that spirit 
and that attitude also devolved on the Education Department of this 
unfortunate province. 

The Secretary to the Education Department informed the Univer- 
sity on the 29th August last — be it remembered here that the grant was 
voted by the Council on the 11th July — that — 

They will not be justified in handing over any grant until an assurance i§ 
received that effect will be given to the recommendations of the Accountant- 
General contained in the report referred to above. . . . and that certain con- 

ditions detailed in the annexure to this letter, will be accepted. 

As soon ns an intimation is received to this effect, orders for the payment ot 
Hh. 2,50,000 will issue. 

And what were all these precious conditions? These are eight in num- 
ber. These conditions have been given in detail by my friend, Mr. Dutt, 
and I do not like to quote them in cjrUnso again. 

The first' question, that naturally arises in this connection, is, what 
was the occasion and justification for these apocryphal conditions — 
these after-thoughts? Even if it bo granted that the Minister as a 
responsible administrator has inherent jxiwers to imjKise conditions,, 
still the exercise of such inherent powers must not be without sufficient 
reasons. But two reasons and two only ha\e the Government been 
able to advance in the letter under consideration and let us proceed to 
examine these. The first is — 

Tbut there was a strong feeling khat it should be rejected. — I quote from the 
letter — but that on an assurance being given by the Minister in charge of Education 
that the financial position of the University would be placed before Government 
and that the audit officers were about to make certain suggesions with regard to 
their finances, a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 was ultimately voted. 

Secondly, since then a report has been received from the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, and it reveals the fact that the financial administration of the University 
has hitherto bo^n anything but satisfactory. 

Now, the first statement when analysed will be found to contain* 
a palpable misrepresentation and ‘an evident misinterpretation of facts, 
For, I maintain, that neither did the Council call for nor did the Minister 
give any assurance on his behalf. He was more occupied, as it will be 
evident from his speeches, with defending himself as to why he could not 
accept the resolution of August, 1921, than with formulating any such 
conditions as appears in the Government letter. The only assurance 
that he referred to was the assurance that he got from the University 
that it was willing to place financial information .before the Govern- 
ment and would not withhold them. No other assurance worth the name 
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was given by the Hon'ble the Minister and the assertion or suggestion 
in the letter to the contrary appears to me an instance of what may be 
called “ terminological inexactitude.' ' 

Again, if the first statement means that the Council os a whole was 
opposed to the grant and voted for it only when the siiul assurance was 
given by the Hon'ble the Minister, then it must certainly be an unfor- 
tunate misreading and misinterpretation of the views and the vote of the 
Council. When no division was called and votes were not recorded, 
how could anyone exactly understand the views of the majority of 
the Councillors? Only eleven members of an assembly of 139 took 
part in the debate and cf these again as many as Ni\ supported the 
grant without caring for any assurance from the Hon’ble the Minister. 
They at least were of opinion that the University should not be starved 
and should be helped forthwith, without any further hedging and fen- 
cing, to wipe off the deficit. Then, again, of the four motions for 
refusal or reduction of the proposed grant, one wus not moved and 
another was put and lost Ibe third motion for rejection moved by 
Mr. Fazl-ul Ilaq was entirely based oi communal consideration and was 
eventually withdrawn. It had nothing to do with University finances 
and accounts, although Mr. Fazl-ul II a*[ may now be disposed to turn 
the financial conditions to account. Only Mr. Itishmdra Nath Sarkar 
seized upon certain words of the J Ion ’bio the Minister and made a virtue 
of necessity by withdrawing iiis motion and thus avoiding u defeat 
How far this strategic retreat was the result of a prearrangement one 
could not be sure, but it must be remembered that he also did not think 
of a conditional grant but urged a very much different reason to refuse 
it altogether. The wish might in this case be the father to the thought, 
but certainly the statement that the Council voted the grant upon an 
assurance given bv the Hon’ble the Minister and subject to a proviso, 
had no foundation in fact. 

Next, the Government letter s night to make much capital out of the 
observation of the Accountant-General, that “ the financial administra- 
tion of the University was anything but satisfactory." The University 
has no doubt taken the earliest opportunity to controvert the proposition 
and repudiate the charge. But how the allegations and the report of the 
Accountant-General could be brought in when the whole question was 
the making over of the grant sanctioned by the Council, weeks before 
the submission of the Accountant-General’s report, I, for one, 
fail to understand. Unless the object was to deprive the 
University of the grant — the invocation of the authority of the Account- 
ant-General and imposition of undreamt of and undisclosed conditions 
can have hardly any meaning and justification. Why were not the 
University authorities asked to consider and explain the points raised 
in the Accountant-General's report before' conditions were framed and 
imposed with reference to a sanctioned grant ? The worst criminal has 
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a defence, only the University should not be allowed any oppor- 
tunity to meet the charges levelled against it. Why? Because per- 
sons there are who are determined not to hear its defence — who would 
choose to 'Condemn it unheard, and ^vould eagerly seize upon a pretext 
to dictate terms to it and to control its administration and working. 
And insistence on humiliating conditions w’ith a view to enter upon a war 
of conquest is not unknown in modern diplomacy. 

But the conditions were not only unauthorized, and were imposed 
with indecent haste after an e.r parte decision, as it were, but considered 
on their merits, they appear to be as frivolous as unnecessary and as 
vexations as impossible. To take them seriatim — 

(1) The very first condition asks for a stipulation that “ no further 
expansion involving financial lesponsibility will be undertaken by the 
University until their financial position shows an improvement.” Yet 
that was t he very assurance given by the University in its letter to 
the Government of Bengal, dated the 14th February, 1922. The letter 
definitely said, “ the Syndicate desires to emphasise that this sum 
is not needed for new work to be undertaken; it is required to meet 
liabilities which have been already incurred, and could not be avoided.” 
What point could there be in insisting over again on such a condition, 
no one outside the charmed circle of the secretariat can divine. Only 
frivolousness rail account for it. 

(2) Conditions (i?), (m), (vi) and (rii) — they all relate to and 
demand the timely preparation of the budget — the frequent meeting 
of the Board of Accounts — the due preparation of the actuals of receipts 
and expenditure and the publication of the budget. There could have 
been some necessity for insisting on such conditions before, but now that 
the Senate has adopted the budget rules satisfying much, if not most, 
of these demands, there can*be no i>oint — no significance — at all in 
insisting on these demands. The budget rules adopted by the Senate, 
it will be seen, provide for the timely preparation of the budget, for the 
discussion and adoption thereof by the {senate before the commence- 
ment of the University financial year — for the supply of copies of the 
budget to the Governments of Bengal and Assam as well as for their 
publication in the Calcutta Gazette. These rules further provide for 
the ix’riodieal examination and scrutiny of accounts by the Board of 
Accounts as well as for the examination of any new scheme or increase 
of expenditure by the Board — the Syndicate and the Senate before any 
new r or increased expenditure unprovided for in the budget is actually 
incurred. Although monthly accounts of income and expenditure are 
even now regularly prepared and submitted to the Syndicate yet the 
adopted budget rules provide that “ a quarterly statement of income 
and expenditure shall be prepared by the Board of Accounts and sub- 
mitted to the Senate for consideration.” ( Vide the University Govern-* 
rnent Grant Committee Report, page 7*3, rule 9.) If introduction of 
regularity and system in the financial administration of the University 
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and not the conversion of it into a department of the Government be the 
real object, I am sure, a careful perusal of the budget rules adopted by 
the Senate will prove that the University authorities intend to be more 
regular and systematic in those respects than the Government desire 
them to be. Under the circumstances all unprejudiced minds will urge 
the withdrawal of the said conditions. 

Conditions (r) and (vin) only remain to be considered and it is impos- 
sible, Sir, to understand on what authority these conditions were insisted 
upon. 

Mr. Dutt has not considered in detail the merits of these conditions 
and I propose to deal with them more fully. 

Condition (v) consists of two parts. The first part requires that tho 
separate accounts of separate funds should not be mixed up hut kept 
separate. It is a highly controversial question indeed and proved to lx* 
so by the fact that in this matter at any rate the Government demand ran 
counter to the view of the Accounant-General whose rejmrt was made 
the very i>eg to hang the conditions on. ITere at least the lip-loyalty 
to the Accountant-General evaporates. The authors of the University 
report (the Government Grant Committee), therefore, rightly observe 
that “ while account officers are in favour of jmrtial amalgamation at 
least, the Government of Bengal are in favour of complete separation.” 
Under these circumstances the University has done quite the right 
thing in adhering “ to what has been the method adopted by it ever since 
its foundation,” and as against insistence on such a condition as has 
been proposed by the Government, the following remark from the said 
report is well worth quoting indeed : — 

We need not investigate whether their ("i.e., the Government] view' is well 
founded on logic; this much is beyond dispute that the system now advocated 
by them has not at any rate been followed by the Government themselves with 
regard to their transactions with the University. 

If the Ministry of Education is not lost to all sense of humour, certainly, 
in view of this fact, it should do well to drop this condition now with a 
view to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion by inaturer consideration and 
further discussion with the University authorities. 

Now, let me examine the last condition, i.e., the eighth. The less 
said of it the better — 

At this stage, the member reached the time-limit. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You had better come to the end of your speech. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: The Council granted 
Rs. 2,50,000 to meet the deficit of Ils. 5,29,480 which did not include the 
examiners' remuneration amounting to Rs. 1,75,000. Yet the Hon’ble 
the Minister urged, in flagrant contradiction of the vote of the Council, 
that that sum must be paid out of the grant of Rs. 2} lakhs! My sub- 
mission to the Council, therefore, is that the grant of Rs. 2,50,000 be 
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given to the Calcutta University as unconditionally as it was originally 
given. Let not other people be the keeper of our conscience and read 
in our vote a meaning which is certainly not our own. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee consisting of non-official members of the 
Council and others be appointed to draw up a statement on the points 
arising in connection with the Report of the Government Grant Com- 
mittee of the Calcutta University Senate, as well as the speech of the 
Vice-Chancellor delivered at the Senate meeting held on the 2nd Decem- 
ber, 1922, and to advise the Government as to the action to be taken to 
deal with the situation generally. 

Speaking here, in this House, last July on the occasion of a demand 
for grant to the Calcutta University I said that I felt embarrassed in 
saying what I had to say, because I found that any criticism of the 
affairs of the University, however legitimate, was regarded by some as 
a personal attack on the Vice-Chancellor. The sense of embarrassment 
I had then is present even now, but it is present, Sir, to-day on account 
of a different consideration. I feel that speaking about the Calcutta 
University in this Council is like carrying a lighted torch into a powder 
mazagine. The atmosphere is so surcharged with contending passions 
and conflicting sentiments that one cannot be too careful or circumspect 
in taking part in any debate regarding the Calcutta University. But, 
Sir, however difficult and embarrassing the position of the members of 
this Council may be, a situation has arisen which carries for us cer- 
tain responsibilities, responsibilities which, 1 venture to think, we, as 
representatives of the people, cannot decline. Amid all the jarring 
notes of this controversy, one fact, one supreme fact stands undisputed 
and indisputable, and that is that the University must be saved. That 
is an object in which we are atl equally interested, critics or no critics. 
And I venture to think, notwithstanding what has fallen from Professor 
Mukherji, that this Council headed by the Minister of Education is 
as equally anxious for the well-being of the University as the Senate 
headed by the Vice-Chancellor. That being so, Sir, it must be a source 
of pain to everybody that charges and countercharges of bad faith and 
bad dealing'are so lightly bandied about. The only result of such acri- 
monious controversy can be to divert energy and attention from the real 
objects upon „ which they should be concentrated. Sir, two opposing 
cries have been raised. First, that the autonomy of the University is 
in danger; and the second, that the University must be made to put its 
house in order. Sir, it is assumed that there is an unbridgeable gulf, 
an irreconcilable divergence between these points of view. Therefore, 
the question that arises and merits our consideration is this — Cannot a 
formula be found which would reconcile these two divergent standpoints? 
It does not appear, at any rate it does not appear to me, Sir, that the 
possibilities of such a reconciliation have been seriously explored or 
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investigated. It has been openly asserted by the University that the 
Minister of Education is attempting to gain unauthorised control over 
the University. But is that soF I ask again, is that so? The Senate 
Committee have published a voluminous report on the subject of the 
Government grant, but with all respect to the illustrious authors of 
that report, I cannot help thinking that the attitude of Government 
has been wholly misrepresented. We cannot forget, we cannot afford 
to forget, that the Accountant-General submitted a very damaging 
report. That report cannot be lightly thrown aside. 1 find that the 
Senate Committee in the report which they have adopted, have made 
some criticisms dealing with some of the minor charges contained in the 
Accountant-General's report, but I do not see in that report any answer, 
any satisfactory answer, to the main or major charges. But that as it 

may, the position really is this: on the one hand we have 'll report 

drawn u^ by a very high and responsible official of the Government 
— an official, who is detached from everything and attached only to 
the fine tradition of the Finance Department, a report which is 
the result of a minute, close, swindling examination of facts; wo 
have that report on the one hand, and we have on the other, the 
Senate Committees report in answer thereto. That is the ]x>sition. 
Now, Sir, in these circumstances, whnt is our duty? The Vice- 
Chancellor, in his famous speech at the Senate on the 2nd Dec- 
ember, made an impassioned appeal for knowing the truth and sjH*ak- 
ingjthe truth. I venture to echo that appeal, and I say that the 
truth must lx* known, and ought to l>e known, and that is why I have 
ventured to suggest the appointment of a committee. Sir, the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal owe it to themselves to take the public into their 

confidence and tell them how far the charges which have been brought 
against them by tjie Senate in their report are true and can be sub- 
stantiated. Otherwise, I warn the Government that judgment is lwmnd 
to go by default. I have no desire whatever to prolong this unfortunate 
controversy. It is doing nobody any good. But 1 feel and I am sure 
most of us here share that feeling, that the truth must be known, so 
that once the truth is known, a happy and lasting reconciliation may be 
speedily and satisfactorily brought about. 

Bibu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I beg to move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that the rules regarding the 
financial administration of the University of Calcutta proposed bv the 
Hon’ble the Minister of Education in his letter No. 1709 Edn., dated 
the 23rd August, 1922, to the Registrar of the Calcutta University, be 
strictly enforced before any money is paid out of the revenues to the 
University of Calcutta. 

I urge that the rules for the administration of the finance of the 
University of Calcutta, proposed by the Hon’ble the Minister should 
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be strictly adhered to, not because I take pleasure in seeing the poorly- 
»j:Vri staff of the Post-graduate Department suffer chronic poverty, not 
OTause I like to see the further progress of the University retarded, 
bul because I expect that if these universally accepted rules are strictly 
o ,, S15!prved, the University will stand on a firmer basis. I wonder how 
members of this Council can suggest that the grant to the University 
, j iiT7lll be made without any condition, in the face of the adverse reports 
of the auditor. This is not the first time that such lemarks have been 
rwnle. The audit report of 1918-19 amongst other comments contains the 
fclbwing: — 

The objectionable practice of incurring expenditure first and getting it 
,JiM<rtioned afterwards which was brought to the notice in previous reports con- 
JBTTled during the year under audit. 

The sum thus spent in 1918-19 in some of the instances amounted to 
ovar Rs. 81,000. 

I have referred to this part of the report to show that the universal 
practice of expending money in accordance with the budget was not 
followed and that University authorities took no serious notice of the 
audit rejM>rts of the previous yeur. 

I should here mention that the previous audit reports were not made 
by die present Accountant-General, who, like many of the active fellows 
.of he University, has the disqualification .of being brought up under 
the old regime. 

The Government of Bengal having asked in 1921 as to when the 
regies to audit reports for 1917-18 and 1918-19 might be supplied the 
Syndicate passed the following resolution: — 

Resolved, that tho attention of the Government of Bengal be drawn to the 
f c ',*dl| that apart from the question whether audit reports shall be published as 
Act VII of 1921 had come into opA-ntion on the 27th March, 1921, papers relating 
to matters which had taken place at a time when the Bengal Government had no 
ecuii’ern with the University should not have been published without the consent 
of Jlio University specially as the comments of, the University upon the reports 
m\ not been received. 

Though the replies to the adverse audit report were not furnished 
by the University within three years still its authorities resent at the 
report being published without their kind consent. Though the financial 
management is most unsatisfactory and resulted in heavy deficit, for a 
lnrje portion* of which the Fellows of the University are responsible, 
yet they revolt at the suggestion of the universally accepted principles 
of lealing with finance ou the false pretext of impairing their inde- 
candenoe. 

On the 11th July, 1922, Mr. D. C. Ghose drew the attention of the 
Council to the proceedings of the Syndicate which ran as follows: — 

The Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor made a statement, on the present financial 
•lOii'lition, 
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Reaohred, that the Syndicate recommend to the Senate to sanction an overdraft 
to an amount not exceeding Rs. 2 lakhs on the Imperial Bank of India against 
the securities of the Khaira Fund. 

Three days after this resolution the Syndicate resolved the follow- 
ing:— 

The Registrar reported that under orders of the Hon’ble the Vioe-Chancollor 
he had sent two cheques for Rs. 10,000 each to the Netherlands India Commercial 
Bank for purchasing German marks. 

Resolved, that the action taken be approved and that the amount be debited 
absolutely against the Khaira Fund and such other funds, as may be determined 
hereafter. 

Attempts have been made to explain away this speculation in German 
marks by saying that the action was taken to pay off the price of goods 
obtained from Germany: How far this explanation serves its -purpose, 

I leave it to the members of this Council to judge for thembelves. 

If the Senate had only condescended to observe the simple rules 
which are ordinarily observed in the matter of framing and passing of 
budget in time and spending their money in accordance with it, then, 

1 am sure these instances of maladministration of finances and such a 
heavy deficit would never have occurred. 

Sir, the second and third parts of the audit report of the Accountant- 
General have been placed on the table to-day in answer to my question. 
They are still more damaging than the first. In one part of the rei>ort 
the Accountant-General says — 

It may he noted here that the credit balance of Rs. 70,664 in favour of the post- 
graduate teaching, is the result of book adjustments whereby funds have been 
transferred from the fee fund to the post-graduate teaching fee fund, when there 
w»b no balance available from the fee fund. Ordinarily the fee fund should not 
show a debit balance, as transfers from that fund to other funds can only be 
permitted to the extent of the surplus available. 

This gives an erroneous impression as to the true position of the two 
funds. I must here inform the Council that Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt’s 
information about the cause of the deficit is wrong. The Accountant- 
General in the report, which has been placed on the Library table, con- 
cludes by saying — 

(1) the post-graduate teaching is responsible for the total deficit of about Rs. 
3} lakhs; 

(g) this has resulted from the extension of the post-graduate department 
without any consideration of its resources ; and 

(3) the present financial embarrassment is the cumulative effect of over-expendi- 
ture In the post-graduate teaching branch. So Mr. Dutt is not correct. 

Now, Sir, in the face of all these, it is beyond my imagination to under- 
stand, how the keepers of the public purse seriously recommend to make 
over the grant without any condition. 

But the object of the whole show seem* to me is nothing but play- 
ing to the gallery on the pert of the Fellows. Immediately after the 
receipt of the Government letter proposing the present conditions, the 

v ia 



182 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


[25th Jajk. 


Senate suddenly awake to accept the rules recommended by their own 
Board of Accounts on the 17th of December, 1915, after a slumber of 
about seven years. And, after all, what are these rules? They are 
almost identical with those pmjiosed by the Government. Then, why 
did not the Senate accept the conditions which they themselves have 
adopted? How does the alarm of “ slavery on one hand and money on 
the other” come in? 

Now the conditions about the publication of the budget and its sale 
to the public, apart from the question of precedent elsewhere, have be- 
come necessary under the circumstances created by the University 
authorities. The resolutions about the administration of finance are so 
worded that they naturally create an anxious desire on the part of the 
public to understand the meaning underlying them. 1 have already 
quoted the resolution about the purchase of German marks and 1 will 
place another which was once reproduced in this Council. On the 25th 
November, 1920, the following resolution was passed: — 

The Registrur made a statement on the state of cash balance on this date and 
reported the steps he had taken to arrange for payments during the remainder of 
current month and December. 

Resolved, that the action taken by the Registrar he* approved, that the proj>oBnll 
contained in the letter of the Hank of Bengal, No. 26798, dated the 12th October, 
1920, be accepted, that the Registrar be authorized to make necessary endorse- 
ments, and that a copy of this resolution be -forwarded to the Hank with the 
countersignature of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor. 

This is another sample of suspicious resolutions, but as soon as a 
member of this Council asks for any information, the University autho- 
rities reply that “ no information as to the finances of the University 
which is not contained in its published proceedings will l>e supplied bv 
the University for publication.” 

The publication of the budget of the University is of utmost impor- 
tance to the public. If the budget of the Government and that of the 
Gor|K>rntion of Calcutta are easily accessible to the public, then what 
objection can there possibly lie for the Calcutta University in publish- 
ing its budget ? 

The University authorities have, as a matter of fact, accepted all the 
conditions 'proposed, after the receipt of the letter of the Gov- 
ernment. They have on the 16th September, 1922, adopted the 
rules for the ^ management of finance which are almost similar to those 
proposed in the letter. They have published their budget in the 
Calcutta Gazette , they have paid oil the arrears of salaries of their staff 
and the arrears of examiners’ fees, and they have appointed a Committee 
of Retrenchment instead of further expanding their activities now. 

Having given effect to almost all the conditions proposed by the 
Government, why should they create so much noise in the name of 
freedom and autonomy? Why should they not say plainly and openly 
that the conditions are sound and reasonable? Why should they not 
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admit that the observance of these conditions would only free the finan- 
cial administration of tlie University from adverse criticism? Instead, 
they have raised a hue and cry to enlist public sympathy — they are try- 
ing to regain the lost confidence on the cant of freedom. This talk of 
freedom on the part of the Fellows seems to me too much protesting. 
The freedom of the Senators is an ojkuj secret. 

Sir, by this cry for freedom raised in connection with this question, 
the public, particularly those memliers of the public who take keen 
interest in the University affairs, will not lie mislead. They know how 
their honest criticisms were despised. They know that their just grie- 
vances were contemptously treated by saying “they have said, what 
they say, let them nay.” The honest critics, they know, are stig- 
matized as “ the fleeting sjiectres of humanity ” bent upon maligning 
and to stabbing the University in secret. The public are aware who 
has brought the premier University of India on the verge of bankruptcy. 
The University authorities disregarding the warning of the out- 
going Vice-Chancellor, Sir Lancelot Sanderson, has brought about 
the heavy deficit and has thus goaded the Government to propose the 
conditions which the Senate have themselves accepted after they have 
been promised. The conditions, if accepted, will not give any additional 
]H>wcrs to the Government which it had not, but the conditions, if given 
effect to, will save the great institution from ruin, and at tlie same time 
the due observance of the conditions will enable the public to keep a 
vigilant eye over the financial management of the University. 

1 can assure the memlierN of this Council that the public have in a 
way approved the conditions projnxsed by the Government. The Uni- 
versity authorities headed by Sir Prafulla Chandra Roy ap]x»uled to tin* 
country but the country has turned a deaf ear to the upjwal proving 
thereby that when their money, whether from the coffers of the Gov- 
ernment or direct from their own safes, are to l>e paid, conditions like 
those suggested by the Government should he observed. Sir Prafulla 
Chandra Roy’s appeal for funds for the Ninth Bengal flood was promptly 
responded to but his related appeals for funds for the Calcutta Univer- 
sity under the present circumstances, made no impression on the public. 
We are the custodians of the public purse and we should move very 
carefully in this matter. 

An impression has been created that the legislative Council did not 
vote the grant annexed with conditions, hence the Minister has no power 
to propose conditions. Whether the Ilon’ble the Minister had any 
authority or not it is 'his duty to defend himself. But if the Ilon’ble 
the Minister on the other hand, had paid the grant to the University with- 
out taking proper safeguard, I of all persons would never have approved 
of the action of the Minister. There were ample indications given dur- 
ing the debate which justified the Minister apart from his inherent 
powers, if any, to attach conditions to the offer. The members of this 
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Council are aware that on the assurance of the Hon’ble the Minister, 
Mr. Fazl-ul Haq and my humble self withdrew our amendments recom- 
mending the refusal of the demand for the gTant in July, 1922. It is 
not true that in order to avoid a defeat I withdrew my amendment as Rai 
Harendrahath Chaudhuri has said. 

1 must say that I jjerfectly agree with the Senate that the Gov- 
ernment should have made a grant to the University sufficient to wipe 
out the deficit and to leuve a decent surplus. I agree that a recurring 
grant tor the cause of higher education of the people should be made 
out of their own revenues. But I must confess that I do not agree with 
the attitude with which the University .authorities are carrying on the 
propaganda. They are abusing the honest critics and have made most 
scurrilous attacks on the members of this Council. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: You have exceeded your time-limit. If you have 
not much to say, I allow you to conclude your speech. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: Thank you, Sir. 

1 do not approve of the hints underlying the following lines of their 
report : — 

The Accountant-General does not state that tho University funds have been 
misapplied or misappropriated — there have been .no cases of inflated salaries, com- 
fortable hill allowances, or unauthorized travelling and halting charges. 

In conclusion I must say that the object of my resolution is to 
enforce flic jxipular wish in a constitutional way and hence I commend 
the resolution for the acceptance of this Council. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : The resolution that stands 
in my name is rather a lengt\v one, and it runs as follows: — 

“ This ('ou n oil recommends to the Government that the Senate of 
the Calcutta University be invited to depute four representatives, 
including the Yiee-Ohancelloij, to form a joint committee with four 
representatives of this Council including the Minister in charge of Educa- 
tion, with a view to settle a definite line of action as regards the recon- 
struction of* the University and the other controversial questions raised 
in tho several reports of the committees appointed by the Senate upon 
Government communications and in the debates of this Council on the 
Calcutta University matters this year, and that His Excellency the 
Governor, as Chancellor of the Calcutta University, be approached, when 
this is agreed to by the Senate, to preside over the deliberations of this 
committee, and that, pending the final determination of the line of 
action by the said committee, the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 granted in July 
last be made over and a further sum of Rs. 2,83,516 be granted and 
paid to the University to enable it to clear off its debts as shtfwn in its 
sanctioned budget for 1922-23 .* 9 
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I may now explain the situation. In July last when the question 
of this grant to the University was brought up in this Council, I 
supported the proposal. The Hon’ble the Minister made certain observa- 
tions when discussing the budget in the annual debate in March last and 
they were taken exception to by the University; but the Hon’ble the 
Minister was very sympathetic in the July meeting and he recommend- 
ed that the grant should be made and we supjxnted him in that proposal. 
The question, however, is not of the grant of Its. 2,50,000 or 
Its. 5,39,000 as raised in to-day’s debate. The real question is what is 
to be done in this matter; how is the University to be reconstructed ? 
The question is not a new one. When the University was under the 
Government of India a Commission was ap}>ointed and an eminent 
expert was brought from England to preside over it; the Vice-Chan- 
cellor and the Director of Public Instruction were also members of this 
Commission. They recommeuded that a reconstruction was necessary, 
but, unfortunately, their recommendations were not given effect to 
because they were on such an extravagant scale that it was beyond the 
I*>wer of this Council to accept them. So we are not in a position to 
carry out the recommendations of 'that Commission. In July, 1921, 
the question was raised at the instance of my friejid, Palm Jatindra Nath 
Basu, that the reconstruction of the University ought to be taken up anil 
he brought forward certain prcqwsals as to how the University should 
Ik* reconstructed anil carried on. At that time or near about then, much 
discussion was going on in the public press anil some unfavourable 
remarks were jMissed on the working of the Calcutta University. There- 
ujxm, a further question was raised, so far as I remember in August, 
1921, I believe, at the instance of Babu Rishindra Nath Suikar who 
promised that, if any financial help was necessary for the University, 
no substantial grant should Ik* made without making a sifting inquiry 
as to the working of the University. That was the gist of his resolu- 
tion. Some time in November, 1921, another question was raised. 
The University proposed that the registration fee of graduates should 
be raised from Its. 2 to Its. 5. This Council refused that priqwmul. In 
reviewing the situation of the University, the Hon'bJe the Ministei for 
Education remarked in a general way ujK>n the working of the Univer- 
sity. The question of the reconstruction of the University, and the 
reasonableness or otherwise of the remarks of the llon’ble the Minister 
led to the formation of several committees by the University to review 
the whole situation. In intimating the grant of Its. 2,60,000 the 
University authorities were asked to act according to the suggestions 
laid down in the letter. The University took up an attitude of opposi- 
tion — not at all a reasonable attitude. They said that the Bengal 
Council was not reasonable in not accepting their recommendations for 
raising the fees and that the offer of Rs. 2A lakhs on certain conditions 
was an encroachment upon their rights and that the position of the 
University was such that the reconstruction question could not be decided 
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off-hand. What is to be done under these circumstances? We see that 
they are in heavy debts and that they are prepared to beg from door 
,o door to make up this deficit instead of coming to the Government 
for any help. It is a very unfortunate situation. If the question were 
for the payment of, a few lakhs of rujxies only, I would have advised the 
Hon’ble the Minister not to be very particular about the objection of the 
University if they thought that we were really encroaching upon their 
constitutional rights. Without caring much about it, let us help the 
institution so that they may be out of their debts. There is a desire 
not only on the jmrt of the authorities, but also on the part of several 
individual members of this House that the University should be put on 
a democratic, basis and some improvement should be effected, if not 
to the fullest extent as recommended by the Sadler Commission, at least, 
as far as possible, to Home* extent. In the Reformed Government we 
havo lost a very heavy sum earmarked for the special development of 
education. I think it is a sum amounting to Its. 98 lakhs or so and the 
Education Department lost, it under the new arrangement of finances. 
If we could save that amount, I think much relief could l>e given easily 
and much could In* done for successfully managing the affairs of the! 
University. In March last year, though there was a desire on the part 
of the Ilon’ble the Minister of Education to meet the demand, yet he 
could not do it for want of funds. When 'we could pay something we 
made an offer, but, unfortunately, the University took a defiant attitude 
which is very unfortunate no doubt. I am not one of those who would 
like to advocate a trial of strength between the University on the one 
side and the Executive Government on the other. Men in the Educa- 
tion Department, are naturally rather sensitive in their dealings with 
the practical side of the worldly affairs. If they are so, let us relieve the 
situation by not insisting upon*the strict adherence to the terms. Let 
us help them, though we are the custodians of the public purse, though 
Education is a transferred subject, yet we should l>e liberal. Let them 
have the money and save the situation for they accepted all the recom- 
mendations im|H)sed though they did not accept the money. Something 
more ought to In* done. Let there l>e a committee. Let the 
University — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have reached the time-limit, but you can 
finish your sentence. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; Let the University elect 
four and the Council four. Let the Education Minister be one of the 
four and the Vice-Chancellor should also be on the committee. His 
Excellency the Governor who is the Chancellor of the University, is to 
be the President of that committee and in the meantime to save the 
situation, let us pay the whole amount to meet the deficit. 
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The following resolution, standing in the name of Maulvi A. 3L 
Fazl-ul Haq, was, in the absence of the meml>er, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that none of the 
conditions imposed by the Hon’ble the Minister on the grant made to 
the Calcutta University l>e mollified without the formal consent of the 
Bengal Legislative Council.” 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: With your i*»rmission, I 
move the resolution standing in the name of Babu Annadu Charan l)utta. 
The resolution runs thus : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the sum of 
Rs. 5,50,000 be granted to the University of Calcutta to make up its 
deficit, without any conditions except those laid down by the Univer- 
sity Act and Regulations regarding expenditure and account, and that 
a sum for annual grant to the University Ik* fixed in consultation with 
the University authorities with an express understanding that the same 
will be accounted for to the Government, and that it t>e understood that 
the Cni\orsity shall not ordinarily get any sum 1>eyond the same.” 

In this fight between a tiger and a buffalo it is very difficult to say 
what party to stand by. The struggle lias assumed such projections 
that in the interests of the country the fight should no longer lie allowed 
to continue. On the one hand there are suggestions that the debts of 
the University should be 1 wijKnl off without any conditions whatever. On 
the other hand there is the recommendation for scrutinizing and check- 
ing the accounts of the Calcutta University before any grant is made. 
The Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor, confident of his influence and personal- 
ity, ignores all the conditions and wants that the grant Ik* made without 
any restriction. 

It appears that no party has lieen able to meet the other in regard 
to the sentimental part of the whole affair. This resolution aims at the 
solution of the problem and protects the interests of both sides. It 
suggests that the debts of the University should be wiped off and there 
should be no conditions except those laid down by the Rules and Regula- 
tions under the Universities Act. It also suggests that for future 
guidance it should be distinctly understood that no grant should be 
made without necessary conditions being imposed. It will be seen that 
the resolution protects the University as well as the State. I therefore 
do not see why we should not agree to this resolution. The University 
is in debts and unless the same are now wiped off the University would 
be in a very perilous position. 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. MUTER: I must confess I feel a good deal 
of difficulty in really understanding this ^unfortunate controversy. I 
say I feel difficulty in appreciating the issues of this unfortunate con- 
troversy, because it seems to me the question is one which, given the 
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necessary good-will, can be settled, ought to be settled, and should be 
settled, by a discussion round the table for 15 minutes and certainly not 
more than half-an-hour. If, instead of sending a ponderous report like 
this to be examined with all the circumlocution of a Secretariat Depart- 
ment, the University had made up their minds to meet either myself or 
Mr. Roy or Mr. Hornell, we could have discussed and come to some 
conclusion within a short space of time. Sir, after all what is the 
reason for this controversy? What is the basis for this acrimony 2 I 
am glad to say that no acrimony has been displayed in this House and 
the present has been the best debate on the subject so far. Hut, unfor- 
tunately, there has been a certain amount of acrimony outside the 
Council. What is the basis of this? It has l>een asserted that it is 
the object of the Ministry of Education to take over the control of the 
University. 1 repudiate that suggestion with all the emphasis that I 
can. command, it is my unfortunate duty to discharge my responsi- 
bility to the members of this House and through them to the taxpayers 
of the Province. If I ]>ay money to any institution — never mind 
whether that institution be the University of Calcutta where the flower 
of Bengal is to be found or that institution be a simple primary school 
managed by villagers — it is my duty if I pay one single rupee of the 
taxpayers’ money, to see that that ruj»ee is well spent, projierly sj>ent, 
and that business methods are observed in the management of the institu- 
tion so that if 1 am called to account, I can render a good account ofi 
the money. Now, Sir, that is the reason which actuated mo to impose 
certain conditions. Assuming for the moment that all the arguments 
of some of my hon’ble friends who spike against me and on the opposi- 
tion side are correct, what is the best way of settling the question? 
Certainly not by a full-diess debate of this House hut as practical men 
we should discuss it round thg table without passion or prejudice and 
keep the issues quite clear before us. So far as I am concerned, and so 
far as every responsible officer of my department is concerned, we are 
quite willing to settle this matter in this way. Let the Hon’ble the 
Vice-Chancellor fix a time and do me the favour and honour of calling 
on me at my office — let him come to-morrow if it suits him — I shall with 
the greatest pleasure discuss and come to a settlement with him. If 
the Vice-Chancellor cannot find any time — for in spite of his great love 
for the University he has other occupations — let him send two or three 
members of the Senate or of the Syndicate to discuss this question, and 
I undertake, given the necessary good-will, to settle the thing within 
half-an-hour. I must, however, strongly deprecate the methods that 
have been adopted in this matter. I say that these methods are not 
the right methods. But I do not want to pursue that point, lest I give 
offence and T am anxious to avoid giving offence. 

T would like to place before this Council what,, in my view, the func- 
tion of the Council is in a matter like this, I think, Sir, it is well 
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known that it is not the duty of any Parliament or of any Legislative 
Assembly to administer. If any one would turn to any elementary 
book on the subject, even Ilbert’s Elementary Book on “ Parliament,” 
will give him^this information. In that book he will find the following 
passage : — 

Parliament does not govern. Parliamentary government does not mean govern* 
ment by Parliament. Once and once only, in the course of English history ha a 
the House of Commons attempted to administer the affairs of the country through 
Executive Committees, and the precedent set by the liang Parliament lias not been 
followed. 

That being the position many of the resolutions which we have 
before us, if their object be only to advise Government, are quite proper 
but if their object be to take over the administration from the Adminis- 
trative Department, I submit that the attempt is to follow, a course 
which must be condemned. This preliminary observation of mine has 
an important bearing on some of the criticisms that have been made. 
For example, it has been stated that this House voted Rh, 2,50,000 
without any condition and why did the Minister impose any condition Y 
Apart from the preliminary answer already given 1 have good and sub- 
stantial reasons to meet their criticisms. Assuming thut this House 
did not im]>ose any condition it was my duty to see that the money 
voted by this House was well and properly spent, and that business 
methods wen* observed. To attain these objects it was my duty to 
satisfy myself that reasonable and proper conditions were imjsised. It 
is jierfectly true that in the resolution itself there was no condition, 
nor could there he any conditional grant passed by any House but 
anyone who would follow the debate would lie satisfied that the state- 
ment made in the opening lines of the letter of the Secretary to my 
dejKirtment was jierfectly justified in spite of expressions like “ termino- 
logical inexactitude ” being used in this debate. The position was this. 
1 made two speeches, one the opening speech, and the other the conclud- 
ing speech, in connection with the demand for this grunt of Rs. 2,50,000 
for the University on the 11th of July last; and in my opening speech 
I made two points. I said that since the matter was debated last time 
the position had changed in two respects. I said — 

The University has also informed the Government that it is willing to place 
financial information before Government. When the University is willing to pUee 
all Its financial affairs before the Government, the House will have an opportunity 
of dealing with the question on its own merits. This decision of the University 
to place its financial affairs before the Government was first arrived at by the 
Syndicate and has subsequently been confirmed by the Senate. Further, there 
is another very important aspect of the question, to which I desire to draw the 
attention of the House, namely, the auditing of the accounts of the University. 
The auditing of the* accounts up to June, 1922, is, 1 am told, almost ready for 
submission before Government. 

My second point was this — 

I further understand that the audit officers propose to make certain suggestions 
about the current year's accounts as well. It is with the current year’s accounts 
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that we are more concerned than with the past year’s. Now, first of all, the 
University has promised the information we want; and in the next few days I 
shall have important information from the officers of the Government. Therefore, 
I would api>eal to the House, since they have waited so long, to w r ait a little more. 
I would appeal to the House to pass the grant; it is urgent and imperative that 
this grant should be passed. 

Then, Sir, in spite of my appeal, strong criticisms were made and amend- 
ments for rejecting the grant were moved and in my concluding speech 
I said — 

Since then, an important change has taken place, and I have already informed 
the House of that change. We have been assured that the University will not 
withhold its financial aflairs from the Government. That goes to the root of the 
whole question. 

I may inform the House and the House itself will remember that this 
withholding of information was one of the matters that caused great 
resentment in the House against the University. Some meml>ers of the 
House were under the impression, rightly or wrongly, that the Univer-< 
sity was unwilling to place financial informations before this House. 
That goes to the root of the whole question. I also said — - 

I really hope that after this assurance of the University to which I referred 
in my opening speech, the House would lx* spared many of the arguments which, 
if I mny say so without offence, were entirely irrelevant. This assurance I could 
not give in August, 15)21, or on the 1st March, 15)22. Well, if the University 
places all its financial affairs before me, I, as Minister res|H>nsible to this House 
for the proper administration of the Education Department, which is now' a trans- 
ferred subject must place before you such of the information relating to those 
affairs as l consider relevant. 

Tlum I also stated this — 

I will not enter into the debatable question of law, but it is common sense 
that if the University or, for the master of that any public body wants money from 
State coffers, then the representatives ol the people mid the Government respon- 
sible to those representatives are entitled to look into the accounts of that body. 

I may mention hero that tho great Universities of Oxford nnd Cambridge never 
took any help from the State coffers, but on account of the war owing to unfor 
lunate circumstances these great Universities had to ask for State help. And 
when they asked for State help they had to accept the appointment of a Royal 
Commission and their affairs were fully investigated ; they have estates from which" 
they derive large income and the affairs even of their estates w r ere fully investi- 
gated. ltefore a Minister could convince the Parliament that State grant was 
necesaary, in the first plate, it was accessary for the Minister himself to be con- 
vinced and, in tlm setond place, it was necessary for him to convince the represen- 
tatives of the |H*ople. It is, therefore, necessary that material have got to be 
furnished nnd 1 must submit the relevant portions of such materials to the 
House. 

Now', what was the position? The position in short — you may 
raise hair-splitting points in the course of argument — was this, and I 
am Him' that the members of this House who were present on that occa- 
sion will bear me out when I say that there was a* great feeling in this 
House against this grant. I will not again enter into the rights and 
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wrongs of that feeling, except reminding that one of the reasons for the 
existence of this feeling was that the University, it was supposed, was 
not willing to place its financial affairs before this House, and this 
House thought that if we made over the money — aud some of the 
members actually criticised to that effect — not Its. 2^ lakhs, but even 
twice or thrice that amount, the deficit could not be wiped off as they 
felt the University would go on spending money beyond its resources. 
That being the position, Sir, I say that in point of substance the condi- 
tion was practically an understood one, but 1 quite agree with my 
hon’ble friends, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri aud Mr. Ajoy Chunder 
Lhitt, that there was no such condition for the simple reason, according 
to my judgment, that there could not be a conditional budget grant, 
but even if some mem Iters of this House, after reading the whole debate, 
come to the conclusion that there was no condition, 1, as Minister, for 
reasons I have already explained, am bound to bo satisfied that the 
money is projierly and well spent and that business methods are observed. 

Now', Sir, 1 desire to place a few facts which will enable the House 
to form their own judgment, although I have already submitted that 
this is not the pvojier place to investigate questions of accounts aud facts, 
but since hon’ble memliers on both sides of the House have thought fit 
to go into the matter, let me place before the House a few facts show- 
ing the general position. Now, Sir, in the Accountant-General's report, 
which is available to memliers of this House in the form of a very use- 
ful blue book, published by the University in spite of the shortness of 
their funds and distributed amongst the members of this House, at 
page 170, hon’ble members will find that the University had Rs. 4,04,117 
belonging to vaiious earmarked and Trust b unds. Every rupee of these 
earmarked and Trust Funds has lieen spent — even amounts like caution 
deposit money to the extent of Its. 7,150 have lieen si>ent ; peltry amounts 
like the Sir Guru Das Memorial Fund of Rs. 3,400 have lieen spent. This 
discloses a very serious state of affair. It discloses the fact that a liody 
like the University where we have got the flower of Bengal must have 
been so hard-pressed for money as to lie compelled to spend Trust Funds 
and earmarked funds to the extent of Rs. 4 lakhs and odd. Not only was 
it necessary for them to spend the whole of the Trust Funds and ear- 
marked funds but they had actually a debit balance in the Imperial 
Bank of India on the last day of that official year, namely, on the 30th 
.Tune, 1922 — the University official year closes on the 30th June — they 
had actually a minus balance of Rs. 1,171. Not merely that. On the 
last date of that official year, according to the repent of the Accountant- 
General, they had to meet outstanding demands to the extent of 
Rs. 2,97,402. It shows that it was necessary for the University not 
only to spend every rupee of those Trust Funds and earmarked funds 
but it was necessary for the University to get Rs. 1,171 from the Bank 
as overdraft. The University was not in a position to pay salary bills, 
examined remuneration to the extent of Rs. 1,75,000 and various other 
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items the sum total of which was Rs. 2,97,462. Therefore, Sir, 
as the Accountant-General correctly points out in the next paragraph, , 
the deficit of the University is not Rs. 5,42,000 as is commonly supposed, . 
but the deficit of the University is really Rs. 4,04,117 plus Rs. 2,97,462 
plus Rs. 1,171, the debit balance at the Bank of Bengal, that is a total 
of Rs. 7,02,750. A sum of Rs. 5,42,753 has been arrived at by the 
Accountant-General in this way. The Accountant-General points out 
that out of the Rs. 4,04,000 of earmarked funds there are funds in which 
Government as well as other people are interested, and if the University 
l>e allowed to write off those funds then the deficit will come to 
Rs. 5,42,753, but the Accountant-General further points out that there „ 
are funds included in the Rs. 4,04,000 whioh the University cannot 
write off. Therefore, it is important for the House to remember that 
the total deficit is not Rs. 5,42,000 and odd, but Rs. 7,02,000 and odd 
and that makes the potation more serious. The Accountant-General 
goes on to point out as to how this huge deficit was accumulated and 
on iwige 173 of this very convenient blue hook for which I again thank 
the University, the hon’ble members will find that in the year 1918-19 
the University had a deficit of Rs. 38,000; in 1919-20 they had a deficit 
of Rs. 1,77,000; in 1920-21 they had a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000, and in 
1921-22 they had again a deficit of Rs. 50,000. Now, Sir, my short 
answer to the suggestions of some of the hon’ble members that the 
University came to grief for no fault of its own, is that if the Univer- 
sity watched their financial position they would not have come to grief. 
There was a deficit in 1918-19 of Rs. 38,000, why did they allow that 
deficit to increase to Its. 1,77,000 in the following year? No practical 
body of men would do it. But as 1 said on a previous occasion, I do 
not for a moment question the motive of the University. Actuated by 
the highest and noblest of motives, namely, the expansion of educa- 
tion, specially higher education, their judgment got the better of their 
discretion. They expanded, and as l^ofessor Mukherji rightly observed, 
they exjmnded because knowledge has no limit. In their enthusiasm 
they forgot the hard and dry facts of tlie world. They forgot that 
without money mere enthusiasm will not carry them long; and forgetting 
that there is such a thing as sound financial administration, forgetting 
that there is such a thing as sound business method, they allowed their 
deficit to rise from Rs. 38,000 to 11s. 1,77,000 and again to Rs. 2,08,000 
wheu they brought it down to- Rs. 50,000. I quite admit, as does the 
Accountant-General, that some portion of the huge deficit is due to that 
unfortunate, and mischievous movement, the non-co-operation move*, 
ment amongst the students. For that nobody holds the University 
responsible and least of all I do not. But their deficit is Rs. 7,02,000 
and if we allow Rs. 3 lakhs to the credit of that pernicious movement, 
still there remains a deficit of Rs. 4 lakhs and odd, which is due to 
want of forethought on the part, of the University authorities. I hope 
the University authorities will not take any offence if in the di«>hivrge 
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of my duties I have to describe their action in this matter as disclosing 
want of forethought. Now, Sir, how did it come about? The Aooount- 
ant-General has stated how it came about on page 171 of the blue book 
and also on page 174. Shortly, Sir, it came about in tins way. There 
is a certain regulation under which the University can for its post- 
graduate studies get one-third of the Fee Fund and under clause (d) 
of that particular regulation the University can, with the consent of 
the Senate, set apart a further sum from the Fee Fund. One-third of 
the Fee Fund brought the University a net income of more than Rs. 2 
lakhs a year. As regards further sums under clause (.'/), of course it 
is pretty obvious that the Senate could not transfer unless there was 
money in that Fund, but the Accountant-General points out that 
although the debit balance of the Fee Fund was Its. 3. 03,000, time after 
time the Senate actually transferred moneys from the non-existent Fee 
Fund to the Post-graduate Fund. One of two things must have 
hapjiencd; either the Senate took the Syndicate on trust and did not 
inquire into the actual state of the Fee Fund, or a difficult psychologi- 
cal problem presents itself to one’s mind, namely, how could a respon- 
sible body direct the transfer of money from a fund which had a debit 
balance and add to the credit side of another fund with an already exist- 
ing credit balance. The actual position is that the Fee Fund on the last 
date of the official year shows a debit balance of Us. 3,63,000 and 
curiously Post-graduate Teaching Fund, which owes its existence to the 
transfer of money from the Fee Fund, shows a credit balance of 
Us. 76,000 and odd. We have a number of business men in this House. 
I put it to the business men of this House that if their managing agents 
carried on their affairs in this way, what would be the position P 1 
appreciate that the University is not a business concern, that the 
University is mainly a place for advancement of learning, but even 
advancement of learning you cannot successfully carry on unless you 
pay some regard to business methods. Now, Sir, the Accountant- 
General has pointed out further that budgets were very often not pre- 
pared till almost the whole year was out ; that moneys were paid out 
without budget provision, that orders were placed by persons who had 
no authority to place orders. I think, I may say with the utmost confi- 
dence that even those who are wedded to the policy adopted by the 
University, namely, the policy of expansion, although they had no 
money, will admit that want of proper business methods is ultimately 
likely to lead the University to ruin. 

Now, Sir, another difficulty was this. Apparently they never com- 
pared their actuals with their budget estimates. If they had done that, 
I fail to see how they could sanction money being spent, because the 
actuals would have at once told them that there was no money. Well, 
to most of these points in the closely printed pages dealing with the 
Accountant-General’s report in reply to the letter from the Government 
I do not find any mention. The University has thought fit to print this 
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book consisting of 182 pages and it has devoted a special chapter on 
the report of the Accountant-General consisting of about 27 pages. 
The Accountant-General has, as every one expects from him, made his 
jxiints systematically jKuagrapk by paragraph. If the University had 
followed the system of the Accountant-General, then one could have 
found out at a glance what point had been answered and what point 
had not been answered. They did not follow that system, they made 
general criticisms about the rei*>rt. I and the officers of my dejwirt- 
ment spent hours and hours together to satisfy ourselves as to how the 
University answered the point# in the Accountant-GcneraTs report 
and I must confess we had considerable difficulty in finding out specific 
answers to sj>ecifie ix)ints. Even if it were {K>ssible for Government to 
pay not Its. lakhs, but say, Its. 15 lakhs from their depleted coffers, 
if the University declined to follow business methods, they will have 
to come to us for help again. If they follow business methods, they 
will be able to find out w r hat is going wrong. They w r ant autonomy for 
the University; I also desire that the University should have autonomy, 
and because I want them to have autonomy I suggest that business 
methods should be adopted by them. 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 min u he#. 

After the adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: I was going to say when the House 
adjourned that it is because I value the autonomy of the University 
that J am so anxious about good financial management of the Univer- 
sity. It is because I value the autonomy of the University that it hurt* 
me w’lien I find my University going w ith the beggar’s bowl from dooii 
to door and then coming back disappointed; it hurts me when I find 
that my University has brought itself down to a position that bus 
necessitated most acrimonious debates in the Legislative Council and 
elsew r here. If business metlfods were followed, if there were scrutiny 
of accounts, then I am sure, in spite of its anxiety for expansion, the 
University authorities would have kept themselves within hounds. Now, 
Sir, the Accountant-General, both in his original report and in his subse- 
quent letter, dated the did of January, has pointed out that the Univer- 
sity authorities promised that Its. 12 lakhs would be quite enough to 
carry on tjic activities of the Lost-graduate Department. From the 
oue-third of the Fee Fund, the Accountant-General points out, they had 
Its. 2 lakhs and more, but as • a matter of fact, if they had spent even 
up to a figure of only Its. 2£ lakhs a yeffr, then it would have been 
possible for them to keep within their bounds; they have been spending 
far .more than that with the result that, as has been pointed out on 
pages 177 and 178 of the report, they have overspent to the extent ol 
Rs. 6,76,000 on this head alone. 

Now, Sir, an examination of the general position will, therefore, 
show that the University has been sending more than its income, that 
the University did not frame budgets in time, that the University did 
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not compare its actuals with its estimates, hut the examination of this 
general position has got to he considered along with the conditions 
imposed and along with the points made by some of my hon’ble friends, 
and with your leave, Sir, I shall deal with some of the arguments oi 
Mr % Ajoy Ohunder Dutt. When I deal with the arguments of one of 
the members, I hope the House will not expect me to deal with the argu- 
ments of other members at any length because it is inevitable tha^some 
of them must have covered common ground. Mr. Dutt said that the 
deficit was due not to thoughtless expansion but because of unfortweu 
circumstances, namely, loss due to the non-co-o]H'ra<ion movement. 1 
have already dealt with that point and I have shown that the deficit 
being a deficit of Rs. 7 lakhs and odd and the admitted loss due to non- 
co-operation movement being only Rs. 3 lakhs, the non-co-operation move- 
ment cannot be held responsible for the whole ot this deficit. -Then he 
said that questions leaked out and that resulted in a deficit of Rs. 00,000. 
There are answers to this argument, but 1 do not desire to tire the House 
with them. I will make a present of that Rs. 00,01)0 to my friend. 
Kveji then there will be a deficit of about Rs. 3,40,000. Then he says 
that new Universities were started. Well, it is undoubtedly unfortunate 
for the Calcutta University’s finances that new Universities were started, 
but when the new Universities were started, should not the Calcutta 
University have realized that its income would become less, and if it 
realized that, then, however difficult it might have been, should it not 
have attempted to cut down its budget in time and kept its expenditure 
within its income? 

They ought to have cut down their budget ; they had no other alter- 
native. They blame the Government on the other hand. Most of the 
criticisms is against the Government of India bceuuse the University only 
recently came under the Government of Ren gal, but assuming that the 
Government of India did not do their duty, assuming that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal did not do their duty, was it right to go on spending 
money when they knew that they had no money? The very argument 
of Mr. Dutt shows that my criticism is justified. » 

Then Mr. Dutt dealt with the various conditions and I propose in 
a minute to deal with those conditions, but before 1 do so, may I point 
out to the House that apart from my duty as a Minister to see that the 
money that I hand over to a body is properly administered I have a 
further duty in the matter of the Calcutta University? The Calcutta 
University Commissioners, an eminent body, which included amongst 
others my esteemed friend the present Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University, in their report in Chapter XXVITI said — 

The position of the provincial universities in India and elsewhere like the Calcutta 
University is very different from the position of other universities in England or 
elsewhere. 

They also said — 

The relations between the Government and universities here are more intimate 
tod more oompiex than elsewhere. 
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May I, Sir, with your leave, quote a passage from Chapter XXVIII, 
Volume III, paragraph 1? 

For these relations, namely, the relations between the Government and the 
universities, are more intimate and more complex than is the case in most other 
countries, just because, since the very beginning of the development of western 
education in India^ its ultimate guidance and control have boen largely in the hands 
of Government, and the directions which its development has followed have been 
in a great degree due to the policy and acts of Government. 


Yet in another place they say — 

. . . . the whole system of education of which the University is the crown 

is an essential element in our survey. 


Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: May I ask from what page the 
Hon’ble the Minister is reading? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. It is Volume III, paragraph 1, 
Chapter XXVIII, page 223. Indeed it is obvious to anyone as to what 
is the position of the Calcutta University with relation to the educational 
institutions of this province. On t lie well-being of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, on its proper administration, depends the well-being of almost 
every educational institution in this province, every arts college, every 
science college, private and Government, every high school, in fact the 
whole system depends on it and that is what the Commissioners havt, 
pointed out. The Commissioners then say — 

. . . . the provincial universities were all established by Government action. 

They go on to say — 

For that reason they have been from the first not independent corporations of 
learning, but bodies mainly nominated by Government, wielding defined powers which 
were delegated to them, nnd subject to constant supervision by Government. 

That was how Sir Asutosh Mukherji spoke when he was in the company 
of Sir Michael Sadler, my estAuued friends, Mr. Horncll and Mr. Hartog, 
and others. Only the other day, he, no doubt, carried away by the 
passion of the moment, said freedom first, freedom second, and freedom 
for ever. I can well understand that he feels very hurt. I sympathize 
with him as deeply as anybody can sympathize, but I hope and trust hd 
will believe me when I say that the duty which I have to perform, the 
very unpleasant duty I have to iwrform, is not actuated by any personal 
dislike towards him, but because of the demands of duty — my duty, to 
this House, my duty to the taxpayers of Bengal, demands that I must 
fearlessly doVhat I ought to do. Let me once more assure him (unfortu- 
nately he is not here) that I am always willing to extend my hand oi 
good fellowship to him, I am always willing to appreciate his difficulties, 
but let him appreciate mine, l^et the University authorities remember 
that with a depleted purse it is not possible for the Government to pay 
any money they may choose to demand, although the demand is backed 
by assertions that unless we pay the money the University will have to 
be closed down. It is because I propose to exert my utmost to see that 
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the University shall not be closed down that I have to follow this un- 
pleasant course. Even now, I hope, that that great educationist will 
yet see that passion ought not to carry him to the point of destruction 01 
the object of his great love and affection. If he sees that I assure him 
once more through you, my friends here, that I shall try my best to 
remove his difficulties. « 

The University Commissioners go on to say at the next page that 
51 per cent, of the total 11011 -fee revenue of the Calcutta University 
comes from endowments, 48 *4 per cent, from Government grants. Of 
the total non-fee revenue of all the teaching institutions of University 
rather 87 per cent, of the income come from Government grants and 
only 13 per cent, from other sources, and lastly, if the fee revenue be 
taken into account, then 39 per cent, of the whole is paid by Govern- 
ment, 52 per cent, from fees and 8-2 per cent, from other sources. They 
go on giving a number of reasons as to why the relations between 
Government and University ought to be very intimate, and in point of 
fact, are very intimate, and on page 226 they say — 

With few exceptions, however, our correspondents admit the necessity of some 
Government supervision over university policy. Those who wish to make the uni- 
versities entirely autonomous are in a small minority. 

This is an additional reason why I, responsible for due administration 
of every educational institution of this province, am anxious to see that 
the Calcutta University he extricated from its present financial difficul- 
ties. Financial ruin of the Calcutta University will mean the ruin of 
many educational institutions. 

There is one general argument which I desire to bring to the notice 
of the House at this stage. It has been said with regard to some of the 
conditions that although the University is not willing to accept some of 
these points as conditions yet they are willing to submit to them of their 
own accord. Their objection is to the imposition of these conditions 
from an outside authority, namely, the Government ; hut they have, it 
is asserted, carried out some of these conditions. If I can really be 
satisfied on this point much of my anxiety would be relieved. After the 
Accountant-General *8 report was thoroughly examined by the Univer- 
sity, after the letter of Government was replied to by the University, in 
the budget which they very recently passed in September, 1922, I find 
they are still following their old plan, and I was almost going to say 
device, which was condemned by the Accountant-General, namely, the 
transferring from the non-existent Fee Fund to the Post-graduate Fund. 
In this budget, which was framed after the whole matter was brought 
to their notice, they again provide (see the sixth item in page 2 of the 
budget— I have a copy of the budget which has also been published in 
the Calcutta Gazette ) for Rs. 61,000 and odd as contribution from the 
Fee Fund, although the Fee Fund shows a huge debit balance. Now 
the Accountant-General in his letter of the" 3rd January has brought out 
certain important points which make it difficult for me to depend on 
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the mere assurance of the Calcutta University. For example, the 
Accountant-General points out, at page 4 of his report, that the debit 
balance of Rs. 25,764 shown against the advance account of Rs. 20,000 
represents the cost of German marks purchased. We all know that the 
value of German marks has fallen very low. There is nothing in the 
budget to show^the true state of things with regard to the purchase oi 
German marks either to the Senators or to the outside public. If they 
go on like this, then the University will come to financial ruin in spite 
of the grant of Rs. 2 \ lakhs or even larger grants. Therefore, it is 
necessary, from the point of view of the tax-paver, to examine the 
University’s accounts and to come to an understanding, but as I began 
by saying the best course to settle the thing would be a round table confer- 
ence. I am keen mostly on two points, first that the Accountant-General's 
recommendations must be accepted unless there is sound reason to the 
contrary. I put it to the House what is the good of examining accounts 
year after year by an independent Audit Officer if we want to treat 
the audit report as waste paper. The second point on which I am very 
keen is that business methods must be observed. About the other 
conditions they are all a matter for discussion and even though I may 
consider that some of these conditions are very necessary, I am quite 
willing to give up some of them after discussion. There is another 
important part w'hich I desire to bring to the notice of the House. It has 
reference to a fact which is stated in our letter, namely, that we intend 
to give another Rs. 3 lakhs to the University in our next budget. We 
stated that as explicitly as it was permissible for us to state it in our 
severely criticised letter. In paragraph 2 of that letter we said — 

It i« not the intention of Government that the University should be left in a 
state of bankruptcy and they are an anxious ns the University authorities them- 
selves to place their finances on a sound basis. They will be prepared to ask 
the Legislative Council before Ionf4 to vote an additional grant with that object. 

The letter was written at a time when the departmental financial esti- 
mates were l>eing framed, and I may tell the House that in cmr 
jirovisional financial estimates we have kept a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs 
and it is a thing which my department had taken up about six or eight 
months ago. I may also tell the House that the payment of this grant 
will depend, on the vote of this Council, and unless I feel justified in 
asking for the vote of the Council, and unless I feel sure that the words 
which I myself uttered in my speech in July last, namely, that before 
a Minister could ask for a grant he must himself be satisfied, etc., I 
do not think it will be possible for me to ask the House to vote for this 
grant. I am keenly anxious to be placed in a position to enable me to 
ask for this vote and I hope and trust that the House will have no objec- 
tion in passing that grant when it comes before the House. Perhaps in 
less than a month’s time the financial statement will be published and 
the House will see the provision there. Is it right or wise that the 
Calcutta University should go on wrangling with the Government in the 
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way iKiy are doing? Government have no dbsire to enter into a oon* 
troversy with the University, but Government must do their duty and 
if the Calcutta University will not submit to what is legitimately due 
to the Government, they place both the bodies in a difficult position. 

Mr. Dutt has dealt with eight different conditions, but apparently 
has has overlooked (I say this subject to correction) the most important 
condition which is embodied in the body of the letter and that condition 
is at the top of page 2 of this book— 

. . . . they will not be justified in handing over any grant until an assurance 
is received that effect will he given to the recommendations of the Accountant* 
General contained- in the report referred to above. 

That condition embodied in the body of the letter has not been touches 
upon by any of the previous speakers, and I think it right to-draw the 
attention of the House to it, lest it he said afterwards that the matter was 
not frankly and freely placed before the House. No member has refer- 
red to that condition, although in the report there are certain statement*) 
regarding the Accountant-General’s recommendations, and I do not 
propose to deal with it beyond stating that the Accountant-General, in 
his letter of the 3rd January (copy of which has been placed on the table), 
has dealt effectively with these criticisms. 

Then, as regards the first of the conditions attached to the letter; ii 
is proposed that no further expansion involving financial responsibilities, 
should be undertaken by the University until their financial position 
showR an improvement. The argument is that in their previous lettej 
they had already agreed to do so. If they want to abide by that state- 
ment then I ask what is their objection to accepting this condition! 
However I am quite willing, if I am satisfied, to withdraw that condition 
because, if the Accountant-General’s recommendations are accepted, then, 
in future, business methods will be followed, but I maintain that we are 
perfectly justified in suggesting this condition. 

About the second condition, it lias been said that they have already 
given effect to the suggestion. I have, however, pointed out that even in 
this new budget they are drawing from imaginary funds which have no 
existence excepting in books. Therefore, it is a condition which I am 
not prepared to modify without further examination. 

About the third condition the University authorities say — 

Minute directions are given as to how many times the Board of Account# should 
meet in the course of a year; it is evidently assumed that meeting and discussions 
alone lead to an increase in the funds of the University. 

They go on to say — 

It is possible that the Government ?re not aware that monthly statements of 
accounts are prepared and regularly submitted to the Syndicate and) prorjsfem 
Las been for the preparation of a quarterly statement of income and expendi- 
ture and Ha submission to the Syndicate. 
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Although it may surprise the University authorities and also some of the 
friends of the University in this House who say that mere monthly meet* 
ings and discussions do not bring in money, I do assert that monthly 
meetings and discussions do in a way bring in money, e.p., they free you 
from financial embarrassments by revealing to you, month by month, 
the true financial. position. If you look to the actuals every month you 
will not incur expenditure which you have not the means to pay. No 
doubt it does not bring in any additional money. For example, if the 
Board of Accounts had met every month and done their duty, and 
compared the actuals with the estimates, had scrutinized the financial 
condition, then it is inconceivable to me that they could have allowed the 
deficit to grow up to Rs. 7 lakhs. In one year the non-co-operation move- 
ment was responsible for the loss of Rs. 3 lakhs, but the remaining 
Rs. 4 lakhs was a growth from day to day. This condition, I consider, 
to be somewhat important, but I am quite prepared to discuss it and come 
to some suitabe arrangement about it. 

. The fourth condition is that a balance sheet should be prepared on 
the basis of income and expenditure on the 30th June of each year. It 
should exhibit all assets and liabilities. Apparently the University do 
not object to this although they have their general objection that they 
are not agreeable to any conditions being imposed. 

The fifth condition is that the accounts, of separate funds should not 
be mixed up and the actuals of receipts and expenditure under each funo 
should be prepared and submitted to the Board of Accounts, to the 
Senate, and the Government of Bengal, every month soon after its close. 
Two criticisms are offered against this. One is — Why should anybody 
have monthly actuals? Why ask the University to prepare actuals of 
every month P To that my reply is that three parties are interested in 
wiping out this deficit, viz., Government, which is going to pay this 
money and is also keenly interested in the w'ell being of the University, 
the University, and the Board of Accounts whose business it is to examine 
the finances of the University. If these thr^e parties know the exact posi- 
tion, month by month, then they will be able to watch, guide, and come 
to satisfactory conclusions. Of course, if you look upon this condition 
with a suspicious eye, suspicions will blind your vision. It is suggested 
that Government want to have financial control. Did we suggest here 
that every month we should issue any directions? We did not. There- 
fore, there is nothing sinister in this. This, again, is a condition which 
I am prepared \o discuss but would like to retain. 

Then the sixth is a less stringent condition, namely, the actuals should 
be prepared annually and submitted to the Senate and the Government 1 ** 
of Bengal. 

Then, as to the seventh, they say that they have actually published 
the budget. My point is that I want to be satisfied that this practice 1 
will be followed in the future. 
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* About the eighth condition their argument is that it is not possible 
to pay within the year what we have suggested. I fail to see any force 
in the argument. At page 170 of this blue book we iirnl that their out- 
standing liability is Rs. 2,97,000 and odd, out of which lls. 16,000 is 
due to Government, so that if we are not asking the Government dues 
to be paid immediately it comes io Rs. 2,81,000 and odd. The examiners* 
remuneration alone amounts to Rs. 1,75,000 and the salaries amount 
to less than Rs. 40,000. It is quite possible to accept this condition 
out of our grant of Rs. 2J lakhs. 

I am sorry to tire the patience ot the House by discussing details like 
these. I feel it is not possible to discuss these details properly in an 
assembly of this nature, but I had to touch upon these points because they 
had been raised. I desire, however, to tell the House that I have not dis- 
cussed them in full. Indeed it is not possible to discuss them in full. 
The general line which I desire to adopt in regard to the conditions is 
that each one of these conditions is reasonable and I can justify each one 
of them before any impartial tribunal. Although each one of these con- 
ditions is reasonable, yet I am quite willing to give up some of them, but 
I am not unwilling to give up conditions except, as at present advised, 
those relatiug to observance of business methods and giving effect io 
the recommendations of the Accountant-General. That is the general 
position and I do not think 1 can usefully add anything more. J 
apologise to the House for the length of my observations, but I am afraid 
that I have not dealt with each of the specific resolutions fully. Perhaps 
it will be more convenient if, after ail the speeches are made, I explain 
to the Council what the Government promise to do with regard to all of 
these resolutions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Before we proceed with the debate I desire to 
inform the House that the new travelling and residential allowances 
rules applicable to members of the Council, which come into force from 
the commencement of this session, will be available for the information 
of members to-morrow in the Legislative Department. 

Bahu 8UREHDRA NATH MALLIK; May I know as to how these 
rules come into force without our knowing them? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT ■ I am afraid, Mr. Mallik, these are matters beyond 
my cognizance. You should address your inquiry to the proper quarter. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLI ER8: There are, Sir, so it seems to me, two 
interesting points further to be dealt with in connection with this sub- 
ject; and, indeed, in doing so, I am really doing nothing more than 
following the precedent already established by previous speakers,. 1 
* find, for instance, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, in his very lucid and dear 
Speech, attributing this deficit of Rs. 2$ lakhs to our old friend — non- 
co-operation (Laughter). We have heard Professor Mukherji his voice 
ringing with righteous indignation, also attributing this unfortunate 
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deficit of Rs. 2J lakhs to our old friend, non-co-operation. Later, again, 
we find, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri in a most able speech — I feel 
convinced his was a. very able speech, although I am sorry I could not 
hear a word of it — but I feel convinced that he must have used the same 
old peg' of non-co-operation on which to hang this unfortunate deficit 
of Rs. lakhs. 

Now, we who have the honour to belong to this Council, in doing so 
definitely establish in the eves of the province our entire dissociation 
with all that pertains to non-co-operation, and although the Hon’ble 
the Minister in his extraordinarily able and lucid speech — if it is not 
an impertinence on my part to say what indeed is a truism — has entirely 
destroyed this argument as to non-co-o]K*ration being the cause of the 
deficit, at the same time, like the Egyptians of old, there may still be 
some here whose hearts are hardened; I put this forward as a possible 
hypothesis. Now ? if that is so, I would like to point out just one small 
matter. We will accept for the sake of argument that this deficit of 
Rs. 2$ lakhs is in fact due to non-co-operation, as so many would prove 
it to be, and we have here a weapon to use in order that we may establish 
it further in the minds of those misguided people who have made this 
experiment of non-co-operation — that by non-co-operating they are dam- 
aging themselves as well as others — that their non-co-operating has 
brought this great University to the brink of ruin — and thereby 
threatened what is for so many of them the very foundation on which 
they build their lives. 

And it seems to me that if those people for whose benefit the Univer- 
sity exists have tried this experiment of non-co-operation in the past, 
they will not refrain from so doing in the future if we miss this oppor- 
tunity of bringing home to them what lengths their folly has led them 
and that we only grant them money to save the University with definite 
stipulations. “Here you are,*’ we say, you tried this experiment, and 
you have failed, and, you now come back to us and say that, having tried 
this experiment, and having brought our, great University to the very 
brink of ruin, you come to the House und ask for a grant to wipe out 
this deficit — a deficit caused by your own folly.” 

Dr. JATJNDRA NATH MOITRA: I do not understand whether you 
mean that the University authorities non-oo-operated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I)r. Moitra is quite out of order 
in addressing Mr. Villiers. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: We must make use of this moral and pro- 
claim to the rest of the province : “Here you are ; see what non-co-opera- 
tion has done for you.“ 

There is one other point which I would add — a point which has , 
already been referred to by the Hon’ble the Minister, and if I may make 
io bold to say with all diffidence — I think the Hon’ble the Minister hiss 
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possibly not given full significance to — namely, this extraordinary ques- 
tion, of the purchase on the part of the University authorities of German 
marks. Here we have certain members getting up aud huving the 
effrontery — the amazing effrontery — to demand » grant entirely free of 
all conditions — to do what? Fuither to gamble in exchange? Further 
to buy Geiman imtiks? I cannot think that the House will countenance 
such o thing for a moment. 1 would just emphasize this point and 
that is that a body, however good its intentions may be, which so abso- 
lutely and entirely deflects from the proper course of its administrative 
duties as to go in for the very questionable and equally risky amusement 
of gambling in foreign exchange, I maintain that such a body cannot 
possibly expect to receive the assent of the House to a further grant 
without restrictions being placed on the expenditure of such money. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA. At the outset I would take the 
last point of Mr. Villiers first. Much has been said against the purchase 
of German marks on the part of the University, but will Mr. Villiers 
point out how German books, German chemicals and German scientific 
apparatuses for the Science department of the University can be pur- 
chased without purchasing German marks? Just as when we purchase 
American commodities we have got to pay in dollars, similarly when 
we have got to purchase microscopes and other delicate scientific appara- 
tuses from well-known scientific instrument makers of Germany, we 
have got to pay the price in German marks. This is the long and short 
of the whole story of the Geiman marks. 

I was ona of those who took part in the discussion last time when the 
question of the grant of Its. ,50,000 to the Calcutta University came 
up before the Council. The sum was voted, and, as every one of us 
knows, voted without any condition whatsoever. It raises in my mind 
a great constitutional question whether the imposition of conditions after 
the grant was passed by the Council can and should be justified even 
if there is no written or unwritten law of procedure for the guidance of 
the Hon’ble Ministers. I ask each and all of the members here whether 
they would tolerate such an interference with their privileges and rights. 
Into the merits of the question of the suitability or otherwise of the con- 
ditions from the view-point of the University, I have no mind to enter 
as everything has been set forth in the report of that particular Commit- 
tee of the Senate which considered the question of the “conditions . 99 I 
was a member of that Committee and I signed the report and I take res- 
ponsibility for every line embodied in the report. It is not true to say that 
we, the members of the Senate, rejected all the conditions in toto as the 
Hon’ble the Minister has admitted in his speech. We have demonstrated 
that the present financial embarrassment is due to a variety of cause*. 
Mr. Villiers has made an ottack on the supposed couse of non-co-opera- 
tion adduced by tbe members of the Senate. This is not a supposition. 
It is a truth but it is not the only cause. It is only one part of it. If 
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you go into the report winch I think every member of the Council ought 
to read carefully, because there are many materials which will enlighten 
them on the different aspects of the life of education in this country, 
you will find it there. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot have a sub-committee going on in the 
neighbourhood of Dr. Mjoitra. Will hon’ble toembers please desist 
from prompting the sj)eaker? 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I say again that non-co-operation 
was not the only cause. You know of the unfortunate leakage of ques- 
tion papers in 1917. When Dr. Sir Deva Prosad Sarbhadikari was 
Vice-Chancellor of the University the question papers leaked out not onoe 
but twice and a sum of Its. 60,000 had to be spent for meeting the extra 
expenses in that connection, in the same year, 1917, the Patna Univer- 
sity was founded and a large number of students were wrested from the 
Univaristy. In 1919, the University of Dacca w'as founded without the 
slightest notice to the Calcutta University and this again took away-a 
great many students. The creation of a Secondary Board of Education 
at Dacca had the same effect. Then came the formation of the Rangoon 
University. These three universities were created within the flj)ace of 
a few years and took away a large sum of money Which used to be paid 
to the coffers of the Calcutta University. This is in addition to the 
incidence of the n on -co-oj oration movement, as well as the {x>st-war con- 
' ditions which contributed to the deficit of the University. This has been 
clearly proved in the report published by us from the Senate. If you 
refer to the correspondences which the Vice-Chancellor had with the 
heads of schools in Bengal, you will find what accurate figures he obtain- 
ed from the different schools — figures which go to show that, a very large 
.number of students, namely , 42 per cent., had deserted the schools. 

We have demonstrated in the report that the present financial embar- 
rassment of -the University is due to causes beyond the control of the 
University ; this has also been clearly stated in the report of the Account- 
ant-General which is made so much of. * 

During the last ten years, the grant to the Calcutta University 
by the Government of India, as well as by the Government of Bengal, 
had been — if I may say so — paltry and exceedingly inadequate for the 
needs of the University. I am certain that had not the three univer- 
sities of Rangoon, Patna, and Dacca, with its Board of Secondary 
Education, and the non-co-operation movement which took away 42 per 
cent, of the students of the Calcutta University come into existence, 
this unforeseen deficit would not have occurred. I do not like to further 
accentuate the unedifying struggle and increasing bitterness between 
two bodies of men whose united stand would have been a great 
asset, hut whose unfortunate disunion at a time of a great national need 
cannot be too much deplored. The Hon'ble the Minister very shrewdly 
observed that the University was actuated By the highest of mo tives, 



CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


* SOS 



but in the same breath he imposed unacceptable conditions. Anyone 
with self-respect, any one with a hand in the University’s affairs who 
prices the honour and dignity of the University cannot accept these 
conditions. Whether you give money or not matters little to the 
University , but you must respect the honesty, the integrity, the ardour, 
the zeal and the enthusiasm of the members of the Senate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MKTTER: May I rise to a point of personal 
explanation ? I ne.ver questioned the honesty or integrity of any mem- 
ber of the Senate. I never said that. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I rise to a point of order. I think there i» no 
quorum in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will adjourn the Council as soon as I}r. Moitra 
finishes his speech. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I have heard that the llon’hle the 
Minister for Education wants to start “business” principles in the affairs 
of the University. 1 am glad that we have got such a Inkiness man 
among us here. I would request him — most humbly request him — to 
remember the same principle when the question of retrenchment of his 
own department of Education comes up for discussion in the Council, 
although I must at the outset say that I will always oppose any attempt 
to curtail tha educational facilities in this province. The Hon’ble the 
Minister accuses the members of the Senate including the Vice-Chan- 
cellor himself of misappropriation of trust funds — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 do not think you can charge the Hon’ble the 
Minister with accusing anybody of misappropriation. I certainly never 
heard such a statement in the whole of his speech. 1 cannot allow that' 
expression to go. 

Dr. JATINDRA NAJH MOITRA: I am sorry for having used this 
expression. It was due to a misunderstanding. It is my conviction 
that the Senate, which had as its Vice-Chancellor the present Chief 
Justice of Bengal only a few years ago, and w hich has still got tho senior- 
most Puisne judge of the Calcutta High Court as its Vice-Chancellor whose 
only misfortune is his colour 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: May I inquire what the relevancy is of 
the colour question to the present discussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; I am unable to discover what Dr. Moitra is lead- 
ing up to. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I mean to say, Sir, that such men 
who adorned the Senate at its head and still adorn it, could not wilfully 
be a party where money was misspent. I put it very mildly. I request 
the Hon’ble the Minister with all the humility that I can command {hat 
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he will kindly face this problem openly — this problem which is agitating 
the minds of the people of Bengal for such a length of time. This acri- 
monious debate must be stopped and the best way to do so is to meet at a 
round table conference'. I accept what the Hon’ble the Minister has 
so kindly said, hut I hope that he and the Ilon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
will meet together before a person who is the object of reverence to both 
of them, and the only man in Bengal who commands this position is 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal who is not only the head of this 
Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V our time is up, Dr. Moilra. One sentence more 
and you must finish. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA* Yes, Sir, I shall be very brief. 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal who is not only the head of this 
Government but is also the Chancellor of the Calcutta University. I 
implore the Hon’ble the Minister to do everything in his power to briug 
this unhappy strife with the University, to a satisfactory settlement. r 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 8 r.M. on Friday, the 
2fith January, 192J1, at the Town Hall, Cakutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council niet in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 26th January, 1923, at 3 p.m. 


Presents 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Ilon’ble Ministers and 109 nomin- 
ated and elected members. 


Affirmation. 

The following member made an affirmation of his allegiance to 
the Crown: — 

Dr. pRAMATHA NaTII BaNKRJEE. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Council Secretaries. 

•XVI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Api>oiiitment Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the advisability of 
appointing Council Secretaries as provided in the law? 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tfit 
Hon'bl# Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the answer 
given to bis question No. 69 at the meeting of the 4th July, 1922. 


Zemindars enjoying the privilege of realizing rent by the 
certificate procedure. 

•XVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether any zamindars in Bengal enjoy 
the privilege of realizing rent by the certificate procedure? 

(b) If ao, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state their 

names? 
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( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the privilege to other zamindars of equal status? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)s 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The following zamindars enjoy the privilege of realizing rent by' 
the certificate procedure : — 

(1) The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad in respect of his Fateh- 
singh estate in the Murshidabad district; (2) the Mathurapur Zamin- 
dary Company, Ltd.; (d) Srimati Ananda Kumari Debi of the Bhowal 
estate in Dacca; and (4) the Nawab family of Dacca. Government 
have agreed to allow the privilege also to the Mahisadal estate in 
Midnapore. 

(c) No; for no applications are |K*nding with Government from 
zamindars of equal status. 


Loss of Court-fee 8tamps from Bakarganj Treasury. 

•XVIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance 
he pleased to state whether the final rejnirt of the inquiry relating to 
the misappropriation or missing of court-fee stamps from the Barisal 
Treasury has been received? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to lay a copy 
of the report on the table? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state whether orders 
for writing off the amount covered by the defalcations have been 
passed ? 

a 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho 
Hon'bla Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. * 

(b) Government are not prepared to lay the report on the table. 

(c) Y 68. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Is the Hon’ble 

the Member aware that a certain proceeding is still pending for the 
recovery of the amount defalcated against the heirs of a partic ula r 
treasury ministerial officer? 


Tho Hon’bla Mr. 4. DONALD: I want notice of4he question. 
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Joysagar tank in SirajganJ (Pabna). 

•XIX. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Depart meat of Education be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that .Toy sugar tank at Nimgachi within police- 
station Raiganj, in the Sirnjganj subdivision, is a very ancient tank? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to declare this tank protected under, the Ancient Monuments 
Preservation Act, 190*1? 

(e) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not doing 1 this? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) No. 

(h) No. 

(c) In view of the need for retrenchment, Government at present are 
unable to consider the question of undertaking new liabilities under 
Act VII of 1904. 

8alt congestion at Chittagong. 

•XX. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: With reference to the 
reply given to clause (tv) of started question No. XXXVII put by me at 
the meeting of this Council on the 22nd November, 1922, will the Hon’ble 
t^ie Member in charge of the Department of Finance l>e pleased to state* — 
(i) whether the salt congestion at Chittagong during September 
and Octolter, 1922, was the first of its kind; and 
(it) whether private warehouses were not licensed for storage of 
salt at Chittagong in previous years? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (i) This waH the first, serious con- 
gestion which occurred since 1914 when the Moheshkhal golas were 
opened. 

(it) Three private warehouses were licensed in 1921 ; none from 
1914 to 1921. 

Reduction of spans on the Eastern Bengal Railway line from 
Nator to 8antahar. 

•XXI. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the bridges on the Eastern Bengal Bail- 
way line from Nator to Santahar were purposely constructed shorter 
than what they ought to have been and that the railway materials saved 
thereby were sent to Mesopotamia during the last war? 
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( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negatrve, are the Government 
considering the desirability of investigating the matter at an early 
date? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PMBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) This is not a fact. The reduction of spans took place during two 
seasons 1904-05 and 1912-18, i.e. % before the necessity due to military 
operations arose. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Reserved seats in Caloutta Medical College. 

'XXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a certain number 
of seats are annually kept reserved for communal, piovincinl, and 
institutional representation at the Calcutta Medical College? 

(b) If so, what is the numl>er of seatfi kept reserved for each of the 
aboye purposes? 

(r) Do the Governments of Bihar and Orissa and A'snm contribute 
anything towards the recurring expenses of the Medical College? 

• (d) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of ask- 
ing them to contribute some portion of I lie expenditure? 

■ • 
"■"SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (a) Yes, under rule 5 
of the Medical College Rules of which a copy is laid on the Library 
table. 

(b) The number reserved fot the different classes aie as under: — 

(1) Muhammadans. — One-fourth of the total number admitted. 

(2) Bihar and Orissa. — 12 candidate* and G scholars. 

(3) Assam. — G candidates. 

(4) Dacca University. — G candidates. 

(fi) Burma University. — 2 candidates. 

(6 1 ) Central Provinces. — 1 candidate. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) This question does not arise. 

Tramways strike. 

'XXIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that 
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within the course of the last two years the drivers and the conductors 
of the Calcutta Tramways Company have struck work six times? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking some 
steps to make strikes impossible in future? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a conciliation board for the purpose? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
HofPble Mr. d. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(/>) No. The member is referred to .resolution No. 32fi8-Oom., 
dated the 29th August, 1921, constituting a conciliation panel for 
disputes in public utility services. 

(e) The meml>er is referred to the communique issued by Govern- 
ment and published in the uewsjKipers on the Gib January, 1923. 


Anti-malarial scheme. 

•XXIV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the Government have got any definite unti- 
malurial scheme ready ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister he pleased to state whether this scheme has been approved from 
the engineering point of view? 

(<•) Will the II on 'hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the schemes, district by district, if possible? 

(tl) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to give effect to 
any of these schemes? If so, when ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Surendra Nath Banerjea): («) and 

( b ) For information regarding the schemes actually in progress, a 
reference is invited to the reply given to question No. 34 which was 
put by Mr. A joy Chunder I)utt in the November session of 1922. 

In addition to these schemes Government has for some time jmst 
been investigating the important scheme known as the Bhairab project. 
Detailed plans and estimates have recently been prepared from which 
it appears that this scheme will cost over rupees half a crore. Govern- 
ment are advised that it is doubtful whether the benefits — sanitary and 
agricultural — which the scheme, as originally designed, is likely to 
produce, would justifv this enormous expenditure. The possibility of 
dealing with the malarious and unfertile tracts of Murshidabad and 
certain portions of Nadia and Jessore by re^excavating the western and 
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northern reaches of the Bhairab is now under inquiry, and the Irriga- 
tion Department, as a result of the survey now in progress, hope to 
submit definite proposals to Government by April next. It is obviously 
necessary that Government should be very sure of their ground before 
inviting local bodies who will recover the cost from persons benefited, 
to undertake schemes of such magnitude. 

(c) and ( d ) Schemes, district by district, have not been prepared. 
Suggestions, which have not been worked up into definite projects, have 
been made by district boards, but at present the Irrigation Department 
is concentrating on the proposed Bhairab scheme. 


Anoient buildings in Pabna district. 

♦XXV. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the following ancient buildings in the 
district of Pabna arc in a state of disrepair and neglect : — 


Sirajganj subdivision. 

( i ) the mosque at Nabngram, police-station Taras; 

(ii) the mosque at Shahzadpur known as Maqdum Shaheb’s mosque 
at Shahzadpur, police-station Nirajganj; 

(Hi) the temples of Nabarattia and of Siva at Hatikumilli, police- 
station U 11 a para ; 


11. — Sadar subdivision . 

(iv) the mosque at Samaj, police-station Chatmohar; 

(r) the mosque at Chatmohar, police-station Chatmohar; 

(vi) the temple of Jagannath at Handval, police-station Chatmohar; 

ami 

( vii) dorebangla at Pabna town? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for their preservation at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) The Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, proposes to visit 
the buildings in the course of his tours, and no action can be taken until 
bis report is received. 
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Defanut ton suit against Mr. 0. 8. Frasar. 

V x 

♦XXVI. Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware of a civil 
sttit brought by Babu Birendra Chandi*a Mukherjee, late Professor of 
Philosophy, Carmichael College, Rangpur, against Mr. D. S, Fraser 
for damages for defamation now landing in the Subordinate Judge’s 
Court at Rangpur ? 


(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Fraser is the elected President of the 
Governing Body of the Carmichael College? 


(c) Is it a fact that the Government has undertaken to defray the 
expenses of Mr. Fraser in the said suit including the cost of examine* 
tion and commission of witnesses both in England and in India? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reasons for undertaking to defray the expenses? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to state how much will 
have to he spent in connection with the suit and how much has already 
been spent? 

(/)IWill the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state the number 
of pleaders engaged on behalf of Mr. Fraser and their terms of engage- 
ment? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes. 

(b) Mr. Fraser was ex-offi.cu> President of the Governing Body of 
the Carmichael College at the time the case was instituted. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The reasons why Government undertook to defend Mr. Fraser 
were as follows : — 

( 1 ) Mr. Fraser was President of the Carmichael College only in 
virtue of his position as District Magistrate of Rangpur. 

(2) His conduct was priwd facie reasonable and bond fide and in 
these circumstances Mr. Fraser was entitled to receive from Govern- 
ment the costs of his defence. 

(«) A sum of Rs. 2,000 has already been spent: it is not possible 
now to estimate what the total cost will be.. 

(/) The number of pleaders engaged on behalf of Mr. Fraser is 
three. Of tbeee, one, the Public Prosecutor, is only nominally employed 
and receives no remuneration. The remaining two have been engaged 
conjointly for a total sum of Rs. 300. , ' 


16 



*14 * 


QUESTIONS. 

Health Officers of district boards. 


[26ra Jaw. 


•XXVII. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’bla the 

Minister in charge of the Department x>i (Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state what sum, if any, has been spent by the different districl 
boards during each of the financial years 1920-21 and 1921-22 to meel 
the salary and other incidental expenses including travelling allowanoei 
of the Health Officers and their establishment? 

The Hoifble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANER4EA; A statement it 

laid on the Library table. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Effect on publio amusements on the passing of the Amusements 
Tax Act. 

144. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance aware that ever since 
the Amusements Tax was introduced, # on<» Company has ceased allowing 
cinema pictures while another has changed hands owing to heavy losses? 

(b) Is it a fact that other Indian and. English theatres are in great 
straits ever since the tax has been introduced? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
any steps in the ensuing Budget either to reduce the rate or to abolish 
it altogether to avoid unemployment to the theatrical actors and losses 
to the owners of Companies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (b) Government have no 
Information. 

(©) No. 

Damodar floods. 

148. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken bv the Government to give effect to 
the project formulated by Mr.. Addams-Williams as a result of bis 
inquiry for the prevention of recurring floods in the river Damodar? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: If the question refers to the flood controlling reservoir 
project, this is still under the consideration of Government. 

If the question refers to other projects, they are being gone on with, 
but%ill only mitigate, not prevent, floods. 
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Tramways strike. 

141. Mu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Is the Hon’tye the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that great 
inconvenience is being caused to the public by the frequent tramway 
strikes in Calcutta ? 

(b) Have the Government hitherto taken any steps to ascertain the 
causes of such strikes P 

( c ) Is it a fact that representation has been made to the Govern- 
ment on behalf of the strikers for an impartial inquiry into this matter P 

(d) If so, what has been the result of that representation? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a conciliatory board forthwith to inquire into the causes of the dispute 
between the Tramways Company and their employees and to settle the 
disputes as soon as possible P 

The Hon’Me Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) to (e) The member is referred to the communiquS issued by Gov- 
ernment and published in the newspapers on the 6th January, 1923. 

Khulna 8undartoans forest. 

147. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Itevenue (Forests) be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

( i ) the annual income and expenditure of Lot No. VII in the 
Khulna Sundarhans forest; and 

(«) the number of persons killed by tigers in the reserved Sundar- 
bans forest in Khulna district during the last ten years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[FORESTS] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan). 

(t) No separate account of revenue and expenditure has been kept for 
Lot No. VII. The account is kept by working circles as prescribed 
by the working plan. 

(ii) No separate figures for the reserved forests alone are available. 
The number of men killed by tigers during the last ten years in both 
reserved and protected forests in the whole Sundarbans forest division 
(24-Parganas and Khulna) was. 379. 

Viahnupur-Oaloiitta Chord Railway project 

14ft. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state what 

16 a 
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lias happened to the proposal of 1913*14 regarding the opening of the 
Vishnupur-Calcutta Chord Railway‘d 

(b) When are lands likely to be acquired for the purpose? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that the people under the 
Ararnbngh subdivision and their neighbours have no other means of 
communication and are anxiously waiting for this line? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) It is waiting for want of funds. 

(b) Government have no information. 

(c) Yes. 

Promotion of Bengal Judicial Service men to listed poets. 

149. Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the effect of the notification No. 8359 A., dated the 31st duly, 1922, 
published in Dart 1 of the ('alnittn ( rasettv , dated the 9th August, 1922, 
would be to debar members of the Provincial Judicial Service from being 
appointed to the six apjwiiutments to the SujHMior Judicial Service by 
promotion as hitherto? 

(b) If so, will tlu* llon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state how 
many of these six appointments it is pnqmsed to take away from the 
members of this Provincial Judicial Service? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) No; the posi- 
tion of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) is not affected by the 
notification. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Pay of Registrars and 8pb» Registrars. 

150. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether tha revised scale of jwy of Registrars and Sub-Registrars of the 
Registration Department, as voted by the Council on the 3lst August, 
1922, has been given effect to? ■ 

a 

(b) If not, will the Ilon’ble the Minister Ik* pleased to state as to 
when it hs likely that effect will Ik* given to it? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and ( b ) A reference is invited 
to resolution No. 44Mis., dated the 2nd January, 1923, published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of the Hth January, 1923. 
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Cemmeroiai, industrial and technioal sohoots. 

151. Ra i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in chaige of tin* Department of Agriculture ami Industries 
be pleased to state what schemes for the establishment of industrial* 
commercial and junior technical schools at suitable centres throughout 
the province have matured since the close of the year 1921 ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Alt Chaudhuri, 
KlUUI Bahadur): Schemes have been prepared for the establishment of 
one commercial school at Chittagong and another at Chinsurah; one 
industrial school at Chittagong and another at Ranigunj (instead of at 
Asansol as originally proposed); one technical school at Krishnagar 
and another at Barisal; but none of the schemes could !>e given effect to 
owing to financial stringency. 


Salt. 

152. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the Member in (‘barge of the Department of Finance aware of the pre- 
vailing high prices of salt Y 

( b ) If so, are the (iovcinment considering the desirability of re- 
newing the issue of licenses tor the manufuctuie of salt in the sali- 
ferous districts of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) During the quaiter ending with' 
December, 1922, the average retail price of salt in Bengal was 11 seers 
8 chittaks per rupee. The price was less than in any of the preceding 
six quarters. 

(h) If the question refers to the manufacture of salt in small quan- 
tities for domestic consumption the answer is in the negative. 


Receipts and expenses under revenue head XIII. 

l 

153. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the DejKiitment of Irrigation be pleased to 
state what steps, if any, are being taken — 

(t) to curtail the working excuses of irrigation, navigation, 
embankments and drainage works for which capital accounts 
are kept ; and 

(it) to improve the receipts under revenue head XIII ? 
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MEMBER in eharg* of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION <th§ 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (t) Only necessary 
expenses are incurred. 

(ii) Irrigation rates are being raised gradually and it is proposed to 
raise navigation rates. 

Inooftvovtionoe of passengers at Dhakaria station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway (Southern Section). 

154. Rai PANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) aware of the facts — 

( i ) that the passengers, socially those travelling daily, to and from 
Dhakaria station, on the southern section of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway, suffer great inconveniences in connection 
with the timings, sj)eed and accommodation of the train 
service; and 

(«) that repeated appals to the railway authorities have been 
made in vain by the public for the redress of the grievances? 

(b) Will the Ilon’hle the Minister he pleased to state whether any 
representation has been received from the Dhakaria public on the 
subject P 

(o) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the railway authorities to the matter? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) This Government cannot interfere with the internal manage- 
ment of the Railway which is under the control of the Government of 
India and not of the local Government. The local Government is, 
however, drawing the attention of the Railway Company to the com- 
plaints now made. 


Tramways strike. 

1M. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon'ble the lumber 

in charge of t{ie Department of Commerce be pleased to state— 

(?) what steps, if any, have the Government taken, or propose to 
take, for the purpose of terminating the tramways strike 
in Calcutta; and 

(ii) whether it is the intention of Government to refer the subject- 
matter of the tramway dispute to a conciliation board 
appointed by Government? 



QUESTIONS. 


219 


1929:1 


The Hon* We Mr. J. DONALD: (i) and (ii) The member is referred 
to the communique issued by Government and published in the news* 
papers cm the 6th January, 1923. 


Proposed subdivision in Midnapore with headquarters at HiJIi. 

156. Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
Government intend to have a new subdivision in the district of Midna* 
pore with its headquarters at Hijli P 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. 8tephen$on): The creation of a new subdivision with head- 
quarters at Hijli is part of the scheme which has been postponed. 
It is not proposed to open the subdivision at present. 

Jails and jail gardens. 

157. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will tin Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) Ik? pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of ordinary prisoners in Bengal jails, jail by jail; 

(?'?') the quantity of garden lands attached to each jail; 

(???) the quantity of lands in which vegetables were grown during 
t lie last 12 months; 

(?Y) the actual quantity of vegetables produced during the last 
12 months; 

(?’) the quantity of vegetables consumed daily during the last 12 
months in each jail ; and 

(?*?) what is the quantity of vegetables purchased for each ordinary 
prisoner per diem in each jail? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE TRAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (?) The number of prisoners 

in jails varies from day to day. A statement showing the numl>er of 
prisoners on the 1st January, 1923, is placed on the Library table. 

(ii) to (vi) The information is not available and the labour involved 
in compiling the statistics is not commensurate with the value of the 
results. 


Deforesting areas near about the shrines of Chandrsnath and 
Shombhunath in Chittagong. 

156. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Retenue (Forests) aware that 
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the Panchakrosh in Sitakunda, and especially the hills near the shrine# 
of Ckandranatk and Shombhunath, in Chittagong, are held very sacred 
by the Hindus and the Buddhists? 

( b) Are the Government considering the desirability of releasing 
the same or such specified portions thereof as may be consistent with 
the religious ideas of the people fiom the reserve forests P 

The Hon* Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. An area of 808 acres of the forest round the shrines in 
Sitakunda has already been excluded from the reserve and thrown open 
to the public in order that pilgrims and others resorting to the shrines 
may not be lmmjK*red in any way in their religious observances. 

Pabna and Tippera Agricultural farms. 

159. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the ITon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what prac tical steps, if any, have been taken by the 
Tippera and Palma Agricultural (arms for the improvement of food- 
grains and the agricultural produce o( the districts since their estab- 
lishment and what results have lieen obtained? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is relened to the Annual Reports of the 
Tipjiera and Pabna District Karins for the year 1921-22, which will be 
published shortly. 

Mosquitoes in Pabna. 

160. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there has been an abnormal increase of mosquitoes ill the area 
affected by the recent floods in the district of Pabna? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the mutter by the Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Rajshahi division, and of taking steps for its remedy? 

TIM Hon’ Me 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and ( b ) 

The Minister has no information, but inquiries are being made by the 
Director of Public Health. 

Teaehing cultivators improved methods of cultivation, 

161. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
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pleaded to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the authorities 
of the Pabna and other agricultural farms in Bengal to enlighten the 
cultivators as to the results obtained at these farms P 

(b) If no steps have yet been taken in this direction, are the Gov- 
ernment considering the desirability of issuing necessary instructions 
at an early date to district agricultural officers of this Presidency to 
take such steps? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALt CHAUDHURI, 
Khtfl Bahadur: (a) The results obtained at the farms are demonstrated 
to the cultivators through the demonstrators employed by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and also by exhibitions at the farms when these 
can he arranged at a reasonable cost ; the prevailing financial stringency 
affects this work considerably. 

(b) This does not arise. 


Tramways strike. 

162. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon'ble the 
Member in chaige of the Department of ('ommerce Ih* pleased to state 
whether he is aware that ]>eople have been put to great inconvenience 
owing to the ('alcuttn Tramways strike? 

(b) What steps have been taken up to date for the settlement of 
this strike? 

(r) Are the Government going to api>oint an arbitration board for 
the purpose and if so, when? 

(d) If the answer to (r) above is in the negative, what step do 
the Government piojMxse to take foi the settlement of the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (r) The meml>er is referred to t lie comvntniqm ' issued by 
Government and published in the newspajiei's on the 6th .1 unitary, 1923. 

(d) Beyond providing adequate police protection in the interests 
of law and older, Government do not propose to interfere. 


Date-sugar industry in Pabna and Tippers. 

• 163. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Ilon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that there are a large number of date-palms in the districts of 
Pabna and Tippera? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of training the 
people of these districts through experts to utilize such trees for the 
manufacture of sugar? 
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The Hon’We the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(h) An investigation into the date-sugar industry 4a already a 
regular item in the programme of the Government Agricultural Chemist. 
A survey of available resources and of methods was contemplated far 
the present season but has had to be abandoned on account of the 
financial position. 


Village dispensaries in Pabna. 

164. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the total numbers of private, public, aided and unaided village 
dispensaries in the district of Pabna during the last five 
years ; 

(if) the number of them which are charitable; and 

(in) the total amount of contribution made bv the district or local 
boards in aid of the dispensaries or hospitals in the district 
during each of the said years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) to (ni) A 
reference is invited to Statement If in the Reports on Hospitals and 
DisiKMisaries, copies of which are laid on the Library table. 

Government have no information regarding unaided dispensaries. 


Pasture lands and breeding bulls in Pabna and Tippera. 

165. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps have been or are being taken by the Gov- 
ernment und the ha ul authorities for the provision of — 

(?) public pasture grounds, and * 

(ti) public bulls for breeding purposes, 
in the districts of Tippera and Raima? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (0 Cattle Survey Report, Bengal (1912), contains 
some suggestions. This department is not aware that any steps have 
been token or that such are possible. 

(ti) A Government stud bull has been provided at the Pabna Farm 
for service to the public free of charge. At Brahmanbaria a stud bull 
is maintained by the Wards Estate. It is already under contempla- 
tion to provide a breeding bull at each farm as soon as suitable animals 
Ore available from the Rangpur Cattle Farm. 
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Batwam fees amt lantHonfe’ fees in Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera. 

106. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state— 

(t) what was the amount realized as batwam fees in the districts 
of Pabna, Tippcra and Noakhali each year during the last 
five years; and 

(«) what was the amount of landlords’ fees deposited in the 
Pabna Collectorate each year during the last 10 years and 
what was the amount that lapsed each year during the 
said period? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: ( i ) and (i7) The labour involved in obtaining" informa- 
tion about the amount of bat warn fees realized and the amount of land- 
lords’ fees lapsed is incommensurate with its value. As regards 
landlords’ fees deposited, the member is referred to the Annual Land 
Revenue Administration Reports. 


District Agricultural Officer, Pabna. 

187. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will fhe Rou ble Me 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

( i ) what are the qualifications of the present District Agricul- 
tural Officer of Pabna; 

(tV) what special training, if any, did that officer receive; 

(iii) what is his pay; and 

( iv ) what is the monthly average of his travelling allowance P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) and lit) The District Agricultural Officer, Pabna, 
has read up to the I. A. Standard of the Calcutta University and passed 
the Final Examination of the Sabour Agricultural College. 

(iii) Rs. 105. 

(it;) Rs. 100. 


Grievances of passengers on the AssantBengaJ Railway. 

IBS, SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch, aware of the grievances of the '3rd class passengers on the 
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Assam-Bengal Bail way, especially between Laksham Sanction and 
Brahmanbaria on account of the insufficient number of carriages for the 
said passengers? 

(h) If so, what measures, if any, have been token by the Govern- 
ment in this matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Medical practitioners in Pabna. 

169. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state the total number of Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
attached to (a) hospitals, and (b) practising privately within the Sadar 
and Sirajganj 'Hulxlivisions, respectively, of the district of Pabna* 
during the years 1918, 1919, 1920 and 1921? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Two Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons attached to the Sadar Hospital and two Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons and one Civil Assistant Surgeon attached to hospitals in 
Sirajganj subdivision. 

(I>) Government have no information as to the number of private 
practitioners. 


Inconvenience of passengers at the ticket windows at Howrah, 

Sealdah and Naihati. 

* 

170. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Detriment of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
aware of the inconvenience put to at the ticket windows at the time of 
purchasing tickets at llowrah station on the East Indian Railway 
and Sealdah and Naihati stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that these ticket windows are opened a few minutes 
only before the arrival and departure of trains and there is a tremendous 
rush for ticket ajat the ticket windows at these stations? 

te) Are the Government considering the desirability V>f drawing 
the attention of the Agents of the Eastern Bengal Railway and East 
Indian Railway to this and of asking them to see that the 3rd class 
booking offices of these and other big stations remain open during day 
night and that tickets for 3rd class passengers are available at any 
timeP 
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TW Htft’M* the Nawnb 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

( b ) Government have no information. 

(c) The attention of the Agents, Eastern Bengal and East Indian 
Railways, is being drawn to the matter. 


Bengali publications proscribed by the Government of Bengal. 

171. Bflfcu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement giving a list of the Bengali 
publications proscribed by Government during the last 12 years stating 
the reasons for proscription in each instance? 

(b) Have the authors or publishers of the proscribed lw>oks been 
informed of the objectionable passages and allowed to rewiite them? 

(c) In the ease of proscribed dramas were their authors, publishers 
or the managers of theatres who used to stage them informed what 
corrections were needed in the manner of their presentation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

(b) and (c) No. 


Pay and allowances of officers in Pabna. 

172. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) the total amount that was sjx'iit in each of the years 11)20-21, 
1921-22, and 1922-23 (up to date) over “ travelling allow- 
ances,” “ halting charges,” and ” mileage ” ol the various 
officers under the Government of Bengal in the district of 
Pabna ; and 

(it) the proportion that the amount referred to above bears to the 
amount spent over their “ salaries,” “ personal allowances,” 
and “ house allowances ” ? 

Tbe HenflMe Mr. 4. DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is altogether disproportionate to its value, and 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 
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173. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether anything has been decided on the subject of oentralieation of 
the administration of the Customs Department on which views from 
various public bodies were invited by the Government of Bengal, Finance 
Department (Separate Revenue Branch)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J, DONALD: No. The matter is under the 

consideration of the Government of India. 

Indian Educational Service. 

174. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last three years, 
the number of appointments made to the Indian Educational Service, 
in Bengal by — 

(i) recruitment in England; 

(it) direct nomination in India; and 

(Hi) promotion of Indian officers of the Provincial Educational 
Service P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
further resolution about the selection committee, referred to by the 
Hon’ble the Minister in answer to starred question No. XII put by 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy on flu* 21st November, 1921, was issued? 

(c) Will the non’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the 
said resolution on the table? 

4 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) and (r) The further resolution was “issued on the 8th February, 
1922. A copy is laid on the Library table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 174 , thaw- 
ing, year by year , the number of appointments made to the Indian 
Educational Service in Bengal during the last three years . 

Men’s Branch. 

(t) By recruitment in England: 1920 — Nil; 1921 — 1; 1922 — Nil. 
(it) By direct nomination in India: 1920 — 1; 1921 — -Nil; 1922 — 1. 
(Hi) Bv promotion of Indian officers of the Bengal Educational 
Service: 1920—1; 1921—14; 1922— Nil. 
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(i) By recruitment in England: 1920, 1921, 1922— Nil. 

(u) By direct nomination in India: 1920, 1921 — Nil; 1922 — 1 (This 
nominee was holding a permanent appointment in the Edu- 
cation Department on special rate of pay outside the educa- 
tional services). 

(in) By promotion of Indian officers of the Bengal Educational 
Service: 1920, 1921, 1922— Nil. 

Railway Advisory Committee for Bengal. 

175. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 47 of the 20th November last, 
will the Hon’ble the Meml>er in charge of the Department of Commerce 
be pleased to state whether the Government, have decided to form a 
local Railway Advisory Committee for Bengal? 

( b ) If so, has the jxwsonnel of the Committee been decided upon? 

(r) If the answer to ( h) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the names of the members? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) to (c) The Government of India 
have already approved of the principle of local Railway Advisory Com- 
mittees, and the Government of Bengal are still in consultation with the 
Railway Administrations and Railway Board regarding the constitu- 
tion and i>ersoiinel of the committees. 

8ugaroane and Cotton cultivation. 

176. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the IX*part merit of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what practical steps, if any, have been taken or are 
being taken for the spread of sugarcane and cotton cultivation in the 
several districts of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to pages 5 and 9 of the Annual 
Report of the Agricultural Department for 192J-22, which will be 
published shortly. 

Reoeipts from Stamps in Pabna due to new 8 tamp and Court- 
fee laws. 

177. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
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what the actual increa.se in receipts is from judicial and non-judicial 
stamps in the district of Palma for the months during which the Stamp 
Amendment and Court-fees Acts have been in force ? 

The Hotfr’Me Mr. J. DONALD: The labour involved in the collection 
of this information is altogether disproportionate to its value, and 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 


Stamp revenue in Pabna from the new taxes. 

17$. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ1 Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the revenue derived in the district of 
Pabna from the three new taxes with comparative figures of the pre- 
vious year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is altogether disproportionate to its value, and 
Government are not prepared to undertake it. 


Chaukidari fines and rewards. 

179. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the amount of fines realized from chuukidars and dafadars of 
the Rukurganj distiict during the last two years; 

(it) the amount from such fines sjH*nt for rewards to the cliauki- 
durs and dafadars; 

(iii) the total amount of fine# remaining unspent till 1922; 

(iv) whether such fines nre^sjient mi any heads other than rewards 

to chuukidars and dafadars; 

(v) if so, on what authority is such .expenditure made; and 

(vi) if the fines me not spent on any other heads the reason for not 

increasing the rate of rewards? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Han’Ma 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : (i) Amount of fines realized: 1920 — 

Us. 1 0,475-1-0 < 1921— Ks. 7,427-11-0. 

(it) Amount paid in rewards: 1920 — Rs. 5,350-6-3; 1921 — 

lls. 9,226-8-0. 

(Hi) The balance at the end of 1921 was Rs. 9,279-10-11. The 
figures for 1922 are not yet available. 

(iv) No. 
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( v ) Does not arise. 

(n) Rule 189 of the Chaukidnri Manual governs the rate of rewards 
to be given ; the District Magistrate has, under that rule, full discretion in 
prescribing the scale of cash le wards for his district. 


Bengal Judicial Service. 

180. Maulvi HAM1D-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon'hlo the 
Member in chaige of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 

(?) when the new rules for the Bengal Judicial Service, which have 
been drafted b\ the llon’ble the High Court in accoi dance 
with the recommendations of the Public Services Comnus- 
sion, aie expected to be published ; 
in) whether they weie approv'd by the ( iovernmeut of India; and 
(in ) w hen they aie going to be put into force? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): The revised rules will be published after they 
have been examined in the light of the Retrenchment Committee’s 
rei ommendations. No definite date can he given. 


Scheme of training male nurses. 

181. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: \<i) Has 
t lie attention of the llon’ble the Minister m chaige of tin* Department 
oi Jaxal Self-t io\enimcnt been diawn to the scheme of training male 
nurses nut lated by thedistnct boanl of Birbhum? 

< b ) If so, aie the (iouunment considering tin* desirability of sug- 
gesting to the other distnct hoards of Bengal a similai couise of action 
for tiainmg male nurses? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Yes. 

(b) The Minister thinks it desirable that the experiment which is 
being made m Bubhum should be watched tor a time before steps are 
taken for its extension. 


Commercial and technical schools. 

182. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the proposed commercial and 
technical schools are going to he opened at Chinsurah, Raniganj, 
Asanaol, Krishnagar and Chittagong? 


10 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is refened to the answer given to un starred 
question No. 151 put by Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri at this meeting. 


Examination of officials and non-officials by the Retrenchment 
Committee. 

183. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment of Finance be pleased to state — 
(?) how many officials and how mans non-officials have been 
examined by the Retrenchment Committee, Bengal, up to 
date ; 

(??) what sum has been spent bv the Government for the purposes 
of the Retrenchment Committee up to October last; and 

(???) what amount, if an\, has been drawn b\ the witnesses as travel- 
ling allowance or otheiwise? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (?) The proceedings of the Retrench- 
ment Committee are confidential and Government have no information. 

(?7) Rs. 7,020-12-4. 

(???) Rs. 132-5-0. 


Inconvenience to passengers at Howrah railway station. 

184. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’hle the Minister m eluuge of the Depaitment of Public 
Works be(»u drawn to the ineon\ enienee caused to the passengers at 
the Howrah iail\\a\ station of the East Indian Railway Company on 
account of the enclosure set up there and other measures adopted by 
the Railway Com pain ? 

(b) If so. have the Government taken any steps to lemove the same? 

(c) If 4io steps in this direction have yet been taken, are the 
Government considering the desirability of having the same removed 
or at least minimised ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (??) to (y) Reference is invited to the reply given to 
unstaried question No, 12 asked by Babu Devi l’rosad Shaitan at the last 
session of the Council. The attention of the Agent, East. Indian Rail- 
way, and the Railway Board has boon drawn to the matter. 
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Charges of corruption against Subdivisiona! Officer of Khulna. 


185. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a taet that senous charges of corruption w ere made to the 
Government by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the district board, 
the Chairman of the local board and other respectable citizens of Khulna 
against Babu Nairn Gopal Chaki, Subdivisional Officer, Khulna? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, arc the Government 
taking or promise to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) An inquiry was held by a Commission consisting of one District 
Magistrate ami one District .fudge. The rej>ort is now under the 
consideration of Government. 


Provident fund for teachers. 

186. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister m charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
what progiess ha* been made m the scheme for the sanctioning of a 
Cro\ eminent giant to pm\ idenf fund for teachers of aided and unaided 
schools ? 

(b) If the scheme is ready, will the Ilon’ble the Minister lie pleased 
to la\ it on the table ? 

{r) Has an estimate of the sum lequired foi this purjrose been made? 

(d) When is it proposed to give effect to the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The scheme is in abeyance for 
lack of necessary funds. 

(b) to (d) The question does not arise. 


Nomination of Rai Syama Charan Bhattacharjee Bahadur as 
Commissioner of Bhatpara municipality. 

187. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to question No. 192 asked by me at the meeting of this 
Council on the 30th August, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether 

16 a 
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the instructions issued with circular Nos. 340 — 343M. of the Local Self- 
Government Department have been followed in the nomination of Rai 
Syarrm ('Imran Bhattacharjee Bahadur as a Commissioner of the 
Bhatpara municipality ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Minister lie pleased 1o state, whether no suitable residents were avail- 
able in the Bhatpara municipality for nomination ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is also in the affirmative will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reason** for nominating a person 
who is not a resident of the municipality? 


The Hon’ble Sir SUREN DR A NATH BANERJEA: (a) The appoint- 
menf was not in stiiet conformity with the instructions issued in Gov- 
ernment circular Nos. 310 — 313M., dated the 20th .January, 1022. 

(b) The Minister has no reason to supjK>se that there were no resi- 
dents suitable for nomination. 

(r) Rai Bahadur S. (\ Bhattacharjee has been Vice-Chairman of the 
Bhatpara municipality for iiiiuix year**. lie lives neat the municipality 
in Naihati. The Commissioners of the old board passed an unanimous 
resolution desning that he should be appointed on the new hoard, since 
his experience was likely to pro\e most valuable in connection with the 
new sewerage and water suppiv schemes.’ In these circumstances the 
Minister felt justified in drpaitmg to some extent hum the circular 
orders referred to. 


Financial help to indigenous industrial concerns. 

188. Babu BROJENDRA *KISH0R RAY CHAUDHURI : Will 

the H on’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries he pleased to lay on the tafyle a statement showing, for 
each of the last ten veins- — 

(?) the number of applications received from proprietors of indigen- 
ous industrial concerns for financial help; and 
(ii) the nature and amount of such help, if any, given in each 
instance? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (r) A statement is laid on the table. 

(??) The member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 45(6) asked bv Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan in the November session 
of the Council. Pending legislation no grants have been made. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (?) of unstarred question 
Ao. 188 , showing the number of applications for grant of financial 
help to tndigntuus industrial concern*. 


1913—1920 


.. Nil 

1921 


... G 

1922 


12 


Total 

IS 


Refunds of securities to owners of newspapers. 

189. Babu BROJENDRA KfSHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the Ilon’ble tin 1 Member in charge ol the Political Department be 
pleased to 1 a \ on the table a .statement showing the refunds of securities 
made to owners oi new paper s mikt the lepeal of the Press Act? 

(b) Is there an\ newspaper m w ho-e ease the letund of its security 
lias not \ et heen made ? 

(c) If the answer to ( b \ is ni the aflii mat i\c, will the Hon’hlc the 
Memlrer he pleased to state the reasons for this'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (r) The only informa- 
tion readilv available is that no applications for lefunds of securities have 
heen refused since the re]>eal of the Press Act. 


Discharge of septic tank effluents into the Canges. 

190. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Has 

the attention of the II on’hle tin 1 Minister in chaise of the Department 
of I iOeal Self-Govei muent heen diawn to the Annual Rejxnt, jeee ni 1 y 
puhlislied, of the woik of the Ilookwmm Research Lahoiatorv of the 
Taleutta School of Tropical Medium*, in whieh it is recommended that 
the effluents of the septic tank latnnes should not he used as manures 
until previous examination has shown that the tank is of su eh construc- 
tion that the development of ihe Hookworm ova therein is inhibited? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of ascertain- 
ing whether it is not possible that, without such previous examination 
of septic tanks, the discharge of tln^ir effluents into the Ganges may be 
prejudicial to public health? 

The Hon ’hie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 

is in the affirmative. 
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(b) Apart from the investigation made by Dr. Me Vail systematic 
chemical and bacteriological examinations are being made in respect 
of septic tank effluents, with the view of obtaining exact information 
in regard to their character; and learning whether or not they have 
been properly sterilized. The information available at present does 
not indicate that the effluents discharged into the Hooghly are a 
source of Hookworm infection. 


Publicity Department. 

191. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount that is spent every month on the Publicity Depart- 
ment; and 

(it) the pay of the officers of that department? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: (t) The average expendi- 
ture of the department up to date has been about Its. 3,000 a month. 

(i/) The pay of the Assistant Publicity Officer is Rs. 900 per men- 
sem, and the duty allowance of Mr. .1, N. Roy for supervising publicity 
work is Its. 250 per mensem. 


Water scaroity in Dacca division 

192. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: { n) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, 
the number of tanks and weHs excavated and re-excavated during the 
last water scarcity prevailing in the Dacca division by the — 

(7) district boards; 

(2) local boards; and 

(3) union boards ? 

(5). Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the amount that was sanctioned by the Government for the 
above purpose ; and * 

(ii) the amount that was actually spent? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, the amount that has been sanc- 
tioned for excavating and re-excavating tanks and wells in the Dacca % 
division, during the next cold weather, for the supply of drinking water 
to the villages? 
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The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 

containing the information as far as available is laid on the Library 
table. 

Scarcity of drinking water in Dacca and Mymenstngh districts. 

193. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Depaitmeut of Local Self-Government aware that in 
the months of March, A {nil, anil May last, when there was scarcity of 
drinking water, people of many interior villages in the districts of 
Dacca and Mvmensingh had occasionally to buy their daily require- 
ments of drinking water? 

(b) Will the ITon’blo the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, were taken by the district and local boards concerned tiralleviute 
the sufferings of the people during the said months of March', April and 
May last? 

(r) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
district and local hoards submitted any report on the subject? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the 
table copies of those reports? 

(e) What action, if any, was taken by the Hon’ble the Minister to 
provide for drinking water in the affected areas in the districts of Dacca 
and Mvmensingh? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. The 

district boards concerned are not aware of any such cases. 

(h) Four tanks and 54 wells were excavated by the Dacca district 
hoard during the year 1921-22. The Mvmensingh district board com-, 
pleted the construction of 22 masonry wells, 2 ring wells and 1 tiled 
well. Sixty-five w^ells and 3 tanks are also in progress. The Jamalpur 
local board constructed 12 ring wells, Kishoreganj 1 masonry well and 
1 ring well, Netrakona local hoard 15 ring wells and Tangail sank 20 
ring w’ells and 5 tiled wells. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) The Minister is convening a conference in March to discuss the 
question of rural water-supply. 


Dehousing of Indian workmen in Kidderpore. 


194. Dr. HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
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pleased to state whether it is a fart that a large number of Indian work- 
men have been dehoused on account of the operations of the Improvement 
Trust in the Kidderpore area? 

(b) Is it correct that a large percentage of these workmen are 
Moslem employees of the docks, mills and river-craft of the locality? 

(r) Is it also a fact that land has been acquired bv the “ Trust ” 
in other instances to provide accommodation to the population dehoused 
on account of the operations of the Calcutta Improvement Trust in other 
areas ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps for providing accommodation in the neighbouring localities to 
the dehoused population of the Kidderpore area? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that large areas of suitable 
and cheap land are available in Behala within an easy distance of the 
place of employment of the population referred to? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The total 
number of Indian workmen displaced by the Trust’s oj>orations in the 
Kidderpore area is about 400. 

(b) Of the above, 237 are Muhammadans of whom To are lascars 
who work in the docks and river-craft. Of the remainder, about 125 
are menials working in the Fort or in the Oommissai iat Depot at 
Hastings, and the balance are employed as butchers in the Orphanganj 
market and in the local bazars. 

(r) Yes. The Trust acquired land in Wards Institution Lane in 
1912 for the erection of model dwellings for this class of the population 
who had been or would be displaced by tile Trust’s operations. As, 
however, there was no demand for accommodation from the labouring 
class who prefer to take their compensation and make their own arrange- 
ments, the Board had to remove all restrictions as to the class of tenants 
and let the rooms irrespective of whether* the applicants for accommo- 
dation had been displaced by their oj>erations or not. 

The Bourd also acquired an area of about 4 bighas in July, 1921, in 
Manicktolla' for the purpose of letting out plots to bustce dwellers for 
the erection of huts. Up to the present no plot has been let. 

(d) No. ‘ 

(f) Yes, but Government are informed that the working classes have 
preferred so far to erect their own huts on rented land rather than to 
occupy dwellings constructed by the Trust, who are unable, after acquir- 
ing land and constructing suitable dwellings, to let them at rates, which 
can compete with the cost of huts constructed by workmen on bustee 
land. 
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195. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will the Hou’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(?) what steps, if any, have been taken by Government to give 
effect to what is popularly known as the M Subhauknri Irri- 
gation Scheme ” in the subdivision of Vishmipur (district 
Bankura) ; and 

(it) whether the Government are making any provision in the next 
budget in connection with the aajid sell ernes ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN" (i) No steps have been taken by Government. 

(it) No. 


Government recognition of charitable societies. 

196. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is necessary for a charitable dispensary to get Gov- 
ernment recognition before it can ask for aid ftom the district 
fund and for a supply of quinine for distribution to the poor; 
and 

(??’) what are the rules for recognition of charitable dispensaries by 
the Government and where are they to be found ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay a copy of them 
on the table ? 

(c) Why is it necessary for charitable dispensaries to get Govern- 
ment recognition to secure aid from the district boards ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 
rules for recognition of charitable dispensaries and of empowering the 
district boards to grant such recognition in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (?) Yes; 
vide Dispensary Rule 3(?i). 

(a) (h) and (b) A copy of the rules is laid on the Library table. 

(c) and (d) A reference is invited to sections 71 and 138(A), Local 
Self-Government Act. Government do not propose to revise the rules 
in the manner suggested. . ^ 
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197. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
introducing competitive examinations for recruitment to the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) like the competitive examina- 
tion for the Bengal Civil Service (Executive); and 
(it) if the answer to (?) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member l>e pleased to state whether the reason is that Gov- 
ernment want to maintain a mode of recruitment for the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) different from that of the 
Bengal Civil Service (Executive)? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (?) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(??) The answer is in the negative. 


Appointment of Honorary Magistrates. 

198. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 
(?) how honorary magistrates are appointed in Bengal outside 
Calcutta ; 

(it) on whose recommendations are the appointments made; 

(???) under what statutory or other authority are the appointments 
of honorary magistrates made; 

(iv) on what principles are the.se selections made; and 
(??) whether it is a fact that a confidential inquiry is made by the 
Criminal Investigation Department as to the antecedents of 
any candidate, before ho is appointed as an honorary 
magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (t) Honorary magistrates in 
the mufassul are appointed on the nomination of District Magistrates 
for a term of three years. 

(it) The Divisional Commissioner. 

(tii) Sections 14 and 15 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

(tr) Selections are made from amongst those who are considered 
suitable on account of their education, social position and 
readiness t% devote a portion of their time to public work. 
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( v ) Government have no information as to the means of inquiry 
adopted by the District Magistrates to ascertain the suitability or other- 
wise of the persons available for such duties. Probably the practice 
varies in individual cases. 

Maximum number of votes for election to local boards, 

199. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a minimum number of votes is required in the case of the 
election of a member of a local board; 

(n) that even when there is no contest in the case of a local board 
election, this irreducible minimum cannot he dispensed with; 
and 

(in) that no such minimum number of votes is necessary for elec- 
tion as a municipal commissioner when such election is not 
contested ? 

(b) Will the ITon’ble the Minister he pleased to state the reasons 
for this differential treatment in the matter of election to a local board 
and to a municipality P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of doing away 
with thi* minimum number of votes required in tin* case of the election 
of members of a local hoard when such elections are not contested?' 

(d) Will the ITon’hle the Minister he pleased to state what section 
of Bengal Act III of 1885 makes it obligatory to have a minimum number 
of votes for election to a local boaid ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) ( i ) Under 
rule 43B of the local board election rules — where an election is con- 
tested — at least 10 per cent, of the registered voters in a thana must 
record their votes. 

(it) No, this is not the case (vide rule 40 as amended on 25th 
February, 1919). 

(m) This is correct, hut in this respect the rules for local board 
elections do not differ from those regulating municijial elections. 

(b) Iu the case of local board elections a provision like this is found 
to be a salutary one. In a small area like a municipal town, it may be 
taken that the voters know all al>out the candidates and that their 
absence may be taken as an indication that the voters acquiesce in the 
election of such candidates. Such is not, however, the case when a local 
board election is concerned. 

(c) The question is based on a misunderstanding and does not arise 
(vide rule 40). 
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( d ) The rule referred to under (a) ( i ) was made under section 138(a) 
of the Local Self-Government Act. 

Decrease of work of stipendiary magistrates in Pabna. 

200. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Is the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is a 
dearth of work in the district of Pabna, the increase, if any, being in 
petty cases only? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the number of stipendiary magistrates in the Pabna district? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No, but there has been 
same falling off in the number of criminal cases in the district of Pabna. 
(b) No. 


Charitable dispensaries in Pabna and Tippera. 

201. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Locul SeltVGovernment be 
pleased to state — 

(/) the actual number of existing charitable dispensaries in the 
districts of Pabna and Tippera; 

(tt) what steps have been taken to establish a larger number of 
such dis|x»nsaries for the convenience of the public during 
the last ten years; and 

(nt) what pro|K>rtion does that number bear to the area and popu- 
lation of those districts? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (t) Pabna 
district — lt>; Tippera district — 33. 

(ii) Reference is invited to the reply given to a similar question 
asked by llubu Jogendra Nath Roy on the 21st February, 1921. A 
copy of Government’s Circular No. 114 — lSt* Medl., dated the 5th June, 
1922, is laid on the Library table. 

(m) Reference is invited to the Census Report and the District 
Gazetteers. . 


Political prisoners in Pabna Jail. 

202. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) Ik* pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the daily average of the number of political prisoners in the 
Pabna jail, month by month, from November, 1921, to 31st 
December, 1922; and 
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(tt) the number of such prisoners punished in each of the said 
months with one or more of the following punishments: — 

(a) imprisonment under section 52 of the Prisons Act, 

(b) whipping, 

(c) bar fetters, 

(d) hand-cutting behind or to a staple, 

(r) separate cellular or solitary confinement, 
if) hand-cutting and link fetters, 

(g) gunny clothing, and 

( h ) penal diet, 

and for what offences in each case? 

The Hon’We Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (0 and (n) The informa- 
tion is not available and the labour involved in compiling the statistics 
is not commensurate with the results. 


Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 

203. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the ITon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state — 

(i) when did the Retrenchment rommittee presided over by 

Sir It. N. Mukharji commence its sittings; 

(77) how many witnesses have been examined by this Committee; 
(in) what are the names of such witnesses; 

(?Y) what are the dates of their examination; 

(?0 how many written statements or memoranda have been received 
by this Committee ; 

( 7 * 7 ) what are the names of the public bodies or private person** from 
whom those memoranda and statements were received; 
(rii) what are the dates of the receipt of those memoranda and 
statements ; 

( viii ) how many sittings did this Committee hold up to date; 

(ii) what has been the expenditure incurred on this Committee up 
to date ; and 

(j) when is this Committee likely to finish its labours and to submit 

its report? 

The HOfl’We Mr. J. DONALD: (7) to (nii) The proceedings of the 
Committee were confidential and Government have no information on 
these points. 

(ut) Rs. 16,741-11-6 up to the 15th January', 1923. 

(x) The Committee has submitted the report to Government. 
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204. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUt HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken, especially since 
the establishment of the Pabna Agricultural Farm, to improve the 
breed and number of cattle in the Pabna district? 

The Hom’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A stud bull has been placed at the Pabna Farm and its 
services are available to cow-keepers free of charge. 


Medical arrangements for tea garden coolies at certain 
rest-houses. 

205. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of lie venue (Emigration) be 
pleased to state: — 

(?) What medical arrangements are made by the forwarding agents 
of tea garden labourers at the rest-house, such as at Kharag- 
pur, Asansol, Purulia, Naihati, Amingaon, and Goalundo; 
and 

(ii) whether the Subdi visional Officers inspect the diet supplied to 
the coolies in these rest-houses? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (??) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member he pleased to state how many times the officers visited the 
rest-houses during the last year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ EMI- 
GRATION] (the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (?) The Tea Districts 
Labour Supply Association maintain rest-houses at Kharagpur, Asansol, 
Naihati and Goalundo. Any cases of sickness at these places are 
treated at the final hospitals, the Association bearing the cost of such 
treatment or subscribing towards the general maintenance of these 
institutions. 

At Goalundo a compounder is retained on the staff to deal with 
minor cases of sickness. 

Purulia is ..under the Government of Bihar and Orissa and Amingaon 
under the Assam Government. No information is available regarding 
the rest-houses in these places. 

(ii) The Subdivisionnl Officers do not as a rule inspect the diet sup- 
plied to the emigrants. This duty is performed by the Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Emigration concerned. 

(h) In view of the answer to (a) (ii) this question does not arise. 
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208. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: With 
reference to the reply given to unstarred question No. 12 put by me on 
the 23rd August, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to state— 

(i) when the local Committee was formed; 

(n) when the said Committee was asked to raise a jmrtion of the 
estimated cost by public subscription; and 

(m) how long it is since the Committee has reported its inability 
to raise any amount by public subscription ? 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (,) The Dis- 
trict Magistrate reports that at a public meeting held on the 14th March, 
1920, an Executive Committee was formed to carry through (In' Tangail 
water-works scheme, and a Finance Committee was formed on the 12th 
January, 1921, to raise public subscriptions. 

(ti) The member is referred to the reply given to his previous ques- 
tion in which it is stated that the Commissioner of the Division was 
informed aliout the financial proposals, and was asked to inquire wbat 
prospect there was of raising the local contribution. The Government 
letter addressed to the Commissioner is dated the 7th of April, 1922. 

(in) The reply given to the mem Iter’s previous question did not sny 
that the Committee had reported its inability to raise any amount by 
public subscription. Information was received from the local officers 
in the beginning of June last that the Committee had not been success- 
ful in raising the amount suggested by Government. 


Drains and drainage works. 

207. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: («) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the Dumber of natural drains in Bengal; and 

(ti) what drainage works have become urgently necessary? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
comprehensive scheme for the drainage works in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) ( i ) The labour involved in obtaining the informa- 
tion is incommensurate with its value. 

(it) The question does not arise. 

(h) There i* at present no such scheme in contemplation. 
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Report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 


208. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
when the report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee is likely to be 
ready ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, J, DONALD* The report has already been sub- 
mitted to Government and has been published. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

The Calcutta University. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It is with a sense of great 
diffidence that 1 rise to s|H*ak on these resolutions, because I feel that 
l have no pietension to speak with authority on University matters. 
I can only sfieak as an ordinary man in the street. 1 have this advan- 
tage that, as an onlooker, T hope, 1 can take a dispassionate view of 
the whole fight that has unfortunately been going on between the 
Calcutta University and t lie Bengal Government. The matter has 
aroused the deejiest interest and is still being discussed with the greatest 
heat in many a parlour. 

But dispassionate jM'Ople are already beginning ft) ask, how is it that 
the matter has not \et been settled? The difference of view does not 
seem to be, after all, very serious. It is admitted on all sides that 
neither the Government nor this Council has any right to interfere with 
the academic activities of the University.. T hope it is also conceded 
that the University, like any other public body, should keep its accounts 
according to the rules laid down by the Accountant-General. Any one 
who is not a partisan should regard these views as fair. Then, why 
quarrel about the details ? What, after all, is this fight about? Some 
conditions were suggested bv the TTon’ble the Minister for the finan- 
cial improvement of the University. It is not as if all the conditions, 
as such, were absolutely unexpected or repugnant to the University. 
As early as November. 11)21, eight months before this money was sanc- 
tioned by this Council, the Hon’ble the Minister clearly stated in a 
letter that help would be given under certain conditions and subject to 
certain contingencies. The University authorities knew of this letter, 
before they applied for funds in February, 1922. How can anyone then 
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say that the conditions were absolutely unexpected ? As for the condi- 
tions themselves, one of the strong supporters of the University author- 
ities, I think it was Dr. Hiralal Haidar, said on the 2nd December, 
1922, in that memorable Senate meeting — 

We are not obstructive in spirit and are not unwilling to do what we can 
to put our house in order. Of our own motion, we have, in the budget rules, 
adopted most of the suggestions of the Accountant-General. . . Then why keep 

up the strife any longer? 

I also join with him and ask — *“ Why keep up this strife any longer P M 

Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt, the young advocate of the University, also 
admitted yesterday that most of the conditions suggested by the Gov- 
ernment were good, nay, he went on to sny that some were very good, 
and had already been given effect to, but that they would not admit it. 
(Cries of: “ It is not so. M ) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): T must ask 
members not to interrupt the memlMT who is in possession of the 
House. He should be allowed to conclude his speech without any 
interruption. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 think Mr Ajoy Chunder Dutt 
did say so. I particularly noted this point. They would not admit a 
thing that they have done. This is a most strange mentality. Is it 
not like the petulance of a child? 1 am afraid Mr. Ajov Chunder Dutt 
has annihilated his cause by this confession. If you have accepted the 
conditions, where is the quarrel? It is said by some that the conditions 
have been iraj>osed at the point of the bayonet. Is that the whole truth P 
Mv reading of the situation seems different. We also want to think 
truly, to speak truly, to act truly. Truth is not confined to any parti- 
cular areas. Whatever my friend, Dr. Jafindra Nath Moitra, may say 
at the Senate meeting, it is well known to every one in this Council — 
at least to everyone who knows how resolutions are withdrawn and 
votes manipulated, that there was a strong feeling against the present 
managers of the University on account of the Council’s recommenda- 
tion regarding the appointment of a Financial Committee having been 
practically brushed aside. Though J have opposed the Minister several 
times, and though I mean to oppose him tooth and nail, if he tries to 
interfere with the academic autonomy of the University, I do say that 
had he not made that announcement that the University authorities had 
at last decided to submit their accounts, these Rs. 2 \ lakhs might not 
have been granted. I quite admit that the letter conveying the condi- 
tions has been tactless, I quite admit that some of the conditions were 
unnecessary, but is that reason why a committee should be appointed 
and vituperation indulged in a full-dressed debate? Would it not have 
been more dignified for the Senate to reply^ to the Secretary that some 
of the conditions had already been adopted and that the rest were 
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impracticable or impossible ? Would it not kave put the Minister in 
a false position ? Everyone agrees that with reference to the 60 per 
cent, of the deficits, the University authorities had no control. Both 
the Government and the University have found the non-co-operation 
movement a good target to hurl their abuses at; but what about the 
balance of 40 per cent.? Are they sure that they might not have pre- 
vented these? Bo they not now say — “ We shall retrench and live 
within our means?” This is just what had been asked. Then, where 
is the dispute? This Council cannot foment this quarrel any further. 
It has already degenerated into something like a personal squabble. 
The matter has gone too far. It is a standing disgrace to the fair name 
of Bengal and to her administrators that not one person has been found, 
who could rise above these dissensions and effect a compromise between 
the parties. I say, Sir, it does not speak well for the training of the 
Calcutta University that so many of her glorious sons, both in the 
Senate and in the Council have continued these unseemly bickerings. 
Let there l>e an end of all these. Let there be a peace conference, if 
I may use that term. Let all personal vanities be forgiven and for- 
gotten. The matter can be arranged in a very short time, if there is 
a will behind. There is no question of slavery, no one wants to fetter 
the activities of the University. If the University authorities, in their 
great and admirable zeal, have grille beyond their income, it is after 
all not a great fault of theirs. They had. every right to expect Govern- 
ment help. If, however, practical accountants have to remind them 
that this expectation was not justified either on account of the w T ant of 
symjmthy of the Government of India, or of the bankruptcy of the 
Bengal Government, there is nothing to l>e angry about. They have to 
curb their zeal for a time; that is all. We must all endeavour to put 
a stop to this quarrel, and then this money and more should Ik? forth- 
coming for the development of this great University. Neither the 
present authorities of the University nor the present Department of 
Education have a right to stifle the University, simply because they 
cannot make up their petty quarrels. , 

DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Mr. W. W. Hornell): 

When the letter which conveyed to the University the now notorious 
conditions was written, I was far away from here in the solitude of the 
Australian Bush. I merely mention this in passing, because I quite 
realize that is a matter of complete indifference to the members of this 
Council whether I was in Australia or Amsterdam — for even if I were 
in Amsterdam I had not gone there to speculate in guilders either on 
behalf of a bankrupt University or an impoverished Government. But 
at an rate I was not here, and consequently I was not in any way 
responsible for those conditions, and I feel no personal responsibility 
whatever towards them. Being in a position of this kind, feeling no 
responsibility and being able to say with the schoolboy — ** It is not 
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me, Sir, it is the other chap ” is, I must confess, a role of considerable 
fascination to a rapidly ageing servant of a {wist regime whose one 
prayer to Heaven is that he may be allowed to pass the rest of hia 
official life in peace and quietness in the undisturbed enjoyment of his 
exiguous emoluments. 

A feeling of joy at the discomfiture of one’s fellow-creatures, speci- 
ally if they happen to be one’s official superiors, is one of the most 
subtle forms of self-satisfaction, and I came to yesterday’s meeting 
expecting to derive a certain amount of mild enjoyment from the trounc- 
ing of my Minister, but so far as I could follow the debate, I was 
disappointed. The worst his most scathing critic could say of him was 
that he was the spiritual successor of Sir Mian Mahomed Shafi and 
Sir Sankaran Nair. 

Then again I had expected that the champions of the University 
would unmask the conditions in all their inherent tyranny. I 'had read 
the conditions, and had even heard them discussed privately and I am 
bound to confess that 1 had not Wen able to discover in them anything 
very sinister. On the contrary, Mr. l)utt, pleading with admirable 
lucidity, showed us that the University had really accepted the condi- 
tions and had indeed carried them out. Professor Mukherji’s sonorous 
I>eriods were unfortunately interrupted by the bell. Had it not been so, 
we might have heard why the conditions were objectionable, but we did 
not hear this. We heard instead his eloquent apical for the develojK 
ment of the University. He said that, though it might l>e counted an 
extravagance, it could scarcely l>e counted against the University as 
a sin, that it had developed facilities for the enlightenment of t he 
country. 

I have been an ei-afino memlier of the Senate and the Syndicate for 
10 years. 1 was a member of the Committee from whose report resulted 
the Post-graduate Department. I was also a member of the Uulcutta 
University Commission. 1 have sj>ent the best years of my life in 
educational work in Bengal. I do not claim that 1 have succeeded in 
anything, but 1 have tried to work in harmony with the University. I 
do not regret the years that I have sjK*nt here for all their strenuous 
ineffectiveness. But if anything could tempt me to do so, it is the 
lamentable relations which now obtain lietween the University of 
Calcutta on the one hand and the Ministry of Education and this Council 
on the other. The situation is extremely serious, more serious than 
is generally understood. If the University is to close down, if its 
working is to be thrown out of gear, the whole educational system of 
this Presidency will collapse. It seems to me, therefore, that we have 
come to a time when the truth of the proverb is illustrated u the least 
said, the sooner mended." 

The Hon’ble the Minister has suggested a round table conference. 
He has said that he was prepared to examine each of the conditions and 

17a 



248 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


[26th Jan. 


to insist upon nothing beyond his own personal assurance that the 
University will henceforth conduct its business on a sound footing. The 
champions of the University have assured the Council that the Univer- 
sity has already gone beyond the requirements of the Minister in the 
matter of financial safeguards. If that is so, I would say with Mr. Indu 
Bhushan Dutta — “ What in Heaven’s name are we wrangling about ?” 

Of course if the Ministry of Education is to the University as it were 
the spirit of evil and destruction, the spirit whose very gifts are poison- 
ous, there is nothing for it, I suppose, but to fight the matter to a 
finish. But those who regard such a course with complacency must, 
I think, ponder for a moment that there will he hundreds of thousands 
of boys who, while the fight is raging, are losing years which they will 
never recover. 

The attitude of the Minister being what he has expressed, it seems 
to me that the obvious course would be that these resolutions should be 
withdrawn (“ hear, hear ”), and that we should proceed to the next 
item of business. After all we are not discussing the reconstnictioh 
of the Calcutta University. The Calcutta University is a body corpo- 
rate created and fenced round by its Acts of Incorporation and by its 
own regulations. No jot or title of these Statutes can be altered 
without legislation undertaken in this Council. legislation is fore- 
shadowed — it is even now almost on top .of us, and 1 would ask the 
'Council in all seriousness, what earthly purpose, save the further con- 
fusing of issues, can be served, until we know what University Bills 
are going to be produced at this session — what earthly purpose can W 
served by creating more committees and convening more conferences? 
I have suggested that the obvious course would be to withdraw the 
resolutions. If, however, the movers of the resolutions cannot see 
their way to do that, at least, 4 let the Council have a chance of facing 
the straight issue which seems to me to be this: Is the considerable 
sum of money which has Wen voted by this Council to be paid to the 
University without any conditions whatever or should those conditions 
which have already Wen imposed be insisted upon? The purport of 
the resolutions which have Wen moved by Mr. Dutt and Professor 
Mukherji favour the first course, while Mr. Sarkar’s resolution favours 
the latter. If the resolutions cannot W withdrawn, let us have at least 
a straight vote on this issue and let us not confuse the issues by further 
recriminations* and by suggestions of conferences and committees which 
can lead at this juncture to no possible result whatever. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK" At the outset I would like 
to make it clear that I feel inclined to support the resolution of Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder Dutt. My position is exactly the same as was taken by one 
of the far-sighted administrators that ever set foot in India. I refer 
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to the beloved personality of the late Governor of Bengal, Lord Ronald- 
shay. In an address delivered at the Convocation of the Calcutta 
University in 1922, His Lordship was graciously pleased to observe — 

I am not disposed to deny that in a poor country there are obvious limits to 
the extent to which such studies can reasonably be financed by public funds. The 
Legislature will, I hope, be prepared to make some additional contribution towards 
the University in its present difficulties. But the Legislature itself with extremoly 
exiguous resources is faced with many urgent demands. 

The curtain over this question ought to have fallen here; but unfor- 
tunately it has not. 

It appears to me that both the Government and the Calcutta Univer- 
sity authorities have been pursuing a rather less important issue and 
at the same time losing sight of one of the most important problems, 
viz., the financial aspect of the question. Both the Government and 
the Calcutta University authorities ought to remember that there are 
millions of people in this province belonging to the most backward 
classes who, though contributing no less than Rs. (J or 7 crores, do not 
get perhaps one lakh of rupees even in return for the sum. Both the 
Government and the Calcutta University authorities ought to remember 
that primary education — a parallel in importance to which I cannot 
conceive — is not getting its proper share of attention owing to finan- 
cial stringency or otherwise. In the face of such a situation, is it not 
desirable that the Calcutta University should set a limit to its activities? 
1 am not one of those, Sir, who admits that everything is right with 
the University. But 1 say that, if there is anything wrong that should 
be remedied — not by imposing conditions for which there is no longer 
any necessity as a evident from the sjK'ech of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt — 
but by reconstructing the machinery of the Calcutta University in such 
a way so that the Muhammadans, the backward classes, and others can 
have their due and adequate share. 

With these few words, I support the resolution of Mr. Dutt. 


Maillvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think the postponement of 
the giving out of the grant of Rs. 2,50,000 which was voted for the 
Calcutta University, is an action w'hich the Hon’ble the Minister for 
Education has to account for. He has accounted for it by saying that, 
although no condition was laid at the time, yet he has, as Minister, to 
say that the money is to be si>ent properly and in a business-like manner. 
I regret that such an august body as the Calcutta University has to be 
taught in this matter just like the village schoolmaster as to whether 
he has spent the money properly or not. Sir, I say there is a great 
difference, as wide as the poles asunder, between the village school and 
the Calcutta University. The University is by this way going to lose 
its prestige; and sooner or later — if the grant is not given at the proper 
time — the prestige of the University will be gone. I submit that over 
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and above Rs. 2,50,000 which the Council was pleased to vote for the 
University last year — though unfortunately that money has not yeti 
been made over to the University — a further sum of Rs. 2,50,000 should 
be provided for in the current year’s budget. I am sorry that now 
after haggling for one year the surne thing is going to be repeated this 
year. When the grant of Rs. 2,50,000 was contemplated to be given 
and the Council voted the grant, the Ilon’ble the Minister only Aid that 
there was a considerable feeling at the time that the Universrey was 
not revealing its financial condition. The University revealed its finan- 
cial condition soon after and even then this grant of Rs. 2,50,000 was 
not paid. As soon ns the Minister got an account of the financial 
situation from the University, it was sent to the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, for scrutiny. Is this the way to delay the grant that has been 
voted solemnly by this august assembly? Is this the reformed Council 
that the Ilon’ble the Minister would not carry out the wishes of this 
Council and wofild delay in that fashion? The reasons are only known 
to the Ilon’ble Minister himself. It has been said, with regard to 
the financial condition of the University, that some earmarked money 
has been spent for other purjxjses. Sir, Government knows very well 
as also the Minister that earmarked money is often diverted for “ other 
purposes ” and if is not a criminal thing at all. 

I beg to submit that, for an Arts College for the Muhammadans, 
there was a bikh granted for the purpose in the last budget. A piece 
of land was acquired and it was lying fallow. We expected that, when 
the piece of land for the Muhammadans Arts College was acquired, we 
should see buildings raised uj>on it locating the poor Muhammadans 
for their education. Where has that earmarked money gone to? It 
has gone' to other purposes. If the Government can spend money — 
earmarked money — for “ other purposes,” why the University should 
be taken to task for diverting the earmarked money for ” other 
purjK)se ” — I wonder! 

There is another accusation that Gernuyi marks have beeiypurchased. 
In this Council it is the Minister, with his Secretary and Assistants, who 
has the proper scrutiny of this financial matter, but against him there 
is none. l)r. Moitra tried in some way, but he is not acquainted with 
all the financial conditions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order, 
Sir. In the absence of the member is he entitled to say that he is not 
conversant with the account ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is very difficult to say whether the particular 
member is present or not. The member who is addressing the House 
has probably said what he Inns to say about the matter. 
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Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I submit that is only a special 
pleading and an ex parte pleading that German marks have been pur- 
chased and the University is maligned and the Vice-Chancellor is mali- 
gned. I think that both sides of the question ought to be seen. 
It is stated that many instruments are purchased from Germany and 
they are to be paid in German marks. I do not know what was the 
reason that these German marks were purchased for. It is for the 
University, for the Vice-Chancellor and his Accountant to answer this 
question. I say we are not in a position to answer it and the Council 
should think twice before believing an ex parte pleading of the one side 
of the question. Therefore, 1 think these resolutions should bo sup- 
ported and never withdrawn. 

With these few* observations I resume my seat. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: This University' wrangle 
is baffling to an ordinary observer. The number of resolutions that 
have l>een brought fonvard and the speeches that have been made in their 
support are so widely divergent and contradictory that they are bewilder- 
ing to the majority of us, who, in the opinion of the University itself, 
are mere “ amateurs.” But, Sir, wlmt are we, the “ amateurs/’ to 
do now’? The University was offered money by the Government and 
the University with the unanimous opinion of a Committee appointed 
by it to consider the offer, has rejected it. It has published a fairly lug 
report covering about ISti pages \ indicating this refusal. Autluuities — 
English, Scotch, Canadian, German and even gubernatorial -have been 
cited cn fptloic proving conclusively that Government grants ought 
not to lie accepted. It quotes the Chancellor of the Exchequer for 
showing that. “ with Government money given in large quantities, will 
go Go\ernment control.” That is true enough. Nobody disputes that 
and nobody would ever dispute that. If you accept a Government 
grant, it goes without saying that you must submit your accounts to 
the Government and satisfy it that the money is- w'ell spent. Such 
self-governing public bodies as municqwl corjKirntions and district 
boaids which get comparatively little financial aid from the Govern- 
ment have to submit their accounts regularly to the Government for its 
inspection and have their financial proposals examined. Sir, it is 
absurd to think that any public IkhIv established by law for a public 
purpose and maintained by public funds and taxjrayers’ money should 
object to an interference by the State specially when it is found head- 
ing towards bankruptcy by spending more than its income. 

Even if the University refuses to accept the grant, we cannot allow 
the matter to rest there. The Government have a duty to discharge to 
the public. It cannot allow the greatest educational institution of the 
land, deriving its authority under the Statutes to play with its assets 
and liabilities, and I am glad that Bills are to be introduced for a better, 
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^organization of the University though, Sir, I would have been more 
glad if our Minister had pluck and courage enough to tackle the prob- 
lem on behalf of the Government. But that is another story. Coming 
to the resolutions, I really cannot understand the solicitude of some of 
the members of the Council who are bent upon thrusting our gifts on 
unwilling donees? I appreciate the attitude of the members who say — 
“ accept the money, accept the conditions as welL ,, I appreciate also 
the attitude of the University when it says — “ We will not accept the 
conditions and we will not accept the money." That is something 
straight and fair. But why do some of us rush to the Council with 
multifarious proposals? Would they ask us to believe that this learned 
and academic body is merely flirting with the Government and by 
refusals asking for more? Or are those friends trembling in their shoes 
l>ecause the authorities of College Square have fulminated on liberty and 
freedom? Liberty and freedom are good things, no doubt, but when 
in their names one shirks submission of accounts, one conjures those 
holy things to support unlimited expansion and expenditure with no 
funds to back save that contributed by the taxpayers of Bengal, I 
think with the j>oet that u License they mean when they cry Liberty." 

Are we going to l>e brow-beaten, to l>e bullied into submission? 
When the gods of College Square thunder, are we to cry Kamerad , 
Kamrrad and seek to ingratiate ourselves into the favour of those gods? 

I have carefully gone through Chapter VII of the Government Grant 
Committee Re]x>rt of the University where it has tried to prove the 
injustice of the conditions. Save and except the eighth condition, 
which relates to the payment to professors and examiners, all the other 
conditions relate to keeping proper accounts. And the University says 
that it cannot accept the grant coupled with those conditions as they 
would not submit to them. But I understand that the professors have 
l>eon |xiid and here a champion of the University said yesterday that 
the University has practically fulfilled all the conditions although it 
does not choose to say so. I fail to understand what he means by it. 
Does he mean that the University does a thing and chooses to say some- 
thing else? After all there is a comic element in the whole thing. It 
is very like the housewife in a huff refusing to accept her household 
expenses when the master of the house reminds her to keep clear of the 
creditors. 

1 think no useful purpose can be served by this unseemly wrangle 
with the University. It is desirable that the University should accept 
the Government grant. And as the conditions have been almost ful- 
filled, the sum ulreudy granted may be made over to the University 
unaccompanied by any more tactless letters from the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, But it is also necesvsarv that the University should approach the 
Government in a proper spirit and discuss the propriety or otherwise of 
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the conditions imposed for future occasions for I do not claim infalli- 
bility for our Minister by whom I am afraid the matter has not been 
quite tactfully and properly handled. The welfare of the University 
cannot but be the supreme concern of the Government and the people, 
and we, their representatives, are here to see that both the Government 
and the University carry on their work peacefully with the good of the 
country always before them. If any of them goes astray, it is our duty 
to correct the one as much as the other. In the present instance the 
executive heads of both the Education Department and the University 
have apparently misunderstood each other and have been working at 
cross purposes, and I cannot therefore support any of the resolutions. 
I wish some higher authority would intervene and set the matter right 
and I hope I do not wish in vain. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: We have heard the 
arguments advanced by both sides. As has been pointed out ’by the last 
speaker, self-governing bodies, of one of which Maulvi Yukuinuddin 
Ahmed is the Vice-Chairman, have to submit accounts to the auditors 
appointed by Government. The financial condition of all local bodies 
are scrutinized by Government auditors, and I do not see why any differ- 
ence should l>c made in the case of the University. It is not that our 
Minister is going to interfere with the internal management of the 
University as Maulvi Yukuinuddin has suggested. He said that we 
ought to save the di owning man. Our Minister is trying !o save the 
drowning man and by imposing certain conditions he is striving to see 
that tliis man does not drown himself any more in the future. This 
is the jxdicy which is being adopted by our Minister. Of course, we 
understand that of the total deficit, Rs. Jj lakhs may be set down to the 
credit of the nor»-co-o| oration movement and over this the University 
had certainly no control. But what about the other 11s. 4 lakhs? My 
friend, Dr. Moitra, has stated that this is due to the establishment of 
other universities. Well, I think the Calcutta University knew all 
this, they knew that these universities were going to bo created and 
they ought to have adjusted their accounts accordingly. When you 
find that you will not get the income which you had previously, it is 
all the more reason that you should take steps to see that your accounts 
are put right and you go on in a business-like manner. 

As regards the other point mentioned by Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed 
that the grant of Rs. lakhs sanctioned by the Council was uncondi- 
tional, I submit that we w T ere present on that occasion, and our leader, 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Harp moved a resolution against the grant, and it was 
on the assurance of the Hon’ble the Minister that he would see that 
the amount was properly spent that he withdrew his resolution. The 
feelings of the Muhammadan members, except perhajw of Maulvi 
Yakuinuddin Ahmed, were very great against the grant. But now 
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Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed comes forward and says that the Minister 
should not do this or that. I cannot understand his logic. Everything 
ought to be done in a business-like manner. If any person connected 
with a public body does not work in a business-like manner, however 
august he may be, it is the duty of Government to point out the defects 
and issue instructions. We find that when big zamindars fail in their 
concern, Government steps in and takes charge of the zamindary, and 
I do not see why this procedure should not be followed in the case of 
the University. It is simply scandalous to take money from non- 
existent funds, but my friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed says that 
there is nothing objectionable in taking earmarked money. The Minister 
has, however, pointed out that they have taken not only earmarked 
money but money from trust funds as well, to which the Minister takes 
exception. The trust fund money has been handed over by persons to 
the University for certain pur)x>se and the University has no right to 
take money from that. We say that the Minister is quite right in 
imposing conditions, and we shall not be satisfied unless the University 
works in a business-like manner. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: The matter before 
us is not very difficult of solution if it is approached in a fair and impar- 
• tial spirit. We have been bearing for the last six months about the 
freedom — the autonomy — of the University being in danger on account 
of the action of the llon’ble the Minister -in laying down certain condi- 
tions about tin* grunt. Universities in India and Euroj>e were formed 
round great teachers and writers by students eager for knowledge and 
very often indigent. Knowledge and wisdom are based on freedom, but 
1 am afraid that ideal our university has not got before it. Sir, for the 
last It) years we have lmd doctors of science and philosophy in scores, 
but none of them has brought out any work of outstanding merit. This 
University of ours is not a place where freedom has its fullest scope. 
This University has come into existence by the favour of Government; 
its heads are all Government officials, either Judges or Ministers. A 
learned writer or a teacher will be out of* place there. Gentlemen who 
busk in official favour need not speak so flamboyantly of freedom. This 
University cannot exist without the vivifying influence of the sunshine 
of Government patronage. Government patronage is enjoyed by those 
gentlemen who are at its head now. This state of things should surely 
bo changed. When Government makes a grant, when anybody makes 
a grant, he has a right to lay down conditions. But the matter is a 
little different here. The allocation of grant to the University has been 
entrusted to this Council to which a degree of freedom has been granted. 
I, therefore, cannot admit the claim of the Hon’ble the Minister that he 
can lay dowu conditions — that he can tamper with the vote of uncondi- 
tional grant by this Council. That claim is not sustainable, and I here 
standing on behalf of the Council protest against the assumption of 
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that power by the Hon’ble the Minister. But, Sir, there have been 
grave irregularities in the action of the University— irregularities so 
cruelly, but so justly, exposed by our Minister. These irregularities 
are due only because the Senate is a wholly unrepresentative body, 
responsible to only one person. This state of things this Council shall 
mend and, I understand, the Hon’ble the Minister is taking steps in that 
direction. The freedom of the University must lie maintained ut all 
cost, but that does not mean that the directions of the Accountant- 
General should not be complied with; that does not mean that the 
Accountant-General shall not he allowed to examine the accounts of tin* 
University. That claim of the University is preposterous. Sir, the 
present Senate cannot exist if the Ilnn’ble the Minister brings out his 
long-delayed Bill before us for more than three months and the present 
Senate will do well to accept the money that has Wn granted to it and 
pay off its debts. Sir, 1 believe it is the opinion of the great body of 
graduates and also of my countrymen that the conditions hnjKiscd by 
the ITon’ble the Minister lieyond tlm^e of the obligation of carrying out 
the directions of the Accountant-General should be withdrawn. The 
Hon' bio the Minister himself has practically admitted that ami is will- 
ing to do that. Where then is there any difference between the con- 
tending parties? What are you er\ing about? If anybody hero says 
that the Accountant-General shall have no jKiwer, with him I shall not 
argue this matter. Any reasonable man will sa> that. There is no 
unreasonable man heic who will like to kick up a row simply to attract 
the attention ot the public or the disposers of favour. We are thank- 
ful to Kn Asutosh Mookeijee for his insistence on the freedom of the 
University, but I believe he will now see that after the concessions made 
by the Ilon’ble the Minister, he has no option but to accept the money 
and to close this quarrel. I ought to mention here what was mentioned 
by the Hon’ble the Minister yesterday that upon his recommendation 
the Education Committee, of which 1 am an humble meml>er, has agreed 
to grant a further sum of Rs. 3 lakhs in order to enable the University 
to clear off its debts. 1 really am at a loss to understand what you are 
crying about. U do hope that everyone here will withdraw his amend- 
ment since there is nothing to cry about. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQs Much has been said for and against the 
University and the Ilon’ble the Minister for Education. Yesterday my 
friend Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri enlivened the controversy bv com- 
paring it as a fight between a tiger and a buffalo. If it were a matter 
personal to the Hon’ble the Minister and the Hon’ble the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, I might have asked you to decide whether such a simile did 
actually apply, but so far as this Council is concerned, we are dis- 
interested persons, and it is our duty to consider all the resolutions that 
have come before us in the light of disinterestedness. As we all know, 
the Hon'ble the Minister is in charge of public funds, and it is his duty 
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in that capacity to see that the money is not wasted in the least, and 
in that capacity it is not unusual for the Minister to impose conditions 
and terms whenever he finds them necessary. But a complaint has 
been made that instead of giving advice, the Hon’ble the Minister has 
gone forward with money in one hand and slavery in the other, and 
as such to liberty-loving people slavery cannot be acceptable. The 
Minister has been charged with attempting to humble the University, 
but to my mind, the conditions imposed by the Hon’ble the Minister 
are of a nature which any reasonable man who is entrusted with public 
funds ought to impose. We know it very well that the University has 
in the past wasted much public money on petty schemes which ought 
not to have l>een taken up. Under these circumstances, by imposing 
such conditions, the Hon’ble the Minister has, to my mind, done nothing 
wrong. It has been said by my friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed 
that now that the University is drowning, it is our duty to save it, but 
if it was actually a case like that, then the drowning man ought to have 
caught the straw, but in this particular case it is not a question of a 
man l>eing drowned, it is the question of the University being drowned 
and that is not a matter ]>ersonal to them. But, Sir, whatever it may 
be, we should not approach this matter in a spirit of rage. We should 
try our best to see that an amicable settlement is reached which will 
l)e acceptable both to ourselves and the University. I would add my 
feeble voice to the np|H*al made by the . Jlon’ble the Minister and 
Mr. Horncll that all the members who have given notices of resolutions 
should withdraw them and afford an opportunity to both the parties to 
come to an amicable settlement. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEE: It is a most unfortunate 
circumstance that a great deal of heat and passion has gathered round 
this controversy. Invectives, mutual recriminations, attacks and 
counter-attacks do not benefit Vither of tin* two parties concerned, the 
Government or the University. I would, therefore, apj>eal to all 
members of the Council to consider this question in a spirit of sympathy 
and with a sincere desire to find a real solution of a difficult problem. 
Sir, the situation is this. The University is badly in need of money; 
its critics say that tin* University has defects. True, the University is 
not free from abuses. But when this asjx»ct of the question presents 
itself before the memlvers of the Council, 1 would, in all humility, ask 
them to recall the words of oue'of the greatest of political philosophers. 
Burke says : — 

He should approach to the faults of the State as to the wounds of a father, 
with pious owe and trembling solicitude. 

We all acknowledge the University as our mother. She is suffering 
from maladies, but should we, for that reason, strangle her or hack her 
to pieces? Or should we not, rather, nurse her^ feed her, and provide 
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suitable treatment for her? The Calcutta University, in spite of its 
many shortcomings, has rendered great service to the community. It 
has helped to build up our nation. And those of us who have recently 
paid visits to Europe will tell you that in those countries they know only 
of one Indian University and that is the Calcutta University. I can 
assure you that the Calcutta University is capable of rendering much 
greater service to the community in future than it has done in the past, 
and therefore, is it not our duty to help the University in the great 
work that she is doing, instead of trying to kill her? 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: I lag to support the resolutions 
of Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar. Considering the present financial 
position of the Government it was our humble duty to our countrymen 
to ask the Government to spend money judiciously, and Government, 
in accordance with our recommendations, attached certain conditions 
to the University while granting the money. Sir, we all. know that 
times oyt of number we asked the Government to submit the accounts 
of the University and Government failed to do so owing to the obstinacy 
of the University. We were reluctant to grant a farthing to the Univer- 
sity without knowing how the money is being spent. Our unfortunate 
Minister came to the rescue of the University bv his assurance that 
proper accounts will be kept and submitted and that the expenditure 
of the University will be controlled. It is then and then only that we 
agreed to give the money to the University without a word. And now 
the poor Minister has been heckled in the name of liberty. Sir, we 
know full well all about our liberties. If lil>erty means extravagance, 
if liberty means irresponsibility, the less it is resorted to the letter. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I rise to a ]K)int of order? 
No member here used the word liberty. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I heard that word used by several memWs in 
the course of this debate. That is not a point of order. Please go 
on, Maulvi Sahib. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: We, poor fellows, have been 
described as fifth-rate men representing the people and loosing ourselves 
as the custodians of public wealth. Why should then the first-rate 
men come to the fifth-rate men at all? We are fortunate that we have 
no such first-rate men amongst us. The Ilon’ble Minister did not 
impose conditions on his own accord as alleged by the Vice-Chancellor. 
It was forced upon him by us. 

My friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed has suggested the story of 
the drowing man and we ought to help the drowning man, but if the 
man is nut really drowning but playing and swimming and tells us — 
u I will die, nobody shall help me/’ should we still go and save himP 
We do not know if he is really swimming or drowning. 



258 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


[26th Jan. 


Whatever common sense we may have we must use it for the interest 
of the public whom we represent and ask for the accounts and proper 
expenditure of the money by howsoever high a personage it may be 
spent. We have never challenged the honesty of the University. It 
is only our friend Dr. Moitra, my esteemed friend holding a brief for 
the University, who set up the question of honesty. This reminds me 
of the Bengali adage — “ Ghari Ice {■ Ami ta kald Khaim ” (Who is inside 
the roomy Well I have not eaten up your plaintains). Accounts 
demanded by a proj>er authority are not submitted — what does it meanP 
This is at least-auspicious. Above all, this is a business concern, and 
the accounts be pro{H*rly kept. Further, Sir, we have been told 

that the trust funds have been utilized — converted to its own use. My 
friend Professor Mukherji was telling me it w ill l>e recouped and that it 
is not theft. 1 say it is not theft, but it is breach of trust at least. 
Lawyers must answer if it is so or not. It is at least against the wish 
of the men who made over their money to the trust funds. Sir, the 
real reason of the obstinacy of the University to my mind seems to be 
that it does not care to be controlled by the local Government far less 
by its Minister. When one leaves the service of a big man and takes 
up service under a punier man, he often recalls his old d ay s* however 
bad they might be, and tells stories of his happy past whenever he is 
asked to do something which he jHissihly evaded while a servant of the 
big man. This is exactly what happens here. This University was 
under the Government of India when that Government was rich and 
did not cure for deficits. It could do anything it liked then and nobody 
questioned it. This is what is meant by the so-called liberty. Now 
this poor Government cannot indulge in the hobbies of the University 
and hence the cry for the happy past. 

With these remarks 1 support the Minister in his action and the 
resolution of my friend Balm Hishiudra Nath Sarkar. 

Rai N1BARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I am really 
surprised that the flood-gates of oratory have lieen opened over a ques- 
tion, which should not have been discussed in this Council at this stage, 
and that for tw*o consecutive days to the detriment of other public busi- 
ness. We^voted a certain amount of money for the upkeep and the 
maintenance of the University, at the beginning of the year and the 
year is not yet out. There are still two months. I think that there 
is still time fbr the jmyment of the money and for its acceptance by the 
University. We have been told by the movers of some of these resolu- 
tions, that the so-called conditions imposed by the Hon’ble the Minister 
have all been fulfilled. If that is so, 1 for one do not see, where the 
hitch lies in the acceptance of the money. There is still time and some 
ways and means can be always found for accepting the money and for 
avoiding the unseemly quarrel over a matter which is really dear to 





CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


259 


the people. It seems that this Council of wise men have been led away 
by newspaper controversies. Newspaper controversies over this ques- 
tion centre mainly round the question about the independence or free- 
dom of the University. Freedom !from what? From the control of 
Government? Certainly not. That is not the sort of freedom that can 
be advocated and the freedom that can be advocated is academic free- 
dom, which has never been questioned. When the University legisla- 
tion comes up before the Council, then it will be time for us to discuss 
that question. If any proposal is made to curtail the liberty of the 
University, I think that we, as a body representing the jieople, should 
set our face strongly and boldly against such a projosnl. That is the 
time when we have to fight, but why should we, before the Mist March 
when once we have voted the money, discuss the question whether the 
University should accept or should not accept the money? The Uni- 
versity has still time to accept the money, and we have still time to 
]>ay the money. The Hon’ble the Minister is quite ready 'to jwyv the 
money, so 1 think, that all this discussion is not only unseemly but 
pretnature, out of place and out of time. Under the circumstances, I 
echo the words of Mr. Ilornell, the Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal, that all these resolutions should be withdrawn. We have still 
two months and some ways and means may be still found, for avoiding 
all these difficulties and for making the money over to the University. 

With these few words, 1 request the movers of all these resolutions 
to withdraw them. 

* 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I move that the question l>e now 
put. We have thoroughly discussed the question and related the 
arguments again and again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T am not prepared to accept that. There are 
several more shakers, whom we ought to hear. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Owing to your gentle and well 
meaning admonition last evening, I have taken care to put down my 
thoughts in writing to avoid all harsh language. % 

My attitude towards the Calcutta University has boon so often and 
so grossly misrepresented that I almost feel a shudder in my limbs in 
rising to take part in the debate this afternoon. But 1 cannot afford to 
be silent. We have a clear duty to perform in the Council and that duty 
is to see how best wo may help our alma writer. To those who abuse 
us, I can only say in the words of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor — 

“ They have said, what say they? Let them say.” Sir, it is a libel, 
an atrocious libel, to suggest that we are out to wreck the University, 
and that we here have all made a dead set against the Vice-Chancellor 
to hand over bis khas mahal to the Education Minister. I desire to 
repudiate that lie with all the emphasis ,1 can command, and I assert 



260 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


[26th Jan. 


on my behalf and on behalf of my brother Councillors here that we are 
all of us as much interested in the freedom of the University as any of the 
savants of College Square. The only difference between them and us is 
that we want to give the University real freedom, and not the specious 
brand 'of it, which consists in merely shouting from the stage, “ Free- 
dom first, freedom second, freedom always,” — in shouting like that 
when it payN to do so — while in actual practice crushing that precious 
commodity beneath your {Kmderous heels in every day administration. 

It is a false cry they have raised on the fitful banks of Goldighi that 
University autonomy is in danger. This has been done with a set 
purpose: it is nothing more than a piece of strategy and statecraft. 
The Accountant-General gave a very damaging report. That had to 
be met. To the main charges there was, of course, no answer. The 
issues had, therefore, got to be clouded — and what more effective way 
could there be of achieving that object than to cry out that the Govern- 
ment were trying to lay their impious hands on the sanctuary of Minerva? 
Sir, we have before us a very plain issue: whether the conditions pro- 
posed by the Minister should remain or not. Professor Mukharji has 
stated that, the matter is highly controversial. Is it because the Uni- 
versity has l>eon publishing these voluminous rejxjrts of various com- 
mittees from day to dav, and sending them broadcast all over India 
with a view to cloud the issues? No, Sir, the matter is very simple 
and I hoj>o that this Tit tempt to prejudice uninformed public opinion 
under the weight of these unnecessary and voluminous reports will be 
of no avail with by hon’ble friends here. 

What is the object of these conditions? To any unbiassed mind can 
there be auv doubt that their only object is to ensure sound financial 
administration, and to avert, as far as possible, the disasters which have 
led the University to its present, ruin? Is it contended that this is not 
necessary, and that the University might very well be allowed to look 
after this matter themsehex? Sir, if you want an answer to that question, 
read the Accountant-General’s report. ITc is a ]>erson who deals with 
figures, not with invectives: who rests hi# case on solid facts, and not 
on wild vituperation. Mr. Ajov Chunder Dutt and others tell us that 
the Government Grant Committee of the University have completely 
demolished the charges of the Accountant-General. But is that so? 
Sir, I have bead the report of that Committee very carefully, and I con- 
fess T must admire the skill with which its illustrious authors have 
tried to make the worse appear as the better reason. I must admire 
also the very clever tactics by which the reports has been crammed with 
all sorts of irrelevant and extraneous matters with a view to divert 
attention from the main joints at issue. The authors of that report 
spare no invectives in abusing the Government for their niggardliness 
to the Calcutta University. Granted the Government have been nig- 
gardly : but how does that disprove that the financial administration 
of the University was anything but satisfactory? If you are charged 
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that you did not keep a proper watch over your income and expenditure, — 
if you are charged that you exercised no control over your financial con- 
cerns, — if you are charged that you went on expanding and expending, 
and incurring new liabilities, not merely regardless of your resources, 
but knowing that you had no resources, — if you are charged that you 
did not prepare your budget estimates till about half or three-fourths 
or whole of the year was out, — if you are charged that you allowed 
transfers from one fund to another, whether or not there was cash 
available in that fund, — if you are charged that though your accounts 
were audited by Government from year to year, you simply reduced 
the audit to a farce by refusing not merely to take any action on the 
audit reports, but even to acknowledge receipt of the same, — I say, 
Sir, if charges like these are brought against you, — charges which are 
by no means vague and general, but very definite and specific, — is it 
any answer to such charges to say that the Indian Universities Act of 
1904 revolutionized our ceneeptions of the functions of a University ? 
Is it any answer to say that the Government of India and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal would not give any more money than they actually gavel 1 ' 
Is it any answer to say that the Education Minister is one of the queer- 
est and most heartless mortals living on the earth ? 

Sir, I mean no disrespect to the members of the Senate Committee, 
but I undertake to demonstrate to any unprejudiced j)erson that they 
have carefully avoided the main issues in point, and have indulged in 
long historical surveys and in strong denunciations which practicully 
lead us nowhere. 

The Senate Committee have given us a very voluminous report with 
a large number of annexures. I should have thought, Sir, that when 
they were dealing with specific i>oints raised in audit and accounting, 
the best course for them would have been to publish copies of the annual 
audit rej>orts, sav, for the last ten years, with a categorical statement 
of the action taken by the University to remove the irregularithwj 
complained of, or where no action was taken, a statement of the reasons 
for it. I do not know if members of this House are aware that the 
Accountant-General's audit reports for the last three or four years were 
not replied to by the University in spite of repeated reminders, and 1 
shall not be surprised to hear that they have not been replied to as yet. 
The Senate Committee make a great jxiint of the fact that the University 
accounts are subjected to a continuous audit by Government almost 
throughout the year, but what is the value of such audit, and how can 
such audit be at all effective, when the only treatment which the Sena- 
tors are prepared to accord it is to consign the reports to the waste 
paper basket? My hon’ble friend, Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar, told 
us yesterday how the University authorities simply refused to let the 
Council have any information regarding the audit reports and bow they 
had dealt with them. 
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On the lf3th July, 1921, Mr. Jatindra Nath Bose asked in this Council 
when the audit re{>orts for the previous three years had been sent to the 
University, when replies have been received from the University, and 
what action, if any, had been taken by the University. Now, what 
was the reply of the University to that question? I shall read it out: — 

The audit reports as also the correspondence with the Government of India 
on the subject have never been published either by the Government or the University. 

And then, when in spite of such answer from the University, the Edu- 
cation Minister was pleased to lay the audit reports of the three years 
on the table here, the Syndicate went the length of recording a formal 
protest in these terms : — 

That the attention of the Government of Bengal be drawn to the fact that 
apart from the question whether audit reports should be published, as Act VII 
of 1921 had come into operation on the 27th March, 1921, papers relating to 
matters which had taken place at a time when the Bengal Government had no 
concern with the University should not have been published without the consent 
of the University especially as the comments of the University upon the reports 
had not been received. 

What unconscious humour lurks in the concluding line? Whose fault 
was it that though more than a year had elapsed, no reply was sent 
by the University to the audit report ? 

I find, in the present instance, the University authorities have 
loudly complained that the ITon’ble the Minister proceeded to lav down 
these conditions immediately on receipt. of the Accountant-General’s 
‘report without waiting for the observations of the University thereon. 
But what else could the poor Minister do? How could he so easily 
forget the past, how could he forget how the Senators had treated 
previous reports of the Accountant-General ? How again could he for- 
get the assurances he had given us here at the time of the passing of 
the grant of Rs. 2$ lakhs? 

It has been suggested that the grant was made for the purpose of 
meeting the deficit of Rs. 5$ ^akhs, and that, therefore, no question of 
conditions could arise. The deficit had been incurred, and all were 
agreed that it would have to be wiped put. Where then was the 
necessity of imposing any conditions? Sir, I am sorry to find that the 
object of these conditions is so grossly overlooked though my friend, 
Mr. Ajoy Ohunder l)utt himself admits them to be quite fair. It requires 
no extraordinary acuteness to understand that the Hon’ble the Minister 
of Education had to look ahead, to look into the future, and to guard 
against the repetition of similab deficits in the future as far as possible. 
Suppose the money had been given away, and no assurances taken from 
the University for the future, what would the Council have said if the 
University came up the next year with the same story as before and 
with possibly a much taller bill? Would the Council, I ask, be pre- 
pared to vote unconditional grants from year to year to meet ever- 
increasing deficits ? Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt has said with great vehem- 
ence that the present deficit is due to the non-co-operation movement, and 
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I think lie suggests that if no such unforeseen contingencies happened 
again, there will be no further deficits in future. Sir, this would be 
an altogether misleading statement to make. Is the University pre- 
pared to give us any such guarantee? Oh, no. The University would not 
be the University it is, if it gave any such assurances. Then it is only 
a half truth that the present deficit is due to non-ixv-operation. Let us 
look to the figures given in the Accountant-General’s report: — 

In 1916-17 there was a surplus of Rs. 2,19,000 — Excellent. 

In 1917-18 there was a surplus of Rs. 94,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then? 

In 1918-19 there was a deficit of Rs. 38,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then ? 

In 1919-20 there was a deficit of Rs. 1,77,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then ? 

In 1920-21 there was a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then? 

From a surplus of Rs. 2,19,000 to a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000 within five 
successive years — not suddenly — not for an unforeseen cause, but for 
systematic mismanagement. The primary reason, as the Accountant- 
General has definitely stated in the report which was laid on the table 
yesterday, is the expansion of the Post-Graduate Department without 
any consideration of the available resources. Out of the Rs. 6£ lakhs, 
we find about Rs. 8J lakhs is due to this inordinate Post-graduate 
hunger. In so fur as the University lias been hit by non-co-oi>eration, 
it will have the symjmthy of everyone of us, but so far as its embarrass- 
ment is the cumulative effect of over-ex j>enditure in the Post-Graduate 
Department during a series of years in which there was ample time to 
retrieve the position, had any attention been paid to it, can therfc be 
any doubt that if a disaster has to be avoided or averted again in the 
future, the University should Ik 1 put u{x)n terms, — put upon terras, not 
to interfere with its academic freedom, but only to ensure proper finan- 
cial control? Academic expansion and financial control must go hand 
in hand, and all that the Education Minister is now concerned with is 
to see that the University observes the conditions which will enable it 
to exerciso that control over its own financial administration which so 
long was only conspicuous by its absence. 

It is not as if there had been nobody in the University to warn the 
authorities about its impending bankruptcy. Sir Lancelot Sanderson 
before he laid down the reins of his office drew pointed attention to it 
and urged the necessity of retrenchment. That was just when the big 
surplus of Rs. 2,19,000 was fast running into an endless deficit. This is 
what he had said : — 

I should like to point out that it is desirable that the Board of Accounts should 
overhaul the expenses. I personally am not in a' position to say whether there 
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in any part of the expenditure which can be legitimately curtailed. I have no 
jpI>orturiity to go into the matter in detail. But we may ask the Board of Accounts 
to say whether in their opinion there is any part of the expenditure which may 
be legitimately reduced. If we are to go to the Government for an increased 
grant we must be able to show that our expenditure is not excessive. 

How was the position met? Will the University authorities be pleased 
to say how many new and additional departments were created since? 
Sir, we may blame the Government as much as we like because they did 
not come forward to pay lavishly to the University, but there can be 
no doubt that the University authorities themselves were never in any 
doubt as to the prospects of obtaining such help. And yet they did 
not hesitate to expand their activities. It is all very well to say that 
the Calcutta University teaches all subjects under the sun. But is it 
no part of the duty of those who control the policy of the University, to 
make sure that the requisite funds will be available? It is quite easy 
to exclaim: my post-graduate teachers will starve. But I ask, what 
moral or legal justification has the University to sacrifice the poor pro- 
fessors as the victims of a policy for which they are not responsible? 
Mr. A joy Chinnier Dutt has threatened us with his sententious observa- 
tion that if we do not pay away this money unconditionally, the Reforms 
would be wrecked. Sir, I do not find anywhere in the preamble to the 
Reforms Act any mention of perpetuating the maladministration of the 
University finances as one of the objects of the Reforms, and so I do 
not apprehend any particular or imminent danger to the Reforms if we 
do our duty by assessing his threats at their intrinsic worth and not 
their projective value. 

I confidently hope that the House will not fail to do its duty by 
supporting the Hon’ hie the Minister in his considerate and business- 
like action in connection with the grant. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, Before I call upon Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri to 
continue the debate, I want to impress upon hon’ble members that they 
should refrain, when they enter and leave the Council Chamber, from 
coming l>etweon the Chair and the speaker. During the speech of 
Mr. Mallik, several members came between the Chair and the speaker. 
That is quite out of order. I hoi>o that they will remember that in 
future. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: May I, Sir, be permitted to congra- 
tulate the House on the temper in which this discussion has been con- 
ducted? May I also crave liberty to congratulate the House still more 
heartily on another point — that we have succeeded in usefully wasting 
smiie valuable time for educational purpose, I mean usefully wasting 
public time for an educative purpose. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a point of order? 
If the hon’ble member is of opinion that we have succeeded in usefully 
wasting some valuable time, has he any right to $obo that P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order, os you know very 
well. 

8ir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Anything which helps us to attain 
a conception that there is such a thing as nonsense is educative, help- 
ful and useful. Some of the shakers who spoke on these resolutions 
and the amendments, liegan their addresses with misgivings, and one 
of them imagined himself as one going with a lighted torch into a 
powder magazine. Fortunately there was no explosion, and even a 
reference to me as the author of this report did not result in an explosion 
because it was incorrect. Although he was corrected by a member 
he lapsed into a little levity and then suggested that I was a signatory. 
I am not attaching any value to that, because that also is incorrect. 
Anyhow, I accept his statement to me that no offence was meant, lie 
is a charming personality, but may I not say one word to him .that he 
may not translate his charm into a feebleecho of a historical episode which 
is celebrated every year in the first put of November, the episode of 
a person who went with a lighted torch? I wish his luminous advent 
threw some light on his amendment which I find somewhat difficult 
to understand, but T shall deal with that later. May 1 not also con- 
gratulate the Hon 'hie the Minister on his measured matter-of-fact 
speech ? He did not descend at any time studiedly to the lower level 
of an oratorical effort in dealing with the questions before us except 
jierhaps once when his feelings proved too strong for him, when ho 
said that he was distressed at the sight of the Calcutta University witli 
a beggar’s bowl. We in India are familiar with that IkiwI. India is 
associated with that howl. Some of us take pride in the fact that our 
pandits, waulvis, and maulanas have educated India with the beggar’s 
bowl. I find some consolation also that that is not a feeling peculinr 
to us Indians as it is also to he found in hard-headed Scotland. The 
Vice-Chancellor of the Edinburgh University referred to it in these 
terms before the Oxford Congress of the Empire Universities in 1021. 
May I have your indulgence to refer to that? 

Our poverty has made us opportunists; we live from hand to mouth. Pro- 
bably we are right to concentrate on present efficiency — to take no thought for 
the morrow. If saving can be carried out only at the cost of usefulness, we do 
well not to save. But when the problem of the crisis comes, it is a very real 
one. I know its reality, for we have it now in Edinburgh in a form which could 
scarcely be more acute. In some sense it is a penalty of success. 

I claim for the Calcutta University the same thing. It is poverty that we 
are suffering from for our success. 

One may console oneself by reflecting that if the University had in effect 
been a hermit crab, there would, have been no need of a new shell. Fawd with 
such a crisis, a distracted Vice-Chancellor looks eagerly to right and left, not 
knowing in what guise a beneficent providence will appear, whether as private 
donor or as Chancellor of the Exchequer. Probably both. One imagines that in 
the future some new University, designing, a heraldic shield, will draw a typical 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer and a typical private donor as the two supporters 
and the motto will be Sir William McCormick's new reading of the lex talionis— 
A pound for a Pound. 

That is the feeling with which the Vice-Chancellor of the Edinburgl 
University placed his views before the Oxford Congress. So we havi 
nothing to be ashamed of in our poverty. If we have lived from hand ti 
mouth, it is because we are doing good work. It is the penalty whicl 
we are paying for our success. 

May I not stop here for one second and inquire what is this poverty 
due to, and how was it brought about? Up to 1904, the Calcutta 
University was an examining body. In 1904, Lord Curzon when hi 
enacted the Act of 1904, laid it down that the Calcutta University shal 
teach. When the regulations under the Act were to be drawn up, th< 
duty was cast uj>on the Calcutta University. The Calcutta University 
was doing its best. Lord Curzon found that we were not making sue! 
progress as he thought wo ought to and then the time having expired 
he would not extend it and appointed a committee to frame regulation 
for the Calcutta University. Regulations were then framed under' tb 
Act which laid down that it shall be the duty of the Calcutta University 
to undertake teaching and do research work. Now, Sir, these dutie 
were imposed ujwm us. Were there no corresponding obligations oi 
the part of the Government when these duties were imjNiscd ? I asl 
you in all solemn seriousness that it you come and legislate: “ yoi 
shall teach and you ahull do research work, is it not incumbent ujhh 
you at the same time to say how we have to teach and do resettl’d 
work?” We were not merely to impart knowledge of things as they 
are hut also to search for things that are yet to lx\ In this state of things 
therein one matter that I shall remind you of — 1 am sorry that mv friend 
the Hon’ bio Sir Kurendra Nath Banerjea is not piesent. lie would havi 
borne me out — I do not know whether he would do so now but he di( 
hear me out at another time — and it is this. It is well known to al 
persons who have anything to do with educational matters that a collegi 
cannot support itself, that is to say, thv expenses of a college are highe 
than the fees which come in, that fees alone do not ]>ay for educationa 
expenses of a college. Now it is also well known that in Bengal filers 
are several big colleges which had school departments attached to them 
It is equally well known that the school funds exceed the requirement 
of the school, but the Government by a resolution said — “ So far as thes< 
eolleges are concerned, they are to live upou their own income and s( 
far as the schools are concerned, they shall not contribute to th< 
colleges,” with the result that several colleges — I shall not name them— 
found it very difficult to maintain themselves. That was tin 
state of things at that time. The , next thing that happenei 
was that when the schools were cut off from the colleges 
a question arose about the affiliation of the colleges to the University, 
Now affiliation before 1904 was merely nominal. The new Act said 
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that all colleges should apply for affiliation, with the result that 
Inspectors had to be sent by the Calcutta University to examine 
these colleges and when it wa9 found, for instance, that there was 
one professor only who used to teach logic, history and philosophy, it 
was thought that he was not competent to teach all the three subjects. 
Consequently several colleges were disaffiliated in several branches and 
as it was difficult for them to keep up separate teachers for separate 
subjects the colleges were badly handicapped. The Regulations had 
imposed the duty of providing post-graduate teaching and a Post -Gra- 
duate Deparnient was formed. A committee was then formed by the 
Government about Post-Graduate teaching. They made their report and 
the rejx)rt was placed before the Government and the Government 
accepted their suggestions and the University authorities were autho- 
rized to carry on post-graduate teaching on the lines formulated. The 
whole scheme was before the Government and was sanctioned by the 
Government. I do not pretend to be an expert on these matters, you 
have found members here who can deal with philosophy, history and 
science and what not, but I am not one of them. So far as the i*>st- 
graduate teaching was concerned, the result was that we had to go on 
with it. At one time, Sir, I must say the Government of India took 
a very liberal and sympathetic view of these matters. It came forward 
with grants. Four professorships were established in the Calcutta 
University. Then a question arose uhout a chair which, 1 think, is 
called tin* Carmichael chair. It was at a time when tin* King-Knij>eror 
came, 1 believe, and it was thought that in celebration of that event the 
Calcutta University should have a chair for the teaching of Indian 
history and culture and the Carmichael chair w'as created. Now, J ask 
you what is the ground before you to condemn tin* University. Have 
I not got a right as a member of the University and having some know- 
ledge about educational affairs to ask you to look into the question from 
the educational point of view? I find that during the ten yours, that 
is, the period of the audit, the Government has paid the University only 
about 8 i>er cent, of our cost. It has not ]mid more than Its. 1 lakh and 
odd, whereas the poor people of Bengal have contributed to the funds 
of the University in the shape of fees for the exjxoises. Now, 1 ask you, 
as " the custodian of public money,” those who say that they are ” the 
custodians of the conscience of the people,” and “ the representatives 
of the people,’* do you think that it is a fair and equitable distribution, 
that the poor people of Bengal should maintain a huge university like 
the Calcutta University, and that the Government should eorm* for- 
ward with an insignificant grant? 

Now, there is one other point to which I shall refer. Some of you 
appear to be under the misapprehension that there is no audit of the 
accounts of the Calcutta University. That shows that they have never 
studied the affairs of the Calcutta University and they know nothing 
about the Calcutta University. Under 'the Statute the accounts have 
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to bo audited annually and it would surprise you to hear that these 
audits have continued for ten months each year and for a Ion# period 
of years. It was well known to the Government, from the correspon- 
dence to which I shall not refer, that there was a deficit. It was well 
known to the Government that deficit had occurred. Particulars were 
asked for and particulars were given ami it was known as early as 1921 — 

[At this stage the member reached the time-limit.] 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Sir Asutosh, how much more have you to say? 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I would ask for five minutes more. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: C^rtai nly, go on. 

8ir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Can the Government say that they 
had no pnrtirului'N ulxMit this deficit? Did they make anv com- 
plaint about audit during* this time? If they knew, why did they not 
insist, upon an answer being given? In 1921, the facts were placed 
Wore the Government. The Government of India found that it had no 
money and gave evasive replies and then the burden which they had 
been carrying was imjxised upon the ixx>r Bengal Government, which 
was a bankrupt Government. T Nay it was unfair on the part of the 
Government of India to impose this University upon the Government of 
Bengal without swing thut sufficient funds were provided for it. Yet 
the Government comes forward now and is distressed that we have come 
forward with tin* beggar’s howl. What alxmt the Government? Why 
did it take up this burden when you had an empty bowl to offer to the 
public? But there is this difference Wween the University and the 
Government. The University can only go out with the beggar’s bowl 
but the Government can go out with the cudgel and impose taxes. 
Then* is this diffeience betweeixthe two. I was somewhat surprised when 
the learned — I am accustomed to use that expression, and correct iuyself 
and say the lion* hie the Minister said something yesterday which seemed 
to me to lx* a charge of misappropriation of funds. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: May I rise to a point of personal 
explanation? 1 never said that. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI. I did not say that lie said it but he 
meant it and’J wish him to den y that. ( A voice: Perhaps Sir Asutpsh 
can read one’s thoughts.) No. I do not care about thought-reading, 
and never invent. I am a plain, honest man who is not afraid of telling 
people what passes through his own mind. If the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter did not mean it, why did he refer to it? I may tell you that since 
the University was created, there was only one general drawing fund. 
It was not the creation of Sir Asutosh Mukliarji. That system of 
keeping the accounts was in existence before he. even came into office. 
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It was there and when he came one of his efforts was to separate the 
Endowment Funds. You will find in this book, which is admitted to be 
valuable, on page 64, that Sir Asutosh, as Vice-Chancellor, sejmrated 
150 endowment funds and thus the endowment accounts have separated. 
Before that there was only one general fund. When the auditors went 
there, they sometimes asked — Why do you have 150 endowment 
accounts? I will not, however, deal with that, but 1 must say that 
the charge was intended to be made by the Hou’ble the Minister that 
there was misapplication of trust money. Reference was made to 
page 171 of this book which the University has printed at an “ extra- 
vagant cost.” I should not have thought that the Government, which 
is accustomed to printing papers for people who are condemned would 
raise any such objection about printing the University’s answer. If 
you think that it. is rubbish, treat it as such. But may 1 ask you what 
the printing excuses of the Sadler Commission’s Report amounted to? 
There are 16 volumes of it which it has placed in the waste pn]x>r basket 
and treated as rubbish. What about the various publications which are 
here treated as rubbish? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Asutosh Ohaudhuri, as you have only four 
seconds more, 1 hope you will not touch on the reports of the various 
committees which have sat during the last ten years. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI : I do not propose to say anything 
more. But I may say this that the charges which were formulated by 
the Accountant-General or the Auditor are not the charges which we 
are discussing to-day. These charges do not include any such charge, 
that is to say, there was malversation of funds, and yet the University 
is called upon to answer when nothing was formulated against them 
with regard to this matter. The ITon’ble the Minister has said that 
there is some report which is on the table of the House. I find that 
the roix>rt is dated 3rd January, 1923. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: Sir Asutosh has 
exceeded the extra time allowed by you, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: One more sentence, Sir Asntosli. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: I am sorry that the member for the 
University says that I had finished the extra time allowed. I do not 
mind him. He need not be seriously treuted always. I appeal to every- 
one of you here. This is a matter which does not require discussion. 
The charges have been answered, the conditions have been mostly com- 
plied with, and some of them are absurd. I ask you in all solemnity not 
to stand in the way of the University getting this money. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Although Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri began by saying that the members had usefully wast- 
ed the time of the Council, yet I find that he has dealt with the subject 
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in a beautiful style. The point at issue is whether the University ought 
to get the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 which has already been voted, or in other 
words, whether the Council will have to vote it again, if necessary. 
Refore we voted the amount last session there was another consideration 
which led the Council to pause for a moment before arriving at a conclu- 
sion. The Council thought it necessary that a committee should be 
appointed for the purpose of examining the finances of the University. 
The committee was not appointed at all ; hence it was necessary for the 
*Hon’ble the Minister to look into the financial state of the University. 
And the state of the finances showed that it was imperative that certain 
conditions must be imposed upon the University. He has to deal with 
the question in a business-like way and the University ought to do like- 
wise. When a donee applies for money to a donor the former must be 
under some obligation to the latter. And when it was found that the 
University was in deficit, can it be contended by any reasonable man 
that the donor is not at liberty to impose a condition upon the donee- 
in this ease, the Calcutta University? If you stand upon a liighei 
ground and say that the University is quite an independent body, then 
that is a different matter; otherwise it seems to me that when there is 
an application for money from a certain body of men, they must eonsidei 
the position of affairs. Speaking for myself, Sir, 1 may say that when 
the resolution to grant the Calcutta University the sum of Rs. 2,50,00(1 
was passed, I was very anxious to investigate into the finances of the 
. University and to, see that some sort of conditions were imposed upon it. 
There have been suggestions in the course of our discussion, that the 
University is a free body, and consequently it will not take the sum 
granted on these conditions. My humble submission to the Council is 
that the Hon’ble the Minister for Education would not be performing his 
duty properly if be did not impose any condition on the grant. He has 
done it and it is not wise for any member of this Council to attack the 
policy which he has adopted. To-day the University asks foi 
lis. 2,50,000, to-morrow it will ask for Rs. 5 or 7 lakhs, and in this wa\ 
it will continue to say that it has a right to ask the Council to vote 
the amount which it wants. Sir, we have all been educated at the Cal- 
cutta University, we are lovers of the University and we are loyal to it. 
Rut these are not the questions with which we are concerned at present — 
they are oply side issues. We must not confound the main question, 
but go straight into it. The question is whether conditions should be 
imposed or not. So far as I .understand, the Hon’ble the Minister is 
willing to giVe away the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 pursuant to a solemn reso- 
lution of this Council. Here is another party which also is willing to 
accept the grant but minus the conditions laid down. We are told again 
that the University has accepted many of these conditions; if so, I can- 
not follow the logic of it and cannot understand why these questions 
should crop up at all. Therefore, it is difficult to see wherein lies the 
point of the debate. The University has accepted most of the conditions, 
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but will not accept the grant unless the very conditions are removed. 
But I beg to submit, that, if the conditions be not laid down, it will not 
be acting prudently on the part of those who passed the amount. Sir, 
one fact which emerges out of this discussion seems to be that mone) 
Should be paid under certuin circumstances. Both the donor and the 
donee are bankrupts, and consequently when dealing with bankrupt 
parties we ought to consider how far the bankruptcy will go on. These 
are my observations, and my appeal to the members of the Council is 
that instead of wasting time my friends will please withdraw thei) 
resolutions. Let the Hon’ble the Minister and the Hon’ble the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University meet together and discuss the matter und 
then the whole thing may be quieted down. 1 have been at the bar foi 
many many years, but never have I heard a less important issue discussed 
at greater length and without benefit to anybody. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I ask Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy to speak 
I may tell the members that 1 think that the time has come when the 
debate should be brought to a close. After Dr. llassan Suhrawardy has 
finished, I shall ask Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt to reply, and then, if the 
Hon’ble the Minister so desires, he can wind up the discussion. 1 now 
call upon Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy to speak. 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: I do not wish, Sir, at this stage 
to inflict upon the Council a lengthy speech. I shall just confine mysell 
to a few remarks regarding the deficit. It has been said that the causes 
of the deficit are such over which the University had no control. Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri has said that it is to some extent due to the inaugura- 
tion of post-graduate teaching classes. Another member is of opinion 
that it is the non-co-operation movement which is responsible for (lit 
deficit and the Accountant-General also says that the deficit of Its. d lakhs 
is due to that. Another speaker has said that the leakage of question 
papers accounts for an unforseen expenditure of Its. (>0,000. I cannot 
say that the University is not entirely responsible for that ; but the 
present authorities may not be responsible for it. The fact (hat so man> 
new universities have been started during recent years, viz., Dacca, 
Patna, Rangoon, and others, may Lave also led to a great depletion in the 
fee fund. But we are not concerned with the question as to whether tin 
deficit is due to causes over which the University had control or not. The 
indisputable and incontrovertible fact remains that the University has 
got a large deficit to face, and therefore, it should cut its coat according 
to the ( loth at its disposal. Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has quoted from 
the report of the Accountant-General and pointed out (hat from the yea? 
1917-18, there has been a large amount of overspending in the post- 
graduate teaching classes. When our resources fall short it is wise that 
we should control our expenditure. 

Mr. Ajoy Thunder Dutt says that the University has not repudiated 
the charge of thoughtless expansion. .So far as I am aware it has not 
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admitted it either. It has, however, now embarked upon the task of 
thoughtful retrenchment. It has conferred honorary professorships and 
honorary examinerships upon the starved and poorly-paid professors, 
and the University authorities with a fine sense of humour have even 
bestowed honorary examiuerships upon Babu Surendra Nath Mallik arid 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq — two members of this Council who made 
themselves conspicuous by their adverse criticisms of it during the 
last debate. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the “ conditions,’ ’ it has been said that 
the Hon’ble the Minister has imposed them without the sanction of the 
Council. Most people will agree with Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur who said that even if the Council did not impose these condi- 
tions, the Hon’ble the Minister, as a member of the Cabinet, has every 
right to impose conditions on the money that he gives to anybody ; whethei 
it is the University or any other body. There is no doubt that the Univer- 
sity is an autonomous body, but the conditions imposed do not in any wa\ 
interfere with their autonomy in academical matters. Their autonomy 
in these .matters is recognized by everybody. As a member of the Senate 
and the Syndicate I would certainly resent, any encroachment upon the 
autonomy of the University in matters academical, but if one looks at 
the Act of Incorporation of 1857, clause 15, one will see that it distinctly 
lays down that the University is subject to the direction and regula- 
tion of the Government in matters financial.* The Hon’ble the Minister, 
it appears to me, has every right even under the Act and Charter of the 
University to control and guide the finances of the University. We have 
all heard Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur pointing out that in the 
meetings of the Standing Committee on education there was a talk of 
not giving any money to the Calcutta University and not putting down 
ally amount for it in the budget, and then again, there was opposition in 
the Council when the budget wgs voted upon. There was a good deal 
of opposition to the grant, both by the Hindu and Muhammadan members 
of this Council. In view of this opposition the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter gave 
us an assurance that the money that the Council will vote would be 
properly spent and that the deficit would be gradually wiped out thereby, 
and the Calcutta University would not again embark upon any further 
adventure. It was on those assurances from the Hon’ble the Minister 
that the Council voted the money in favour of the University. 

So far as the conditions are concerned, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt says 
that the University has fulfilled all of them, and Sir Asutosh Chaudhnri 
also agrees with him. But if the University has fulfilled the conditions 
imposed by Government why is there all this heat and discussion and 
this resentment and charge of imposing humiliating conditions and harsh 
measures? I wonder what authority Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt has foi 
.saying that the University has fulfilled all the conditions imposed by 
Government? If this statement is correct, then why all this trouble? 
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Why do you come forward with resolutions to grant money without 
conditions ? 

I find that there are four members of this Council who are also 
members of the Senate of the Calcutta University and one of them is a 
member of the Syndicate. They are Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, Dr. A. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Jitendra Nath Moitra, who by the way, was an adverse 
critic of the University before, but who, recently, since he has become u 
Senator, with the zeal of a convert, has become a great champion of it, 
and my humble self. It is significant that none of the resolutions that 
we are now discussing have been brought forward by any member of the 
Senate or of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. They are brought) 
forward by outsiders. I am afraid that by doing so they have not served 
any useful purpose and not done a good turn to the University. They 
have opened the door for recriminations and attacks and have reopened 
a debate that was closed. So I do not know if they are our friends, but 
it they are, God save us from our friends! Finally, 1 would urge upon 
the movers of the resolutions to withdraw' their resolutions and therein 
open the door for a round table conference, such as Mr. Ilornell Inn* 
suggested, which will be the right thing to do, and not carry on any 
further a debate of mutual recrimination and attack of this kind. No one 
can claim to l>e the victor or the vanquished if the resolutions are 
withdrawn and a friendly arrangement arrived at. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: After so many lengthy speeches, 
it is unnecessary for me to take up the time of the Council with a long 
speech. I shall deal at the outset w'ith the observations made by 
Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy to the effect that the conditions imposed in the 
letter of the 23rd August written by Government to the University have 
not been complied w ith. I do not remember whether Dr. Suhrawardy wa> 
present here when 1 made my speech, but I think I w’as able to convince 
most of the members of the Council that the University had actuall> 
complied with these conditions, and I think, Sir, the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter more or less admitted that the University were complying with some 
of the major conditions. I have listened to a very large number ol 
criticisms, but the point which I have raised have not been met by uny, 
member. I repeat once more, that the sum of money Its. 2,50,000 is 
required for the payment of the debts. I am not going into the question 
as to whether the debts were rightly incurred or not. My point is, Sir, 
this money will have to be paid by Government because the University 
cannot pay it. Government must assist the University with Rs. 2,50,000. 
The University have stated in their letter that the money will be employed 
entirely for the purpose of paying off a portion of their debts, Thf 
University will not use a farthing of this money for any other purpose. 
I challenge anybody to disbelieve that statement. On this ground, Sir, 
I think the money should be paid. 
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Eabu Indu Bhushan Butta has criticized my statement to the effect 
that the Calcutta University while complying with the conditions in 
the Government letter, have not chosen to admit that fact. I have noli 
been able to understand the point which Mr. Indu Bhushan Butta 
endeavoured to make, but I may tell the Council that as a matter of fact, 
the Report of the Government Grant Committee is not in harmony witl 
the speeches made at the Senate meeting of the 2nd December. We are 
concerned only with the Report. The Report has in a manner adopted 
the conditions laid down by the Education Minister. 

The Hon’ble the Minister has strongly commented upon the expansion 
of the Post-Graduate Department. It is admitted that there has been 
expansion. The University authorities were led to believe that Govern' 
ment would generously assist the scheme of expansion which was framec 
with its sanction. The University authorities could not have foreseen 
the change of Government attitude, which may have been to some extent 
due to financial stringency. No support was, as a matter of fact, 
accorded by Government. The University authorities, as is well known, 
have lately made considerable reduction in the expenditure and a 
Retrenchment. Committee is sitting to consider what further reductions 
are possible. It is easy to see that considerable retrenchments cannot be 
made in a single day. Professors have been appointed for 4 , and 5 
years and they are entitled to their remuneration for those periods. But 
what is possible is being done. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: After this long debate, I propose 
to be very brief. Some members have assumed or implied that I am 
responsible for this controversy. I desire to repudiate this suggestion. 
I am only trying to do my duty. I leave it to the members of this Council 
to decide whether T can be held Justly responsible for this acrimonious 
controversy. I have made my position clear. Though some have 
suggested that I am responsible for this controversy, they have not tol< 
me in what way I am responsible and how this controversy can be ended. 
Suggestions that have been made to hand over the money with or 
without conditions or to appoint a committee. I have already plaoeo 
facts and I do not propose to repeat them. 

It lias been said that I want to interfere with academic freedom. Let 
me assure the House once more than I do not want to interfere with 
academic freedom at all. The whole position boils down to this: The 
Accountant-General has submitted his audit report; should we ignore 
the recommendations of that report? If not, then effect must be given 
to them. I am only trying to give effect to these recommendations. 

8ir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: May I inquire which audit report the 
Hon'ble the Minister is referring to P 
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Th« Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The two audit reports of this year. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI. Is it the report of the 3rd January h 
If so, I have not got it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER : The doeument of the 3rd January 
is a letter and not a report. This letter of the 3rd January is the reply 
of the Accountant-General to the criticisms of the University in his first 
audit report. If Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri had taken the trouble to got 
the letter, he would have found that it is the reply of the Accountant- 
General to the big volume that has been circulated by the University. 
I am not surprised to learn that Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri has not read it. 
His preconceived affection for the University perhaps made examination 
of facts irksome. 

Section lb of the Calcutta University Act says — 

. . . . the accounts of the annual expenditure of the said University shall 

once every year bo submitted' for such examination and audit as the said local 
(Jovernment may direct. 

Is it seriously suggested that this statutory duty should not l>e in- 
formed ? But apart from any statutory duties, I am paying tax-payors’ 
money, and am I going to allow the tax-payers’ money to l>e paid when 
business methods are not observed, when budgets are not prepared till (>, 
8 or 9 months of the year have passed, when there is no scrutiny of actuuh 
and when the salaries of the staff and remunerations of examiners ar< 
not paid? What is the University for, if these elementary duties are not 
jierfonned? If the University submits itself to he guided by the recom- 
mendations of the Accountant-General, then the University will find that 
most of my conditions will l>e fulfilled. I am as anxious as anybody to 
avoid this acrimonious controversy although I feel that I am not in any 
way res]K>nsible for starting it; I realize, however, that, the controversy 
exists at the present moment whoever may l>e responsible for it. 

I propose at an early date to take a step, which, I hope, will allay 
this controversy, namely, I propose to invite my esteemed friend Sir Asu 
tosh Chaudhuri, who is so keen about looking after the interests of the 
University, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, ex-Vice-Chancellor, and Sir Profull 
Chandra Roy, all three eminent knights, and all keenly interested in the 
welfare of the University to do me the favour of sitting with me to dis- 
cuss this question, and I propose to request the Accountant-General, 
Mr. Roy, and Mr. Hornell to sit with me at that table and settle the 
matter. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, if I may sav so without offence, is a 
great phrase-maker. He has coined a new phrase and stated that the 
time of the Council has been “ usefully wasted.” I venture to think 
that the time of the Council has not been “ usefully wasted I do no. 
know what is a useful waste of time but we live to learn. However, J 
will appeal to the movers of resolutions on both sides to withdraw then 
resolutions, it does not befit the dignity of this House to discuss these 
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matters in a full dress debate for two full days. I give this assurance 
that I shall once more try, in spite of criticisms, in spite of anything that 
may have been said or done, to settle this difference between the Univer- 
sity and the Government. I also propose, if necessary, to invite Sir 
Asutosh Jlukharji at a later stage to attend this conference. But, Sir, if 
nothing comes out of this conference it will not be my fault. If the 
memlKTs on both sides of the House will withdraw their resolutions 1 
shall not take up any more time of the Council — (Cries of “ Withdrawn, 
withdrawn!”) Then 1 resume my seat. 

The resolution standing in the name of Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Professor S. C. Mukherji was, 
in the absence of the member, put and lost. 

The resolution standing in the name of Rai Harendranath Chaudhun 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Mr. D. C. Ghose was, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt was, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Babu Itishindrn Nath Sarkai 
was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Medical 8chool at Chittagong. 

In the absence of Babu Annada Charan Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta was permitted to move the following resolution: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government, that immediate steps 
be taken to establish the proposed medical school at Chittagong and thin 
classes for training compounders and nurses be attached forthwith to 
the Chittagong hospital, and that provision for the same be made in the 
coming budget.” 

Adjournment. 

At (> r.M. it was found that there was no quorum, and the Council 
was accordingly adjourned till 3 r.M. on Monday, the 29th January, 1923, 
at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 29th January, 1923, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council, the three llon’ble Ministers, and 
95 nominated and elected members. 


Alteration in dates of meetings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Order, order! 
His Excellency the Governor has altered the dates of the meetings 
of the Council on the 1st and 2nd February to the 8th and 9th of 
February. On the 8th and 9th February, therefore, further motions in 
connection with the non-official Bills which have been intioduced and 
other motions in connection with further Bills of which notice has been 
given by non-official members will be taken up. 


8tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Ministerial officers of the Education Department. 

• XXVIII. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table copies of — 

(i) Government resolution No. 464Edn., dated the 3rd Majch, 
1922, sanctioning a revised scale of pay to the officers of the 
Education Department below the Provincial Educational 
Service now called the Bengal Educational Service with ill© 
exception of the ministerial staff of that Department ; and 
(it) Government resolution No. 13371F., dated the 22nd August, 
1921, revising the pay of all ministerial officers in the Presi- 
dency of Bengal ? 


19 



278 


QUESTIONS. 


{29th Jah. 


(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the Government to revise the pay of the ministerial 
officers of the Education Department other than those of the Director 
of Public Instruction’s office? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the cases 
of the ministerial officers were not taken into consideration as fore- 
shadowed in the resolution of the 3rd March, 1922? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlw 
Hon’ble Mr, P. C. Mitter): (a) (?) and (ii) The resolutions are laid 
on the Library table. Resolution No. 13371F., dated the 22nd 
August, 1921, deals with the menials and not ministerial officers as 
stated by the member. 

(b) The orders revising the pay of ministerial and miscellaneous 
officers in t he Education Department were published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 17th January, 1923. 

(r) The question of the revision of the pay of ministerial officers 
in the Education Deimrtment has been under consideration since the 
issue of the resolution. 

Residential quarters for the Chief Justioe. 

•XXIX. B&bu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state — 

(r) what action, if any, has been taken on the motion disallowing 
the expenditure for the construction of the residential quar- 
ters for the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court; 

(if) how was the land acquired for the purpose disposed of; 

(in) whether the Government have* suffered any loss in the trans 
action ; 

(iv) if so, what was the extent of the loss; and 

(v) what are the reasons to which the loss is due? 

MEMBTER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl 
Sir Abtl-ur* Rahim): (i) and (ii) The work was stopped, and th 
partially completed building together with the land on which i 
stands was after proper advertisement sold to the person who mad< 
the highest offer. 

(Hi) No. 

(iv) and (v) Do not arise. 
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•XXX. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the IWble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is aware of the Report of the Government Grant 

Committee which was adopted by the Senate on the 2nd 
December, 1922; 

(ii) whether the Government are prepared to make over to the 

Calcutta University the sum of Its. 2,50,000 voted by this 
Council for that body; and 

( Hi ) if not, wdiat steps, are the Government proposing to take to 
afford relief to the Calcutta University? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government are prepared to make over the sum provided the 
University authorities give an assurance that effect will Ik* given to the 
recommendation which the Accountant-General has in his letter 
No. 0. A-94-54-21, dated the 24th July, 1922, made with a view to place 
the finances of the University on a satisfactory basis and provided also 
they agree to accept certain conditions laid down by Government with 
the same object in their letter No. 1769 Edn., dated the 23rd August, 
1922. Both the Accountant-General's letter and the Government letter 
are placed on the Library table. 

(i ii) In view of the answer given above, the question does not arise. 


Retrenchment in various departments. 

•XXXI. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of retrenchment effected since the 1st April to the 

31st December, 1922, in each department of the Government 
of Bengal ; and 

(ii) the heads under which such retrenchments have been made? T 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): The member is referred to the answer to 
unstarred question No. 209 on the subject asked by Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy at this meeting. 

Brkfgee and culverts near 8entahar. 

•XXXII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a shortage 

19 a 
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of bridges and culverts near about the Saniahar, Akkelpore, Nasratpur, 
and Nathnagar stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. Bentley, Director of Public Health. Bengal, 
expressed his opinion that the insufficiency of culverts in the roads 
and railway lines and the faulty construction of the railways are the 
cause of the Nortlfflengal floods? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the steps, if any, that are going to be 
taken in this matter P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to construct at least four culverts 
between the stations referred to in (a) above? 

MINI8TER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(tip Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) The Railway Board have appointed a Special Officer 
to investigate the subject of insufficient ojieningH in the railway 
embankment and the Bengal Government have appointed a Committee 
to go into the question of flooding in this area generally. No reply 
can be given till these reports are received. 

(b) Dr. Bentley has expressed the view that embankments, including 
those of roads and railways are instrumental in holding up surface water, 
and that, therefore, they play an important part in the occurrence of 
local flooding. A mere increase in the number and size of bridges and 
culverts in an embankment may, however, in certain circumstances, 
do harm jrather than good. It is only the examination of a whole sys- 
tem of embankments which would enable exports to advise to what 
extent any particular road or roads, embankment or embankments might 
be responsible for flooding. ^ 

(r) and (d) The reports of the Special Officer and Committee will 
be awaited before taking any action in the matter. 


Amendment of Bengal Municipal Act and Bengal Looal 
Self-Government Act. 

•XXXIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in* charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is intended to introduce during the present 
or next session of the Council, Bills for the amendment of the Bengal 
Municipal Act (Bengal Act III of 1884) and the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act (Bengal Act III of 1885) P 


MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOOAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Rath Bauer jea): A Bin 



imr QUESTIONS. 2«a 

consolidating and amending the Bengal Municipal Act has been prepared. 
It will be introduced in Council as soon as the sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India is obtained to clauses requiring previous sanction. 

A short emergent Bill for amending the Local Self-Government Act 
is under preparation, and it is intended to lay a rough draft before 
the District Board Conference in March. 

Case of one Jatindra Nath Dhari. 

•XXXIV. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge erf the Police Department be pleased to state the 
name of the officer who, on perusing the report submitted by the Inspec- 
tor of the Shampukur thana, passed an order for sending up Jatindra 
Nath Dhari on a charge of “ disorderly conduct ”P 

(I/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state wliat notice, 
if any, has been taken of his action P * 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) The Assistant Commissioner, North 
Town, ordered entry of a charge under section 08 of Act IV of 
1860 (disorderly conduct). The Deputy Commissioner, North Dis- 
trict, after hearing the evidence ordered the case to lx* put up before tho 
Magistrate. 

(/>) None. 

Cun licenses for protection of crops in the mufassal. 

•XXXV. Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that 
a very large quantity of crops are destroyed every year by wild 
animals ? 

(b) Are the Government proposing to take any steps in this 
matter ? 

(c) If so, what steps is it proposed to take? 

(d) If no information is available in regard to clause (a) are the 
Government considering the desirability of causing statistics to be 
collected on the point? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that of late the number of 
wild animals — such as wild boars, leopards and tigers — has greatly 
increased ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of encouraging 
the use of muzzle-loading guns in the mufassal P 

Thi Hon’ble Mr* H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government are 
aware that a certain amount of damage is caused to crops in this way. 
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(b), ( c ) and (/) There are standing Government orders calling 
the attention of District Magistrates to licence Forms XIV and XV 
which are specially intended io provide for the needs of cultivators who 
desire to keep arms to defend themselves and their crops from wild 
beasts. Licences in these forms for both muzzle>loading and breech- 
loading guns are issued free of all fee and have been granted in increas- 
ing number in recent years. 


(d) No. 
(*) No. 


Teaohing of 8oienoe in Ananda Mohan College, Mymensingh. 

•XXXVI. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Deportment of Education aware that there is an increas- 
ing and insistent need for education in science, in the district of 
Mymensingh, and that the Ananda Mohan College the only College jn 
the district teaching higher science, stands in great need for improve- 
ment and expansion in the matter of the teaching of science? 

( b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
application made by the Governing Body of the College on the 19th 
August, 1922, to the Director of Public Instruction, asking for a special 
annual grant of Rs. 5,000 out of the sum of Its. d0,0t)0 set apart in 
this year’s Budget for the improvement and expansion of the teach- 
ing of science in private colleges in the mufassal ? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating taking any steps to sanc- 
tion the grant asked for? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. M1TTER: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) The case was considered with similar demands. It is regretted 
that in view of the financial position of Government no grant is possible 
at present. * 


Khodda operations in Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Traots. 

•XXXVII. Rai UPENDJRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hobble tiie Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Forests) be pleased to state the result of the khedda operations in 
the districts of Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Tracts during the 
years 1915 to 1922 showing, from year to year — 

(t) the names of the lessees ; 

(it) the number of elephants captured ; 

(hi) the rates and amounts of royalty obarged and realised; 
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iber of elephants that died in course of and after 
the operations; , 

(t>) the sale-proceeds of the elephauts captured in the Govern- 
ment kheddas and the costs of the operations ; and 
(i>») tKe difference, if any, in the proportion of revenue derived 
by the Government, as royalty from private lessees to the 
net proceeds of the Government kheddas p 


(b) What is the name of the officer who, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, supervised the work both in private and Government kheddasP 

(c) Has any remuneration been paid to him tor his woik or have his 
services been recognized in any other way bj the Government P 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[F0RE8T8] (tho Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Buidwan)! 

(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the table giving the information 
asked for by the member. No elephants were raptured durinir 
1914 - 15 . • 8 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which wen laid on the table). 


Departmental retrenchment. 

209. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Detriment of Finance be pleased to state— 
* (t) what economy and retrenchment have been effected depart- 

raentally in each of the departments of Government up to 
now ; 

(it) what recommendations have been made by the Retrenchment 
Committee appointed by the Government of Bengal; and 
(Hi) when are the Government proposing to give effect to the 
recommendations of the said Committee? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the said Report ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) ( i ) Retrenchments in the budget 
provision of the current year have been effected to the following 
extent : — 



Rs. 

6. — Land Revenue 

... 1,58,670 

6. — Excise 

85,000 

8. — Forests 

60,000 

9. — Registration 

... 1,00,383 

16. — Irrigation 

... 1,69,000 

19. — Interest on ordinary debt 

... 4,45,000 

22. — General Administration 

... 5,18,730 

24. — Administration of Justice 

... 1,92,701 

26. — Jails and Convict Settlements 

... 1,93,850 

26. — Police 

... 3,39,824 

27. — Ports and Pilotage 

52,100 

31. — Education 

... 7,72,716 

32. — Medical 

... 1,98,612 

33.— Public Health 

... 1,99,716 

34. — Agriculture 

... 2,57,648 

36. — Industries 

... 2,96,846 

37. — Miscellaneous Department 

19,100 

41. — Civil Works 

... 6,00,000 

45. — Superannuation, etc. 

1,50,000 

46. — Stationery and Printing 

... 1,60,000 

47. — Miscellaneous 

19,000 


Total 


48,88,895 
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(ft)' The Report of the Committee has been published and the member 
is refefted to it. > 

(in) Tlie matter is under the consideration of Government. 

(6) A copy of the Report is being supplied to each member ol 
the Legislative Council. 

Delay m the reconstruction of the Kidderpore Bridge. 

210. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what fine has been im]x>sed on the contractors for the construction of 
the Kidderpore Bridge for their failure to complete the construction 
thereof within the period of contract? 

( b ) If no such fine has been imposed, will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the special reasons for not imposing 'any fine? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the original estimate for the said work; 

(ii) what has been the actual cost of the construction of the said 

bridge ; 

(Hi) what special reasons were there for the abnormal increase 
in the cost of the construction of the said bridge? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhira]a Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) and (b) No 

fine has been imposed on the contractors because no time-limit could 
be definitely fixed, owing to very uncertain labour conditions in 
England. 

( c ) (?) The original sanctioned estimate was 11s. 8,26,899 for works 
only. 

(ii) Figures of the actual cost of construction have not yet been 
reported. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 

41 Phooka ” on milch rows. 

211. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the practice of phooka by the goalas of Calcutta on milch- 
cows? 

(h) Are. the Government considering the desirability of taking 
necessary steps for the prevention of the said practice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) and (b) The member 

is referred to the answers given to unstarred question No. (4) (c) (v) on 

?th February, 1921, and subsequent questions on the same subject. 
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Ministerial ofllosrs of the Eduoation Department. 

212. Nawahzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’bte 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education jiware of the 
grievances of the ministerial officers in the Education Department 
subordinate to the Director of Public Instruction, especially those in 
the lower division in regard to their pay and prospects ? 

( b ) Has their pay ever been revised since the creation of their 
cadre P 

( c ) Was their case considered when the recommendations of the 
Salaries Committee of 1907 were given effect to? 

( d ) Is it a fact — 

(i) that a lump sum was sanctioned for the improvement of estab- 

lishments subordinate to the Director of Public Instruction; 

and 

(ii) that this allotment was allowed to lapse for two successive 

years or otherwise utilized? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
why the case of the bettering of the ]»ay and prospects of educational 
clerks is still pending? 

(g) Is it a fact that the scheme for the ministerial officers in all other 
departments including the office of the Dilector of Public Instruction 
has been given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. But grade promotions have been made and the 
employees concerned- have drawn since 1920 the ad interim allowances 
sanctioned in that year on bdhalf of ministerial officers. 

( c ) No. 

(d) (i) and (ii), (e) and (/) A lujnp provision for the reorganiza- 
tion of all the branches of the Provincial Educational Services below 
the Bengal Educational Service was provided in the budget for 1921-22. 
The reorganization of the teaching and inspecting branches was sanc- 
tioned during 1921-22, but the question of reorganizing the conditions 
under which the ministerial employees should work was deferred pend- 
ing the decision of Government with reference to the recommendations 
of the McAlpin Committee. The McAlpin Committee had suggested 
revised conditions of pay for all Government clerks outside the Secre- 
tariat, but the clerks of the various offices subordinate to the Director 
of Public Instruction, were excluded from its scope. The financial 
position complicated the issues which have now been settled. The 
scheme has already been approved by Government. 

(ff) Tea. 
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BlqiMcfftara ok the establishment of Divisional OomniMonsrs. 

213. Bobu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state the 
aggregate expenditure in 1921 on the offices and establishment of the 
several Commissioners of divisions in Bengal other than on account of 
the pay of the Commissioners P 

TIlO Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD. Tile total expenditure in the year 
1921-22, apart from the pay of the Commissi oners themselves, on estab- 
lishment, allowances and contingencies in respect of the officer of the 
Commissioners amounted to Us. 2,97,624. 


Reconstruction of the Calcutta University. 

214. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURh (a) Will the Hon' bio 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Senate of the Calcutta University 
resolved on the did September last that they do proceed to 
appoint a committee of seven members, viz., four members 
to lie nominated by the Senate and three members by the 
Government of Bengal to investigate into the financial details 
of the promised scheme for the reconstruction of the Univer- 
sity ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that on the 23rd September, 1922, the 
resolution was forwarded to the Government of Bengal; and 

(Hi) what action, if any, was taken upon the letter communicating 
the said resolution ? 

(6) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why no action was taken P 

(c) Is it a fact that no reply was given to the letter forwarding that 
resolution even before the 3rd November last? 

The Hon'We Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Perhaps the member refers 
to the resolution adopted by the Senate on the 3rd September, 1921, and 
University letter No. G--54, dated the 22nd September, 1921, with 
which the resolution was forwarded to Government. Government replied 
to the letter in letter No. 2414, dated the 22nd November, 1921. Copies 
of both the letters are laid on the Library table. 

(b) and ( c ) Do not arise. 
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Eto^oral rolls and polling oentroi for Counoft o l oo ti o n . 


2ISo Batou BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department aware— 

(i) that there are mistakes in the last electoral rolls; and 
(it) that many voters could not appear in time to record their v^tes 
on account of the selection of polling centres at distant and 
inconvenient places? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how and when 
the electoral rolls will be revised for the next general election? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing 
that polling centres be fixed at central places within the areas of a fixed 
radius of miles ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT (LEGISLATIVE) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Abd-ur- Rahim): (a) (i) Mistakes 
have been brought to light in a few of the electoral rolls. 

( ii ) Government have no information to this effect. 

a 

(b) Arrangements are already in hand to initiate the preparation of 
new electoral rolls. The general lines of procedure will lie the same as 
those followed in 1920, but a longer period will lie allowed between 
draft publication and final publication, and this will facilitate correc- 
tion of omissions. 

(e) No. The size of the {Killing areas depends on local accessibility 
and also on the number of votes that can lie recorded in one day, and 
the fixing of {Killing centres is a matter for the determination of the 
Returning Officer. 

« 

Pay and provident funds for taaohers of aided girls’ schools. 

216. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that a con- 
ference of the girl school teachers, Dacca Circle, was held at Madaripur? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to stale whether he 
has received a c-opy of the proceedings of the conference in the shape 
of a representation from the vSecretary of the Girl School Teachers* 
Association, Dacca Circle? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
% is in the contemplation of the Government to take any action regarding 

the grievances raised there about the pay and provident funds of the 
teaohers of the aided girls’ schools as suggested in thtf “ Indian Educa* 
tional Policy, 1913 /* and other subsequent resolutions quoted in the * 
proceedings P 
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Hon’Mo Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(h) A copy of the proceedings has been received from th^Secretary. 


(c) In the present financial position it is not possible for Govern- 
ment to take auv action in the matter. Moreover it is for the Managing 
Committees of the schools to take the initiative in these matters. 


Quinine from Darjeeling factory. 

217. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon ’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the output of quinine from the Darjeeling factory and the 
amount sold (with prices), year by year, during the last 
ten years; 

(H) the imports of quinine and its market prices, year by year, 
during the last decade; and 

(Hi) the details of experiments, if any, with such indigenous febri- 
fuges as Nata (xuillnndina (C axalpina), Bunduk, Nim 
(Melia Azadirachta , Azadiraslita Judica), Shefaliku ( Nyclan - 
ther Arhorhistcr ), Ohireta, etc.? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (?) and (ti) A statement is laid on the table. 

(Hi) The member is referred to i*ages 54, 180, 207 and 307 of 
Dr. Kanny Lull Dev’s Indigenous Drugs of India (Second Edition), 
1896, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause* ( t ) and (it) of nnstarred 
question No. 217 , showing the quantity of Quinine Sulphate or 
Bisulphate manufactured and sold at the Government Quinine 
Factory in Darjeeling and also the total quantity of the dtug 
imported on Government and private accounts and also the market 
value . 



QUANTITY. 


j Market rnroa per i.b. 

Yt»r. 

! Manufac- 


Total quantity 
Imported. 

t 



tured. 

Sold. 


Whole.aU. 

| Retail. 


lbs. 

lbs. 


Bs. A. 

Bn. L 

1912-18 

43,853 

13,787 

Not available. 

8 8 

11 8 * 



and 11 0 

and 13 0 

1918-14 

51,562 

I 

20,959 

Not available. 

11 0 

18 0 
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T«*r. 

Quantity. 

! Total quantity 

Imported. 

S 

Mabkit pbicb pbr lb. 

kunuftc- 1 
tured. 

Sold. 

WholoMle. 

! 

Retail. 



lbs. 

lbs. 


/ 

Its. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

1914-15 

34,650 

34,596 

Not available 

13 

0 

15 

0 

1915-16 

41,814 

39,743 

42,870 

14 

0 

15 

8 

1916-17 

20,903 

54,171 

23,519 

21 

0 

23 

0 

1917-18 

29,417 

98,145 

19,405 

28 

0 

30 

0 

1918-19 

32,640 

50,236 

62,304 

28 

0 

30 

0 

1919-20 

18,138 

62,435 

105,427 

24 

0 

26 

0 

1920-21 

23,984 

34,510 

86,8C2 

33 

0 

35 

0 





and 47 

0 

and 49 

0 

1921-22 

22,713 



34 ,006 

69,089 

36 

0 

50 

0 


Purposes for the grant of about Rs. H lakhs to Calcutta University* 

218. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the purposes for which the sum of Its. 1,48,000 
granted to Calcutta University this year w T as earmarked? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. "MUTER: A grant of Rs. 1,41,128 has been 
made during the cunent financial year to the University of Calcutta for 
the purposes noted below : — 


(1) General administration 

Rs. 

30,000 

(2) University Law College 

30,000 

(3) The George V Professorship of Mental and 
. Moral Philosophy 

12,000 

(4) Hardinge Professorship of Iligher Mathe- 
matics 

12,000 

(5) Science College Laboratory 

12,000 

(6) Two University Readers 

4,000 

(7) University Lecturers 

15,000 

(8L Minto Professorship of Economics 

1 

13,000 
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(9) Deficit on account of house rents for 
students* messes in Calcutta 
(10) Salary of the Inspector of messes in 
Calcutta 


(11) Conveyance allowance of Inspector of messes 
in Calcutta 


(12) Establishment and contingencies of Inspector 
of messes in Calcutta 


Rs. 


9,000 


3,000 


768 


Total ... 1,41,128 


Certified Aooountants. 

0 219. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to 
state whether it has been brought to his notice that criminal cases are 
pending against some of the Government Certified Accountants for 
alleged complicity in preparing false balance sheets and accounts of 
some limited companies ? 

(b) t If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
such Certified Accountants have been suspended pending the decision of 
those criminal cases ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether these certificates to Accountants, like licenses granted 
to pleaders, are annually renewable on good conduct or like 
. diplomas are granted for all time; 

(if) what is the total number of Certified Accountants in Bengal; 
and 

(Hi) whether the list is revised periodically? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (a) and (h) Government have no 
information. 

(c) (i) The member is referred to Rule 3 of the Bengal Certified, 
Auditor’s Rules, 1920, published under Bengal Government Commerce 
Department Notification No. 1391Com., dated the 14th April, 1920. 

(it) The total number of Certified Auditors on the Bengal List is ( 
37 at present, but there are other auditors working in Bengal holding 
certificates from other local Governments. 

(Hi) The list is revised periodically and published annually in the 
Gefomtta Gazette. 
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Audit of the aooourvts of publio bodies receiving Government grouts. 

220. ftoi Dr. HARiDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’We 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether the accounts of all such public bodies as the Society for 
Oriental Art, Barendra Research Society, the Working Men’s Institu- 
tion, the Social Service League, the Depressed Class Society and the 
Student Welfare Committee, which are in receipt of Government grants 
have Veen audited by Government auditors avS is done in the case of 
local bodies ? 

(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of npt 
entertaining any application for the continuance, increment or altera- 
tion of all these and similar grants for the next year until they submit 
such audited accounts for the periods for which they received any 
Government grant in past years? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) No. 

Latrine arrangements in looal trains of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

221. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Hon’ble. the 
Minister in charge of the l)ei»art merit of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) aware — 

(i) that there are no latrine arrangements in the local trains of 

the Eastern Bengal Railway; and 

(ii) that passen gers of these local trains, especially when accom- 

panied by children, are often put^to inconvenience owing to 
the want of latrtne arrangements? 

(b) Are the Government, considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, to this state of things 
and of requesting him to provide such arrangements in the local trains 
running to Boguia, Krishnagar and Ranaghat? 

The Hon'We the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(6) The attention of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, .will be 
drawn to the matter. 


Ishurdi-Sadbugan) railway project. 

222. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to t fa* 
answer ti clause (b) to unstarred question* No. 50 put by me on A# 
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20th Jldvember, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge o I the 
Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) be pleased to state — 

(«)' whether it is a fact that in accordance with the orders and 
instructions contained in the Railway Board’s letter 
No. 232-650R.C., dated 20th February, 1914, a survey of the 
Ishurdi-Sadhuganj (railway line was undertaken and 
completed ; 

(ii) whether he is aware that in the report to the Agent, Eastern 
Bengal Railway, submitted on the 20th August, 1915, the 
abstract of cost of this railway line was estimated at 
Rs. 54,15,918 and not Rs. 43 lakhs as stated in the reply; 

(in) whether it is a fact that the total length of the proposed line 
is 463 miles ; and 

(w) whether the cost estimated per mile in that report was 
Rs. 1,16,974? 

The Hon’We the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) Railway Board’s letter No. 232-650R.(\, dated 
20th February, 1914, does not upjiear to have been received by this 
Government. 

(ii) This Government have no information about the reiwrt to the 
Agent or about the estimated cost. The estimate of Rs. 43 lakhs stated 
in the reply to question No. 50 of 20th November, 1922, was taken from 
the Railway Board’s publication “ Railways in India — Administration 
Report, for the year 1920-21 pag * 81 . 

(in) and (tv) Government have no information other than that 
given in the “ Administration Report ” mentioned above. 


Impending famine in Pabna. 

223. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
aware— 

(t) that famine is impending in about 100 villages affected by the 
last flood in the district of Pabna; 

(it) that in most of these villages many peopde are not getting 
even one meal daily and suffering a great deal from want of 
cloth and winter clothings and that most of the surviving 
cattle have died and are daily dying in these village#; 

(tit) that in Barabila, Chithalia and Chalan bil area the people 
have not received even half of the winter crop thia year; 
and 


Art , 
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( iv ) that springs in tjbe flood-affected area are being destroyed by 
a kind of insect ? 

( b ) What steps are the Government proposing to take to give relief 
in food and clothings in the flood-affected area? 

MEMBER in otiarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon* We the Maharajwfhiraja Bahadur of Bt»r<fcvavft)i 

(a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) In addition to what was stated in reply to the starred question 
No. LXXI asked by the member during the November session of the 
Council, it is not proposed to take any further relief measures in the 
district of Palma, inasmuch as the local officers’ reports do not show 
that anything more is necessary. 


Education amongst depressed ol asses. 

224. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(*) what steps the Government are taking to spread education 
among the depressed classes in the districts of Tippera and 
Pabnu; and 

(ii) what steps have been taken on the resolution regarding the edu- 
cation of the depressed classes moved by Shah Sved Emda- 
dul Hnq and accepted in a modified form on the 31st March, 
1922? 

« 

The Hon'We Mr. P. C. MITTER: (?) Government are taking no 
steps specifically for the districts of Pabna and Tippera. 

(ii) A grant of Rs. 30,000 was voted by the Council in the last 
July session .with a view to offer some scholarships to enable promising 
students of the backward classes to pursue their studies. The scholar- 
ships are to be given only on merit and poverty. It was also contem- 
plated (t) to give stipends to Sonthali and other aboriginal girls of Bengal 
domicile in order to qualify* as trained teachers; (ii) to establish Nama- 
sudra hostels in certain localities; (Hi) to reorganise the Sonthali 
schools; and (tr) to give an increased grant to society for the improve- 
ment of backward classes in order to enable it to start more schools. 

Owing to financial exigencies the grant has been reduoed to 
Rs. 20,000. It will therefore not be possible to give effect to all the 
proposals. The distribution under the altered circumstances is under 
consideration, 
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Dry 14 bhang ” as an axottable artids. 

225. SHAH 8Y£D EMDADUL HAQs (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture ami Industries 
aware— 

(t) that the ayurvedic practitioners (kavirajes) are required to 

take out licenses for using dry bhang ; 

(u) that no such license is required for using kuchha bhang; 
(in) that the dry bhang is required by the kavirajes for prewiring 

many important medicines specially modaks ; and 
(iv) that the applicants for licenses of dry bhang from Sirajganj and 
other places received their licenses this year three or four 
months after their applications were made to the respective 
Superintendents of Excise? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of exempting 
dry bhang from the list of excisable articles at an early date? 

(c) If not, will the HoiTble the Minister be pleased? to state the 
reasons for this? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) License is required for the use of green bhang also. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) Government have no information on the point. 

(b) There is no such proposal. 

(c) No grounds for such exemption have arisen. 

Passages from the Bible for University Examinations. 

226. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Is the Uon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education aware - 

(i) that the introduction of selected passages from the Bible as 
a course for the I. A. and B.A. classes of the Calcutta 
University was resented by the orthodox sections of the 
Hindu community; 

(if) that the people of Pabna passed a resolution stating that they 
are of opinion that Biblical teaching is antagonistic to the 
Hindu religion, that it is not conducive to the healthy growth 
of regard for the national religions and that it is a direct 
infringement of the non-interference policy of the Govern- 
ment in religious matters; and 

(Hi) if so, what are the Government goiog to do in this matter? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (i) and (ii) TJii« is a matter 

with which Government have no concern. The decision rests with the 
University. 

(iii) Government do not propose to take any action. 

Running train outrages amt robbery in female compartments. 

227. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware of frequent instances 
of outrages and robbery perpetrated in the female compartments in 
running trains in Bengal? 

(b) If so, have the Government taken any steps to bring the 
offenders to justice and to prevent a recurrence of the same? 

Tho Hon’bls Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a ) No; cases of this 
nature are not numerous. 

(h) Such .cases are carefully investigated by the Railway Police, 


Defamation oases against newspapers. 

228. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hou’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Deportment be pleased to state — 
(?) how many cases of alleged defamation of Government servants 
in the press have l>eeii brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment from January, 1921, up to date; 

(ii) in how many such cases have the Government allowed proceed- 

ings to be instituted against the editors or proprietors of 
newspapers concerned for defamation; 

(iii) in how many cases was the assistance of the law officers of the 

Government given to the aggrieved public servants; 

(iv) what was the amount of expenditure Government have incuned 

in each case; and 

(r) what has been the result of each case? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
list of cases referred to in (a)? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson): («) (i) and (ii) Government have sanctioned 
proceedings in the following four cases: — 

(f) The Servant* newspaper. 

(2) The Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper (Mr. Kidd, Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta, Special Branch, complainant 
in both cases). 
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(J) The Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper (Mr. H. Graham, i.c.S., 
District Judge, Rajshahi, complainant ). 

(4) The Dainik Basumati newspaper (the Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Galachipa, Bakarganj, complainant). 

(Hi) hi all the above cases; * 


(tv) ( 1 ) Rs. 6,440 in the lower court. Rs. 2,805 in the High Court. 
There are still some more bills to pay. 

(2) Nothing so far. 

(3) Rs. 2,695-2-6. 

(4) As far as is known the amount spent is Rs. 35. 

(v) (/) Of the two accused in the case one was sentenced to pay 
a fine of Rs. 500, in default three months’ simple imprisonment and the 
other to pay a fine of Rs. 50, in default one month’s simple imprison- 
ment. Both accused appealed to the High Court. The cases were 
heard together by Newbould and Suhrawnrdy J. J. Hie Judges have 
differed and the ruse was referred to the Chief Justice on 4th January. 
1923. 


(2) No action has vet lieen taken pending the result of the proceed- 
ings in the Servant case. 

(•>’) The act 'used having unconditionally apologised the case was 
withdrawn. 


(4) The accused having apologised the case was withdrawn. 
(b) The information is furnished under clause (a) (?) above. 


Periodicals in Bengal. 

229. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs Will the Rou ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) the number of dailies, weeklies and other periodicals — both 
English and Vernacular — in this presidency; 

(??) how many of these papers are owned by (a) Indians, and 
(b) Anglo-Indians; 

(it?) which of these papers are owned by (a) Indians, and (b) Anglo- 
Indians; and 

(tv) what is the approximate number of subscribers to each of theflO 
papers? 

The Hon 9 !* Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The information i* not 
teadRy available. 
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Survey and Settlement Department. 


[29th Jak. 


230. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether the Survey and Settlement Department conducting 
survey ' and settlement operations under Chapter X of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is under the Government of Bengal or the Government of 
India P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Department is under the Government of Bengal so 
far as Bengal is concerned. 


Apprehended budget defloit. 

231. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a deficit of about one crore of rupees is 
apprehended in the next budget; and 
(it) if so, how is it proposed to meet the apprehended deficit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (?) and (??) The answer to this ques- 
tion will be found in the Budget which* will be presented to Council on 
the 19th February next. No statement can be made at present. 

Legislation for State aid to industries. 

232. Babu DEB I PR08AD KHAITAN: With reference to the 
reply given on the 20th November, 1922, to clause (b) of unstarred 
question No. 45, will the ifon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to state when it is 
intended to introduce legislation in ijiis Council on the lines of the 
Madras State Aid to Industries Bill? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan BShadur: The Madras Act is being examined and its suitability 
to the circumstances of Bengal is being considered. Until this has 
been done it is impossible' to state definitely when legislation will be 
introduced. 


Motor bus servtoee in Caloutta. 

♦ 

233. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in^ charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
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it if * fact that motor bus services, other than those of the Tramways 
Company, are not allowed to be opened in the City of Calcutta? 

(6) .If so, will fhe Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state ibe 
reasons for this ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking steps to grunt further legal sanc- 
tion to the opening of motor services other than those of the Tramways 
Company in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No further legal sanction from Government is necessary. 
Applications for the registration of motor omnibuses are dealt with by 
the Commissioner of Police under the prescribed motor vehicles rules. 


Exemption of 066 $ charges in respect of petty revenue-free lands. 

234. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware that a 
few years back, there was a projKJsal to exempt the zamindars from the 
liability of collecting the cesses of Ihose revenue-free lands that ure 
charged with ('esses which are too small to pay for the trouble and 
expense of collecting them ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what the * 
Gevernment intend to do with regard to such small cesses? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (A) and (b) There was a proposal to grant exemption in 
respect of petty revenue-free lands. It has not been fully considered 
by Government yet, but it has been noted for consideration when the 
Cess Act comes under amendment. 


Date-sugar industry. 

235, Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the. Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Special Officer for the investi- 
gation into the possibility of improving the date-sugar industry has 
been appointed? 

(6) If so, what progress has been made in this direction since his 

appointment? 
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The Hoit’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) No Social Officer has been appointed, the 
money allotted for the purpose having since been withdrawn by Govern- 
ment. The District Agricultural Officer of Faridpur has, however, been 
entrusted to commence the preliminaries during the year in that district 
under the superintendence of the Agricultural Chemist, in addition to 
his own duties. 


Blocking up of the mouth of river Bamnida. 

236. Raja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that there 
is a river named Bamnida within the jurisdiction of Bheramara police- 
station, in the subdivision of Kushtia, in the district of Nadia? 

(b) Is it a fact that the mouth of the said river Bamnida has been 
blocked up by the erection of a bundh by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
at the llGth mile on the main line from Calcutta? 

(o) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the free flow of water 
has been totally stopi>cd, that the health of the locality has deteriorated, 
and that malaria, cholera, and many other serious epidemics are break- 
ing out every year ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that as a result of this 
obstruction the fertility of the soil of the locality is also being 
adversely affected? 

(cl Is it a fact that the i*»ople of the locality submitted a petition 
to the Hon’ble the Minister, dated the 29th June, 1921, for the erection 
of a bridge at the mouth of the said river in place of the said bundh 
to allow free passage of w r at&'? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Registrar, Public Works Department, Rail- 
way Branch, Government of Bengal, in. acknowledging the said petition 
by letter No. 81GR., dated the 6th July, 1921, informed one of the 
said petitioners that the petition would receive due attention? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Deputy Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, I)r. Sur, at the instance of this Government* 
visited the locality in August, 1921, and on examination of the water 
of the said river Bamnida found the same to be unfit for human 
consumption ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table the report submitted by Dr. Sur? 

(*) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what action, 
tf \*ny, has been or is proposed to be taken to remedy the insanitary 
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condition of the locality caused by the blocking up of the mouth of the 
river Banmida ? 


The Hon’bfe the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURf, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) to (d) The attention of the member is drawn to 
the reply given to question No. 10, parts («), (6) and (/), in the Novem- 
ber session of the Council, 1921. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) The member is referred to the reply given to question No. 10, 
part (c), in the November session of the Council, 1921. 

' (h) A copy of the report is laid on the table. 

(0 The attention of the member is drawn to the reply given to 
question No. 10, part (//), in the November session of the Council, 1921. 
Government are, however, forming a committee to investigate and to 
suggest remedial measures. 


Copy of the Report referred to in the reply to clause ( h ) of unstarred 
(j nest ion Xo. 236. 

I inspected the place with a view to find out if the blocking up of 
the Bamnida river by the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities has 
deteriorated the health and wealth of the local inhabitants and if so how 
it can be best improved. 

History. — About 40 years ago the river Padma was flowing close 
to the place where the railway embankment crossing tin* Bamnida river 
is. In those times there were usually high floods in the neighbouring 
villages destroying the crops in certain years l)eing so close to river 
Padma. When the railway authorities had to shift the old Damukdia 
Ghat Station to its present position, which is about 5 or 0 miles up the 
river, they had to construct the old line. The local inhabitants, I hear, 
approached the railway authorities to close the mouth of the river 
Bamnida to prevent flood water occasionally injuring their crops. The 
railway authorities complied with their request which was an injudicious 
one resulting in the blocking of one of the natural rivers of the country. 
They provided only two narrow pipe culverts which are quite insufficient 
to let in flood water. 

Effect on agriculture. — This river used to carry rich silt on the 
fields beyond fertilizing the land profusely. Although rice cultivation 
was not possible formerly during floods it was more than compensated 
by rahi crops in those flooded years. Since the closing of this river 
soil became poorer and poorer and at present it has become practically 
barren. This is evidenced from the fact that land is sold at much 
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Reaper rate in the affected area than the Padma aide oi the railway 
mbankment. 

Effect on quality of water. — I inspected the locality when the river 
^dma was in flood. It was visible that one side of the railway embank- 
aent (the Padma side) was flooded, the low-lying lands became one 
heet of silt-laden water, whereas the other side of the railway line has 
nly the river Bamnida with rotten water of reddish hue due to decay 
d vegetables and the lands on its either side lying dry and barren. 
?he villagers on both sides of this river have to use its water for all 
mrposes which no civilized nation can do so. But these ignorant 
people had to submit to it. 

Effect on health. — Twenty-nine villages were inspected to And out 
he extent of malaria in the locality. Only two villages, named Bahir- 
har and Soludag, situated near the source of Bamnida river from 
hidma and which are flooded with fresh silt-laden water from river 
hinges, showed a very low spleen index of 18*7 and 8-0-1. This shows 
iOW flood water can keep down maluria, when the villages further inland 
re suffering badly from malaria. The history of closing the river is too 
mg to make ns able to detect the former health of the affected villages. 
Tie names of the villages, with their resjiective spleen ind ces, are 
ppended in a separate table. 

Suggestion. — There is no doubt that the closing of the river by the 
ailwuy embankment led to deterioration in the health of the people and 
Iso in the agricultural condition. The more so it becomes apparent by 
he fact that on the day of my visit, although not previously informed, 
he villagers got scent and met me in hundreds to represent their case, 
'hey were so bent on having the river opened that if the Government do 
ot take steps within the near future they would take up this matter in 
heir own hands and would out^ the embankment one night and would 
ather go into gaol than suffer any more from the bad effects of cutting 
ff of the fresh, rich silt -laden water introduced from the river Ganges, 
was rather surprised to see the attitude o£ the people. I quieted them 
own and gave them hopes that they would get this opened in the near 
utuiT. To get. the full benefit from flood water a bridge must be con- 
ducted to the whole width and depth of the river Bamnida or at least 
. 20-foot span one of the same depth. The object of opening up this 
ridge is to cover the whole inland area with silt-laden water to result 
a the increase* in the output of agricultural products and in the decrease 
a malaria directly by decreasing the number of anopheline mosquitoes 
nd indirectly by improving the economic condition of the poor mass. 

S. N. Sub, m.b., d.p.h., d.t.m. etc., 
Assistant Director of Public Health , 
Malaria Research , Bengal . 



QUESTIONS 


305 

Spleen index of villages of the river Bamnida — coming from Damukdia^* 
29th August, 1921. 
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Provincial Potioe Service and number of Muhammadans therein. 


237. Mr. S. MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of t lie Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether one of the posts of the Deputy Commissioners of Police in 
Calcutta is reserved for the members of the Provincial Police Service? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

( i ) how many officers were appointed to this post either permanently 
or temi»orarily ; and 

(?7) what was the numl>er of Hindus, Christians and Muhammadans 
appointed to that post? 

(c) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a list 
of Assistant Commissioners (including acting, officiating and temporary) 
appointed in the Calcutta Police since the creation of this post in 1916 
showing how muny of them were — 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Christians, and 

(in) Muhammadans? 

(d) If no Muhammadans were apj>ointod as referred to in (r) is the 
Hon'ble the Member considering the desirability of filling the next 
vacancy by a competent Muhammadan officer? 

(r) Tf there is no Muhammadan officer in the Calcutta Police com- 
petent to fill this post, are the Government considering the desirability 
of bringing in one from the Provincial Police as done in the cases 
of certain Hindu officers who were given accelerated promotion? 

(/) Is it a fact that when the Deputy Commissioner, North District, 
went on two months’ leave yi October last, his j>ost was filled bv an 
Assistant Commissioner from the Special Branch, and that Inspector 
N. N. Muzumdar of tin* Special Branch was promoted to be an Assist- 
ant Commissioner superseding several .senior officers of the North 
District ? 

(//) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er be pleased to state what special grounds there were for promot- 
ing Inspector N. N. Mazumdar in suj>ersevSsion of 27 officers above him 
in the Gradation List ? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) Deputy Commissioners: Rai Bahadur Purna Chunder Lahiri 
(permanently); Rai Bahadur Kunja Behari Mukherji (officiating); 
Rai Sahib Patina Lull Brahmachari (officiating). 

(%i) Hindus — 2 ; Christians — 1 ; Muhammadans — Nil. 
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{<?) (?) Permanent : Hindus — Rai Sahib Harihar Mukherji; Rai 
Bahadur Purna Chunder Lahiri; Rai Sahib Panna Lull Brahmaehori ; 
Balm Upendra Nath Bose; Rai Sahib Baidyn Nath Mukherji; Babu Nalini 
Nath Sen; Babu Bhu]>endra Nath Banarji; Babu Mohendra Nath 
Mukherji. 

Acting: Babu Bhabanath Choudhuri; Babu Sukuinar Banarji; 
Rai Sahib Nalini Nath Mazumdar; Babu Mohendra Nath Sinlia. 

(n) Permanent: Uhristians — Rai Bahadur Kunja Behari Mukherji; 
W. Cook; J. Mulcahy; A. Farrow; I). Fisher; W. Muleahy; 
J. Woolley; J. Shevlin; R. Robertson; E. A. Hartley; K. Jennings 
(deceased). 

Temporary: L. Jackson. 

Officiating: J. Creffield. 

(in) Muhammadans — Nil. 

(d) The claims of senior officers must bo duly considered. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes. 

(o) This is a socialised ap]K>intmenl. 


Assault on Jatindra Nath Dhari. 

238. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Has the attention of the 
llon’ble the Mcmbei in charge ol the Police Department Immmi drawn 
to the cases of assault on one Jatindra Nath Dhari, in which the 
Northern Di\Mon Magistrate found that Inspector M. N. Pandit failed 
in the i>erfoinianee oi his duty and that his “ solicitude was not for 
seeing that justice was done but to save the culprits ” ? 

(b) What steps have* been taken with reference to the conduct of 
Inspector M. N. Pandit and of constables Sewpujan Sing and 
Sitaram Panday? 

(r) Is it a fact there was a charge that three or four other constables 
had joined in the assault on Jatindra Nath Dhari? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state* whether 
any steps have been taken to find out the culprits other than Sewpujan 
Sing and Sitaram Panday? 

(<’) Were the constables other than those two produced for identifica- 
tion ? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes 

(b) The Inspector is under suspension pending disposal of the 
appeal preferred by Government for the enhancement of the sentences 
passed on the two constables. The constables have been dismissed. 
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( c ) Yes. 

(d) Inquiries were made. Witnesses failed to identify the others. 

( e ) Yes. 


ViUI statistics of Vishnupur (Bankura). 

239. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Iiocal Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last five 
years ending in June, 1922 — 

(i) the number of deaths, according to census, in the subdivision 
of Vishnupur (district Bankura) ; and 
(w) the number of births and the infant mortality in the said sub- 
division Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 


Defalcations in the offloe of the Inspector-General of Police. 

240. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state — 

(?) the total amount of defalcations in the office of the Inspector- 
General of Police, Bengal, during the current year; 

(?.?) the manner in which the Government are going to comi>ensate 
themselves for the loss; and 

(Hi) the steps, if any, that, have been taken to prevent a recurrence 
of the same Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSbN: (?) to (???) The matter is 

under inquiry and information is not yet complete. 


Picketing. 

241. 8I<AH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware that picketing of 
foreign (doth shops was started by the national volunteers at Chauk- 
basar and BabuW.ar in Dacca some time ago? 

(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Giris Chandra Sen, the Sessions Judge of 
Pabna, has declared in his judgment in the Chandnikona appeal that 
peaceful picketing is no offence at all? 
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(&) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to the Magistrates and Police in the Presidency not tto 
arrest any person for peaceful picketing? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hobble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

TM Horfble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government have 
received reports to the effect that foreign cloth shops have been picketed 
in Dacca. 

(6) A remark to that effect occurs in the judgment referred to. 

(c) No. 

( d ) Because peaceful picketing is not susceptible of accurate 
definition. 


Sara-Sirajganj Railway. 

242. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in chnrgo of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch)* be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the guarantee given by the Government to the pro- 
moters of the Sara-Sirajganj Railway; 

(it) what, dividends were given by the said Railway ComjMiny to 
the shareholders in each of the last three years; 

(tit) what is the total length of the line; 

(iv) what was the total cost of its construction; 

(t>) what was the length of time allowed for its construction; 

(vi) who is the Managing Agent of this Railway ; s 

(vii) whether the Government imposed any conditions on the pro- 
moters of this Railway ; 

( viii ) what is the nature of the Government supervision over this 
Railway ; 

(ix) whether the Government participated in its profits over and 

and above the guarantee; 

(x) if so, wbat is the amount the Government got on each occasion; 

and 

(xi) what are the dates of such ixirtieipations? 

The Hon* We the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (t), (Hi) to (r), (viii) and (tx) The information is 
given on pages 4547 of the Railway Board's publication u History of 
Indian Railways ” corrected up to 31st March, 1918. 


21 



310 


QUESTIONS. 


[29th Jaw. 


(vi) Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Company. 

(ii), (vii), (x) and (xi) The Government of Bengal have no infor- 
mation. These questions should be put in one of the chambers of the 
Central Legislature. 


Bara! river. 

243. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meml)er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is aware that the silting up of the river Baral in 

the districts of Ita.jshahi and Pabna have made numerous 
villages on the bunks of this river unhealthy; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the Pabna District Conference pre- 

sided over by Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri passed a resolution 
in June, 1920, urging upon Government to undertake the 
dredging operation ft of this river? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to dredge the source and mouth of this river at an early date? 
If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (?) Government have received intimation to this 
effect. 

(ii) Government have no information on this point. 

(b) No, because it might alter the course of the Ganges. 


Pabna Municipality. 

f 

244. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of lx>cal Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the number of wards into which the Pabna municipality ig 

divided ; 

(ii) the number of Muhammadan voters in each ward of the muni- 

cipality ; 

(in) the number and denomination of voters in each ward of the 
municipality; and v 

(iv) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
Commissioners in the municipality this year and during the 
lkst ten years? 
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TM Hobble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANER4EA: (i) Four. 

(U) t (Hi) and (iv) This information is not immediately available 
to Government and Government are of opinion that its utility would 
not be commensurate with the labour and time involved in its compila- 
tion. 


Prooess-servers. 

245. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Dejmrtment be pleased to state — 

■fi ' 

(i) whether he has received t he Proceedings of the Second Con- 
ference of JVocess-servers which was held at Rajshahi ; and 
(it) if so, what steps, if any, have the Government taken in the 
matter? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the process-servers in 
many districts have to watch the office and do other works also, and 
do no work in the matter of the delivery of processes? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ hie the Member be pleased to state in which 
of the districts the process-servers have to watch the offices? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the work of watching can be done by apjmint- 
ihg office peons on comparatively less pay ? 

(e) If so, why is such work done by process-serving jmoos whose 
pay is comparatively more? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The attention of the District Judges was drawn to such griev- 
ances of the process-servers as Government thought worthy of notice. 

(b) and ( c ) Government are not aware that any process-server is 
exclusively employed to watch offices at night. Their services are 
utilized in the intervals of process-serving work during their stay at 
headquarters for miscellaneous duties and for guarding offices in the 
day time. 

(d) Yes. 

( e ) Does not arise. 


Case of on* 8uttdar All. 

246. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Dejmrtment aware that one Sundar 
AH was sentenced to death by the Sessions Judge, Tippera, and exe- 
rted on the 18ih of December, 1922? 
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(b) Was there any appeal by him for mercy to the local Govern- 
ment ami the Governor-General in Council? 

(r) If ho, what was the result of the appeal ? 

(d) Are the local Government required by rules to ask for a report 
from the district authorities before passing any order? 

(c) Was any report invited (or were the records of the case looked 
into) by the local Government before passing orders? 

(/) Was any appeal submitted by the condemned prisoner to the 
local Government for forwarding the same to Ilis Majesty the King- 
Emperor for mercy? 

{()) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon f bio the 
Member be pleased to state whet Iter the apical for mercy to the King- 
Kni]>eror by the condemned prisoner was forwarded to the King- 
Kni]>erorP 

(h) Tf not, will the ITon’ble the Member Ik* pleased to state the 
reasons for withholding the appeal? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The appeal was rejected. 

(d) No. 

(e) The records of the ease were examined by Government. 

(/) Yes. 

((/) and (h) No. After the rejection of the prisoner’s appeal to 
the Governor-General in 'Council the local Government, acting in 
accordance with the rules laid down in this behalf, did not forward the 
prisoner’s iK*tition to His Majesty the King-Emperor. 


Public Works Department roads within the municipalities of 
Pabna and Tippora. 

247. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ ble the 
Minister iu charge of the Department of Public; Works be pleased to 
lay oil the table a statement showing — 

(») thq names of the roads within the municipal areas of Pabna 
and Tippera which are under the control of the Public 
Works Department; 

(ii) the annual expenditure incurred by the Public Works Depart- 
ment for the up-keep of these roads during the last five 
years; and 

(in) when was each of these roads last repaired and when is it 
proposed to take them up for thorough repairs again P 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (i) (a) There is no road under the control of the 
Public Works Department within the municipal area of Pnbna. 

(b) Part of the Chittagong Trunk Hoad within the municipal area 
of Tippera is under the control of the Public Works Department. 

(«) Average annual expenditure is Its. 351 on the |K>rtion of the 
Chittagong Trunk Road. 

(iii) Partly repaired in 1921-22 and partly in 1922-23. Thorough 
repairs will be undertaken when the necessity tor the same arises. 


Police Department. 

248. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the JTonTde the 
Member in charge of the Ap]K>ihtmen< Depaitment he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total expenditure ou the Police Department in this presi- 

dency in the years 1905-0(1, 1915-10 and 1921-22; 

(ii) the number of — 

(/) Deputy Inspect ors-General, 

(2) Superintendents, 

(3) Assistant Superintendents, 

(4) Deputy Superintendents, 

( J) Circle Inspectors, 

(6) SuMnspeetors, 

(7) Head Constables, 

(5) Sergeants, and 

(0) Constables of Police on the 31st day of March, 1900, 
1916, and 1922? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether the Government have any intention of reducing the 

number of officers in any of the cadres above referred to; 

(ii) if so, what will be the extent of such reduction ; 

(iii) whether the desirability of appointing at least one Indian 

as Deputy Inspector-General of Police has been considered; 
and 

(ir) if not, what are the reasons for this? 

The Hobble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) and (ii) The 
member is referred to the Annual Police Administration Reports and 
the statements attached to them. 
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(6) (i) and (n) The mutter is being considered with reference to 
the recommendations of the "Retrenchment Committee. 

(uY) and (iv) No. These selection appointments are madej after 
due consideration of seniority and merit, and Indian members of the 
Imperial Police are comparatively junior in the sendee at present. 


Pay of Sub-Registrars. 

. 249. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the ITon’ble the Minister in 

charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state — 

(?) whether it was announced that the increased rate of salary to 
the Sub-Registrars would be given effect to from Septem- 
ber last; 

(vY) if so, why has effect not been given till now; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the income of the Registration Depart- 
ment is much more than its expenditure; 

(iv) whether there is any circular or order that the surplus of the 
income of the Department should not Ik 1 spent on any other 
Department before meeting its own demands; and 
(r) if so, why, before giving effect to, their increased rate of salary' 
is the surplus of the income of the department being 8j)ent 
to give effect to the increased rate of salary to the officers 
of other departments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (i) Yes. 

(//) Owing to financial reasons it was necessary to postqKmo the 
increase of pay until 1st Decoupler, 1922. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) No. A leferenee is invited to the reply to the question asked 
,by Bubu Eanindralal De at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the 14th March, 1921. 

(r) In view' of the reply given to clause ( ii ) this question does not 
arise. 


Veterinary assistants. 

250. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware of a feeling of discontent growing amongst the veterin- 
ary assistants in Bengal in the matter of their pay, travelling allow- 
ances, and house rent? 
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(5) Is it not a fact that a few years ago the veterinary assistants 
were on the same footing in the matter of pay and other privilege* 
as were the sub-assistant surgeons, sub-inspectors of ]x>lice, excise and 
schools and that while the pay, privileges and prosi>octs of the latter 
have been appreciably improved the question of pay, privileges and 
prospects of the former have not undergone any change? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if any, was taken on the memorial of the veterinary assistants in 
Bengal numbering 120, submitted to the Government in December, 1920? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALi CHAUDHURI,* 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) It is true that up to the year 1918, when the pay of the veterin- 
ary assistants was last revised, the jmy of the veterinary assistants and 
that of the other officers referred to in the question were almost similar 
although the other privileges attaching to these services were not the 
same. Jt is also a fact that since 191(8, the pay of the sub-assistant 
surgeons, sub-insjieetors of police, excise and schools has 1k*oii revised. 
But Government do not hold that the veterinary assistants are on the 
same footing with the other officers mentioned in the question. 

(c) The question of further revision of ]>ay and prosjx*ots of the 
veterinary assistants who memorialised Government in December, 1920, 
is still under the consideration of Government. The consent of the 
local bodies who contribute towards the pay of these officers is neces- 
sary before the rate can be finally fixed. 


Bale advertisements in local newspapers. 

251. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Is the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial l)cpui 1 men 1 aware that under order 
21, rule G7 of the Code of Civil Procedure, the Civil Courts have the 
option of advertising sale proclamations in the local iiewspajx*rs, but 
the subordinate courts have to do the same tinder the orders of the 
District Judges, in all cases, without exercising their own discretion 
as to the necessity or otherwise of such advertisements? 

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of putting the 
subordinate courts on the same level in this matter as the civil courts? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a return 
of the newspapers in which sale advertisements are inserted? 

( d ) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinu- 
ing sale advertisements in those papers which do not have a large 
ciroulation P 
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The Hovfble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Under rule 100 (c), 
Chapter I of the General Rules and Circular orders of the High Court, 
Calcutta (Civil), the subordinate courts ‘have every opportunity to 
exercise their own discretion as to whether a particular sale proclama- 
tion should he advertised or not in the local newspapers selected by the 
District Judge. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(r) The niemlier is referred to the statement laid on the table in 
reply to question No. XXXVIII asked by Rai Upendra Lai Ray 
Bahadur at the meeting of the 25th August, 1922. 

(<1) The matter of publication of sale notices in particular news- 
papers is within the discretion of the court, and Government do not 
propose to interfere with that discretion. 


Tolly’s Nala. 

252. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Meml>er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken for the canalization or other improvements 
of Tolly's Nala and what progress has l>een made with the schemes in 
this connection up to date? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. The SamokjHjta sluice was built in 1921 to prevent the 
tides meeting in Tolly’s Nala. 

The condition is being carefully observed, but Government will not 
l>e able to say definitely till the cold weather of 1923 whether anything 
further is necessary to be done. 


Madaripur Bit route canal embankment* 

253. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether another embankment is being raised on the north bank 
erf the Madaripur Bil route canal ; * 

(/'/) whether this embankment will affect the drainage system of 
the locality; and 

(mi) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to 
provide sufficient waterways in the locality? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (i) The answer is in the negative. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(in) Does spot arise. 
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Diet allowance for Indian patients in hospitals in Pabna. 


254. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Sinister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of daily diet allowance per head for Indian patients 
in (a) Pabna Sadar, and (b) Sirajganj hospitals, resi**c- 
, lively, in the district of Pabna each year, duriug the last 
three years ; and 

(it) the amount of such allowance in hospitals in each district of 
Bengal during the year 11)21-22? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) (a) Pabna 
Sadar Hospital: 1919— Kb. 0-3-7; 1920— Rs. 0-3L7; 1921— Us. 0-&7. 

(b) Sirajganj Hospital: 1919 — Kb. 0-4-1; 1920— Rs. 6-5-2; 1921— 
Rs. 0-3-9. 

(ii) 7'he maximum diet scale in mufassal hospitals in Bengal during 
the period in question was four unnas a day. 


Sirajganj-Bogra railway project. 

255. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Jlon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whal progress lias l>eeii made with the 
project of constructing t lie Sirajganj-Bogra railway which was recom- 
mended by the local Government to the Government of India for 
inclusion in the programme of projected railways for the years 1921-22 
and 1922-23? 

(b) Has the line been surveyed? 

(c) If so, what is the length of the proposed railway and the amount 
estimated for the construction of (he said line? 

(<1) If the Answer to (b) is in the negative, when and by what 
agency is it proposed to take up the survey of this liae? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (fl) The Railway Board have sanctioned the survey. 

(b) No. 

(c) Not known. 

(d) The survey will be taken up by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
when they are in a position to do so. 



OtJfiSTIONS. 

Prisoners in Jails. 
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256. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state wlmt was the proportion of different classes of convicts to their 
respective free i>opulation per 10,000 in the jails of Bengal in the years 
1020, 1921 and 1922? 

(b) Is it a fact that the percentage of criminals among Muham- 
madans is higher than among other communities P 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state the number 
of special cluss prisoners who were convicted from November, 1921, 
to November, 1922, month by month, in the jails of the Presidency who 
were convicted under sections 124A, 153A, Indian Penal Code, 
section 108, Indian Penal Code, read with section 114, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, or the Criminal Law Amendment Act, sections 17(1) 
and (2)? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): (a) and (b) The member is 
referred to the Census Report for Bengal for the y$ar 1911 and the 
Annual Administration Reports of the Jail Department of this 
Presidency. 

(r) The information is not available and the luliour involved is 
incommensurate with the value of the reply to the public. 


Educational officers in Pabna. 

257. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education 1 k> pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of Hindu and Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors, 

Deputy Inspectors and District Deputy Inspector* of Schools 
in the Palma district; and 

(ii) the percentage of the Hindu and Muhammadan officers referred 

to in (OP 

(b) Is it a faef that the Muhammadan population of the Pabna dis- 
trict is over 7t) ]>or cent P 

(r) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to state the total number 
of educational officers in the district of Pabna with their race and rank? 

Th« Hoifble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

There are uo such officers as Deputy Inspectors, of Schools. 
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* »Pf| 

(J) Ye*. 

(?) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 257 , showing the number of Inspecting Educational Officers , 
Hindus and Muhammadans, in the district of Palma . 

Sub-Inspectors — 

Hindus — Nil; Muhammadans — fj; Total 5. 

Subd i vis ion al In s peel oi s — 

Hindus — 1 ; Muhammadans — 1 ; Total 2. 

District Inspectors — 

Hindus — Nil; MuhAmmadans — 1; Total 1. 

Percentage of Officers: Hindus 12*5; Muhammadans — 87*5. 


' atement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 257 , showing the number of Educational Officers , Hindus and 
Muhammadans , in the district of Pahna. 


Hindus. 


Subdivisionul Inspector of Schools (150 — 10 — 250) 

Head Master, Zilla School, in the Bengal Educational 
Service 

Assistant Head Master, Zilla School (150 — 10 — 250) 
Assistant Masters, Zilla School (75 — 5 — 200) 

Head Pandit, Zilla School (GO — 4 — 160) 

2nd Pandit, Zilla School (50 — 2 — HO — 3 — 110) 

Drill Master, Zilla School (50 — 2 — 80 — .'1 — 110) ' 

Head Master, G. T. School (75—5—200) 

Pandits, G. T. School (35 — 2 — 75 — 3 — 90) 

Pandit, Circle School (05 — 2 — 75 — 3 — 90) 


1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 * 

1 

2 

1 


Total Hindus ... 19 
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M uhammadans. 

District Inspector of Schools in Bengal Educational 

Service ... 1 

Subdivisional Inspector of Schools (150 — 10 — 250) ... 1 

Sub-Inspectors of Schools (75 — 5 — 200) ... 5 

Assistant Masters, Zilla School (75 — 5 — 200) ... 3 

Head Maulvi, Zilla School (60 — 4 — 1(H)) ... 1 

2nd Maulvi, Zilla School (50—2—80—3—110) ... 1 

Pandits, (1. T. Schools (35—2—75—3—90) ... 2 

Pandits, Circle Schools (35 — 2 — 90) ... 2 

Total Muhammadans ... 16 


Total number of Educational Officers in the district of Pabna — 35. 

8araswati river. 

258. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Member in charge of the Detriment of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether the survey for the- excavation of the Saras- 
Wttti river in the llooghly district has been completed? 

(b) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
an estimate has l>eon preimred for the same? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The survey has not yet been quite completed. 

(b) An estimate for the pnfject will be framed as soon as all the 
necessary data have been collected as the result of the survey. 


Khulna railway and steamer stations. 

259. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the present railway and steamer stations at Khulna 
are being threatened by the Bhairab river; 

( ii ) whether any inquiry has been made into the matter; 

(Hi) if so, what has ten the result of the inquiry; 

(tv) whether there has been any pro]>osal to shift, the present rail- 
way station to a site on the bank of the Rupea; and 
(v) wlmt$ms been the decision of the Government in the matter? 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khah Bahadur: (/) There are no signs of any erosion. 

(u) In view of the statement above no inquiry is necessary. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 

(iv) No. 

(r) The question does not arise. 


CMoutta Research Tannery. 

. 260. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the work done by the Calcutta Research 
Tannery in the matter of improving the tanning industry of the province ? 

(b) Have the Government any further scheme for the 'improvement 
of the Research Tannery ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: («) The memliei* is referred to the reply given to 
starred question No. LXIII (a) ( iii ) asked by Professor S. 0. Mukherji 
at the meeting of the 29th August, 1922. 

(b) The Department of Industries had worked out a scheme for the 
development of a school of Tanning and Leather Chemistry, but this 
was held up on account of a proposal from the Government of India 
to co-operate with the local Government in developing the Research 
Tannery both on the educational side and on the manufacturing side. 
Tf the scheme of the Government of India does not come into being, 
the Department of Industries intends to revive the less ambitious scheme 
referred to above. 


Certificate under section 72 D of the Government of India Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: I beg to lay on the table the follow- 
ing certificate: — 


Partition or Mymenbingh District. 

Under proviso (b) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise as a case of emergency the excess expenditure of Its. 32,576 incurred during 
the year 1921*22 in dosing down the works in connoction with the partition of the 
district of Mymensingh. 


The tOik January , 191 5. 


LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal, 
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Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Medical school at Chittagong. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order! The resolution which stands in the* 
name of Halm Annada Charan Dutta was about to be moved by Babu 
lndu Bhushan Dutta on the 20 th instant, when the Council adjourned 
in absence of a quorum. I call ujmvii Bubu Irnlu Bhushan Dutta to 
move the resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to establish 
the proposed medical school at Chittagong and that chesses for training 
compounders and nurses be attached forthwith to the Chittagong hospi- 
tal, and that provision for the same be made in the coming budget. 

This is one of the long oveidue resolutions, that touch the most 
backward division of Chittagong in the Presidency of Bengal. The cry 
that has l>ecn raised throughout the whole of the province during the 
last three or four years is the increase of mortality. Sir, in remote 
villages, we always find that this increase of mortality is, to a certain 
extent, due to the want of proper medical treatment. The dish id 
boards have tried their hardest to put doctors in the village areas, but 
there are areas for miles and miles round, where doctors cannot be had 
either for love or for mone\ . The number of medical schools and col- 
leges in this province is very limited; and every year, we find hundreds 
and hundreds of students, who are only too anxious to get admission 
into medical schools and colleges, being turned away for want of seats. 
From the Calcutta Medical College, the Belgachia College, the Dacca 
Medical School, the Campbell Medical School, and even the Burdwan 
Medical School, we have heard that numbers of students are being sent 
away every year localise there is not enough accommodation. When 
there is such a dearth of doctors in this country, this state of things, 
to say the least of it, is deplorable. Unfortunately, the poor division 
of Chittagong has been the greatest sufferer for want of proper medical 
education. I will give some figures in support of this statement. I 
put. a question sometime ago- in this Council to find out the average 
number of students who have l>eon admitted into the Calcutta Medical 
College; and from the statement of the Hon’ble the Minister, I find that 
the average number during the past five years is this: From the Presi- 
dency Division 02 were admitted, from the Burdwan Division 38, from 
the Dacca Division 23, from the Bajshahi Division — from where my 
friend, Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, hails — 9, and from my own 
division of Chittagong 8 bo\s were taken in. Sir, just think of it — only 
g boys,~wllereas the Presidency Division got 62 and the Burdwan 
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Division 38. I think the members of this Council will join hands with 
me, when I say that my poor division has been left in the cold shade of 
neglect. Sir, we heard some time ago in this Council that the Indus- 
tries Department neglected the ease of Chittagong, because that depart- 
ment loved Bengal more. I hope, in this matter, at any rate, the Medi- 
cal Department will be pleased to love Chittagong the more, because it 
has been neglected for years and years. Then, Sir, I understand that 
according to the new rules, the Campliell Medical School hardly admits 
students from East Bengal, and if I am not mistaken, students from 
the Chittagong Division are not given as much facilities in the Dacca 
Mitford Medical School as those from the Dacca Division. It is, there- 
fore, quite clear that students from Chittagong have absolutely no 
scope for medical training up to now. This fact was taken into serious 
considerat ion by the committee that was ap|H>iutcd by the ITon’lde the 
Minister and they recommended that a medical school should he estab- 
lished at Chittagong at an early date. We, Sir, in the district hoards have 
been trying to move t he people for subscriptions for this promised medi- 
cal school. I think it will Ik 1 of advantage if 1 bring to the notice of 
this Council that the Noakhnli district board has allotted Hs. 7,000, the 
Comilla district hoard a similar sum, and the Chittagong district board 
even a larger amount in the next gear’s budget for this proposed medical 
school. Now, Sir, it would be a great pity if this money were allowed 
to lapse, simply because Government did not come forward with some 
help during the next year. The necessity of this medical school has 
been admitted by no less a personage than the Jlon’ble the Minister him- 
self as well as by the highest authority in the lnqd, and I do not think 
there is any member in this Council who would oppose* this measure, in 
spite of the financial difficulty that is staring the Government in the face 
to-day. Financial difficulty or no financial difficulty, medical education 
must be given to the people if you want to be a health v nation at all. 
I do not think it is at all necessary to sjwak further on the subject, hut 
I apj>eal to the Hon'ble the Minister to he good enough to s<*e that the 
money which has been allotted by the different district boards may not be 
allowed to lapse for want of timely Government support. 

With these few words I l>eg to commend the resolution for the accept- 
ance of this House. 

The Hofl’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I may state at 
once in reply to my friend that Government desires heartily that the 
Chittagong medical school should be established as early as possible. 
In making an announcement in this connection, 1 tlunk, I said last year 
that I had laid down a programme of the expansion of medical schools. I 
said that our first step would he the establishment of a medical school 
at Mymensingh, Chittagong would occupy the second place, and Bor- 
hampore the third. I think this statement was received with a 
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sense of satisfaction by the memliers representing the Chittagong Divi- 
sion. Government is now in financial difficulties, and if we had money I 
have not the slightest doubt we should vote the money in the order of pre- 
cedence that 1 have suggested. Unfortunately we have not the money. 
In the meantime we propose to help the movement in favour of the 
establishment of a medical school at Chittagong — a movement in which 
the Government and myself are in strong sympathy. We are therefore 
in this dilemma. We are pledged to establish the school second in our list 
as soon as funds are available and funds are not forthcoming just at 
present. I have learnt with great satisfaction that the Noekhali, 
Comilla and the Chittagong district hoards have all come for- 
ward with contributions in aid of this movement. I had the oppor- 
tunity of discussing this matter with my friend, who is very keen about 
it, and desire to rejieat the assurance which I gave to Mr. Annada 
Charan Dutta last year, that as soon as a local committee had been 
formed and the scheme was in working order, I would l>o prepared qs 
Minister of Public Health to make an advance from a fund which 1 hold 
and the disposal of which is entrusted to me. Last year w r hen His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales was here Kumar Sanat Kumar Mukherji, 
the worthy son of a worthy father, placed at my disjw>sal a sum of 
Rs. 51,000 to he devoted to the expansion of medical schools in the muf- 
assul. 1 promised Mr. Annada Charan Dutta that I was prepared to 
make an advance from that sum irrespective of the budget or the res- 
ponsibility of Government. I desire to rejieut that assurance again, that 
1 am prepared to make an advance out of this sum as soon as a committee 
has been formed and a scheme sketched out and is in working order. I 
hope therefore my friend, with this assurance, will withdraw this reso- 
lution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In view of the assurance of the 
Hon’ble the Minister that the*money will be advanced as soon as a scheme 
is ready and the committee appointed, 1 beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of tip* Council, withdrawn. 


Improvement of the Karatoya river. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 1 

move that this Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
steps he taken to open the mouth of the Katakhali to help the continuous 
flow' of the Karatoya river in older to make it navigable during the 
dry season and with a view to improve the sanitation of the villages on 
its bank. 

The river Karatoya, as it is at preseut, is only a narrow channel, 
choked up with wetxis which, during the hot months of the year, rot 
and emit b^d smells; und the decomjx>sed aquatic plants spread malaria 
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through the villages lying on both banks of it. Before the coustruc- 
tion of the railway bridge over the Karatoya the river was navigable 
throughout the year. Now it is silted up, and so narrow, and, at 
places with water not even an inch dee]), that its present condition 
threatens danger to the inhabitants of the villages situated on its hanks. 
Its river-borne trade has come to an end except during the rainy seasons, 
when its banks aie ovei flooded ami its depth of water allows free pass- 
age of boats of moderate size. 

Since the visit of the Sanitary Kngmeei, Mr. Silk, in 1000, things 
have entirely changed tor the worse. He found the river KaraUnu as 
a steady stream of clear water in which aquatic weeds thrived, but it is 
now in most places silted up and full of weeds which tlmve only during 
the rain \ season and become decomposed during the lu>t months and 
become a hot bed of malana. At the time of the visit of Mr Silk, the 
health of the icsulents of Bogia town and that of the ]>eo]de of the 
villages 1\ ing on its both banks was good. 

Within these 22 years, with the silting up of the Karatoya, the 
health of the inhabitants of these \illages has become bad. No current 
now flows through this liver dining the dry season, and this has been a 
source of apprehension to the inhabitants of the villages on its banks. 

As a means of communication between the many huge huh and 
markets which weie once centres of groat trade, it is, in its present con- 
dition, quite useless. 

The gieat rapid it \ with which the decomposition of tin' weeds and 
the silting up aie going on. threatens to seriously affect public health. 

I therefore uige the necessity ot deepening its bed, not onlv lor the 
saciedncss of its water that uttiatis thousands of devoted pilgrims to 
bathe in it. at stated times, but also ini its insanitaiv condition affect- 
ing the health < f the residents of Bogra town and of those of the villages 
lying on its hanks. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 have been asked by 
several membeisof m\ constituency in the district of Bogra to support 
the lesolutmn of my fiiend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hnfizai Hahman 
rhaudhuri, and l have much pleasure hi doing so. The rivei Kaiatoya 
is a sacied nver of the Hindus and has been mentioned in the “Bunins.” 
It was a mightv livei once; taking its rise in the Himalayas and drain- 
ing the vast plains of the Varendra Bhunii, it ultimately flowed into 
the sacred (ianges. Even as late as 1810, Buehanan-Hamilton 
speaks of it as “a very considerable river of the greatest celebrity.” 
The great floods of 1787 sounded its death-knell and thereafter its decay 
lias been rather rapid. In 1820 theic was another heavy flood which, 
bv breaking down its east bank near Uobindganj in Kangpur, diverted 
its main course to the Bangali. In I8o4 an attempt was made to resus- 
citate the river. A special enactment w^as passed to levy tidlg and 
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embankments were put up at Gobindganj, and large sums were annually 
spent on repairs. But all these were of no avail and the scheme had to 
he abandoned in 1805. Lastly, the famous earthquake of 1897 sealed 
its doom by the upheaval of its bed in several places. It no longer 
receives the waters of the Himalayas, but now rises from the water- 
logged marshes in the north-western regions of Rangpur, and as I have 
said already, at Gobindganj its main channel is diverted towards the 
Bangui i and goes bv the name of Katakhali. The Karutoya wheie it 
enters Bogru is a small, tortuous, insanitary channel trickling through 
its old bed. 1 have some experience of the Kanatova in Bogra and pretty 
nearly came to losing my life as the result of a motor-boat accident. I 
can therefore bear testimony to its weed, insanitary, and foul condition. 

1 cannot say what would he the best way to improve its condition 
without at the same time interferring with the Bangali and impairing 
the general drainage of the country. Nor do I know whether t he pre- 
sent financial condition would permit any expenditure in this direction. 
But I do hope that the Mon ’hie the Memlier in charge would take a sym- 
pathetic view of the matter and make inquiries whether any relief could 
be granted. 

Maulvi H AM ID-UD-DIN KHAN: I stand to support the resolution 
just moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafiznr Rahman Chaudhun. Be- 
ing an inhabitant of the adjacent district of Rangpur, I have some experi- 
ence of the malaiia that prevails in villages on the banks of the river 
Knratoya. It is no use denying the fact that Bogra is notoriously 
malarious lor tin* reason that the flow of the river which used to come 
from the side of tin* Himalayas through the river Katakhali has 
ceased as a result, as mentioned by the Kumar Sahib, of the great earth- 
quake of 1897. It is known to most of us that the scourge of malaria 
that prevails in those part* of the country has not only rallied away 
thousands of people of Bogra and Rangpur, but has carried a\va\ one 
of tlie most renowned of Surgeons like Dr. Zahiruddin, who was Civil 
Surgeon of Bogra, a few years ago. • 1 confess I do not know what 
would be tin* cost of opening up the mouth of the Katakhali, but I hope 
the Hon’ hie the Member will sympathetically treat this resolution and 
institute an inquiry to find out what sum will fie required for the pui- 
pose. 

With jthese words I beg to support the resolution. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman Chaudhuri has 
brought to our notice the necessity of improving the river Karatova in 
his district for the puqiose of navigation as well as for the improvement 
of the sanitation of the villages on its banks and proposes that Govern- 
ment should take immediate steps to open the mouth of the Katakhali, 
which, according to him, would help to give a continuous flow in thia 
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river. Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, who also has local knowledge, 
has told us that although the way or rather the method that the Khan 
Bahadhr pnqxxses does not appeal to him strongL , he eeitainly advo- 
cates the impro\ement of the river in question, whereas the next speaker 
has told us that he also supports the idea of the improvement of the 
river in question in view of the insanitary condition of the country 
around. Well, Sir, the position so far as the Irrigation Ihqiartment is 
concerned is this: fhat at present it possesses very scanty information 
on the subject. All the information we have about this at present is 
that in 1820 the Karatoya river broke through into the Baugali river 
through the Katakhali klml. Since 1850 attempts have been made to 
improve the Karatoya, and so far back as 1800 a sum of Rs. 75,000 was 
spent in trying to get the Karatoya back into its own channel, and 
*J believe that this attempt was made by closing the Katakhali klml. 
The attempt was a failure. That an attempt costing so much money 
should have been made seems to show that in 1800, at any rate, it was 
considered very necessary to close the Katakhali klml in order to im- 
prove the Karatoya. In the present resolution we an* asked to ojM»n 
the mouth of the Katakhali klml to improve the river in question. We 
have, as 1 have already said, no reeoids to show us what tin* conditions 
are at the present moment, nor are there any data by which we can 
judge if the measure proposed is sound or the reverse. It, is quite possible, 
in view of the fact that in IS(jl) an attempt was made to imprme the 
Karatoya by closing the mouth of the Katakhali, that if we open the 
mouth of the Katakhali, the consequences might l>e worse*. Again, 
we aie not in a position to say it the measure promised is a purel\ local 
question or one nmdving ver\ consideiahle issues. I believe m 1908 
the members of the distnet board and tin* municipality of liogra in 
then addresses to tin* Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
as it was then, drew attention to the deplorable condition of the Kara- 
toya. Of eouise, the Lieutenant-Governor gave the usual stcientvped 
reply that it was always a matter involving great difficulty to lesusci- 
tate old dying rivers. Apparently the question was gone into by 
the Sanitary Board and it was d topped in 1900, All these facts point 
to one conclusion, namely, that the question is very far from being 
'simple and therefore must be examined very carefully before an\ 
action can lx* taken. In these circumstances, T am sure that this House 
would not exjH»c< me to accept the resolution, but this much 1 can tell 
the Khan Bahadur, that I shall have the ease examined to find out 
what the condition is at the present moment, and after examination 
it will be for the department concerned to put up estimates or to put 
up any proposals that they may have. But it must lx* clearly under- 
stood that if the proposal means any large outlay then, as the Kumar 
Sahib has pointed out, in view of the present financial condition of 
t kis Government no immediate steps can be expected to be taken, but 
on the other hand, of course, it will be' for the department to examine 
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the matter and to bring the ease up to date, and so far as that is con- 
eerned, I can assure the mover that I shall have the ease examined. 
But beyond that J cannot give any promise, and if he is willing to with- 
draw on this assurance, f shall see that the department looks into the 
matter carefully, but I am not in a position to accept the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: In 

view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble the Member, 1 beg leave to 
withdiavv the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan has intimated to me 
that he desiies to ask for leave to withdraw the following lesolution 
which stands in his name: 

“This Council iccommcnds to the Government the immediate appoint- 
ment of a committee (to contain an adequate number of repiesentn- 
tives of Kurn]M>nu and Indian merchants hut with an Indian majority) 
to fully impine into and rejnirt on — 

(a) tin* piesent condition of the Associations 01 Kxthaiigcs called 
Haras in Calcutta; 

(/>) the modes of business earned on there; 

{c) tin* improvements to he effected therein; 

(//) the control to he exercised over them in future 01 the advis- 
abilit\ of issuing a notification for theii abolition; and 
(r) matters generally incidental thereto.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The following amendment standing in the name 
of Mr. R. 11 L. Langford James faWs to the ground: — 

“ That in the resolution of Balm Debi Prosad Khaitan regarding 
Haras, for the words and bracket 4 (to contain an adequate number of 
representatives of European and Indian merchants but with an Indian 
majority),' the words ‘consisting entirely of Indians * he substituted.” 


Retrenchment Committee's Report. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! The next resolution on the 
paper stuuds in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan Oiaudhuri and with 
this resolution, the two other resolutions which stand in the names of 
Mr. D. C. Ghose and Babu Jndu Bhushan Dutta, respectively, will lie 
linked. | 
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The suggestion that a date should be set apart for the discussion of 
tin* report of the Retrenchment Committee is no doubt made because 
certain days are allotted by Statute upon which the Council ate at liberty 
to discuss the budget as a whole or any question of principle involved 
in the budget. The lepoit of the Retrenchment Committee' is eleaily 
a question of piinciple invohed in the budget and could thoiefnre 1 h* 
debated on the occasion of the geueial discussion. Halm Imlu Hbushati 
Dutta's resolution asks in effect that the proper authorities he moved 
to set apart a date before the middle of February for a discussion of 1 he 
rcjMUt by the Council. This 1 hold to lx* in older for the reason that if 
the (iovei nmeiit weie able to accept it they could ask His Excellency to 
put fniwaid the date of the days for the discussion of the budget. 

Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhiui, however, asks m the second part 
of his resolution tor the fixing ol an early date for discussion in order to 
determine how tar oi with what modifications effect may heg'ivcn in the 
next budget to the l eeonimendations in the leport without leference to 
the liighei a ill bout ics. 1 allowed this resolution to go on the paper as 
a matter (.1 form; hut upon coiisideiing tin* substance 1 ha\e conic to 
the ileni conclusion that it is out ol older as it asks foi a date to bo 
set apart tor the discussion of a specific issue although a definite motion 
in regard to that issue is not before the House. That poll ion of the 
lesolution cannot therefore he moved. 

The tiist poit inn of Halm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuii’s resolution 
whuli asks for a distribution of tile reinirt among members has ceased 
tt he a mallei of public interest, inasmuch as copies ha\e been nr-* 
ciliated 

For similar reasons Mr. (i hose’s resolution and the first part of Halm 
l udu Bhiishan Dutta’s resolution fall to the ground and will not lie 
mn\ed. 

As regards the second pait of Halm Imlu Bhiishan Dutta's resolution 
he will he in ordei in moving it, hut only on the stnet understanding 
that he confines his demand to the putting foivvaid of the date of the 
days allowed foi the general discussion of the budget. 

’ Members will not he preeluded by this ruling from expressing their 
Views as fully as they desire on the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, hut no recommendations can lie made by the Council as a body 
with regard to any of the projHisals contained in the report. 

I may add that the members who have sent iri these resolutions had 
it within their competence so to flame them that a recommendation 
could have gone from the Council “to give effect to the report of the 
Retrenchment Committee with*<lue consideration of the \iews expressed 
in this Council/* in which case the whole matter w'ould have come up 
automatically for discussion in the present debate as settled by ballot. 
They have not, however, done this and the position is as I have stated 
it. 
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It is*of course open to any member to table a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the Council, but no fuller discussion would thereby be assured 
than that which is now being* afforded under my ruling; and, further, 
no limit of two hours is imposed in the present debate as would 'operate 
in the ease of a motion for adjournment. 

As regards motions for adjournment of the House, I need not remind 
memherH that such motions are subject to the orders of His Excellency 
the Governor. Moreover, to render such a motion admissible in the 
present instance, the second part of Babu Indu Bhuslian Duttu’s resolu- 
tion must l>e withdrawn at once without any discussion. If discussion 
takes place on that resolution, a motion for adjournment will be out of 
order under clause (m) of rule 12 (section 80). 

I call upon Babu Indu Bhuslian Dutta to move the second part of 
his resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Before r move ibis resolution, 
limy I say with reference to the ruling that you were pleased to give 
just now that it is not possible for me or for any member of this Coun- 
cil to go into the details of the report of the Retrenchment Committee 
to-day? 1 would only say that the recommendations of Ihe Committee 
are of such a far-reaching character that it will be absolutely imperative 
and necessary for the Government to set apart a day for tlieii consideration 
and full discussion by this Council. With these preliminary remarks I 
move that this Council recommends to the Government that the proper 
authorities be moved to set apait a day before the middle of February 
* for the discussion of the report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee 
by the Council. 

There is no subject, except perhaps the Calcutta University affairs 
that has created such a sensation among the officials and non-officials as 
the recommendations of what is known as the Bengal Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. 1 confess that tiie scope of the inquiry was so vast and the time 
allotted to them was m> short that we could not expect a detailed recom- 
mendation, full of evidence and full of due ( onsideration. In the nature 
of tilings, the recommendations must have been rather hastily drawn 
up and every page of the report bears out that view. All the same, I 
congratulate the members of that Committee for the vast trouble tbtft 
they have undertaken in making such suggestions, which show that it 
is possible to retrench neatly a sum of Rs. U crores, in the face of the 
statement made, by the Hon’ble Sir John Kerr that the bedrock of retreneh- 
* meni bad been reached last year. I think it is a great victory of the 
% Retrenchment Committee over the assertions of the late Finance Mem- 
ber. But, Sir, I do not know whether^to congratulate the Retrench- 
ment Committee on its recommendations or to sympathize with them 
in their failure; some of their recommendations are so good that it is 
a pity tl^nt the others are so retrograde and impossible. The only expla- 
nation that seems to strike me is that the report seems to have been written 
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by two separate hands holding two different antagonistic views. Two 
sets of opposite ideas have been trying to get the upper hand in the report, 
and the inevitable result has been that irreconcilable views have found 
place side by side in the report. This was the only thing that could be 
expected from the composition of a committee, against which we so 
vehemently protested some months ago. At best it is a compromise 
report, and has all the drawbacks of a compromise. One set of ideas 
has apparently been accepted, because otherwise, it was evidently impos- 
sible to get the opposite views adopted. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Is my friend 
in order in saying all this on the motion now before the Home? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I said that members would not bo precluded 
from expressing their views as fully as they desired. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The axe of retrenchment has been 
vigorously applied ceitain important quarters, whereas, it has lost its 
edge and weight in others. As 1 have said, no better result could be 
exacted from a compromise. The one outstanding feature is that the 
recommendations have set the whole country furiously to think. Extra- 
vagant praise and quite as extravagant abuse have come trom all quarters, 
and therefoie I think it is all the more necessary that both tin* Govern- 
ment members and the non-oflicial members oi this Council should 
devote one da\ in order to discuss all the detailed recommendations, and 
see which of them can he accepted and which should he refused. The 
first thing that I wish to bring to the notice of this Council is that there 
is no published evidence on record — the evidence that was taken by the 
Retrenchment Committee. The value of evidence, in a matter like 
this, cannot he overrated, and I feel extremely disappointed that the 
members of the Committee did not think it desirable to record and pub- 
lish the evidence — the valuable evidence- that they took. 

Then, Sir, there is another point which strikes us very much : that by 
one stroke of the pen this Retrenchment Committee has tiansformed 
itself into a Taxation Committee. It took the Government three 
months and more, involving considerable trouble, to impose thiee new 
taxations lasf year, but in one paragraph this Retrenchment Committee 
lias imposed a taxation of Ks. 20 lakhs in t lie Registration Department. 
Sir, when the Government decided on the appointment of a Retrenchment 
Committee to relieve the poor tax-payers of their heavy burden of taxa- 
tion, I think it could not have been thought, by even the most ardent 
supporters of Government, that further taxation w ould be suggested by the 
Coramittee } but they have done so. I think, Sir, it must be admitted 
that the taxations recommended by the Retrenchment Committee form 
no part of retrenchment and as such must be refused. Then, Sir, afW 
looking into the report of the Retrenchment Committee of the Centr'd 
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Provinces, it seems rather curious that the Rental Retrenchment Com- 
mittee has not hud the courage to touch one pet subject, viz., the Imperial 
Services. Now that the Secretary of State has been pleased to appoint 
a Royal, Commission to consider the pay and prospects of the Imperial 
Services, I think it was all the more nece^saiy for the Reticnchment 
Committee to declare that a poor country like Bengal < ould not afford to 
pay such extravagant emoluments to t lie members of the Impel ia) Ser- 
vices. Tim Central Provinces Retrenchment Committee has been bold 
enough to say that having regard to the income of the. average tax-payer 
of the country, the pay that is demanded by the Imperial Sei vices is 
utterly out of proportion. We, in Bengal, are evidently lacking in 
that courage. When Sir John Kerr pointed out that the Imperial Ser- 
vices would be within the scope of inquiry of this Committee, we sincerely 
trusted that this Retrenchment Committee would tackle that subject 
and make its recommendations lor the con^ideiation of the Secretary 
of State. 1 must confess that we have been sadly disappointed in that 
res|H‘cl. Then, as regards Provincial and Subordinate Services, it is 
rather difficult to go into details, but I must say that some of the lectun- 
mendations an* hanging like a sword over some of the Services which we 
wanted to take the place of the Imperial Sen ices m Bengal. Then, Sir, in 
some of tin* transferred dejmrtments, 1 am mm n to *a\, tin* hea\y axe ot 
retrenchment has fallen rather mercilessly. In the Education Depart- 
ment, I for the life of me, cannot urtdei stand how a retrenchment ot 
Rs. ,*J5 lakhs could he made without impairing tin* cause of education. 
The state of education in this country is proverbially poor. We waul 
money for the development oi primary education; we want mone\ for 
technical education; wo want money for the development of seconders 
education; we want money tor the development of technological educa- 
tion; we want money for the development of medical education. And I 
should have been glad if tlte retrenchments made by the Committee m the 
Education Department were to l>e utilized for the development oi these 
classes of education but unfortunately the Committee has not made such a 
recommendation. Tien, Sir. I find that the surve\ schools, which our 
poor town of Comillu boasts ot the only survey school in the province, has 
been proposed to be abolished by one stroke of the pen. I do not know 
what Evidence was taken, 1 am a member of the Managing Committee, 
but we were not asked to give any opinion. 1 do not know what the 
department said about it, but to say that the only school of this kind has 
no necessity to exist is most unfair. Then, Sir, in the nation-building 
departments of Co-operation and Agriculture, the axe has tailed rather 
heavily. In Co-operation, whereas the toj>-heavy ]*>sts should have been 
done away with, the Retrenchment Committee has aecepted the opposite 
view and lias kept the top-heavy posts and abolished the posts of inspec- 
tors. This can only be expected from a committee on which there was 
hardly any one having intimate knowledge of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment I ani rather surprised that Rai Abinash Chandra Bauerjee Baha- 
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dur, who boasts of taking interest in co-operation, and who declared in this 
Council that the importance oi the services of the co-operative inspec- 
tors should not be minimized, should have signed the report that these 
inspectors should go. Theie aie other discrepancies in this icport; for 
instance, on the most important cjuestion of the I ndianization of the 
Services, which every piovince has been dismissing and which is one 
of the foremost subjects that ought to be discussed in \ iew oi the preamble 
of the Government of India Act, 1 am som to find the Retrenchment 
Committee saying -this : — “In many depaitmeuts, European officers 
will he necessary for some, years to come, partly for the maintenance of 
the western standaid and partly because a siilhcie.nt number of Indians 
with necessary qualifications aie not available . . .“ and then I 

find a statement that the Indian Medical Service is one of the cases in 
point. I must >ay that this recommendation took m\ hrenth awav. It 
is well known to the member of this Council that during the. war a large 
number of our medical graduates got the Imperial commission. They 
served well— thei) records, were brilliant; but, the\ have been sent back 
because (iovernment could not find suitable jobs for them, and in the 
lace of that tact the Retrenchment Committees says that there an* not 
a sufiicient nunibci of Indian medical officers and that it is necessary 
to bring European office* s hum England. I must say that it is absolutely 
heait-bieaking to lia\e such a recommendation from a committee ot 
which my fiimid, Habu Suiendra Nath Mullik, was a member. 

Then, Sii, I find that in the Education Department, where Indian 
graduates with brilliant leeoidsare available, theie also it is reeominend- 
ed that some places must he leseived for Europeans. 

1 do not understand this sentiment. If was a gieat exjieetut ion that 
we were holding as ingards the f ndianization of the Sen ices at any 
i ate. Remembering the great speech of Balm Suremlra Nath Mallik, 
deli \ ered on the question of the Indian Police Service, we could hardly 
exjiect that this Committee would insult us by saying that there are 
not sufficient men in this count r\ who are well qualified to dicharge 
these high duties. 1 think that is a great insult to this country and 
1 hope that he and his colleagues will withdraw these remarks as regards 
the Indianization of the Ser vices. 

Then, as regards the western standard, I do not know what the 
western standard is. I have been in England myself. I have seen 
the administration of England. 1 can assure the members of this 
Council that the administration of India, as carried on by the Bureau- 
cracy, is no more like- the administration of England than the moon is 
like the sun, not even as much as that. There is a great deal of differ- 
ence. We do not want this plea of false western standard to continue. 
If it is possible to bring in the real western standard, then bring it. 
We will not have a sham western standard from the Imperial Services. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is it to be only in the dress? 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! The hon'ble member must be 
allowed to proceed. Mr. Mallik, you can take notes and reply after- 
wards. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Then, as regards the pay of the 
Services, it will not be jHissible for me, within the time alloted to me, 
to go into the details of the question, but one of the principles that 
they have adopted is this, that the Indian officers doing the same 
duty should be content with two-thirds of the salary. Tins point was 
a great bone of contention lietween the late Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale and 
the Government of India and he fought tooth and nail against this, and 
to-day tin* apostles of the Retrenchment Committee recommend some- 
thing, against which Mr. Gokhale fought. It will not he fair on me or 
on this Council to go into more details of this rcjwnt, but I will say this, 
that when 1 criticize the recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee so vigorously. I do not mean to say that some of their recommenda- 
tions art* not good or that some of them cannot be given effect tout once. 
I do not say that it is not jH>ssible to effect retrenchment up to at least 
one crore. I think that two crores might he retrenched, but what I do 
say is this, that in addition to the good suggestions made b\ them, they 
have also made suggestions which are absurd. We lune been insis- 
tently hearing a rumour that the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee an* going to he shelved as far as the next budged is con- 
cerned. I hojM' that it is a baseless i union] . 1 hoj** that the Govern- 

ment will try its best to give effect to those* recommendations of the 
Uetrene'hment Committee which have the* concunonce of this Council, 
and that is why l want to put the middle of bVhruun foi the* discussion 
and recommemdation of this Council. I should like* to bring this warning 
to the notice of Government ; led them not shelve this matter. There* 
was a deficit of nearly a crore of ruj>ees in Novemlier. I hear that much 
of that eledicit has been wiped out. Even if it is, let tin* Government 
remember that the* administration of Bengal is extravagant and must 
Ik* retrenched. Led them not shelve the* projKisals of necessary retrench- 
ment. Let them take heed that unless the proposals of the 
Retrenchment Commilte*e, supjwted by this Council, are given effect 
to in this budget, we, tin* non-official meunlcrs of the Council, — at 
least, 1 speak, as a mem Iter of the “ breezy corner ” of the ()p]K>sition, — 
shall Ik* obliged to refuse the whole budget. 


Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: The report of the Retrench- 
ment Committee is published and so there is no need for the first part 
of the resolution. It is, however, extremely urgent that there should 
bo a general discussion on the recommendations made there. Some 
of these, for instance, the ease of secondary education, are of such 
striking character, that they show a distinct change in the policy of 
the Government, although the authors may regard these as only change 
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of methods, rather than a curtailment of the functions of the Govern-* 
ment. The retrenchments recommended in the nation-building depart- 
ments are so very drastic in nature, that people are seriously question- 
ing the wisdom of demanding reductions of the expenditure of the 
Government. I do not refer to the protests from interested quarters, 
but I mean those from the public, who want to know whether the 
retrenchment promised in education arc consistent with the spirit of 
the terms of reference. Lastly, it is a questionable jioint whether, in 
a country like ours, where illiteracy is universal, epidemics raging, and 
agriculture, though the principal occult ion, in the most primitive 
form, it is axiomatic that the first duties of the Government are only to 
give security , to enforce law and order, to collect public revenues, and 
provide an efficient judiciary and magistracy. Sir, these are vital points. 
The spirit in which the recommendations are accepted will decide the 
fate- of the province for years to conic, It is impoituiit, therefore, that 
all shad esof opinion Ik* collected before an\ line of action is decided. 
The matter should be exhaustively dealt with here also, where we, the 
representations of the ]>eople, meet. I therefore support the resolution 
for allotting a special das foi the jmrjKise. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to su pjHivt this motion 
for a sj>ecial day for discussion, as I believe that the members of the 
Retrenchment Committee do not claim infallibility or that they are likely 
to do so. If this Council can throw further light on the questions that 
they have discussed and can get them modified by the light of that 
discussion, certain!) I, of all men, ‘will be most happy to accept, j, 
therefore, think that a da\ might he gi\en for tins purjMise. There 
is another reason win I wish this. The rejHirt is a somewhat voluminous 
one; it is a big book and it cannot be exacted that unless tin* members 
have gone through it carefully much good result will come out of this dis- 
cussion. Much of the criticisms that have already been made seem to 
me to have been made without tin* rejmrt having been gone through. 

I think, therefore, it will Is* better if we give a little more time — hard 
pressed as we are for time — to the members to go through the book'' 
and then it could be discussed with advantage to the contrary. 

Mr, F, E, E, VILLIER8: T p to the time when Halm Indu Bhushan 
Dutta started his very able disquisition on the question of the Retrench- 
ment Committee* I must say I had always looked upon men like 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, Sir Campbell Rhodes, and Mr. Mullik with 
little respect and approbation, but as Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta pro- 
ceeded with his disquisition I must say my feelings of rested towards 
those gentlemen fell greatly. Fancy such a Sided Committee! For- 
tunately, however, when he was half-way through his speech he was 
kind enough to say that indeed there were some good points in the 
document which had been produced by the Retrenchment Committee. 
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It is indeed a good thing to hear that there are some gmxl points and that 
the report is not wholly iniquitous! At the beginning of the debate 
I had felt rather inclined to oppose this resolution ol putting aside a day 
for the discussion of this question. But, Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta 
having put forward so mun\ points — having, in fact, established him- 
self as lienig pissibly the one gentleman in this Council who alone 
ought to have been chosen to constitute this Retrenchment Committee — 
and having upset so many points in the rep>rt which 1 had considered 
good and championed so many which 1 had considered had, that on 

reconsideration 1 feel it would he a good thing to put aside a day for 

this discussion, and as such I heart ih support the ic, solution in order 
that tliis Council may hu\e a real chance of choosing between Balm Indu 
Bhushan Dutta and such ordmun folk as Sii Rajendra Nath Mukharji, 
Sir Campbell Rhodes, and Mr. Mallik — to sa\ nothing of the remainder 
of the Committee! 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I cannot bettei express my opinion 
al smt the recommendations of jhe Retrenchment Committee than b\ 
saying that I consider most of the recommendations as monstrous, mis- 
chievous, and absurd. 1 am myself vei \ keenh in tavern ni leticnch- 
lnent, but that is no reason why I should endorse proposals I was 

almost going to say insane proposals— which will lav the 

axe of retrenchment at the very root of the Reborns, and which 
seem to ha\e been put forward without an\ tegaid fin the dictates of 
reason or common sense. I wish, however, to gtiaid mvselt against 
being misunderstood. I do not say that then* is no in ommendat ion 
here or there which might not he accepted, but the position 1 take up 
is this, that the recommendations should he rejected both on the ground 
that they will i in { h*i i 1 the Reforms and that they would l>»> most disas- 
trous to my community as a whole. 

I will deal very bueflv with the asjiect of I lit* recommendations winch 
affect the Reforms by curtailing the activities ol the transferred depart- 
ments. A cursory glance wilf convince* an\ one that the deepest cuts 
have been made in the transferred departments, some oi which have* been 
so maimed, mangled, and disfigured that not even a few dr\ lames have 
lieen left. Take the case of the Education Dcpai tinent. There are no 
longer to he any Government schools, colleges, madrassahs. maktabs, 
deputy inspectors, sub-inspectors oi anything of that kind. There is to 
tie no doubt n Director of Public Instruction with no distinction to direct 
and with a Minister in charge of the department reduced very much to 
the same pisjtion as the Sultan of Turkey at the hands of Mu.stapha 
Kemal Pasha. We have got to remember that these recommendations 
have been made and Government lias been asked to surrender its Respon- 
sibilities to the people in the matter of popular education and to give 
up the control of schools and colleges much in the same spirit in which 
an erring mother abandons her illegitimate children. There is to lie 
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110 feeling of remoise. no compunction. nothing of the kind. Withdraw 
from the field of activities on the plausible excuse that we have got no 
funds. In retrenching, has not (iovernment any duty to the jieople 
of this country ? What has lieen the pionounced policy of (Government 
repeated often and often ever since the famous despatch of 1835? Is 
it not a fact that (io\ eminent solemnly took u|H»n itself the duty of set- 
ting up nlodel institutions in older that private enterprise might have an 
example to follow and to continue in the field so long as the people have 
not shown that aptitude m oiganizing educational institutions when 
they can he expected to take up the work which had lntheito been done 
by the State? In all civilized count ries. the education of the jieople is 
the first clause on the cate and consideration of (iovernment. Can it 
he lionesth said that India has attained that stage of development when 
Government can withdraw, and withdraw' so very fully and so completely 
as to leave tin* dilection of affairs in education entirely in the hands of 
tin* people? What are the pioposaK? Hand overall these institutions 
to local bodies! Who does not know that these local bodies have not got 
siiflh lent funds at t In* i i disposal to meet the oidinary demands of sani- 
tation and education v You Inlk ot taxation and local taxation! We 
know that in the niutassal it is absoluleK impossible to raise any money 
h\ taxation W hat, then, will he the effeet ot handing over these ins- 
titutions? Most untoi t unatelx the result will he dangerous, which will 
gladden the heai I of evei \ non-co-operator ! What do the\ want? They 
wanted to destiox \our institutions because the\ sa\ that in these ins- 
titutions \oung men aie taught the principles ot loxalty to Government, 
and id lovaltx to ordered institutions which it is impossible to lecoiicile 
with an\ rex olut lon.n \ movement. I f Govei nim»n< withdraws, let it not 
be doubted tin a single moment that all these institutions will become 
the bleeding giounds toi maleontents, for discontents, for disloyal 
jMniple, and the gicat nuiseiies foi l evoluf iotiaries to liateh their scheme-*. 

Leaving asiile the ipiestioii of (‘ducal ion , conn* for a moment to 
Agnculluie and Co-o)>eint l v e (‘mill and allied departments. What do 
we find ? lien*, again. Government lias been asked to withdraw tiom the 
field of activities without any notice whatever and without giving tin* 
|NM>p1e anv time to < onsidei what is being done with respect to these 
depart incuts. Only tin* other day, Government was very enthusiastic 
in saving that so much lias been done in the Co-o|>eintive Credit Societies 
Department that it is to the eternal credit of the officers of the depart- 
ment that thev have shown the people a way out of their financial diffi- 
culties, that they have taken them hv the hand and put them on 
the road of material prosjieritv b\ taking the load of debt from off their 
heads. Now if (iovernment withdraws all on a sudden, the whole* thin# 
falls on non-official shoulders, ('an it be said and can it lx* expected 
that these co-oj>erati\e credit societies and agiicultural institutions will 
continue to flourish in the same wav as they have been doing sfl long? 
I do not mean to say that it is to Ik? expected that Government w ill keep 
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eternal control over these departments. That time may come, let us 
all liojw that it will come very soon, hut certainly the time has not 
yet come. At any rate, if there is to be any withdrawal, it ought to 
be gradual. It cannot lie so sudden and so wholesale as has been 
suggested in the report. 

Then, Sir, passing over the other departments of Education, Sani- 
tation, and Public Health, I wish to sav a few* words as regards the effect 
which these recommendations will have oil the Muhammadan com- 
munity. One of the recommendations is that the special officers for 
Muhammadan education should !>e abolished. And what is the reason 
given? That these* officers are prone to accentuate racial differences 
and, to pu< it shortly, to point out to .the authorities instances in 'which 
Muhammadan interests in education have been neglected. Beautiful 
logic indeed ! These officers have been api>ointed fora particular purpose 
and for informing a particular duty. They have done their duty so 
well that it is time — that it is the reason given — to dispense with their 
services. A thief once entered a house and found a light burning. 
“ Put out the light,” cried the thief, ” which interferes with my opera- 
tion.” So said the thief. The report says: “Do away with these posts 
of Muhammadan inspectors. They ]x>int out to the authorities instances 
in which Muhammadan have suffered; let them go, Jet them go so that 
we may sacrifice Muhammadan interests with impunity, so that 
there may Ik* no one to bring these giicvances to see the light of day.” 
Ts this fair, is this honest ? Is this a just recommendation? As regards 
these Muhammadan ins|H*ctors, let me remind the (Vmneil that in the 
year 1915, I moved a resolution in the Council which, after 
a great discussion, was accepted by Government for the appointment of 
these Muhammadan insjieclors. Government ga\e a solemn assurance 
that these officers would herein ployed for the purpose not merely of point- 
ing out instances where Muhammadan interests had been neglected but 
to induce Muhammadans to tulle more keenly to educational institutions 
than they had done before. As a matter of fart, these officers had ever 
considered il their supreme dut> to induce Muhammadans to flock in large 
numbers to schools and colleges so that they may take the fullest advan- 
tage of the educational institutions in the country, and they have done 
this for the last eight years. All on a sudden, the recommendation goes 
forth that these officers should be dispensed with! If there was any 
time when these officers would have lieen more urgently required than 
ever, it is now, when the activities of a certain section of politicians have 
induced Muhammadan 1h»vs more and more tr> fall away from the insti- 
tutions in the (Wintry, to desert the schools and colleges, and tn boycott 
English education altogether. 

I now come to the question of the abolition of the Calcutta Madrassah. 
I coulcf hardly believe my eyes when I read those few lines in which the 
Committee recommends that the functions performed by the Calcutta 
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Madrassah might as well be performed by other tnlu rational institutions; 
for instance, the Presidency College, it is j>erhups not known to this 
Council that the Calcutta Madrassah has got two distinct departments. 
One is the Anglo- Persian Department, where instructions is given up 
to the Matriculation standard, and the other is the Arabic Department, 
where instruction is given in Arabic, Persian, and Crdu up to a certain 
standard and the students are allowed to goon higher with their studies 
in Arabic, in Muhammadan law, theology, the “ Koran ” and other 
matters. Is it seiiously suggested that the functions performed by the 
Arabic Department of the Calcutta Madrassah will be jierfurmed by the 
Presidency College ^ Is it suggested that the Kunqienn piofessorx of 
the Presidency College, or for the matter of that one or two Indians there, * 
will jierform the same duties as the Moulanas and Shams-ul-C lamas 
j>erforin in the Arabic Department of the Calcutta Madrassah ? If that is 
so, then these gentlemen will have to cultivate very long, flowing hoards 
and be decked with flowing robes, discoursing nothing hut' Arabic and 
giving to a section of admiring students abstruse interpretation of the 
” Koran,” “ Hadis,” <»t<\ If would be a beautiful day if if comes and a 
great triumph foi Mam it all these Eumjieun profesors were to be 
Shams-ul-Clanias as well for the time being, so that the Presidency 
College may |>oifoint flu* fum lions which aie now performed by the 
Calcutta Madrassih. I wondei if a suggestion like this could lmve 

been seriousK ]>ut forward by a committee which bad been apjxunted 
to suggest retrenchments in ]>ublic ex]’ciiditure. 

Keaung aside loi a moment the question of the Calcutta Madiassah, 

I come to anothei ]>oin< which is seriously agitating the mind of the 
public. It is said that the effect of these lecommendat ions will In* to 
terminate certain posts, and the rejxirtsavs that some article in the Civil 
Service Regulations gives tin* (Government the jmjwci to dis^iiHc with 
the services of men in peimanent employ sim ply by giving them timely* 
notice. It is all very well to say that there is an article in the Civil 
Service Regulations and that those who entered (Government service 
must have entered in the full consciousness that there was that power 
in the (io\ eminent to terminate their services. The memliers of the 
Imperial Sei vices aie protected by their covenants, and of course, so far 
as they are concerned, they an* he\ond the recoinvnendutioiiH of any 
such committee. I am reminded hole of a little* story. I have got just 
a few' minutes. Once ujxin a time, n mouse and a fiog became very 
great friends. They used to t raved together and once upon a time they 
came to the bank of a river, and they had to cross the* river. The 
mouse suggested to the frog that the frog should take it upon its hack. 
They started swimming across the river, the mouse on the back of the 
frog. When they had gone a certain distance, the frog found that it was 
drowning and called out to its friend to return to the bank. The mouse 
said, “ No fear, a little more and we get to the other side,” th£ mouse 
knowing all the time that it is the frog that is getting the ducking and 
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that ha is secure on the buck of the fro*.’ Now the members of th 
Imjieriul Services say, “ No fear, no fear,” but it is the provincial servici 
and the poor ministerial officers who are in the position of the frog wh< 
have to lear. I mibmit that a proposition like thin cannot be seriously 
considered. 1 have got no further time at my disjxisal. If a day ii 
allotted, 1 projiose to go into details as regards the recommendation! 
of the (Wirnittee. 


Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: It is a 

mutter for notice, that we have always been putting the curt before 
the horse. Here, Sir, the proposition before the House is to have a 
day allotted foi the discussion of the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, hut now I find hon'lde members, one after another, proceeding 
to discuss the repmt, some to assail il very vigorously and vehemently 
and some to support it on eertain points. 1 do not know whv llis 
Kxeelleney should allow a day to he fixed for the discussion of the matter 
II WO go into It so fully lo-day. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Vou cannot discuss the discretion of His Excel 
lenev the Governor. 


Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I am not discus- 
sing the discretion of H,s Excellency , hut is it reasonable, 1 want to know 
Hu, this (out, cl should have its say U[>on the subject and then have 
another day lor the discussion of the mattery 

W ith legaid lo the ltetiend Committee, il is a well-known 

tael that (Ins Co, Klee was not appointed on the lecommendalion of 

any resolulion ot this House. It was appealed In Cover, .men), and 
(iovenmiejit was anxious that the (’ommittee should do its work as quickly 
and us expeditiously as possible, and the report is before Government 
lletore the Government, after consulting the departments concerned 
comes to any conclusion as to the acceptance or rejection of the leeommen- 
‘ a ions of the Committee, 1 dft not know of what use and what value our 
donates and discussions in this Council will he. Of course, ,|,e Govern- 
ment after coiisidenng the i fjw.rt win put down in the budget that is 
routing on •'demands." and at that stage, it will he fu, ns say ” \ ve " 

° r Where and when we shall find that 'the 

lerimimendutions of tho Ketrenehment Committee are helpful to us and 
are acceptable to us. we will accept the recommendations, if the budget 

. <*'•''«•> dance with them; otherwise we mav reject or 

rut out the demands in the budget. 

As tai, at any rate as the "transferred ” departments are concerned 

V Ktnk r M,1,,Ivl A K Haq has been verv vehement in 

denouncing the recommendations of the Committee; and as a separate 
day is going to lie fixed, or at any rate has l*>en pm posed to be fixed 
for the discussion of the matter. I do not think that the other side of 
the quest, on need be discussed to-day. But it should not be thought 
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that iny friend, Maulvi A. K, Fazl-ul Haq, scores a point by vehe- 
mently attacking the recommendations of the Committee which have 
been made after deliberate consideration. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has very ably referred to the omission 
of the Committee to publish the evidence and the memoranda, which 
were submitted to them. If they were annexed to the report, they would 
have added weight and dignity to it, because that would have shown 
what so many of our public men as well as the departmental heads of 
Government thought about the question of retrenchment. I beg to sub- 
mit that on a question which concerns the interests of the public so 
vitally, the evidence should be made public, and 1 also think that there 
is still time for Government to do so. If this is done, the public will 
not be able to say that they are the recommendations of a few people — 
A, B, C, 1), etc. — who constituted the Retrenchment Committee, but 
they would know that they were the recommendations of heads of depart- 
ments and of public men who were sufficiently acquainted with “facts.” 
No one could say that the recommendations were not satisfactory 
because the personnel of the Committee was not to their liking, and 
take exception to them; on the contrary, they weie based on the evi- 
dence of heads of departments or memoranda submitted by them. Be- 
fore. a formal discussion on the report takes place in this House, we 
hope to see the evidence printed and published. 1 do not know, how- 
ever, if it will still be tieated as confidential, and it my suggestions will 
at all be accepted, but I am confident, Sir, that the publication will 
add greatly to the weight of the report. 

I may submit, Sir, that Maulvi A. K. Fad-ul llaq should not have 
had the boldness to declare that the mere retention of the posts of inspec- 
tors for Muhammadan education was very necessary in the interests of 
Muhammadan education. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am not prepared to dis- 
cuss the details of the report to-day. I will only support the resolu- 
tion as its plain English meaning seems to indicate, viz., that a day 
be set apart for the discussion of the report. I cannot oven find fault 
with the report, as has been done by the previous speakers. It is a uni- 
que event in the annals of our political history that a report of such 
far-reaching consequences has received the unanimous support of men 
like Mr. Mallik and Sir Rajemlra Nath Mukharji on the one hand and 
Sir Campbell Rhodes and Mr. Spry on the other. This fact is sufficient 
for me to support the report. We have cried ourselves hoarse over 
retrenchment; but we ourselves seldom pointed out definitely the lines 
on which action could be taken. Now, Sir, when a body of competent 
men have come forward with definite suggestions, I think it most ungra- 
cious on our part — because we happen to represent special interests or 
a special class of interests — to characterize the report as mischievous, 
monstrous, and absurd. I do not know what could be more mischievous, 
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monstrous, and absurd than t)ii« frame of mind of any member of thii 
Council. For myself, 1 welcome the report and offer my gratitude, 
my sincemst gratitude, to the members of the Committee for the prompt- 
ness and thoroughness with which theyt have prepared their report, 
Mr. Mallik lias himself said that the members of the Committee arc 
not infallible. It is sufficient to convince me of their sincerity. W< 
must do one of two things— either pass the official demands and sanc- 
tion Taxation Hills whenever they are made, and go on in the old way 
securing favours for our sons and sons-in-law, or always oppose Taxation 
itTlIs mill tl K* extravagance of the Government and support letrenchmentt 
in whatever shape they are possible. I do not believe in opposing th< 
Government, only as a sort of pastime and to secure fame. If I oppose 
extravagance, I mean it sincerely and seriously, and I am even prepared 
to suffer, if need be, to put a stop to extravagance. Surely, I cannot 
oppose retrenchment merely beeauset it affects my near and dear ones. 

Dr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEA : The resolution under consider 
at ion demands that a full dis< ussion of the report of the Bengal Retrench- 
ment Committee should take place in the Council before any of its 
recommendations are given effect to. Sir, to my mind nothing can hi 
more reasonable than this demand. We all want retrenchment, but 
retrenchment should be in tho proper directions and on piopcr lines, 
Therefore, 1 submit that this Council should, without further debate, 
give its unanimous support to this resolution. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I had no intention of making any 
observation this afternoon, but after bearing Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, 
1 fee! that I should be wanting in mv duty if I were simply to reman 
a silent listener. When Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, characterized the 
recommendations of the Reticncliment Committee us mischievous, mon- 
strous, and absurd, I felt certain that there must l>e something really 
valuable in the rej>ort, because nothing but looking at the question from 
a discoloured angle of vision* could have elicited such an absurd and sweep, 
ing assertion. A very cursory glance at the re]»ort leaves no doubt that, 
however much vve may differ from some of the recommendations of thh 
Committee, it has gone into the matter with a great deal of care and tho- 
roughness. One chapter alone (Chapter XX), dealing with the very 
important question of devolution, show’s that the consideration of a diffi- 
cult and 'delicate problem has been taken in hand with a great deal of con- 
sidered judgment. It is useless to say that things have been done in a 
thoughtless fashion. For the last two years during the budget discus- 
sion vve have cried ourselves hoarse and demanded retrenchment in 
every department and in every possible way; and when the Government 
was obliged to appoint a Retrenchment Committee to go into the matter, 
to discard their recommendations, to ignore them, and to set them at 
naught by simply saying that they are mischievous, monstrous, and 
absurd shoNvs an utter lack of judgment and discretion. 
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I am very grateful to Babu Indu Bhuslian Dutta for bringing this 
resolution before the House, asking that a day be set apart for a full- 
dress debate on this very important matter, so that the Government may 
have the considered judgment of this Council. 

Baton NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: 1 might liegin bv joining 
hands with Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta and Kumar Shib Shekhamswar 
Bay and others in the request that a day l)e set apart for a full discus- 
sion of this very important question. Coming to the report itself, I 
may say that, taking the report as a whole, it is a splendid document. 
But it appears to me that difficulties will begin when home recommenda- 
tions are accepted and some rejected. I am not now in a "j^osit ion to 
go into tlii‘ details. I have not yet read the Inmk, but I have seen a 
summary of the rejnirt in the papers. -One thing, however, is forgotten 
by membeis of this Council. The situation is a situation of choosing 
between two alternatives, viz., either we must have fresh taxation, or 
we must retrench; either we must, impose further taxes on t ho jwor 
people of Bengal, who have already been overburdened with taxes, or 
we must have some jMists abolished. I would commend this usjieet of 
the question to the consideration of the members of the Council, but 
1 am now not in a jxisition to go into further details. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: The resolution 
Ik* fore the House is that a day should be set apart for the discussion of 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee. It would bo well if the 
members of the Council reserved their remarks for that day, but it so 
liap]K*ned that some of the members, including the mover himself, have 
taken to dealing with the rejKirt, and others have also followed him, 
passing remarks according to their own choice. Almost all tin* members 
have ened in this direction and passed some unfavourable remarks and 
criticisms upon the recommendations in the rejxirt in as bitter a way as 
possible. I do not like* to go into details, but I simply say that the 
recommendations are conceived in a manner which justifies most of the 
remarks made by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 

That the recommendations will have an injurious effect upon the 
Muhammadan community there cannot Ik* any doubt. You know very 
well that at the beginning of the British administration in India the 
Muhammadans fought shy of English education. They did not avail 
themselves of the large amount of money which the Government was 
spending for the spread of English education. It is only in recent 
years that the Muhammadans have taken to English education; is it 
desirable that at the very moment when they have come into the field 
they should be denied the benefits which have long been enjoyed by 
other communities in regard to education? 

In this province, there are more than 55 per rent. Muhammadans, 
and it is they who constitute the majority of the taxpayers. The rate 
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of in teres t, as is well known to us, was very high here, being a 8 high 
as 75 per cent, or cent. j>er cent., but since the introduction of the 
Co-operative Department the rate of interest has been lowered, and if 
the Co-operative Department did not do any good, it has at least done 
this yeoman’s service, that it lias lowered the rate of interest, and this 
is the only department which can bring salvation to the poor cultivators 
of this Country. Those who are rich lend out their money to the poor 
folk, extort a high interest from month to month and from year to year, 
and lead a happy and merry life. But who cares for the poor raiyatg, 
who are practically toiling day and night to earn a handful of grain for 
their sustenance, and who are in the clutches of their mahajans? It 
is the Oo-oj>enitive Department, which has, to a great extent, delivered 
them from the grasp of the monev -lenders. Besides, if the Co-opera- 
tive Department can secure u lessening in the rate of interest, I am 
sure that ]K*oplo having money will look to some other field to invest 
their money in, as, for instance, industries and other pursuits. 

Take the Agriculture Department. What is the recommendation of 
the Retrenchment Committee with regard to demonstration? Whereas 
last year we passed a resolution for an increase in the number of 
demonstrators, the Committee have recommended a reduction. With- 
out demonstrators, what could the Dejnirtment of Agriculture do? Who 
would demonstrate the qualities of a particular seed? Who would 
demonstrate for what particular seed a particular land was suitable P 
Or who would conduct propaganda work or spread agricultural know- 
ledge among the cultivators? Obviously demonstrators are required 
for these functions; we wanted bread, and you gave us stone. 

With regard to sanitation and other departments, we may not be 
unanimous as to the utility of the health officers and other employed 
by them; but one thing cannot, be denied, that they are doing useful 
work in combating the ravages of malaria, cholera, and other fell 
diseases to which hundreds yjid thousands of our countrymen fall 
victims. I cannot think that such a de|>artinent should be abolished 
and people should he left to shift for themselves. When the state of 
education is so very low among us — out'of a hundred, ninety-five are 
illiterate — 1 think we must go from door to door and carry on propa- 
ganda work among them on subjects of health and hygiene, and for 
that purjxw we will require the agencies of various Government depart- 
ments. 

The Committee say that the Co-operative Department is invaluable, 

• but. in the Voxt breath they propose the abolition of the inspectors. 
What for? Because they think that it is necessary that the people 
should make their own arrangements. They forget that in this coun- 
try the activities of the ordinary people are looked upon with a different 
eye than in the case of Government activities. People look np to Gov-, 
eminent as the beneficient authority in all cases, and they look to their 
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supervision as a sort of guarantee for their investment. The Committee 
gay that even if Government supervision is withdrawn, depositors will 
Come forward with their money to the banks. I do not believe that 
they will. No sooner are the inspectors taken away, than jieople will 
begin to susjiect the success of the department. The Committee failed 
to notice one very imjK>rtant thing — the fundamental difference between 
a co-operative bank and an ordinary bank. Of course there are many 
banks, many private banks, which are quite sufficient for purposes of 
lending money; but they lend money on the security of valuable immove- 
able projierties which, in the case of the poor cultivators, are absent; 
but what do the co-o|x*rutive banks do? They simply lend out on 
personal credit. Constant sui*ervision on these hanks must bo main- 
tained by the (\>-ojx*rutive Department; otherwise the people will feel 
that there is no guarantee for their money. Central banks will not 
lend out to the cultivators; the cultivators will have n<r credit and 
jHissihly their dues will remain unrealized. 

I do not like to go further into the lejuut at present. 

T agree that it is desirable that a day should Ik* sot a]>art to deal 
with the recommendations of the Committee and submit definite recom- 
mendations as to what part of the repoit should Ik* accepted and what 
part should Ik 1 ! rejected. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. The recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee 
are of so revolutionary a character, that one rul>s his eyes to assure 
himself if he has read aright what he sees in the report before him. 

Let us take one instance. Rupees #> lakhs bus been promised to 
be reduced from the Education Department. Almost all the Govern- 
ment colleges and zilla schools are proposed to Ik* abolished. Sir, I give 
clear notice to the Government and to the Council that if these jxirti- 
culur proposal — the abolition of Government colleges and schools — are 
given effect to, and if any substantial reduction is made from the 
Education grant, I shall resign and take this matter to the vote of the 
great educated community and they will give* a vote which, J know, will 
not he pleasant to the members of the Retrenchment Committee and 
the Government, should the latter adopt their recommendation in this 
direction. 

The Committee have projxvsed to reduce the salaries of judicial 
officers and also their number. This surely I did not ex|>ect from 
gentlemen of our nationality. Some of these gentlemen added Rs. 00 
lakhs a year to our financial obligations by giving additional salaries 
to the men connected with civil courts — men, who could, as one of the 
members told me, work without any salaries if necessary! 

The Agriculture Department, the Fishery Department, and other 
departments are proposed to be practically abolished. An attempt was 
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made last, year in this Council to do the same by means of a resolution. 
1 had my part in defeating it arid it was defeated by an overwhelming 
nuinl>er of votes, and an attempt has again been made now to do so by 
the Retrenchment Committee; but I hope, Sir, that the House will not 
accept it. 

J am of opinion that a day should be given to us to consider these 
matters in detail. I am sorry at. the present moment I cannot say as 
to wlmt part of the re|>ort we should approve and what part we should 
not approve. 1 do hojie that Government will give the Council an 
opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. Villiers has, in his resjxat for great men, omitted to consider 
that lesser men also may do their duty tc their cuuiiiry. Enthusiasm 
on the part of young men for great men is natural, but, Sir, hero- 
worship may go too far. Mr. Villiers does not seem to know that all 
the departments for the public good have been built up b t v generations 
of British statesmen and administrators. Now, must of these depart- 
ments are practically proposed to be abolished, I shall be surpiistxl if 
any Englishman approves of any such measure. 

1 must suy here that it is the, Indian officers, both Hindu and 
Muhammadans, who will suffer most if these recommendations are 
accepted. How many members of the ImjHuial Services will suffer? 
H is the educated community which will be hardest hit. 

Finally, 1 wish to draw the attention of the Council to one fact, namely, 
that the Committee have proposed a reduction in the number of Ministers 
instead of proposing a reduction in their salary. They made a simi- 
lar attempt in this Council, and, though defeated hy an ovenv helming 
vote, they have done the sumo thing here. Further comment is 
unnecessary. When the day comes they will lie profierly criticized. 
A great majority of the recommendations will have to go, but we must, 
have a sav in the mattei. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not piojiose to take 
up milch time of the Council by discussing the merits and demerits of 
the Retiemhmeiit Committee’s report at this stage. My only request 
is that the proposal to set apart a day for the discussion of the report 
by the Council be accepted. Every member of this House is lully aware 
that the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee have been 
agitating the public mind most, but we, tile representatives of the people 
in this Council, have not jx'rformed our duty in this respect. It is, there- 
fore, only projier that we should lx? given an opportunity of expressing 
our opinion on these recommendations. The proposals of the Committee 
are very wide and far-reaching, and a drastic retrenchment has been 
proposed. There is no doubt that retrenchment is necessary, but we 
should see whether we should accept the Committee’s recommendations 
in their entirety,’or take exception to them, or whether we should make 
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further suggestions on the subject. In that view, I think that Govern- 
ment should not oppose the resolution; let us, without a single dissen- 
tient voice, appeal to the projier authorities, to fix a date on which we 
might express our views upon the recommendations of the Committee. 
This course was adopted when the Reforms scheme was introduced, and, 
as far as 1 remember, the Council resolved itself into a committee of 
non-official members and they were allowed to express their opinion on 
the whole subject. Similarly, the Retrenchment Committee's rejiort 
is, to my mind, another Reforms scheme. There are \ery im[H»rtant 
proposals in it. Take, for instance, the devolution of Hiiuiiciul jmwers; 
I will not say now in what respect it is good or in what respvt it iN 
dangerous, but I can only say this, that it is a very imjKirtant ques- 
tion and u]H>n that it is essential that the Council should express its 
views. There are many recommendations of that soit, upon which we 
should be allowed to express our views. 

With these words, I support the resolution of my friend, Balm Indu 
B hush an Dutta. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 rise to supjHiit the resolution before 
the House. M\ friend, Kumar Shib Nhekhaicswar Ka\ , ha* praised the 
Retrenchment Committee for all they have done. I do the same, and 
acknow ledge the great pains the\ have taken; but 1 find that some of 
their conclusions placed before flu* Council are wrong and unwarranted. 
I am afraid that while in some of thcii recommendations the Retrench- 
ment Committee are very timid, they are very, very hold and very hard 
so far as the question of Muhammadan education is concerned. It 
is the feeling of my community that if their recommendations are 
accepted, it will mjh; 11 disaster to the progress of the Muhammadan 
community. We have advanced in English education, hut. still we are 
far behind the other communities. The cuts proposed hv the Retrench- 
ment Committee are opjwised to our interests, ami will not allow tin* 
Muhammadan community to go forwaid, but will re bird then pi ogress 
to a very great extent. I am afraid the composition of the Committee 
is responsible to the greatest possible extent for this. The Government 
was not pleased to see its way to have some one on tin* Committee who 
could voice the sentiments of the Muhammadan community, and for 
this the Committee is not to blame; it is the Government, which, 
perhaps, thinks that the Muhammadan community docs not exist. 
Now, in order to sift all these matters, it seems necessary that, a day 
should he set apart for considering the recommendation* of tie* Com- 
mittee, and so I formally support the resolution of my friend, Balm Indu 
Bhushan Dutta. 

Mr. RAXAUR RAHMAN KHAN: D was owing to the demands 
of this Council that a Retrenchment Committee was appointed, and its 
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recommendations are now before us. All I can say is that the Com- 
mittee have tried their best honestly and industriously to go through 
the evidence put before them, and to give us recommendations, work- 
ing oik which, it is hoiied, we shall t>e able to make an effective retrench- 
ment. Jiu t at the same time the report of the Committee is so striking 
and in all its bearings it goes back on the whole policy which has been 
adopted, that it is necessary that a day should be set apart to discuss 
die principles involved, if the recommendations of the Committee are 
to be accepted. 

There is the question of the Indian ization of the Services. I do not 
think the Committee had much time to go thoroughly into this ques- 
tion, but so far as it has gone, if their recommendations are accepted, 
in fulurc we shall have to accept the provincializution of the Services. 
On all these accounts, and also as regards the devolution of the powers 
of Government to local bodies, it is necessary that a day should be set 
apart for the discussion of these subjects. Then, as regards the ques- 
tion of the dismissal of a huge number of men from the Services, if the 
Reforms are going to be a success, if they are not going to he a sou ice 
of discontent in the country, we must also consider the cast's of the 
men who are going to he dismissed. When they entered the Services, 
they did so with implicit confidence that those Services would allow 
them facilities to go on to the end of their career, and it we are going 
to disturb that confidence, we must try to understand the bearing that 
this will have on the country. 

Then, as regards the question of Muhammadan representation; this 
has Ihm'H put with some foice by my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Hivq; 
this has been very badly treated in the report, ] do not say with my 
friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul llaq, “ mischievously and wantonly,” but 
very badly. 1 think if there had been a Muhammadan representative 
on the rommittee, these most pre]K>sterous resolutions which have been 
put in the rejiort would not have found a place there. If effect lias to 
be given to the recommendations, it is the Muhammadans who will 
puffer most; therefore 1 think that a da\ should lie set apart for the 
discussion of this report, and, on liehulf of the Muhammadan com- 
munity, 1 beg to submit that they think that the recommendations will 
affect them very badly. Tlieir case should lie specially considered and 
the strength of Muhammadans in the various Services should not in 
anv way In' lessened, if the recommendations are given effect to. 

With these words, 1 supixirt the resolution lief ore the House. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: As regards thes e recommendations, I 
cannot but make some remarks. The report, on the whole, goes to meet 
the daman ^ of the public, for which we have been crying ever since the 
inaugun tion of the Reformed Council. -The report has shown ns the 
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way how to retrench the expenditure of Government, hut at the same 
time I cannot but remark that with the idea of retrenching the expendi- 
ture of Government, it has gone too far in certain respects, and I, as ft 
Muhammadan, wish to point out to you the point relating particularly to 
Muhammadan education. My friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed, has told us this, afternoon that, the Muhammadans have just 
crossed the threshold of English education, and are trying to educate 
their sons and daughters, and at this moment the Retrenchment Com* 
mittee, to our great surprise, have recommended that the whole educa- 
tional problem should be transferred to the control of local bodies. 
Those who are acquainted with local bodies know how they are working. 
In fact, had it not been for the help of Government, often these bodies 
would not have been able to work at all. So I say in this Retrenchment 
Committee's report, apart from the question ot Muhammadan education, 
there are certain problems which require the closest scrutiny before they 
are accepted by Government. Therefore, 1 heartily support the resolu- 
tion of my friend. Balm Irnlu Bliushan Dutta, to set apart a day for the 
discussion of the Hetienchment Committee’s report in this Council. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his speech in Bengali, a 
translation of which is as follows: — 

As every member of the Council is more or less saying something on 
the matter of the Hetionehment Committee’s report, 1 feel bound to follow 
in their footsteps in this dilection. It is very easy to say, but it b 
difficult to perform. It is very easy to cast aspersions on others, but ah 
the country is now on the verge of bankruptcy, if we want to retrench 
exjiemliture in unnecessary directions, the blame' is oijih. And we do 
not find any other way out of this evil. ■ Just as u surgeon wants to save 
his patient fiom being septic by operating a part of the body which has 
become poisoned, the report of the Retrenchment Committee in )ik< 
manner seeks to save the country from insolvency by cutting down certain 
expenditure under certain heads which have become obnoxious, ] d» 
not for one single moment mean to say that the signatories of the Com 
luittee \s report have been actuated by any sordid motive. There is a 
saying: “ To err is human.” If if l>c so, how on earth can we sav that, 
the report is not free from misapprehension? Sir, it was suggested in 
this House some time ago to form a stronger and larger committee. In 
particular, I would point out that not a single Muhammadan sat on tjn 
Committee. My friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul ffatj, particularly dwell 
on this topic, and I also supported him when the matter was discussed, 
but it was deemed unnecessary to raise any racial question. As a mutter 
of fact, to my mind the appointment of a Muhammadan was essential 
and the Committee ought to have had a Muhammadan. Much of these 
difficulties which have arisen at the present moment would have been 
obviated if such a proposal was accepted. I do not like to take up tbe 
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time of the Council by entering into details, but I might say in conclu* 
sion that the interference with the Calcutta Madrassali is highly undesir- 
able. The Madrassah is a very old institution in Calcutta, and was, 
established during the time of Warren Hastings. It has hitherto main- 
tained the dignity and prestige befitting its nalne, and I do not see why 
the Committee have laid their axe on such a noble institution. Any way, 
I think, Sir, it would be fair and equitable if the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee's report is thoroughly discussed in this Council, and the meinbei> 
are afforded every facility to have their say in matter of such vital 
importance. I, therefore, support the resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta with ail the earnestness I can command. 

Maulvi MUHAMMED MADASSUR HUSSAIN: The recommenda- 
tions of the Retrenchment Committee are so revolutionary in character, 
so drastic in nature, so far-reaching in their effects, that it is the duty 
of the Council properly to consider their effect ujmui the community at 
large, and unless this is done, I think this Council will fail to exeirist 
its functions. This resolution simply wants a day to be .set apart for 
their discussion in the Council. In view of the impoitance of tin 
subject 1 would think that a day is nothing. It w ill not at all he sufficient 
to discuss such an important subject in a day. It will be simply useless 
to set apart one day for a subject of such far-reaching character. This 
• is not the time for discussing the various recommendations. We ma t \ 
reserve our remarks for future discussion. llowevei, I may only lemark 
that if the recommendations be accepted, it will be our duty to abolish 
all the Ministries. 

With these few words, 1 beg to support the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: It seems to me that there is some 
misaprehension us to the efl’ett of your ruling with reference to this 
resolution. As I understand it, the only way in which a discussion on 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee is permissible would be in 
connection with, and forming jmrt of, the general discussion of the 
budget, and the resolution of Habu Indu Bhushan Dutta is therefore to 
the effect that tiie discussion of the budget should he before the middle 
of February; no other course is admissible, and I understand, Sir, thai 
is your ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : That is the only course; as Mr. Donald will see, 
the* phraseology of Mr. Dutta'* resolution is to set apart a day. As 1 
have already pointed out, the only way to effect that, if it is accepted, 
would he to ask His Excellency to put forward the dates for the discus- 
sion of the budget ; that is the only way to give effect to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALD: Three days have been fixed for the 
discussion of the budget, the 2(ith, 27th and 28th. If this resolution is 
accepted, E is Excellency would have to Ik* asked to alter these dates an< 
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to fix some other dates previous to the middle of February for the discus- 
sion of the budget. That would mean that the budget would have to be 
presented at the end of January or the beginning of February. Hut this 
is absolutely impossible. It is physically impossible. 1 he Finance 
” Department has to wait till certain dates to obtain figures of income uih. 
expenditure in the current year, and for the preparation of the figunv 
for the next \ ear, and until these figures are obtained, the budget can 
not be presented to the Council. Apart from this, we could not possihh 
be ready with the budget before the middle of February. It has to bo 
printed, the financial statement has to lx* prewired and printed, and it 
is physically impossible to do this before the middle of Febiuary. 

We cannot have the budget ready before the lffth February, the day 
already fixed for the presentation of the budget, and allowing the 
necessary interval, the discussion cannot come on before t 1 m* days fixed, 
viz., the 26th, 27 th and 28th February. Within these thiee days 
members will have an opportunity of giving full vent to their views on the 
proposals ot the Committee, it is therefore impossible for us to accept 
the resolution. The budget discussion cannot be advanced to any oailiei 
date. 

Members will pci baps be interested to know what is being done with 
the report. We got it only the other day and it is receiving our careful 
and urgent consideration. As Haim Tndu Hhushan Duttu has stated, it 
has created much excitement, it has been abused in parts, it has been 
praised in parts, and you must recognize that tiov eminent must take 
some time befoie they can come to a decision on the various recommenda- 
tions. Jt will take some time to carry out many of the leeommendationN 
even if they an* accepted. For example, where posts w ill be abolished we 
may not be able to discharge the officers at once. In other matters, the 
local Government may not themselves Ik* competent to pass final nrdois. 
r I he orders of the Government of India or the Secretary of State may 
be required. It will take some time before effect can be given to many 
of the recommendations. I can assure the House that the report is not 
being shelved. We in the Finance Department will see to it that it is 
not shelved. Every recommendation is l>eiiig examined very catefully. 
Each recommendation will be decided upon by Government, and this 
Couneil may rest assured that as each recommendation is accepted in 
whole or in part by Government, the Finance Department will press foj 
immediate effect being given to that particular recommendation without 
waiting for decisions on other recommendations, so that savings may lx 
effected as soon as possible in every possible direction. 

That in the position; wo must have time to consider this rejx>rt, and 
we cannot at the moment say how far or to what extent we may or may 
not accept these recommendations. There will he ample opjx>rt unity 
for discussing these recommendations at' the time the budget comes up 
for discussion on the 26th, 27th and 28th. It is physically impossible 



355 * RETREN Cil MEN 1’ COMMITTEE’S REPORT. [29ra Ja». 

for us to ulter those dates and to fix another day for the discussion of the 
report, and I must therefore oppose the resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I am surprised to hear 
Mr. Donald’s remark that it is physically impossible to have a dis- 
cussion on this report before the dates fixed for the discussion of the 
budget. 1 do not see how ; if tin 4 budget is presented on the 
19th February, surely when the Council will discuss the Calcutta 
Municipal Hill and other matters, His Excellency might be approached 
to fix either the lUth or 14th of February for the discussion of this impor- 
tant matter. 

There is absolutely no reason why this matter should not be dis- 
cussed before the budget is presented on the 19tli before the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It so happens, as I said some time ago, that 
certain dates are allotted by statute upon which the Council is at 
liberty to discuss the budget as a whole or any question of principle 
involved in the budget. The rejxirt of the Retrenchment Committee 
is obviously a question of principle involved in the budget, and there- 
fore it can only be taken up in the course of the general discussion 
of the budget. What the member is endeavouring to do is to j>ersimde 
the Government, to ask II is Excellency to put forward the days for 
the discussion of the budget to an earlier date in the middle of February. 
The Finance Member has said that that cannot he done, and that is an 
end of the matter. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: With all due deference to your 
ruling, Sir, it np]M‘urs that it is rather unfoitunate that this cannot 
he done 

* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is nothing unfortunate in that, Indu 
Hahu; you have had a full opportunity for discussing the report, and 
you will obtain a further opportunity of discussing it on the three days 
fixed for the discussion of the budget. Therefore, instead of one 
opportunity, you are having another, that is to-day. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: From the nature of the discus- 
sion that has taken place this afternoon, I must confess that this 
discussion, has not been of 'much value at all. From the wording of 
my resolution, it will appear that we have not come here to 
discuss the recommendations to-day; therefore I do not attach any 
real importance to to-day’s discussion; we want that in addition to the 
discussion of the budget for three days, we should have another day 
set a|»art for the discussion of the report, and I hope it will be 
possible for Government to accede to my request. In that view, I 
beg to press my resolution for the acceptance of the House. 

The notion was then put and agreed to. 
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Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a point of 
order? I want to know whether the “Ayes” will really have it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whether effect will bo given to this reso- 
lution does not rest with me, Mr. Mallik; hut the fact remains that, 
the “Ayes” have it, so far as the acceptance of the resolution by 
the House is concerned. 

Elections to district boards, etc. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that in elections to district boards, 
local boards, union boards, and municipalities, the system' of direct 
election by ballot be immediately introduced. 

My resolution is a very simple one, and there is not much to be 
said. To my mind, the system of election which is not diicct and by 
ballot is no election at all. I need not elaborate the j>oint. The prin- 
ciple underlying my resolution has Ihhmi extended to municipalities, and 
I am sure it will l>e extended to elections to other local bodies as well, 
such as district boards, local boards, and union Ixmrds. What 1 piosH 
for is this, that the principle he (unbodied in the short Act that is going 
to he introduced. 

With these few words, I mo\e my resolution for the acceptance 
of the House. 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
8ELF-C0VERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): The resolution has not 
been argued at any great length, and I need only sav that while 
Government recognize that some change in the present system of 
election to local bodies may soon he necessary, we are not satisfied 
that it is opportune at the present moment to introduce so wide a 
change. 

Babu Nirode Behary Mulliek is, I think, aware that Government 
are at present prewiring a small Bill fm the amendment of ihe Local 
Self-Government Act, and the question of including in that Bill some 
changes in connection with the electoral system has been duly con- 
sidered, but Government are of opinion that it would not be advisable 
at the present moment in what is a piece of emergent legislation to 
attempt to introduce so important a change of principle. The sub- 
stitution of a system of direct election by ballot for the present 
system of election to the district board would involve the nbolition 
of the district board, and although the Minister in charge of Tjoeal 
Self-Government is personally of opinion that the time will shortly 
*come when local bodies must be abolished, he is not prepared to take 
up this question immediately. I can, therefore, merely reply that 
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while Government realize that there is much to be said for tl 
present proposal, we are unable to accept it now since it cannot l 
given effect to without new legislation, and since we are not prepare 
in connection with a short emergent Bill to make important const: 
tutional changes. I must, therefore, on behalf of Government, oppos 
this resolution. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: The reply that has bee 
given to the projM)sal of my resolution is so vague that it is nc 
possible for me to add anything to what I have already suggested 
I would like the Government to realize the importance of the syster 
of direct election to district boards, local boards, and union board 
by ballot. 1 know that this change will involve a question of prin 
ci pie, but then, if we have any respect for representative govern 
went, we cannot but accept the system. The question underlying nr 
resolution was this: are we or are we not in favour of making a rea 
representative institution in this land? That is the question a 
issue, and I hope that at some future date Government will tah 
this into consideration. 

I do not wish to press this resolution now', but I would like tin 
Government to devote some thought and consideration on this parti 
oular question. With these words, I withdraw t ho resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Pay <rt ministerial officers. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that this Council recoin 
mends to the Government that the rules for the revision of salaries o 
ministerial officers based or Government Resolution No. 1027SF., da tec 
the 17th duly, 1022, as interpreted by subsequent resolution, lx* recon- 
sidered, so as to remove t he hardships that have arisen from the appli- 
cation of the said rules in actual practihe. 

The resolution which stands in my name concerns the application 
of certain principles which have been adopted by Government in pur- 
suance of the recommendations of the committee appointed to make 
recommendations for the revision of pay of the ministerial officers. I 
do not wish to go fully into the details, because I would like to have 
the advantage of what Government has got to say in this matter. As 
a matter of practical working, I have found that an officer who has 
put in, say, about 20 years' service lm,s been practically put in the 
same position as an officer with only about eight or nine years* service. 
This is by reason of the fact that in calculating an officer’s place in 
the cache a certain number of years of service has been cut. down and 
he begins practically at a certain period in the service as if the previous 
service of the officer concerned has been wiped out. Then again, 
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according to rules a certain officer cannot go beyond the maximum of 
Rs. 84. This has caused a great deal of hardships to certain officers, 
and these officers, with perhaps 15 or 1(5 years’ service, will not l>e able 
to reach the maximum. 1 do not know what Government propose to 
do in this matter, hut in my opinion the operation of this rule should 
be reconsidered, so that cases of real hardship may not occur. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA S I move that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that the following restrictions contained fn 
the Government Resolutions No. 10278F., dated the 17th .Inly, 1922, 
No. 10()4f>F., dated the 27th July, 1922, and No. 121 9(5 K, dated thy 
25th August, 1922, regarding the revision of pay of the ministerial 
officers of Bengal, be withdrawn to the following extent, viz , with- 
drawal of — 

{«) tlie jKMcentage limitations imposed on the revised pay ( ride 
paragraph 5 (A) of Resolution No. 1027SF., dated the 17th 
July, 1922); 

(h) the instruction that the incremental period will lie reckoned 
from the 1st January, 1922, in the case of fixed pay {rifle 
paragraph ^ of Resolution No. 12LH5F., dated the 25th 
August, 1922); and 

(r) the interpretation of the term “corresponding j»ost” to the 
effect that the posts of similar status must be in the same 
office (rule paragraph 5 of flic above resolution). 

It is no new matter that 1 place before the Council. Last year, the 
Council was asked by the Government to make recommendations on 
the rejKU’t of the committee that had been appointed to consider the 
revision of pu\ of the ministerial establishment of Bengal. This Coun- 
cil adopted the minority report of my friend, Rni Mahendi.i Chandra Mifra 
Bahadur. The Government, instead of accepting the minority rcjxirt, ac- 
cepted the majority report signed by two I.C.S. officers. Tin* Ilon’ble 
Mr. Kerr (now Sir John Kerr) ga\e some assurance about the conditions 
of service of those officers, who were adversely affected by the majority 
report. Now, unfortunately, after tin* recommendation of the Government 
of India, the Government of Bengal have made some further restrictions 
and the effect has been disastrous to a large number of ministerial offi- 
cers. The resolution that I intend to bring forward before this Coun- 
cil is to minimize the difficulties that stand in the wav of these jwxirlv 
paid ministerial officers. Of course, I apprehend that the first objec- 
tion against my resolution will be our old friend, the financial diffi- 
culty. But, Sir, as Mr. Langford James said, the other day, I think 
we can overdo the financial bogey. When ministerial officers have to 
struggle for the bare necessities of life, it is cruelty to raise the finan- 
cial bugbear. There is no financial (fuestion in the case of the higher 
Services. The Retrenchment Committee dare not touch the Imperial 
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3erviees, and we aTe going to have a Royal Commission to raise the 
>ay of the Iini>erial Services — “Pour oil on oily heads,” as the Bengali 
>roverb has it. 

I will now deal with the three points I have raised in my resolution 
tonally. 

(1) Percentage limitation. The majority report of the Salaries 
Committee recommended that in the case of upper division clerks only 
he immediate increase should l>e limited to 60 per cent, of the previous 
>ay. No limitation was proposed for the lower division clerks (vide 
Kiragraph 16, page 92, of the report). The question of a 50 i>er cent. 
Imitation in the case of upjHT division clerks was discussed in this 
Council in the September session of 1921. The 1 Ton' hie Mr. Kerr in his 
ipeech observed: “ We propose to accept the pro[x>sals which have l>een 
nude in several of the resolutions that we should not limit the immediate 
unease to 50 per cent, of the previous pay. This limitation is a com- 
lurutively recent innovation introduced by the Government of India .in 
the case of certain reorganization, but it works unevenly and causes a 
» , ood deal of heart-burning and dissatisfaction. As it does not woik 
veil, we do not propose to adopt it in the case of ministerial officers 
n Bengal.” Further on, he said that “the fourth pro] sisal is, regaid- 
ng the limitation of immediate increases of pay to 50 j>er cent. Gov- 
ernment is prepared to accept t ho resolution, as we find that the limita- 
tion works unevenly and is causing considerable trouble and dissatis- 
faction in other services” ( vide Gounod Proceedings, Volume IV, pages 
199 and 5SI, of the September session, 1921). The Government of 
[lengal in their Resolution No. 10278F., dated the 17th July, 1922, sanc- 
tioning the revision of pay of the ministerial otlicers of Bengal, have 
described 40, 00 and 20 jx*r rent, limitations in ease of all clerks f ride 
>aragraph 6 (A)]. This * limitation has taken the ministerial 
dficers unawares and has caused extreme hardship to them. It is really 
mrpiising how the Government could go back on their own pledge. It 
s understood that the Government of India have suggested such limita- 
ions, but it was discretionan with the Government of Bengal to accept 
he suggestion or not. Provision was made in the current year’s budget 
;o give full effort to the recommendations of the majority report. It is 
dated in paragraph 2 of t ho resolution referred to alum*, that the 
Jovernor in Gouncil has been unable, esjieeially in view of the present 
financial position of the province, to adopt the minority report, as recom- 
mended by the Legislative Council, or to accept any scheme of revision 
more costly than that outlined in the majority report. It is rather a 
mystery ns to why even the recommendations of the majority report 
‘lave been curtailed in such au arbitrary manner, as the question of fin- 
ance did not stand in the way, so far as the recommendations of the 
majority report are concerned. It is an irony of fate that where no 
jueli restriction was mijiosed in the case of the higher Services whose 
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pay ban been abnormally increased, with retrospective effect into the 
bargain, it has been thought fit to impose the restriction in the case 
of poor clerks on financial grounds. This limitation has taken, awuv 
the advantage of the time-scale of pay and hard hit the clerks who are 
most needy and who form the hulk of the ministerial establishment. 
It has been well established that the living wage of a ministerial offieer 
is much higher than the minimum sanctioned by Government foi him. 
This has, however, been explained by Government by referring ,io the 
advantage of time-scale pay. The restriction, however has deprived the 
poor clerks of the advantage. 

Besides, it has caused great anomaly, in that a clerk serving a long 
time will have to remain content with a pay equal to that of a clerk of 
very short service. This is an undesirable hardship which will con- 
tinue throughout the service of the present incumbent,* unless it is 
withdrawn. 

Sir, the injustice does not end here. 

(2) Incremental ]x*riod. — The Gowrnment of Bengal in a subse- 
quent resolution, No. 1211KIF., dated the 25th August, 11122, hn\o put 
another restriction to the recommendation of the majoiity rcjM>rt. Ex- 
cept in the case ot a ministerial officer who is alreads on a progressive 
or time-scale pay “the incremental period in all other cases will he 
reckoned fiom the 1st January, 11)22” (rule paragraph 8 of the resolu- 
tion!. This is a novel innovation of the Finance Department. Thanks 
to its author! In pait 15, clause (7), at page 18 of the majoiity report, 
it is distinctly stated that “in calculating the date from which future 
increments should accrue, the date of entering the new scales will not 
Ik? taken into consideration.” It has been fuither illustrated at the 
bottom of that paragraph at page 14 t hat ‘‘if an officer completes 20 
years’ service on 1st December, 11)20, and enters the new scale nu the 
1st April, 11)21, it is necessary to decide whether the next inclement 
should fall due on 1st December, 1921, or 1st April, 11)22. We consider 
it should fall due on the 1st December, 11)21.” This procedure has been 
followed in all other sei vices. It is difficult to understand \\h\ the 
recommendations of the (’ommittee have been flouted in this arbitrary 
mariner. In most cases, the poor clerks had to refund some portion of 
the few rujiees they had diawn on the authority of the first order of Gov- 
ernment. The incremental period lias l>een reckoned in all other ser- 
vices from the date of entry in the service. 

But, Sir, there is still another axe which has befallen the poor clerks. 

(8) Interpretation of “corresponding post.” — In paragraph 5 of 
Government Resolution No. 12196F., dated the 25th August, 1922, it 
has been ruled that “a post is said to conespond to another when it is 
of similar status in the same office. In no circumstances can a post 
in one office be held to correspond to a i>ost in another office.” The 

24 
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blow has been especially directed against the clerks of the Secretariat 
and heads of departments of the lute Eastern Bengal and Assam Gov- 
ernment and also against those who had the misfortune of being trans- 
ferred -from one office to another in the interest of the public tan vice. 
The invidious distinction has caused great heart-burning amongst the 
unfortunate clerks who had the misfortune of being transferred from 
one office to another. A clerk has to j>erform almost similar duties in 
all offices. It might as well bo said that a member of the Indian 
Civil Service or the Bengal Civil Service or of any other higher service 
who held a i>ost in (me district and was transform! to another dis- 
trict should not have been allowed to count his past services, as the 
posts did not cnrresjxmd to one another. This ruling for the clerks is 
certainly ungenerous and unjust. The framer of the ruling must Ixe 
thanked for his sense of fine logic! In sanctioning the levision of pay 
as recommended in the majority report, the Government has put a sting 
to it. In paragraph \ of Government Resolution No. 1027SF., dated 
the 17th July, 1922, it has been stated that “in the event of a material 
reduction in the cost of living, the rates of pay in fmeo will come under 
further consideration and will be liable to such mluction as ma\ appear 
necessary in the interest of economical administration.” Need 1 say 
that no such condition was laid down in sanctioning the revision of 
pay of any other seivice:' Should there be a material reduction in the 
cost of living, would the increment, gnen to the higher set vices, lie also 
reduced, pray Y But tTie question has not arisen now, and I need not 
dwell on the point any further at present. 

I have pointed out ulmve how unjust and ungenerous have been the 
restrictions and ruling referred to in my resolution, and hojH* that the 
Government will see its way to accept my motion. 

With these words, I commend my .resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

Adjournment. 

After the adjournment the Council met at 6 r.M., but as there was 
no quorum, it was adjourned. till 3 r.M., on Tuesday, the 30th January, 
1923^ at the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of tho Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Counoil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 30th January 1923, at 3 r.u. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon 'Me Member* 
of the Executive Council, two llon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea l>eing absent), and 104 nominat'd and ‘ 
elected members. 


8tarred Questions * 

(to which oral answers were given), 

Protective works of Pabna town. 

•XXXVIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (*) Will tho 
llon’ble the Minister in charge of the Dejvaitment of Public Works be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what lias l>ecn the extent of the damage to the protective works 
of Pabna town during the last flood season; 

(it) has the main river abandoned the Palma bank this year; 

{m ) whether it has formed for itself a new channel on the south 
bank as foreshadowed in the sjieeoh of the llon’ble the 
Minister on the resolution moved in this Council by Maiilvi 
Shah Abdur Rauf on the 22ml February last; and 

(ir) whether there aie signs of the silting up of the channel of the 
river on the Pabna side? 

{b) What steps are projiosed to be taken by the Public Works 
Department to make good the damage already done to these works and 
what amount will be provided under 44 Repairs n in the current and 
next year’s budgets? 

(c) Have any orders been issued to the local officers to carry out 
necessary repairs P 

(d) If so, what orders have been issued and what arrangements are 
being made for the purpose ? 

( e ) Will the revetment be completely restored to its original state 
this year? If not, why not? 

(/) Are the Government considering. the desirability of undertaking 
extensions by at least a few hundred feet down the stream from the 
lower end and towards the east during the current year? 
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(g) Is it a fact that some of the public buildings opposite the 
eastern extremity of the revetment lie exposed to the fury of the river? 

(h) If so, what steps are the Government taking to counteract this? 

(i) Are the Government considering the desirability of making pro* 
vision in the next year’s budget for undertaking the extensions of the 
protective works below the lower end? 

MINISTER In oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (the 
Hon’bie the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AN Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (?) The damage has been considerable between the chainages of 36*5 
and 45 and between 01 and 02 where the sausages have slipped down. 

(ii) No. 

(Hi) This cannot be answered until the survey of the river bed is 
completed in January. 

(iv) Yes, in front of the steamer ghat. 

(b) The estimate for repairing the damage is under preparation. 
Ks. 12,000 is likely to be spent this year and a provisional demand of 
Rs. 20,000 has been made for 1923-24. 

(c) The estimate is under preparation and the orders to carry out 
the reimirs will be issued by the Superintending Engineer when the 
estimate is sanctioned. 

(?/) The question does not arise. 

(c) It will be repaired to the extent that the Superintending Engi- 
neer may think necessary for the revetment to serve its purpose. 

(/) The member is referred to the reply given to question No. IY, 
part (?/), in the July Session of the Council, 1922. 

(g) No. 

(/?) The question does not arise. 

(?) No. The member is referred *to the speech in reply to a resolu- 
tion moved by Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf at a meeting of this Council 
on 22nd February, 1922, in which the attitude of Government regarding 
the extension of this revetment has been indicated. 

Grand Trunk Road from Howrah to Burdwan. 

•XXXIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware that the Grand Trunk Road from Howrah to Burdwan is in such 
a condition as to need thorough repairs? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of passing 
necessary orders for taking up the repairing works at once and at 
providing a sum in the next year’s budget to meet the cost? 
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the Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khttl Bahadurs (a) Government is informed that the road is in fair 
condition except for a few miles which require repairs. 

(b) Repairs to the metalled surface can only be taken up during 
the rains. Such funds as may be necessary to maintain the road in 
fair condition will be provided in next year’s budget, bearing in mind 
the state of provincial finances. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLI ERS: Will the Government be pleased to state 
why, considering the disgraceful state of the Grand Trunk Hoad, so 
little repairing work was undertaken during the last rains instead of 
waiting for the coming ones? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC W0RK8 DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. G. C. Dey): The reply to the question is contained in the 
last sentence of the answer to (M, namely, that the work can only he 
taken up hearing in mind the state of provincial finances. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Grant of Rs. 2,50,000 to Calcutta University. 

261. Bobu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the DpjKirtuient of Education Ik* pleased to state 
why the sum of Ks. 2,50,000 voted for the Calcutta University to meet 
]>art of their deficit was offered by the Government subject to certain 
conditions whereas no such conditions were laid down by the Council 
when they voted the grant ? 

(h) What further steps are being taken by the Government in 
connection with the said grant? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the * 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): («> and (h) The member is referred to the 
reply given to the question put by Shah Syed Kmdadul Ilaq on the sume 
Bubjcrt at this session. 


Agricultural, commercial, and industrial education. 

262. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps it is projrosed to take during the next official 
year for the development of agricultural, commercial, and industrial 
education in tfie several districts of Bengal? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): Pending Government’s decision on the, Retrenchment 
Committee’s recommendations it is impossible to outline the programme 
Off agricultural, commercial, and industrial education for the next official 
year, but if the policy of Government is not altered and if funds permit, 
that part of the programme of the current year, which it was impossible 
to undertake, will be undertaken. 


High cohorts in Bakarganj and Daoca managed by Namasudras and 
students of backward classes. 

203. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

( i ) the names of primary, middle and high schools in Bakarganj 
and Dacca managed mainly by the Namasudras; 

(it) the amount of grant received by them; and 

(Hi) the number of Namasudra students in those districts? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
students of backward classes will receive stipends? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he 
has any knowledge that the students of the depressed classes in Madras 
are exempted from the payment of examination fees? 

(<1) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of allow- 
ing similar concessions in this province? 

The Hon'bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a! and (b) The question is vague 
and covers a wide field of inquiry. The information would be difficult 
to collect and possibly inaccurate when collected. The value of such 
information ns might be collected would not be a reasonable compensa- 
tion for the labour and expense involved in its collection. 

(r) I have no official information; moreover the matter is one for 
the University. 

(d) Does not arise. 

District boards with official chairman. 

264. 8HAH 0YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of Ihe Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the district boards of which there is no non- 
ifficial chairman at present ; 
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(it) why has not the right of electing a non-official chairman been 
conferred on these boards as yet ; and 

(in) whether there is any proposal to confer on district boards or 
on any of them the right of electing a non-official chairman? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

ft) Darjeeling. 

(ii) A district board was established for the first time in Darjeeling 
during the current financial year; and it was decided, following the 
recommendation of a meeting of representative officials and non-officials 
interested in the question, that there should be an official chairman for 
the present. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 


Loans to Pabna municipality and district board for water supply. 

265. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(j) what amount has been allotted to the Pabna municipality and 
the district board of Pabna for water supply; 

(u) did the Pabna municijmlity and the district hoard of Pabna 
apply for such a loan ; 

(m) if >o, when did they apply; 

(ir) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to grant 
loans for water supply to the Pabna municipality or the 
district board of Pabna either during the year 1922-23 or 
1923-24 ; and 

(r) whether it is a fact that the Pabna municipality and the district 
board of Pabna have recently been granted a certain sura 
of money as loans In the Government? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (i) A sum of Ks. 10,000 
has been allotted to the Pabna municipality for the cost of an experi- 
mental boring in connection with the water-supply scheme. No grant 
has been made to the district board. 

(ii) and (Hi) No application for a loan has been made. 

(iv) If applications are received in 1923-24, they will receive duo 
consideration. 

(t») No. # 
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Flogging in jails. 

266. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state the reasons why Government altered its previous policy and 
decided on removing the ban on flogging in the case of non-co-opera- 
tion prisoners ? 

(b) What new facts were disclosed by the Superintendent of the 
Barisal jail which necessitated a change of policy? 

(c) What was done by the Government to test the accuracy of the 
reports against the non-co-opea*ation prisoners made by the Superin- 
tendent of the Barisal jail P 

( d ) When the power of ordering flogging was taken away from the 
jail officials, was it not anticipated that they would not be allowed to 
resort to flogging even in cases where under the regulations flogging 
would be the suitable punishment? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) :<v> to (d) The member seems to be 
under a misapprehension as to the facts regarding the whipping in the 
Barisal jail which were explained by the Member in charge in his speech 
in Council on the 28th August, 1922, to which speech the member is 
referred for the answers to his questions. 


Beds and cabins in Cafoutta Medical College and Campbell Hospitals. 

267. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
phoned to lay on the tabta a statement showing — 

( i ) the number of (a) beds, and (b) cabins in the Medical College 
and Carapl>ell Hospitals, respectively ; 

( H) the number of cottages attached to the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital and the daily charge for each cottage and 
accommodation provided in each of them; 

(tii) \he daily charge for each of the cabins attached to the Calcutta 
Medical College Hospital and the Campbell Hospital; and 
(ir) the advantages afforded to the occupiers of cottages and cabins 
of the Medical College and Campbell Hospitals, respectively? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (t) Medical College Hospitals: (a) beds — 486; 
(b) cabins — 74. Campbell Hospitals: (a) beds— -730; (b) cabins — Nil. 

(u) Three, each containing four separate sets of rooms. The 
charge for the rooms is noted below : — 

Rooms fyr Surgical cases — Summer Rs. 7 per diem ; Winter Rs. 6-8-0 
per diem. 
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Booms for Medical cases — Summer Rs. 6 per diem ; Winter Rs. 5-8-0 
per diem. 

(ui) The charges in the case of the Calcutta Medical College Hospi- 
tals are as follows : — 


Medical College Hospital . 

Cabins, European Wards: One fan between two cabins — Summer 
Rs. 3-8-0 per diem ; Winter Rs. 3 per diem. 

One fan in a cabin — Summer Rs. 4 per diem; Winter Rs. 3 per diem. 
Cabins, Indian Wards — Summer Rs. 3-8-0 per diem; Winter Rs. 3 
per diem. 


Eden Hospital. 

Turret rooms — Summer Rs. 9-8-0 per diem; Winter Rs. 8-8-0 per 
diem. 

Cabins — Summer Rs. 4-8-0 per diem; Winter Rs. 4 per diem. 


Eye Infinnary. 

Cabins — Summer Rs. 3-8-0 per diem; Winter Rs. 3 per diem. 


Prince of Wales Hospital. 

Cabins, European Wards — Summer Rs. 8-8-0 per diem; Winter 
Rs. 7-8-0 per diem ; 

Cabins, Indian Wards — Summer Rs. 7-8-0 per diem; Winter 
Rs. 6-8-0 per diem. 

(iv) The i>atients are allowed to have relatives in the cabins or 
cottages and are provided with crockery and receive Medical and Surgi- 
cal attendance and nursing free of charge. 


Outbreaks of cholera in Pabfta owing to scarcity of drinking water, 

268. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local »Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether be is aware that owing to water-scarcity there 
have been outbreaks of cholera in several villages within the Sadar and 
Sirajganj subdivisions of tbe Pabna district? 

(i) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken in this direction? 
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Mr. 9. W. GOODE: (a) Cholera breaks out in epidemic form almost 
every year in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions of the Pabna district. 
The Director, Public Health, reports that the cause of these recurring 
outbreaks is the universal pollution of streams, pools, and tanks with 
human excreta. The danger is intensified when there is scarcity of 
water. The position of Pabna district in relation to cholera during the 
past 10 years is shown in the annual Sanitary Report for 1921. 

A statement showing, month by month, the cholera mortality in the 
Sadar and Sirajganj thanas during the year 1922 is laid on the Library 
table. 

(h) Tn January, 1922, Government deputed a temporary Sub-Assist- 
ant Surgeon for cholera duty in the affected areas of the district, but 
primarily it is the duty of tins local l>odies to prevent such epidemics 
and to deal with them when they arise. 

Fish supply of Pabna. 

269. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether he is aware of the gradual exhaustion of the sources 
of fresh fish supply in the district of Pabna; and 
(?/) what steps, if any, are the Government taking to improve the 
fresh fish supply of the district!*' 

The Hom’bls the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) Yes. 

(n) The policy of Government since 1919-20 has been to appoint a 
District Fishery Officer to each district to investigate local conditions, 
to assist the central research staff and finally to carry out the recom- 
mendations of the latter, which would* include the question of increase 
of fish supply. It is proved to apj>oint a District Fishery Officer for 
this purpose in the Pabna district in the near future, if it is decided 
to retain the Fisheries Department with its present organization after 
considering the report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee which 
has recommended its abolition. 


Death-rate in Pabna. 

270. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ( a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the fact that the death-rate exceeds the 
birth-rate during the last twenty years in the jurisdiction of some of the 
police-sh tiJns within the Sadar subdivision of the district of Tippera? 



QUESTIONS. 


367 




(b) If so, what are the causes for this decline, and what steps are 
being taken to prevent the abnormal death-rate? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE. (</) ami (6) In 1909-10 the death-rate exceeded 
the birth-rate in one thana. 

In 1918 this happened in three thanas and the excess occurred again 
in two of these thanas in 1919, while in two other thanas, the mortality 
was in excess both in 1919 and 1920. In different thanas also mor- 
tality was in excess in 1920. 

There was no excess of deaths in any of the six thanas in the Sadar * 
subdivision in 1921. 

The cause of the excess in 1909 and 1910 is unknown. Influenza 
was undoubtedly resjxmsible for the excess in 1918, 1919.and 1920. 


Honorary and stipendiary magistrates. 

271. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the ITon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

( i) whether it is a fact that in some districts of Bengal the work 
of the stijK*ndiary magistrates have been greatly reduced; 

(y) if so, in which of the districts the criminal work of the sti- 
pendiary magistrates has gone down since September, 1920; 

(hi) what action, if any, has been taken in pursuance of the reso- 
lution regarding the increase of honorary magistrates moved 
in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 80th March, 1922; 
and 

(tv) in what districts has the number of honorary magistrates and 
stipendiary magistrates been increased or jeduced since the 
moving of my resolution ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’Me 
8ir Abd-ur- Rahim) : (i) There has been a reduction in the work of stijxm- 
dinry magistrates in some districts. 

(it) The member is referred to Statement A in the Report oti the 
Administration of Criminal Justice during the years 1920 and 1921. 
Figures showing the work from September, 1920, are not available. 

(in) A statement is laid on the table. 

( iv ) A statement is laid on the table as regards honorary magis- 
trates. There has been no change iff the sanctioned district staff of 
stipendiary magistrates since March, 1922. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (iii) of unetarr el question 
No. 27 1, showing the number of new appointments and reappoint- 
ments of honorary magistrates from 1st April, 1022 , to 1st Januaru 

1QQS "* 


Moot he. 

1922 — 

April 

May 

Juno 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November ... 

December ... 


Total 


N timber of new 
appointment*. 

1 

9 

2 

4 

i 

6 

9 

3 

7 

42 


Number of re. 
appointment*. 

16 

li 

19 

8 

11 

21 

7 

11 

11 

115 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (iv) of unstarred question 
N<>. 271, showing the number of honorary magistrates in *ach dis- 
trict on the 1st April , 1922, and 1st January, 1921. 


District. 



On Lliu 1 st 
April, 'Mi. 

On the let Janu- 
ary. |MJ. 

UoJLllt. 

Bakarganj ... 


... 

35 

34 

- 1 

Bankura 


... 

22 

22 

Hirbiiiim 

... 

... 

21 

21 


Hogra 


... 

17 

17 


Burdwun 

... 

... 

46 

43 

-3 

Chittagong ... 


... 

21 

16 

- 6 

Dacca 

4 

... 

31 

29 

- 2 

Darjeeling ... 


... 

11 

13 

+ 2 

Dinajpnr 


... 

17 

18 

+ 1 

Faridpur 


k** 

26 

25 

- 1 

- 2 

Hooghly 



39 

37 

Howrah 


... 

55 

54 

- 1 

Jalpaiguri ... 


... 

12 

9 

_ 3 

^Jeescre 



41 

41 


Khulna 

... 

... 

11 

12 

+ 1 

Malda 



13 

12 

- 1 

Midnapore ... 

... 

... 

30 

32 

+ 2 

Alurshidabad 


... 

47 

47 

Mymensingh 


... 

37 

33 

- 4 

Nadia 


... 

38 

37 

- l 

Noakhali ... 


... 

2 ) 

18 

- 2 

Pabna 

... 

... 

23 

22 

- 1 

Rajsliahi 

... 


17 

17 

Rangpur 


... 

24 

25 

«f 1 

T^ppera 

... 

m 

19 

13 

-6 

24-Parganas ... 

... 

... 

173 

168 

-5 
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272. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: <*) Will the Hon’blo the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation Ih j pleased to state 
what steps are being taken to improve the river lhiral in the district 
of Rajshahi and Pabna? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that numerous villages in 
both banks of the said river have been rendered unhealthy owing to 
the silting up of this river ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that many villages on both the banks of the Baral, 
in the district of Pabna, were very healthy before the silting up of the 
river ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the advisability of employing 
one of the dredgers for the purpose of excavating the source and mouth 
of the said river? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) No steps are 
being taken to improve the river, because it might alter the course of 
the Ganges. 

( b) Government have received intimation to this effect. 

(c) Government have no information on this point. 

(d) No, for the reason already explained. 


Middle Class Unemployment Committee. 

273. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(a) when are the sittings of the Middle Class Unemployment Com- 

mittee to commence and when is this Committee expected to 
finish its labours and present its report; and 

( b ) what is the probable amount of expenditure to be incurred on 

the Committee? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Committee has commenced its Strings. It 
is not possible to say exactly when the report will be ready; probably 
it will be ready in about six months. 

( b ) About Rs. 2,800. 
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274. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilou’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of handlooms working- in each district of 
Bengal ; 

(h) the number of workers employed thereon; and 

(Hi) the estimated annual yields of the looms in 1920, 1921, and 
1922 ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state w r hat steps 
have been taken during the last three years for the development of 
handloom industries in Bengal and what further steps are being con- 
templated in this direction! 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be also pleased to state whether 
any facilities exist for the supply of yarn to weavers and for the sale 
of the products of the handlooms in each district? 

The Hon’ble the Nawato 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (?), (it) and (tii) The lalmur involved in obtaining 
the information is incommensurate with its value. 

(b) (/) Improved methods of weaving on fly-shuttle looms have been 
demonstrated at various Industrial and Agricultural Exhibitions. 

( ii ) Special demonstrations of improved methods of weaving have 
been held at tfle request of the local public at several plates. 

(Hi) Expert advice and assistance have been given to jjersons 
interested in the establishment of handloom factories. 

(ir) The Superintendent of Textile Dentonst nations, Bengal, attended 
to the practical difficulties of the weavers on the spot. 

(e) Instruction in the manufacture of marketable fabrics was given 
at places where the information was required. 

(to) Jacquards, Bobbies and Drawboy machines used in the weav- 
ing of ornamental designs on cloths have Wn successfully introduced 
amongst the weavers of Dacca, Santipur, Vishnupur, etc. 

(rii) Thy fly-shuttle loom has been modified to suit the requirements 
of the Bengal weavers and some weaving appliances, such as the 
country Hobby, the barrel Dobby, etc., have been improvised at the 
Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, and their use and utility 
demonstrated to the artisans. 

(riVi) A Dyeing Department has been opened at the Government 
Weaving Institute, Serampore, and facilities have been given to hand-, 
loom weaver^ to learn the art. Similarly, the art of block printing 
* has been litroduced- to the handloom weavers and others interested. 



1923 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


371 


(ir) Demonstration* in the dyeing* and printing of cloth have t>een 
held at various weaving centres. 

(j) A new District Weaving School affiliated to the Government 
Weaving Institute, Serampore, was oj>eiied at Noakluili in 1920, and 
during the last three years seven Peripatetic Weaving Schools have 
been started in the following districts: — Dacca, Khulna, Mymcusingh, 
Palma, Bankura, Malda and Birbhum, and the number of students, 
receiving instruction at a time in each of the above schools, has been 
recently doubled. 

(xi) Artizans while receiving instruction at either a District or 
Peripatetic Weaving School or at the Central Institute at Serampore, 
each receive stipends from Us. 4 to Hs. G per mensem from Govern- 
ment and the profits arising from the sale of their woven .products are 
credited to them. 

(xii) Weaving classes have been opened at three or four of the 
girls' schools at Calcutta under the auspices of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association. At the Serampore Weaving Institute higher 
and aitizan classes in weaving have been established at Seram} Mire as 
an experimental measure foi one year for the training of women. 

( xm ) Loans are also given to the ex-students of the weaving schools 
to enable them to start business. The amounts advanced during the 
last three years are — 



Rs. 

1919-20 

1,187 

1920-21 

... 1,585 

1921-22 

... 3,180 


Total ... 5,952 


(xir) Yarn Banks have been started at Zorwarganj, Bogumganj, 
Krislinagar, Ilat Chapra, Camilla and Khulna. 

(jt) One hundred and twenty Weavers' Co-operative Societies have 
been organized at various places and an information bureau has been 
opened in the office of the Co-operative Department to facilitate direct 
purchases from Calcutta. 

(xv i) The market prices of yarn are supplied to all the Weaving 
Centres and Yarn Banks that require them. 

The steps in contemplation for the development of the hand loom 
industries in Bengal are — 

(7) starting of more District and Peripatetic Weaving Schools; 

(2) holding of demonstrations in improved methods of weaving 
and dyeing ; and 

{3) establishment of more Co-operative Societies for weavers. 

(c) The member is referred to items (xiv), (xv) and (xm) above. 
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Amendment of the Local Sen-Government Act. 


275. Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble ,the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ixtcal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government are considering 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act? 

( b ) Tf so, when is the amending Bill to be introduced? 

Mr. 9 , W. GOODE: (a) and (b) The member is referred to the reply 
to a starred question on the subject put by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at 
this session. 

Revision of the office of the Administrator-General. 

276. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI : Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is n fact that the office of the Administrator-General, 

Bengal, has not undergone any revision since it was taken 
over by the Government in the year 1902; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the staff of the said office memorialised 

the Government of India some 10 years ago and the Govern- 
ment of India in reply held out hopes of bettering their pros- 
jMM'.ts when the promised amalgamation of the office of the 
Official Trustee with the Administrator-General was to take 
place; 

(m) whether it is a fact that the combined offices of the Official 
Trustee and the Administrator-General are being controlled 
by one set of Gazetted Officers since April, 1910; 

(?>) whether it is a fact that the proposals for the reorganization of 
the combined offices had been submitted long before when 
the question of bettering the prospects of the entire minis- 
terial establishment under the Government of Bengal on 
economic grounds arose culminating in the creation of the 
% McAlpin Committee and eventually resulting in the issue 
of Finance Department Resolution No. 10278 F., dated the 
„ 17th July, 1922; sanctioning certain scales of pay as from 
1st January, 1922, on a time-scale principle; 

(i0 whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal in terms 
of the said resolution sanctioned in August last by a special 
communication the reorganization scheme of the said com- 
bined offices? 

* The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (i) Yes. 

(0) n! The Government of India said that the proposals would 
receive their further consideration in connection with the revision of 
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the Administrator-Generals Act, 1874, and the scheme for amalga- 
mating the Administrator-General's office with that of the Official 
Trustee. 

(in) Yes. 

(iv) The first reorganization scheme w T as receiver! in January, 1918, 
and another one in January, 1920. 

(r) Sanction was conveyed on the 30th August and the final scheme 
was submitted to this Government on the 27th November and is still 
under consideration. 


Allowances to All-India services. 

277. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will .the Jlon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Depart meirt be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, service by service, — 

(j) what increases of pay and allowances have been granted to the 
various All-India services in Bengal since 1914; and 
(ii) how much additional exjKmditure from provincial revenues has 
been entailed by — 

(a) the revision of the pay and prospects, and 

(b) the increase of allowances of the All-India service 

since that date? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tephenson)" The membar is referred to the answers 
given to questions Nos. 35 and 194 asked, respectively, by Balm KisIWi 
Mohan Chaudhuri and Babu Bhishmadev Das at the meetings of this 
Council held on the 21st November, 1921, and the 29th August, 1922, 
and to the statements appended, thereto. No further information is 
readily available. 


Election expenses of local bodies in Pabfta. 

278. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in tharge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, subdivision by sub- 
division, for the district of Pabnu, the total amount spent during the 
last three general elections to — 

(t) district boards, 

(it) local boards, and 
(in) municipalities? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The compilation of these figures which go back 
nine years would involve much time and labour which, in the opinion 
of Government/ would not be justified. 


25 
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Telegraph offioe at 8ujanagar (Pabna). 

279. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in accordance with the answer given to 
unstarred question No. 187 put by me on the 30th August, 1922, the 
}HM>ple of Sujanagar in the district of Pabna submitted in Septembei, 
1922, a i petition to the District Magistrate for the opening of the 
telegraph office? 

(b) Has the application been referred to the proper authorities? 

(r) If so, when was this done? 

(d) Has any estimate of cost been prepared for the purpose? 

(r) If so, what is the amount estimated at? 

(/) What will be the amount required from the local guarantors for 
the opening of this office? 

(//) What conditions will be imposed on the guarantors? 

(h) If the application has not yet been sent to the proper autho- 
rities, what is the reason for the delay? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. tl. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(b) The application has been referred to the Director-General of 
Posts and Telegraphs. 

(c) The 4th November, 1922. 

{(I) No estimate has yet been submitted. 

( v ) Does not arise. 

(/) It is impossible to say without an estimate from the postal 
authorities. 

((f) It is impossible to say at this stage. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Ministerial offioers in courts in Rangpor. 

280. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the ITonble the 
Member in charge of Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(,) how many Hindu and Muhammadan ministerial officers have 
been appointed in the civil and criminal courts in the 
Rangpur district within the last five years; and 
(it) how many of them are bona fide residents of the district? 

Th« Hon'bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Civil courts.— Hindus 13; 
Muhammadans 5. 

Oriminkl courts,— -Hindus 11 ; Muhammadans 8. 

(ii) civil eo — 7 ‘ 
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The Coon das Bill, 1922. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mf. H. L. Stephenson) : I l>eg to present the report of the Selert Com- 
mittee on the Goondas Bill. ] am glad to say that the riqiort is a unani- 
mous one, and I think we may claim that the Committee has carefully 
considered every suggestion made in the course of the debate on the 
first reading and in the public press or in the opinions received. The 
House will obsene that the Bill has been very considerably altered, but 
I think the alterations will commend themselves to the Council. The 
Bill has only been altered in order to give effect to the wishes expressed 
on the first reading. We have discussed in our rej>ort various methods 
of giving effect to those wishes, and we, have explained our reasons for 
discarding those we have not accepted. 

There are three principal points in the alterations made. The first 
is with regaid to t lie extension of the seojie of the Bill. A very strong 
feeling was expressed in this House and also in the opinions we have 
received that the Bill could not he confined only to the area of Calcutta. 
Wo recognized that in any case the Bill must he extended to Howrah: 
otherwise the only result would have been to drive these, goondas from 
Calcutta into Howiah. The Select Committee adopted the idea that 
Burralmzar might he regarded as the centre of the operations of these 
goondas. They, therefore, strove to create an enclave sufficiently large 
round Buiiaba/.ar to pi event the goonda from living just outside the 
urea comm ad by the Bill and committing his depredations in Calcutta. 
At the same time we recognized that their was a danger that if tin* goon- 
das were driven from Burralmzar, which is their most profitable field 
of operations, they might he able si ill to find a fairly rich field in the 
more congested districts around Calcutta. We have, therefore, taken 
an area round Calcutta sufficiently large to prevent the goonda living 
outside and coming into Calcutta like the ordinary pm son for his daily 
work. 

The second main alteiation refers to the inclusion of the Bengali 
goonda. On this point opinion in this Council and outside it has been 
absolutely unanimous. The alteration also gets rid of a very difficult 
question as to who is a Bengali by birth. Tho question then arises as to 
what are we to do with the Bengali goonda when we take action against 
him. As I stated when introducing the Bill, Government did not con- 
sider it, and the Selert Committee did not consider it, justified to expel 
the Bengali from his own province. To keep him in Calcutta under any 
sort of supervision is useless. We could arrange that he should report 
himself to the thana in whose jurisdiction he lives six times a day, but 
whatever we did would still give hinj time to conduct his business in 
Burrabazar unchecked. We did not consider it right — w e did not think 
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that we had justification to lock the Bengali goonda up. We therefore 
fell back on what seemed to us the only alternative, namely, to remove 
him from the scene of his temptation and to keep him away from this 
area. 

The third question was the question of safeguards. I have stated 
before that Government deliberately left it to the Select Committee to 
put in the safeguards, and this was j>erhaps the mast difficult question 
which the Select Committee had to consider. We recognized that the 
Council wished for two things: firstly, that the man should have as fair 
a run for his money as is compatible with the basic principle of the Bill; 
and secondly, that the Bill should not. be used to attack political oppo- 
nents even when these political opponents were so extreme as to attack 
the basic principles of all government. As regards the first w T ish of the 
Council that a man should have a fair run, the Council have already 
decided that it is necessary to deal w’ith this evil by executive measures 
because it is not possible to deal w’ith them under the ordinary process 
of the courts. Therefore, it is impossible to give the accused the same 
safeguards as he would have in an open trial in a court, but we have 
carefully considered whnt is fair, and T think we may claim that the 
provisions of the Bill do give a man an much fair treatment, as much 
run for his money as is compatible with the underlying principle of the 
Bill which the House has already accepted. We must remember that 
we are not trying him for a criminal offence and we are not inflicting 
upon him judicial punishment. We are, as the House has decided, 
proposing to deal with him by an executive measure and remove him 
from our midst. In our report will be found some of the proposals 
which we discussed in Select Committee and discarded with the reasons 
for our action. 

As regards the second desire of the Council that the, Act should not 
be used as a political weapon in any way, we have endeavoured to meet 
this wish by altering section 3 and limiting it to offences against persons 
and property. We considered the possibility of defining “goonda' ’ 
and we are unanimously of opinion that it is an impossibility. The 
final safeguard which we have adopted is that of laying the papers before 
two Judges of experience. I admit that this solution is open to a charge 
which is ’often brought against this Council, namely, that it considers 
that whenever there is an executive action to be done, the only person 
w ho can dq.it is a judicial oflvcer, but we recognize that what the Council 
wish is that the charges against a man and the evidence on which they 
are based shall he thoroughly examined and scrutinized by men who 
have had experience in weighing evidence and that is what we have done. 
We have provided that the charge together with all the papers shall be 
laid l)e fore two Judges of experience and their report is to be submitted 
to Government, and whatever action Government take, Government 
must* publish the conclusions arrived at by the Judges. 

I beg to\ay the report W the Select Committee before the House. 
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I now move that the Goondas Bill, 1922, as amended by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): '] 'ho preamble 
will be left over for consideration at the end of the Hill. 


('lau.sk 1. 

The question is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA S I move that after clause 1 [ 2 ) 
the following be added, namely: — 

“ {.'}) It shall remain in force for a period of two years only.” 

It is admitted on all hands, that this is in the nature of an extra- 
ordinal \ measure to meet an extraordinary situation. This Bill would 
not have been needed at all, if the Calcutta Police had not 
failed to- meet the goomlu evil. The j lowers under the ordinary cri- 
minal law of the land are very wide and I feel sure, as has lieou 
asseited by the members of the Polite Point Bar Association — a body 
of gentlemen who arc in the best position to know the work of 
the Calcutta Police — that had the i>oliee utilized their jxiwers under 
section 110, more vigorously, more honestly, and more scrupulously, 
there would not have lieon any need of this Bill at all. But the 
cry has been raised that the powers of the Calcutta Police are not wide 
enough, and as a considerable section of the Calcutta public have joined 
in this, 1 think it will be unfair for us, the mufassa) people, to oppose 
this Bill. But, we, as custodians of the rights and liberties of tin! 
people, eaunjit be a party to a law, which Roes against the very funda- 
mental principle of the right of defence of any person in an open court. 
We should, therefore, make this Act a temporary one and see how the 
police handle their newly-acquired power. There is a great danger in 
giving 1 these extraordinary laws a permanent place in the Statute Book 
of the country, as has been amply evidenced by the recent application — 
may I not say — misapplication of the Criminal Law Amendment Acts 
during* the political activities of last year? When these Acts wen.* passed, 
assurance was fully given that these Acts w*ere only meant to deal with 
revolutionary anarchists. When the Acts were new, these assurance# 
w’ere, no doubt, kept, but as time went on, they became part of the old 
law's and w'e know how they were utilized to meet w ith an ordinary poli- 
tical situation. W T e also know how r the old rusty sword of the Deporta- 
tion Act of 1818 was brought down to deal with ordinary political 
offenders, whereas the original purpose of the Act was quite different. 
In this case also, we are naturally afraid that the assurances that are 
given now against its application in political cases may be conveniently 
forgotten after a lapse of a few years. The argument of the Select 
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Committee against its being made a temporary measure does not seem 
to carry great weight. They say that the very success of the measure 
will militate against it. Now, if the Act succeeds, it need not be re- 
enacted at all. If the goondas- return alter two or three years, the public 
opinion is sure to take up the cry and I cannot believe that any future 
legislative council will be so irresponsible as not to pay any heed 
to that. We are passing this Bill to-day, and we are sure that if the 
goondas return and start their depredations, the next Council will not 
fail to re-enact this Bill. Then, Sir, if this Bill is made temporary, the 
very fact of its being temporary will be a safeguard against the abuses 
and excesses of the police, because they will know then that this extreme 
power which they are going to have in the Act, if misused, will be with- 
drawn from their hands and the Act will not be re-enacted. Therefore, 
I think that there is a great deal of force in the position which we have 
taken up — that this Act, being more or less in the nature of an experi- 
mental measure, should be a tem]>orarv one. If it succeeds, and if we 
find that the police have improved and are utilizing their powers well 
and are suppressing the goonda evil, we can go on with it ; otherwise, 
it should cease to operate after two years. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI S I move that after 
clause 1 (2) the following be added, namely:-- 

“ (3) It shall come into force at once and shall remain in force till 
the 31st Deeemlror, 1925.” 

After the able speech that has been delivered by my friend, Bubu 
Indu Bhushan Duttu, I do not think many words are required to support 
my amendment. My amendment only proposes that this Act should 
remain in force till the 3Jst December, 1925, that is, for three years. 
Bahu Indu Bhushan Duttu has rightly pointed out that the reason given 
by the Select Committee, for not making this Bill a temporary measure, 
is not quite convincing. It is said that its very success would militate 
against its extension as it would then be contended that with the dis- 
appearance of goondaism the need for the Act was gone. This is 
generally the ease, Sir, with all extraordinary measures. When a 
person is ill, of course he takes some medicine and if that medicine 
succeeds and the person recovers, then no reasonable man will suggest 
that the medicine should go on as part of his normal food. This disposes 
of that reason. Then, Sir, we have not been convinced by the arguments 
which have been advanced for enac ting such a drastic measure. It is 
said that the Act is necessary because the preventive sections of the 
Criminal Procedure Code could not effectively deal with the goondas. 
I do not think there is much force in that argument. It will be seen 
from the Police Administration Report of Calcutta for 1920 that it is 
not true |hat there i* any great difficulty of successful prosecutions 
under the preventive sections of the Crimiual Procedure Code.* 
Because on referring to Statement A of the report it will be found that, 
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proportionately speaking, the number of conviction* under sections 109 
and 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code is not less than the number oi 
convictions for other offences. Take, for instance, serious offences against 
the person— there were 8b 7 cases reported in 1920 of which 209 met with 
conviction. Then take offences against person and property. There were 
1,554 cases of which 338 only met with conviction. Then in the case 
of minor offences against the person, out of 95 cases 28 met with convic- 
tion, while under minor offences against property, out of 7.327 cases 
2,311 met with conviction. But in cases under sections 109 and 110 oi 
the Criminal Procedure (’ode, out of 800 cases, as many us 548 cases 
ended in conviction. Thus it is established that the number of convic- 
tions under sections 109 and 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code is 
certainly higher than in the case of other offences. 1 therefore beg to 
submit that this Act, if at all placed on the Statute Book, should be a 
temporary measure. Surely an Act which is designed. to deport persons 
without trial cannot be entertained by people who have any love foi 
personal liberty, unless it is of a temporary nature, enacted for a limited 
period only. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur! I rise to oppose this amend- 
ment. I fear that some of my friends have not fully realized the situa- 
tion. On tin* last occasion when this Goonda Bill was first piescnted 
before this Council, some of ffs spoke out what we actually felt in the 
heart of our hearts. In Calcutta the disease is very deep-rooted. My 
friend, Balm 1 ndu Bhushan Dutta, says that a treatment for two \ ears 
w ill ei adicate the mischief. 1 can assure my friend that he is thoroughly 
wrong. The mischief caused by the goondas all throughout the city had 
been so extensive, and 1 would again say so deep, that two years’ treat- 
ment is only likely to touch the fringe of it. After two years, even admit- 
ting that this Bill will succeed in its object, wlmt would he the state ot 
affairs'' The members of the Select Committee have very forcibly pointed 
out that if the Bill succeeds in its efforts to eradicate goondaism from 
Calcutta, a day will come when people will say — men like Bahu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta and otheis will su\ — that the object has been achieved 
and there is no leason or justification for the extension of the same. 
Then, the inevitable result would be that these goondas will come back 
to resume their nefarious work. A period of two years, after all, is so 
short a time that I cannot conceive any reasonable man suggesting that 
in two years this deep-rooted disease wil I he eradicated from Calcutta. 

If my friend had suggested ten years, I might have considered that as 
somewhat reasonable, hut two years, I again say, are extremely unreason- 
able. 

My friend has a suspicion that this Bill might be used against politi- 
cal offenders and that it might be abused. I cannot hut admit that there 
is a feeling like that not only in him hut in other minds also. An assur- 
ance has bean given by the Hon’ble the Member in charge of this Bill 
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and the Select Committee that Government have no intention of apply- 
ing this Bill to political offenders, and if my friend will kindly see that 
there is an amendment in my name which w ill come up later on in which 
1 would ask this Council to specifically lay down that no section of this 
Bill will be applicable to political often dels. If my friend agrees with 
that, well, he would be best advised to support me when that comes up 
before this Council, but that is no reason why the Bill should only be 
restricted for two years and its utility curtailed thereby. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I have got to oppose this 
amendment but I must say I do not find fault with my esteemed friend 
over there because it is a point that I myself took up in the Select Com- 
mittee. I myself at first thought that this Bill should be limited to 
three years, but after hearing the explanation of my brother members 
of the Committee I wavs convinced that it would be a mistaken policy to 
do so. First of all it would defeat the very purpose of the Act ; you will 
drive these men away for a little time only; we do not want them to come 
back; what we w r ant is to get rid of them permanently, if possible. That 
is the idea. A goonda is a quite different sort of person. I, therefore, 
think that this amendment, if accepted, will defeat the very puiqxwe of 
the Act. Supposing that this is done, what would happen if after two 
years these people come back and go on making depredations on society 
till it becomes almost insufferable, then action might be taken by Gov- 
ernment after a year or tw’<>. This means that the (wople of Calcutta and 
its neighbourhood will have to suffer for 5 or T years before any action can 
he taken. On these grounds, which I think are very strong grounds, 
and on which I had to change my opinion (the opinion I had before), I 
think this amendment ought not to l>e accepted. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadurs^I beg to oppose 
this amendment because it strikes me that two years is too short a period 
for giving any piece of legislation a fair trial, and if the House is of 
opinion that no legislation is needed to extirpate the goondas from Cal- 
cutta, that is quite a different thing; but if goondaism is an evil and if 
some extraordinary measure is needed for removing that evil, this 
measure should exist not only for two years hut for any number of years; 
because Calcutta is just the ground where goondaism is likely to prevail 
and to prosper. Supposing this Bill, after it passes through the Legis- 
lature heroines an Act, and if it remains in force only for two years, 
goondas may be clever enough to keep back their activities for two years 
and then return to Calcutta and resume their activities in Burrabazar. 

I think that there is an apprehension in the mind of my friend, Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, that once it is kept permanently on the Statute 
Book, abuse may be made of it hereafter. In that case, I think that the 
members of this Legislature, w ill be alert enough to see that if any abuse 
be made, another Bill may be introduced for removing this undesirable 
piece of le gation from the Statute Book altogether. But^this period 
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of two years is suc h a short period that not even the police, if they mean 
to abuse the provisions of this law, will know how to abuse or make use 
of them to their advantage. So, under the circumstances, as the Goon das 
Bill has been introduced with the consent of this House, and as it has 
been thought necessary that this Bill should be passed with necessary 
amendments, I think that the period should not be restricted to two years 
only. So I oppose this amendment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to oppose this motion. 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has not answered the point raised by Kai 
Ilarendranatli Chaudhurr. According to the latter, the figures leeeived 
by him about sections 109 and 111) are sufficient to show that such an 
Art is not necessary for such a long period as has been suggested in the 
Bill. My friend has no practical experience of the operation of sections 
109 and 110 cases. These goondas have got paid men under them who 
carry out their work. Moreover the public are so afraid of them that 
though during the ]>olice inquiry they say that they have been robbed 
and assaulted oi cheated, yet as soon as they see the lnstu t if ul 
face of a goonda in the witness box, they forget everything and den\ 
all knowledge about the accused. They would say, “ that this is 
not the man; I do not remember what l told the jniliee ” and so 
forth. Such is the st ite of things. Everybody is afiaid of a goonda. 
There are certain cases— I can give specific instances — in which persons 
who aie employed either in a mill or in a woikshop have respectable 
houses and who mix with and help people who regularly commit house- 
breaking and theft. In a case, under sections 109 and 110 in Howrah, 
five persons were, prosecuted, of whom two had houses and were work- 
ing in mills. The rest had no houses neither had they any means of 
subsistence. The two were acquitted because they could prove, that 
they had ostensible means of livelihood, although they were found in the 
company of those who had house-hraaking implements with them at the 
early hour of 2 a.m. So, an Act like the one under discussion is j>ermu- 
neritly necessary in Howrah. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : 1 do not want to say much. 
This is an extraordinary measure,. When an extraordinary measure is 
taken, it should not be a permanent one on the Statute Book. I fully 
sympathize with the mover of the motion and at the same time I appreci- 
ate the indignant feeling of my Calcutta friends. Let there he a compro- 
mise, so let us make it five years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot do that. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am only making a sug- 
gestion. If that is acceptable to my friends here, so far so good. All 
that I can say is that as this is an extraordinary measure, we should not 
place it permanently on our Statute Book. 
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Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: It is significant that both these amend- 
ments come from gentlemen who do not ordinarily reside in Calcutta. 
As an ordinary resident of Calcutta, I would advise my friends, Babu 
lndu ’ Bhushan Dutta and Kai Harendranath Chaudhuri, to with- 
draw these amendments. Apparently, they do not know the class o! 
people against whom this legislation has been directed. 1 do not admil 
thut 1 am very thick and thin with goondas but 1 know certainly what 
a goondu is like. I would have said some strong things about them, 
hut some of them understand English and I do not wish to imperil mv 
life by saying things which they may come to know later on. The point 
is that it is very difficult to fix a limit of time within which a certain 
evil can be eradicated. Whether we like it or not, we have got to 
rejKvse some confidence in the authorities. If we have got no confidence, 
let us oppose this enactment altogether, but if we have this much confi- 
dence that we, allow this Act to be passed, let us have a little further 
confidence that when the necessity no longer exists, Government wdll 
be the ver\ fir>t to withdraw this Act and remove it from the Statute 
Book. Mole obnoxious Ads have been removed from the Statute Book 
not because of agitations but, I may say, voluntarily when the Govern- 
ment was fully convinced that there was no necessity for these 
legislations. (A voice: “Question.”) It may be questioned, hut I 
may point out the ltowlatt Act and others. There was a great clamour 
and it was not repealed. When it was repealed, there w r as hardly any 
clamoui fiom the public. It was done spontaneously. (Voices: 
“Question, question.”) Your sneers do not and cannot distort the truth. 

As regards the apprehension <ln\t the enactment might be used against 
political offenders, supposing that it i> on the Statute Book only for 
two yeuis, that would ho a long enough time for Government to ice 
it with vengeance against anybody they like. So, what I resjx»ct- 
fully submit to the members of this (’ouncil is that once they have 
allowed the Government to introduce this enactment, let the enactment 
have a fair chance, and if we find that the provisions are being misused, 
it will lie open to us to point out to the Government that the enactment 
should no longer remain on the Statute Book. At any rate, I do not 
think'thut a proposal like this, putting a time limit, should, under 
present circumstances, be accepted. I therefore beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

. Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: I beg to oppose this amendment. 
It fhems to me that the amendment has been moved under an apprehen- 
sion that the provisions of the Act may be applied against political 
offenders. I beg to submit that there is a great difference between a 
political offender and a goonda. A goonda is a dishonest man and is 
always committing offences against person or property, while a political 
often del is an honest man having certain political ideals which ho tries 
to achieve.* He is expected not to comniit any violence against person 
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or property. So, I beg to submit that there need be no apprehension of 
the application of the provisions of this Act to political offenders. There 
is something more perhaps. There is a feeling that when occasions arise 
Government will try to apply the provisions ol this A< t against any 
political offender. This is charging Government with dishonest 
intentions. We must think that Government is honest. When we see 
that Government is dishonest, then we must opjxise it. If we do not 
believe the Government it cannot do its work at 'all. 

If you look to the provisions of the Act, you will find that they amply 
provide for the elimination ot political offemleis from their application. 
There are two safeguards. First, the Commissioner of Police is to 
report against a person, and then the report has to go to two advising 
Judges, who are to consider the ipport. The person against \\ honi a repoit 
is made, has to come and give explanation. AVe cannot expect that these 
Judges would be bribed by Government to say something against a poli- 
tical offender. 1 beg to submit that if we go on at this rate, we will 
be forced to disbelieve, anybody and everybody. In this state of things 
no real order is possible. With these few iemarls, 1 beg to oppose this 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: I will not follow Halm Indu 
Hhushan Duita into a discussion of the necessity of this Act, which the 
Council has already accepted. Itai Harendranath Chaudhuri has given 
u.s statistic^ as to tlie number of' jxusons bound dowu under sections lull 
and lit), lut the proof of the pudding is in the eating ami the fact 
remains tfiat the goondas w*e want to get at have not been bound down. 
The reasons why they have not been bound down 1 have already given 
in my previous sj>eeehes and 1 will not weary the Council by rc|x*uting 
them. After the opinions that have already been expressed on thi^ 
amendment there is not much more for me to say, hut I would like to 
summarize briefly the reasons against it. In the first place, if the Hill 
is successful, it will he impossible to ask the Council to renew it. It 
will mean that before Go\ernniQnt comes before the Council for its 
renewal it must have a sufficient cause and Babu Surendra Nath Mallik 
has pointed out that we shall have to wait till the tyranny of the goondas 
has got so had again that Government and the*, Council arc goaded again 
into action. It will mean some years. Already 1 have leeeived informa- 
tion from the police that in \ iew of the opinion among the goondas that 
the Council really means business, several of them have shut up shop. 
One of the important goondas in the southern part of the towiPcama 
to the Deputy Commissioner a little while ago and asked whether if 
this Bill were passed it would apply to him. He was told it most 
certainly would. He then proceeded to sell his house and retired up- 
country. Hut if the goondas imagine that this Hill is only a temporary 
measure, they*will only go away for a holiday and will not sell their 
houses. Secondly, a two-year Bill will not remove the tenorisvn. One * 
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of the grave reasons why we had introduced this Bill is the terrorism 
exercised by the goondas over the inhabitants of Calcutta. Two years 
are not long to wait for vengeance and if I were a witness terrorised 
by goondas, I certainly should not think that I would be justified in 
giving my evidence if my period of safety would last only two years. 
Thirdly, and 1 think that this is the fallacy underlying the amend- 
ment, the evil is not a tem}>orary one; it has been growing for ten years. 
It is a cancer and you have got to cut it out or eradicate it by constant 
application of some systematic treatment. Spasmodic treatment will 
not do. It has got to be something of a very definite and continued 
application. Lastly, the Act in the form it has taken can be readily 
rej>ealed as it is riot forming part of (lie Police Act. It is a separate Act 
on its own. Any memlier of the Council can bring forward a Bill to 
rcq*»al this Act if it is unsuccessful or if it works badly or if it is abused. 
If, however, the Bill is successful and is no longer required it will 
lapse; it will not be used. I venture to predict that this Bill will form 
a model for all other provinces in course of time. They will find that 
they, as usual, have to follow the example of Bengal in dealing with a 
matter like this. 

The motion of Bahu Indu Bhushan l)utta was then put and lost. 

The motion of Itai Ilnrendranatlr Ohaudliuri was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 

Bin. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that in clause 2 ( 2 ), 
the words “ and does not include a Deputy Commissioner ” be added 
at the end. 

As the Bill is at present drafted, it runs as follows: — The Commis- 
sioner of Police means the officer vested with the administration of police 
in Calcutta. Under the Calcutta Police Act, I860, the Calcutta 
Suburban Police Act, J8(Ui, the. Calcutta Port Act, 1890, and any Act 
amending any of these Acts. I want the addition of these words, viz., 
“ and does not include a Deputy Commissioner.” Some of my friends 
have pointed out and I agree with them that this Goondas Bill is after 
all an extraordinary measure and it is highly desirable that the power 
which it proposes to confer upon the police should be exercised by the 
head mu i , ^z., the Commissioner of Police and not by any of his depu- 
ties. With this end in view I have moved this amendment. At first 
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sight this amendment may appear to be superfluous but that is not so. 
Under section 5 of the Calcutta Police Act of 18GG V a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police is competent to perform any duties assigned to the 
Commissioner of Police under his order. In a case which has been cited 
(the case of Percy vs. Wilson) it has been held by two High Court Judges 
that under section 5 of the Calcutta Police Act the Deputy Commis- 
sioner has all the powers of the Cominis inner of Police subject to the 
control of the Commissioner. Apart from any special direction by the 
Commissioner, however, any act of the Deputy Commissioner which 
would be within the powers of the Commissioner of Police is valid and 
no instructions either in writing or otherwise or general or in regaul to 
specific acts are necessary to render the acts valid. That is the just idea- 
tion for mv amendment. As the Deputy Commissioner of Police has all 
the powers of the Commissioner of Police subject to the control ot the 
latter and as no special specific direction is necessary, if is desirable in 
defining the Commissioner of Police to make t lie definition more explicit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall call on Babu Jatindra Nath Basu to 
move his cognate amendment now. The other amendments will be open 
to debate. 

BabU JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Rai Dr. llaridban Dull Bahadur 
has referred to the provisions in the existing law defining the functions 
of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. He lias also referred to judg- 
ments of the High Court. In one of these judgments it is stated that a 
Deputy Commissioner of Police apj>ointed under section 5 of the Calcutta 
Police Act has all the powers of the Commissioner of Police subject 
to the control of that officer. The Commissioner of Police may at any 
time set aside any of his orders either in writing, or verbally or other- 
wise with regard to any matter. Apart from an\ special directions, 
howevie^ any act of ijie Deputty Commissioner, provided that if be w ilh- 
in the power of the Commissioner, is valid and no instructions either 
in writing or otherwise or general or in regard to specific acts are neces- 
sary to render such act valid. We are investing in this Bill the 
Commissioner of Police with very large powers. But having regard 
to the fact that some of the material safeguards which an accused peison 
has in meeting charges against him under the ordinary law are being 
taken away, it is necessary that the most responsible officer of the Calcutta 
Police should himself deal with the case. In the interests of justice, 
these [lowers that are given under this Act should not be exercised 
by any subordinate of the Commissioner of Police but by the Commis- 
sioner of Police himself. I propose, therefore, that the expression 
** Commissioner of Police ” in this section should exclude the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police or any other officer under him. 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: I oppose this amendment merely on the ground that 
I think it is superfluous. I think that it is desired by all of us that 
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the powers? which the Coin mission ei of Police is entitled to exercise 
under this Act should be confined to the head, i.t., to the Commissioner 
of Police and not to the Deputy Commissioners. This question w*as 
considered very carefully in the Select Committee and I think that 
I can assure hou’ble members that as worded here a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police cannot perform the functions of the Commissioner of 
Police so far as this Act is concerned. The case referred to by the 
previous speakers is a case under the Police Act. We have here taken 
the trouble to define the Commissioner of Police and not left it merely 
as the Commissioner of Police undefined. The Commissioner of Police 
means the officer vested with the administration of the police in Calcutta 
and that is only one officer and neither under this Act nor under any 
other Act is a Depots Commissioner vested with the administration of 
Police in Calcutta. This was considered and therefore I oppose this 
amendment as I have said, not because 1 desire that a Deputy Commis- 
sioner should have the same power as the Commissioner, but because 
I think that it is superfluous. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I quite sympathize with the 
feeling that it should not come down to anybody below the Commissioner 
of Police. I raised this question in the Select Committee, hut the 
Tlon’hlo the Advocate-General assured us that it was not necessai y to 
put in the words “ excluding the Deputy Commissioner.” That 
stopped me and tho House has had the advantage of listening to the argu- 
ments of the llon’ble the Advocate-General himself. We are all anxi- 
ous that it should not go to anybody below the Commissioner of Police 
himself. 1 u as told in the Committee that the Commissioner of Police 
means the hon’blc gentleman who sits \>ehind me (Sir Reginald Clarke) 
and nobody else. So, that is all right, and I oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have nothing to add to the 

explanation given by Mr. Das. Government entirely agree that these 
powers shall he exercised by the Comhussioner of Police alone and we 
are advised b\ all the legal advisers whom we consulted in the matter 
that the clause, does give effect to the intentions of the Government and 
of the Council. I would therefore oppose these amendments. I think 
the introduction of these words may lead to consequences which we have 
not considered. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: After what I have heard 
from, the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, I beg leave to withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The amendment standing in the name of Rai I)r. Haridhan Dutt . 
Bahadur was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu y ATI N DR A NATH BA8U: In view of the opinion expressed 
by the Advocate-General, I beg leave to withdraw m> amendment. 
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1 he amendment standing in the name of Balm Jalindrn Nath liaisii 
was then, by leaver of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I find that my amendment is 
similar to the amendments standing in the names of Mr. Ajoy Chumler 
3)utt and Kai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur under clause ‘i. Therefore 
I would like to withdraw my amendment now in order to sup|>ort the 
amendments of those two members. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Balm Indti Bhu- 
tan Dutt a was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:— 

lhat in clause 2 (*3) after the word “rough” the following be added, 
namely : — 

“but excludes a political offender or a person charged with an\ 
offence against the State.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that after the word 
“goonda” in clause 2 (.3), the following be inserted, namely: — 

means a j>erson of a desperate and dangerous diameter whose 
being at large is hazaidous to the community.” 

During the discussion on the first reading of the Bill, the opinion 
was expressed from all sides of the House that some sort of definition 
of the won! “goonda” should he found out to make the working of the 
Act comprehensive for the purpose in view 1 find that the Selei t 
Committee after making vain attempts have tailed to find out any 
definition except that “goonda” includes a “rough or hooligan.” Now, 
Sir, as was pointed out during the earlier stages of the Bill, this defini- 
tion is very vague and may include anybody. The description of a 
criminal under section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code has been 
found to lie very useful and I do not see why that definition, with some 
alterations, should not he applicable in this ease also. I believe, that 
the definition that I have suggested w'ill meet the jM>int and I hope, the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge, will accept it. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I move that for clause 
2(.3), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“A ‘ goonda’ means a person who— 

(a) is by habit a robber, house-breaker or thief, or 

(b) is by habit a receiver of stolen property knowing the 

same to have been stolen, or 

(r) habitually protects or harbours thieves or aids in the 
concealment or disposal of stolen property, or 

(d) habitually commits hurt, mischief or extortion or 

attempts to do so, or 

(e) is so desperate and dangerous as to render his being 

• at large without security hazardous to the com- 

munity,” 
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i admit, Sir, that I have taken it almost bodily from section 110 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. It has never been suggested by anybody 
that that section was not comprehensive enough to include all sorts of 
roughs and badmashes. All that was alleged was that these preventive 
sections could not effectively deal with the goondas for want of evidence. 
Therefore, I do not understand why the definition as given in section 110 
of the Criminal Procedure Code should not be adopted in this Act and 
why the term goonda should be defined by a synonym only and the actual 
denotation should be left vague. It is said that in the Select Committee 
various definitions were examined but they found them all open to seri- 
ous practical and legal objections jKirticulurly those which introduce 
the word “ habitual.” I do not understand why there should be any 
practical difficulty in the way. Government said the other day that it 
had a Goonda Department and that it was the work of that department to 
register and classify criminals of this type— they watch the activities 
and movements of these people. So in that case it will not be difficult 
for the police to find out who are professional goondas, i.e. t goohdas 
by habit. 

It is said that there are legal objections to the introduction of the 
word “ habitual.” llad that been so, section 110 of the Criminal Proce- 
dure 'Code woul<l have required amendment. Moreover, it must be 
remembered that goondas will be removed not by a judicial procedure 
but by an extra-judicial procedure and executive orders and it is pro- 
vided in the Bill that the revising Judges will not be bound to observe 
the rules of evidence and technicalities of law. So, as there will be 
no observance of and insistence on legal technicalities at all, T do not 
understand why such a clear definition cannot he adopted. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U moved that for clause 2(.‘>), the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

‘ ‘ ( 6 ) ‘ goonda ’ includes — 

( i ) one who is by habit a rubber or thief, or 
(n) one who habitually protects or harbours robbers or 
thieves or aids in the concealment or disposal of 
stolen property, or 

(in) one who habitually commits extortion, or 
(?r) one who habitually commits or attempts to commit or 
* al>ets the commission of offences involving a breach 

of the peace, or 

(v) one who is so desperate, dangerous or violent as to 
render his being at large hazardous to the com- 
munity.” 

1 appreciate the difficulty that has been felt in defining the expres- 
sion ” goonda,” but I do not see why the attempt to define it should 
be given Vip. We all know the nature of the criminality that goes to 
make a goonda; I have seen the suggestions submitted to Government 
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by various public bodies. The amendment that stands in my name 
has betui taken from the suggestions made In the Bar Association of 
the Calcutta Police Court. The Par Association ot the Police Court 
is a body specially qualified to express an opinion on the matter. The 
definition of goonda as given in the Pill is realh no definition at all. 
It still keeps ojien the question to the authorities constituted under 
this Bill to decide who is a goonda. There should not be, so far as 
possible, any such laxity m the terminology of criminal law. An 
attempt should lx* made to nrme at precision. Pat lluroiuliunnth 
Chaudhuri has taken his amendment from section 111) of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. My amendment is almost the same, with the excep- 
tion of the last suli-eluuse (r) in which l have added “ one wlio is so 
desperate, dangerous or violent as to rentier his being at large hazardous 
to the community.” 1 think these words comprehend all that wo 
mean by the term goonda. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: ] heg to oppose this amend- 
ment on the ground that, however difficult it might he to find a suit- 
able definition of goonda, we all tried in tin* Select Committee to make 
it as suitable as jH»ssible; the one that is suggested here, is absolutely 
impossible. It cannot be accepted. It is nothing but a quotation fiom 
section lit) of the (’ode of Criminal Procedure - in fact, the whole of 
it. The section of the Criminal Procedme Code reads as follows: - 

Whenever a Presidency Magistrate, District Magistrate, or Subdivisions! 
Magistrate or n Magistrate of tire first class specially empowered in this behalf by 
the Local Gm eminent receives information that any i>crson within the local limits 
of his junsdu tion — 

( a ) is by habit a robber, house-breaker or thief, or 

(b) is by habit a receiver of Htolen property knowing the samo to have been 

stolen, or 

(c) habitually protects or harbours thrives or aids in the concealment or disposal 

of stolen property, or 

(</) habitually commits mischief, extortion or cheating or counterfeiting com, 
currency notes or stamps, or attempts so to do, or 
(r) habitually commits, or attempts to commit, or abets the commission of, 
offences involving a breach of the peace, or 
(/) is so desperate and dangerous as to render his being at large without 
security hazardous to the community, 

such Magistrate inay, in manner hereinafter provided, require such person to show 
cause why he should not bo ordered to execute a bond, w ith sureties, for his good 
behaviour for such jceriod, not exceeding three years, as the Magistrate thinks fit 
to fix. 

What is the object of thin P Hen* is this provision of the law which 
provides a special way in which persons coming within this definition 
have got to be tried. They have got a right of being tried openly and 
judicially with the witnesses before them and of cross-examining them; 
then, if convicted or hound over, they might go and ajjpeal before tho 
Sessions Judge and then they might go and lodge an appeal before the 

26 
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High Court; thus the whole judicial procedure is there. Do you mean 1 
take that away from everybody who comes within this provision? Yc 
say that this is a dangerous Act but I think it is quite dangerous to intr< 
dune something which will absolutely “bike away the liberty of tl 
people to a large extent. A man who might be a habitual thief or a thi< 
under this section will say — “ try me under the Criminal Code, I wai 
to cross-examine the witnesses, I want to engage lawyers and will f< 
them projierly (it goes without saying) and then I will agree my caa 
If I am convicted or hound over, I can moye the learned Sessions Judfi 
and their Lordships of the High Court. Thus I can challenge the dec 
sion.” This provision is given for this purpose and you want to dra 
this man out from the provisions of this Act. Under the proposed Bi 
there is no trial. You object to it as Wing an extraordinary law an 
you say that it ought, not to be done. We must remember that it is a 
extraordinary measure for extraordinary jieople under extraordinai 
circumstances and the whole object is to avoid an open trial. Yc 
should never forget that. Surely, the movers of these amendment 
have forgotten the idea, the principle underlying this Art thi 
we cannot afford to have an open trial, and that should tk 

he lost sight of. For the second time, a reference 4 has l)ec 
made to the Calcutta Police Bar Association and that is 
reason 1 am hound to sav something. T had a talk with them. ] 
appears that these learned gientlemen have failed to take the corree 
view of this matter; they have overlooked the principle underlying tl 
Bill, the very idea for which this Bill is being made, and that is thn 
we cannot afford to have an open trial. It is impossible; it is dangei 
ous to the witnesses concerned. The man who comes Fo give evidenr 
is intimidated. As T know of a ease which T was called upon to tr\ 
a witness was shot down when the rase was at the investigation stage 
The man’s son came to give evidence after the father was killed.. H 
was a little young fellow who appeared before the tribunal about 23 da\ 
after the murder. This is what we do not want. We went an 

held an inspection at the time when the man was living and in th 
meantime the man was shot down; then the boy came with the robe 
according to the custom which we wear in our mourning and he we[ 
and gave his evidence and said that that was the reason why hi 
fathen was shot down. ' He was absolutely afraid, no doubt he woul 
be, and the police had to take him away from his village — T think i 
was Agarpara where this happened. T therefore say — please do no 
forget the real pur]x>rt of this Act and it is this that so far as th 
witnesses are concerned and so far as the trial is concerned, you canno 
have it in an ordinary way. What is the good of saying all this 
For ordinary badmasbes there is a procedure in the Criminal Code an 

you s^y that this ought to be the definition of the *extraordinar 

baamashes whom we want to deal with under the prooosed Bill. I d 
not understand if there is any sense in this. I quite feel that in th 
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Select Committee we failed <o define the word “ goonda M properly. 
But we have done our level best and we could not do more; but because 
we have failed to do it, that is no reason for introducing something 
which will absolutely take away the rights of other people \\ ho luoe 
been given a right under the law. I am doubtful whether you can take 
away the provisions of the superior legislature, viz., the (io\ eminent 
of India Act, by introducing these tilings here. I therefore think that 
there is no substance at all in these amendments, and they cannot l>e 
accepted. I admit, however, that there are difficulties in the way of 
our making the definition as scientific as it should be in a cnmnial 
law. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I am afraid 
my friends are so very anxious to have a definition — a logical defini- 
tion — of the term “ goondn ” that it appears to me to lie a waste of 
time. I do not think that the amendments 1 hat have been brought for- 
ward or the suggestions that have been made are in any way satisfac- 
tory; they are neither scientific nor logical. At the same time we 
know what a goondn is. Oftentimes it is better to describe a tiling 
by a synonym than to try to give a logical definition because that 
generally lands us into certain absurd positions, and I find that it is 
exactly the case with my friends. 

In trying to give an exact definition of the word “ goonda ” Ttai 
Harendranath ("haudhuri in his amendment says that a goonda means 
a” person who is by habit a robber, house-hmaker, etc., and transplants 
bodily section 110 of the f'riminal Procedure Oode without taking into 
consideration the fact that even there it is no definition. Hahn datindra 
Nath Basil in his amendment sa\s that a goonda includes one who is 
by habit a thief, etc., and he also introduces all that we find in section 
110. The difficulty has been pointed out by Balm Surendra Nath 
Mallik that here we are going to introduce a conflict of law. The 
Criminal Proctslure Act, which is an Act of the Government of India, 
says : — 

110. Whenever ft Presidency Magistrate, District Magistrate, or Subdivisions! 
Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first (’lass specially emjKiwered in this behalf by 
the Local Government receives information that any person within the local limits 
of his jurisdiction — 

(a) is by habit a robber, house-breaker or thief, or 

( b ) is by habit a receiver of stolen property knowing the same to have been 

stolen, or 

(c) habitually protects or harbours thieves or aids in the ooncealment or dis- 

posal of stolen property, or 

(d) habitually commits mischief, extortion or cheating or counterfeiting coin, 

currency notes or stamps, or attempts so to do, or 

If) habitually commits, or attempts to ooramit, or abets the commission of, 
offences involving a breach of the peace or 

'/) is so desperate and dangerous as fo render his being at large without 
security hazardous to the community, 
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8ueh Magistrate may, in manner hereinafter provided, require such person to show 
eaucs why he should not be ordered to execute a bond, with sureties, for his 
good behaviour for such period, not exceeding three years, as the Magistrate thinks 
fit te fix. 

Here the accused has the right to he tried in a particular manner 
and is called upon to give security for his conduct. Now, if it is found 
that a man in Calcutta who is by habit a man of that description, can 
he not claim to he tried under the Criminal Procedure Code and not by 
the special legislation passed by the Bengal Legislative Council? Here 
is a serious conflict of law which must he taken into consideration. I 
think that if a man is said to he habitually a robber, etc., it has got 
to be established by evidence. We know that there arc a large number 
of High Court rulings on this point. What is meant by the words 
“ bv habit or habitually a robber ”? If a man commits one single act 
of robbery he cannot he said to he a habitual roblier It is also to l*e 
decided how many robberies should have to he committed before a 
man is to lie regarded as a habitual robber. These are learned dis- 
quisitions which should not he introduced in the Bill. A on wanl for 
Calcutta a hit of special legislation to deal drastically with these ]>ests 
of society and you are going to introduce so manv conflicting laws that 
practically the Bill will fail to attain its object. That is why T am 
opposed to all these attempts at definition. 

There is no definition practically possible. Tt has been sought to 
define the goonda as a roblier, a house-breaker or lliief, receiver- of 
stolen property, etc. Obviously, be who harbours such a iktsmu is 
also a goonda, and a man, who is desperate and dangerous that he 
should not ho allowed to l>o at large without security, is also a goonda. 
Here the word “ security ” is introduced because section 110 is a 
security section, hilt here we do not want anything like that. What 
wo want is that these pests of humanity should he suppressed and 
Calcutta should he freed from theip by this piece of special legislation. 
Of course we expect that much good will come out of this Act allhough 
wo do not know how it will operate, for its operation is not in the 
hands of the legislature. The application of a law is a different thing 
altogether, hut this attempt at definition is simply futile and it will 
stand in the way of giving the Bill its proper value and worth Ro I 
am opposed to these amendments aiming at a definition of the word 
goonda. 

Babu NITYADHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to opjiose this amend- 
ment. If the amendment is accepted as has been pointed out by Babu 
Surendra Nath Matlik this will he repetition of the provisions of section 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has 
omitted one clause, viz., clause ( c ) of this section which says “habi- 
tually^ commits or attempts to commit or abets the commission of, 
offences involving a breach of the peace. When the word “ hurt ” is 
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added after “ habitually commits ” in clause (d) of his amendment, 
I submit that 75 per cent, of the voting men going to schools and 
colleges will become liable under this Act for habitually hurting or 
attempting to do so. A young man may give a slap or a fist to another 
and if he does so on a few occasions lie will l>e said to he habitually 
committing these offences and will thus be liable under this Act. So, 
if a resident of Calcutta or its neighliourhoocl cuts a tree or breaks a 
wall of bis neighbour ho will be liable under this section for habitually 
committing mischief. 1 do not understand what is meant by this. 
Rai Harendrannth Chuudluiri has inserted clause (c) which says “is 
so desptrate and dangerous as to render his being at large without 
security hazardous to the community.” I do not think that it i* ever 
intended by Rai llarendranath Chaudhuri t hat this Act is- to be used 
for taking security. 

Then we come to the definition suggested by Babu .latindra Nath 
Basil. He has stated — one who habitually protects or harbours jobbers 
or thieves and one who habitually commits extoitiou and these an* 
bailable offence-* under the precisions of sections ‘JlfiA and .‘H)l of the* 
('ode of Criminal Procedure. 1 think the clause which will make a 
goonda liable under this Act is clause* d, which mink — 

Any persou is a goonda who comnutK or abets the eoimuission or is about to 
commit or is assisting or abetting the commission of a lion-bailable offence against 
person and property. 


Therefore, a man must lx* first accused of a noil-bailable offence* against 
jx'Ihou and projierty bc»fore action under this Act can he* taken against 
him. But the amendments suggested by Babu .latindra Nath Basil 
and Rai llarendranath Chaudhuri include persons accused of committing 
even non-bailable offences. There is no doubt that these amendments 
have been suggested to protect innocent people from the* abuse* of power 
by the police, but if these amendments are accepted, in that case the 
Act will include persons whom it was not flic* intention of the 
Government to include. Consequently the* insertion of the* amendments 
will do more harm than gcxxl to the public. 


Mr. 8 . R. DAS: I rise to oppose the amendment. But before I do 
so, nmv I, with your permission, correct a statement made* by Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik upon the last occasion. I desire to point out, 
Sir, that I am here as a non-official member and not as the Advocate- 
General of Bengal. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg his pardon, but T 
thought that he was Advocate-General, duy and night, wherever he was. 

Mr. PRE8iqENT: He is Advocate-General, Bengal, everywhere 
except in the Council. 
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Mr. 8. R. DA8: I jet me first take up the amendment of Rai 
Haremlranath Chaudhuri. There are several objections to it. In the 
first place, as has been referred to by two previous speakers, his amend- 
ment has been taken from section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
If you have to define a goonda under (he definition of section 110, there 
is ho far as I can see, nothing to prevent an offender from applying 
to the High Court that he should be tried under section 110 and not 
under this Act; and since this Act does not amount to a repeal of 
section 110, he has a right to claim that he should be tried under 
section 110 and not by this special legislation. Section 110, to my mind, 
contemplates quite a different state of things from tho prosecution of 
goondas. 

It, has been sought to define a goonda uh a person who is habitually 
a thief: now a habitual thief is not necessarily a goonda. The goonda 
is rather a man who is connected with acts of violence. Put a habitual 
thief may be a most cowardly person. Then it is suggested thajt a 
goonda includes one? who habitually protects or harlwmrs robbers or 
thieves or aids in the concealment or disposal of stolen property. If 
a man does all these, it, does not necessarily mean that he is a goonda. 
lie may he a most resectable man and a harmless thief so far as 
upiKNirancos go. Again, the receiver of stolen proj>erty can baldly 
he culled a goonda, at least it does not follow that he is one. When 
you pass a special legislation like this you must keep that distinct from 
the case of (lersons who come under section IP) of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure (’ode. There is unothei objection to the word “ habitual.” 
Perhaps my friends do not understand the real significance of the word. 
Ijet me give an instance. While we were considering this very matter, 
one day a house in the 'Southern part of this tow n w T as surrounded by 
the |K>liev who arrested six oi eight goondas who wete living therewith 
the durwan. The\ were' all found to he in possession of revolvers. As 
a matter of fact they had’ arrived hwe the evening before from Bombay 
and on receipt of information the ]xdice had arrested them with revol- 
vers in their possession. It would have been impossible to prove that 
they were habitually goondas. You will often find men prowling about 
the streets attempting to stab people. You cannot trace any evidence 
of their habitually stabbing ]>e'ople. Nevertheless they are goondas 
all the* saint. That is why the definition of section 110 must be kept 
out in defining a goonda. Now, Sir, turning to the amendment of 
Balm I lulu Bhushan Dutta, may I iM>int out to him that his definition 
of goonda is almost as vague as that put in the Billy This definition 
is almost as vague as that in the Bill, because the definition sajs that 
a goonda is a person of desperate and dangerous character whose being 
at large' is hazardous to the community. “ Desperate and dangerous 
character M that is a comparative term; a man may not he a desperate 
or a dangerous character in my opinion, but he may b: one in the 
opinion of Mr, Dutta; again, lie may not lie a desperate or dangerous 
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character, but may cause such a breach of the peace as to alarm the 
inhabitants or section of inhabitants of Calcutta. I think the object 
with which Babu Intlu Bhushau Dutta has introduced this amendment 
is really carried out in the Bill itself, lie can so if you look at section [\ 
you will find that a man who is alleged to be a goonda, cannot merely by 
calling him a goonda. he brought under this Act. It does not depend 
on the definition of goonda at all. He has got to be a goonda, then 
be has got to be a person who is committing or has committed or is 
about to commit a non-bailable offence against i»cr*ou or property or 
an offence of criminal intimidation or an offemv involving a breach 
of the pence. That is not enough. Even if he is about to commit a 
non-bailable offence, that is not sufficient to bring him under this Act; 
you have got to show that he is a desjierate and dangerous diameter, 
or abount to cause an alarm to a section of the people o! the h culity. It 
is only when he comes under these circumstances, that he can come 
under this Act, and T think if mv friend will consider it, he will agree 
that if a man can he shown to he guilty of all this, !u» is just as had 
a character as a man who is a dangeious amt desperate diameter. It 
is extremely dangerous to define the term goonda; it is extremely diffi- 
cult to get a satisfactory definition and all definitions must bo more 
or less vague. If you keep this definition, you re merely giving to this 
Bill a meaning which it is not intended to convey. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: This matter is one 
of some difficulty. The amendments proposed by Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta or llai Jlarendranath Chaudhuri or Babu .latindra Nath Basil 
cannot he admitted for the reason that they cover the grounds of section 
i 10 of tlie Criminal Procedure Code and Babu Suremlia Nath Mall ik was 
right when he said “ if you define a goonda as in these amendments, 
you take away a valuable right from the subjects— the right of ap]>eul 
for revision to the High Court and the like.” That being so, the |kt- 
son against whom the provisions of this Art would be sought to lie 
applied, should lie a jierson whose criminality should lie greater than 
the criminality of persons coming under section 110 of the Criminal 
Procedure (Vie. I suppose that is as clear as it can he. That fieing 
so, let us see whether the definition, as given in the Bill, is sufficient. 
The Bill says a “ goonda includes a hooligan or other rough.” Now 
& hooligan means a member of a gang or body of persons addicted to 
crimes of violence. This I can admit; but when we go to the next 
“ or other rough,” that ifs inadmissible. A rough means in the 
dictionary a rude, rowdy fellow, that is, a jierson who cannot come 
under this definition. He is a person who is not as criminal as one 
against whom the provisions of section 110 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code can be applied. Therefore, it should be clearly understood that 
the provisions of this Act should apply only to persons whose crimi- 
nality of conduct is greater than persons who come under section 110 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I am very pleased 
to support this amendment and tor \ery grave reasons, because during 
my experience of labour unrest and strikes, I know that people who take 
a leading part in strikes are generally known as strike-leaders and bad- 
mashes who should be got rid of. I will give you an instance, Not long 
ago during the strike in the dock area of stevedores 1 coolies, one man 
living in Matiabruz was considered to he a regular badmash. The jxdice 
were after his blood, and the police approached the magistrate to find 
out wind tier the man could t>e clinUancd . They thought that section 110 
of the (Criminal Procedure (-ode would be suitable for tin* purpose, but 
Ihe magistrate did not agree. Now this Act is being hi ought in, what 
will be the fate of this man? Under this Act you are not defining a 
goonda, and T do not know whether in any criminal Act in any pari of 
the world jx*rsons considered to be offenders are not defined. 1 have the 
assurance of the Advocate-General or any other legal luminarv that it 
cannot he done. Well, 1 am not sun* about that, hut 1 think thy legal 
brains have not been sufficiently exercised in finding out a suitable defini- 
tion. Strike leaders an* always consideied to be intimidators. but no 
strike can Ik* a success without intimidation, without picketing, and soon. 
Now, what will he the fate of these men; section 110 ot the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code is not suitable; be is not bv habit a robber, house-breaker or 
thief, he is not a habitual offender, but he intimidate, and, according 
to the police, intimidation will come under the Gonndas Act, for he is 
causing an uproar and upsets f ho whole of tho industrial ]>opulation of 
the locality. So what 1 want to know is, not that I want to oppose 
the only definition that is in the Act, but I want an assurance from the 
TTon’ble the Member in charge that strike-leaders or those ]>eople wdio 
are connected with industrial unrest, wull not be dealt under the Goondas 
Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The very lucid explanation 
that we have had from Mr. Das on this amendment and the clauses of the 
Bill b *ave me very little to say. Mr. Das has pointed out that the 
amendments which are taken from the Criminal Procedure ('ode are 
practically impossible. I may note in passing that there is one omis- 
sion from this wholesale borrowing from the Criminal Procedure ("ode; 
the provision that lnihit may be proved bv repute lias been omitted, 
and it Is not at all clear how the habit is to be proved. I think it is 
unnoecssan for me to labour the point further with regard to the amend- 
ments of Uai Tlarendranath Chaudhuri and Balm Jatimlra Nath Basu. 

As regards the amendment of Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, Mr. Das has 
also shown that the intention is reallv effected under the provisions of 
the Bill. There is a further small point ; if a man is so. desperate and 
dangerous that his being at large is a danger to the community, have 
we any Wight to turn him Wse outside the province? The fact is that 
nothing hinges on the definition of the won! goonda ; if we had been 
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able to find a definition, we would have been glad to do so. We all 
know what, a goonda is though probably no two people will altogether 
agree as to the precise definition; but we all know what he is, and the 
two Judges will also know what he is. But the real definition of the 
man who is to be dealt with under this Act conies under section 3, and 
the Select Committee have endeavoured to frame section 3 so that it 
may not include any man who we know is not a goouda. 

The amendment standing in the name of Balm lndu Bhutan Dutla 
was then put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of Rai Hnrendrnnath Chaud- 
liuri was then put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of Balm latindra Noth Basil 
was then put and lost. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I move that clause *{•!) he omitted. 

[At this stage the Ilon’ble the President left the Council and the 
Dopuf \-Piesidenl took tin* ( ’hair. ] 

Members will see that ihe expression of “ neighbourhood of ( , ulcutta M 
has been defined in this paihcular clause. I desire to bring to tin* 
notice of the members of this Council that in the Bill which was first 
introduced Indore this Council, the words used weio “ town and sub- 
urbs,*’ or in othoi wolds, the scope of the Bill was limited to the town 
and suburbs of Calcutta. Kor some reason or other, the scope of the 
Bill has now been extended to ihe neighbourhood of Calcutta, which 
roughly comprises the three adjoining districts of the iM-Parganas, 
Howrah, and llooglily. I was not present here when the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge intioduced the Bill, but I have very carefully read the 
speech deliveied by him on that occasion. He insisted, and I think 
rightly insisted, that goondaism was a crime jsculiar to Calcutta and 
that legislation for its eradication was necessary. 1 have also read his 
s]HH*ch very carefully when he moved for leave to refer the Bill to a 
Select Committee. On that occasion also he insisted that goondaism 
was peculiar to Calcutta and that this legislation was necessary to eia- 
dicate the evil from Calcutta.. Then, again, the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, which is in the hands of every member of this (’ouncil, 
shows that goondaism is an evil peculiar to Calcutta. No reference 
at all is made in the Statement of Objects and Reasons to the advis- 
ability of extending the scope of the Bill to the neighlnmnng area. 
Opinions were sought from fourteen representative bodies in Calcutta 
with reference to the provisions of the Bill. 1 have gone very carefully 
through all these opinions, and so far as I have been able to gather, 
there is not a single representative laxly which advocates the extension 
of the Bill to the surrounding areas. Even the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce which approved of this Bill did not advocate its extension to 
the summnding areas. In them 1 circumstances, may I ask why a change 
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has been made, and the scope of the Bill been extended to the three dis- 
tricts adjoining Calcutta? I wish to point out to the members of this 
Council that there is considerable danger in extending the operation 
of the Bill to these areas, especially when we have not heard that 
goondaism as an evil does exist outside Calcutta to such an extent as to 
demand legislative interference. I do not know whether the opinions 
of the representative bodies of these localities were sought; 1 do not 
know even if the opinions of the District Magistiates of IIow r rah, the 
24-Parganas, and H.ooghly were taken; and I do not know whether the 
opinions of the members who represent these areas in this Council were 
taken, before this alteration was made. Now, in these circumstances, 
when there is no demand for such an extension, why is it sought, to 
enlarge the operation of the Bill? I know that goondaism exists to a 
very great extent in Barabazar. Is it suggested that the goondos, 
when driven out of Calcutta will take shelter in Howrah or Ilooghly? 
That cannot be, localise by this Act you are em}x>wered to send them 
out of the province or out of the Presidency area as mentioned in the 
Bill; so it is impossible for them to take shelter in Howrah or any other 
industrial area. I would point out that there would lx k considerable 
hardship in extending this Bill to the neighbouring area. I think I 
may take it that this Bill is not meant to operate against strikers. I 
am not a labour member and 1 cannot say that T have much sympathy 
with labour movements. But I think it has l>een decided by courts of 
law in England that strikers are j>erfeetly legitimate and legal methods 
for the purpose of redressing the grievances of the communities con- 
cerned. Now, strikes are of two kinds. Certain strikes are engineered 
by men other than those who are aggrieved, and there are strikes which 
are genuine labour strike^. There is a great danger of this Bill being 
made to operate against genuine strikers. As the Bill stands, I do not 
see there is any safeguard against its being applied against strikers. 
If there is a strike in a mill in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, natur- 
ally the manager of the mill will approach the District Magistrate for 
action under this Act. Therefore, it is extremely undesirable that this 
Bill should be extended to the surrounding areas. 

Then, again, this Bill strikes at the root of the elementary principle 
of law that a person is entitled to have a fair trial before being punished. 
We must see that these enormous powers which are conferred upon the 
police are not abused. In Calcutta there exists a very powerful public 
opinion which, we hope, will act as a check against the abuse of these 
powers by the Calcutta police, hut is there such a public opinion in the 
areas where the Bill is sought to be extended? There is none. There 
tbe police is the malik, and consequently there is a great chance of these 
suormous powers being abused, and I think they will be abused, unless 
some sat guards are added for the protection of the people living in 
these areas. * 
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Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 rise to oppose this motion. 

I do not know what has induced my friend to bring- this amendment 
before this Council. I am a memlier from the town of Howrah, and I, 
as a representative of Howrah in this Council, want to extend this Bill 
to Howrah. My friend’s contention is that this extension will not be 
necessary, because these men will he asked to return to their homes, 
but these j>eople, 1 mean the g-oondas, are as much intelligent as any 
other people in the world, if not more. Just now, we have heard from 
the ITon’hle Mr. Stephenson, that they have already been inquiring- as 
to what will }>e their fate after the Act is passed. It is pretty certain 
that before any action can Ik* taken, they will go to Howrah, and you 
may well imagine the difficulties the ]>eople of How i ah will be put to. 
Therefore, it is highly desirable that the Bill should be -extended to 
Howrah. Theie cannot he any doubt that before any 'action is taken 
against t lie* goondas after the passing of this Act, they will leave Cal- 
cutta and will go to Howrah and their activities there without tlio least 
chance of detection. I trust my friend does not want us to he oppressed 
by the goondas, whilst the Calcutta people would be saved from these* 
evils. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : 1 rise to oppose this 
amendment. 3 am one of those |H*rsons who suggested to the llon’hlo 
the Member in cluiige that if the Government 1 m* determined to pass the 
Bill and if this Bill is at all passed including the suburbs, then the adja- 
cent areas should also be included in the local extent of the Bill. I hap|*en 
to live quite close to Calcutta, although not in that area which technically 
comes under the term “ suburbs/ 1 The Member m charge* while in- 
troducing the Bill said that goondaism when it is tackled seriously n 
the heart of the city develops in the outlying areas. If that 1 m? the 
experience, 1 feel there is some necessity of including these areas in 
the Bill. It will Ik* a futile attempt indeed to get ml of the evil if 
th goondas are simply driven out of the town and allowed to inhabit 
the adjacent aieas within easy reach of Calcutta and it will Is* a had 
jxdicy also to try to secure the safety of the city at the excuse of the 
surrounding areas. We all know that goondaism prevails as much 
in the suburbs of Calcutta as in the mill areas and I do not know- what 
there is to distinguish the suburbs from the adjacent areas, which art? 
included in the definition of the “ neighbourh<M>d of Calcutta/* 

With these words, 1 oppose the amendment of Mr. A joy Thunder 
Dutt. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The grounds for 
supporting the amendment have already been covered by Mr. ]>utt, but 
I would like to reply to my friend, JJabu Nitva Dhon Mukheijee of 
Howrah, became he is very much alarmed that Howrah will lie a dumping 
ground for the goondas. Pray, may I ask him if Howrah is such m 
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a rich place, such a very suitable place for looting that the goondas 
will select it after being ex jelled from Calcutta? We all know that 
ITowfah is a very poor]>lace, inhabited mainly by coolies and poor people 
employed in the mill areas, who do not even pay an income tax. One 
thing my friend has forgotten and that is that Howrah has got a lot of 
mills. What he really wants is to have some sort of weapon to use 
against the j>eople who agitate in those areas. If that is so, certainly 
he ought to ha\e sj>okon out, and stated this fact. Looking at this 
clause every police-station in Mill area has been covered by this section. 
All these stations mentioned in 2(7) (a) cover a good many mills and 
what 1 want is an assurance from the Hon’ble the Member in charge that 
the people of this area who an* interested in strikes, and include leaders 
of strikes, may not lie brought under this Hill which may he utilized to 
punish or coerce or terrorize or depiive them of their lilaudy. Looking 
at this clause 2(7) (//) 1 find that within this clause are included police- 

stations which cover mill areas, Baranagore is a mill area. ISawapara 
is another — Titagarh, Khardah, Budge-Budge are all mill areas. Sir, 

1 want an assurance from the Hon'lde the Member in charge of tin* Hill 
that this Act will not Is* used in these mill areas to break strikes and to 
deprive strike-leaders of their liberty. # Tt lias lx*en recognized that 
without strikes, labourers cannot improve their position and so nothing 
should be done under this Act to interfere with strikes and strike- 
leaders. 1 apprehend from the definition of goondas m the Hill that 
this Act will he used in mill areas to break strikes, but, Sir, 1 may remind 
the Ilon’ble the Member that goondas are only found in places where 
there is a much hoarded wealth. Is there any excess of wealth in mill 
areas? The ]H>or labourers live there, draw their wages and the only 
rich men who live there afe the labour contractors who make money out 
of these poor labourers. Surely, the members of the Select Committee 
ought to have lest rioted the operation of the Act to Calcutta onl\ . I, 
therefore, support this amendment. » 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 am really surprised to hear 
the reasons offered in supi>ort of Mr. Dutt’s amendment by my friend, 
the Labour member. My friend, Mr. Ajoy ('bunder I)utt, moved his 
amendment for (piite another purpose and my friend, the Labour member, 
has supported it thinking that this clause could lie applied against 
labour strikes. 1 would point out that if Calcutta is to lx* freed from 
goondaism, is he not anxious that all these places where the poor labourers 
live should also be freed from goondaism? It is the poor people who 
are more oppressed by the goondas. 

Another thing 1 cannot understand, coming as it does from my 
learned friend, Mr. Ajoy ('bunder Dutta. I am almost bewildered when 
he says \h\i goondas will be driven out of the province and so the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta will not be affected. But does he forget 
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that there is a possibility of goondas sheltering themselves in the out- 
skirts of the city l>efore the police cau take action under this Act; and 
it will be no wonder if one evening the people of Calcutta are affected 
by the goondas from Howrah. In these days of swift motor-cars it 
takes only three or four minutes to cross the bridge, come to Calcutta, 
finish their depredations and then go back to Howrah. Therefore, to 
ensure the safety of the city we must also ensure the safety of the aub- 
urbs; and it is a very desirable measure to include tin* neighbourhood 
of Calcutta within the operations of this Act. The Select Committee 
has taken a very wise course in the matter and we fully endorse their 
action. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sorry to find that mV 
fiieiid, Mr. A joy Ch under Dutt, is labouring under a jnisappiehension 
when ho thinks that the goondas are a solid masonry mass of hrick and 
stone located somewhere in Banibazar. That seems to be his idea. But 
I can assure him that goondas can ino\e about and the whole idea is 
to confine them within a cordon, as it were., in order to make it extremely 
difficult for these people to conn* into Calcutta for ihe purpose of making 
depredations. We thought in the Select Committee that Calcutta should 
he taken as the centre with a radius of 10, It* or lb miles in the neigh- 
bourhood. But then we thought that, owing to the present situation 
of Calcutta we should include within the radius of that part of the ‘J4- 
Parganas which was within the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta 
so that goondas might he kept out of those places in order that Calcutta 
might ho safe from their depredations. 

The question raised by the Labour member is quite beside the point 
and you will find that the thanas or jxdice-stal ions mentioned in the 
sub-clause are not all located in mill areas; for in dance, Tollygungo 
is not a mill area. Behala is not a mil] area, Mutiabruz is not a mill 
area, Bally is not a mill area. [A voice: But Lilloonh?| 1 
am talking of Bally only which is not a mill area. Lilloonh is quite 
a different place, and if my friend does not know the diffeicnce lietween 
Bally and Lillooah, I am sorry for him. 

We have chosen this area for inclusion in order to make Calcutta 
safe from the depredations of goondas. I am surprised to hear that 
people in the neighbourhood of Calcutta are so poor that t Ik* goondas will 
not find it profitable to live there. Anybody who knows Howrah knows 
that there are rich people living there and that crimes against jxworia 
and property by goondas also take place there very frequently. These 
facts are known to us all. Therefore, I do not see that Iheie is any 
point in the labour member’s contention not to include these areas. 
We are trying to make Calcutta and its neighbourhood safe and we 
thought that this was the best way we could do it. It is no use taking 
an isolated pi*ce out of the Bill and ask us to throw it out. That will 
not do. Look at the Bill as one whole. Look at the purpose for which. 
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this Bill has been brought into existence. Look at Calcutta and its 
immediate neighbourhood and you cannot but see that this is the best 
solution of the problem. Therefore, if you want to allay the anxiety of 
the people of Calcutta and its neighbourhood and if you want them to 
be anfe from gooudas, I would ask you to give effect to this Bill as a 
whole. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the Chamber 
and took the Chair.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: It is quite true that when 
the Bill was introduced it was confined to Calcutta and its suburbs. 
But I think it is not true that no indication was given of the reasons 
why it was extended. The Select Committee’s report gives an account. 
I gave an account myself in introducing the Select Committee’s report 
and I think the debate in the Council on the last occasion gave the 
reasons ]>erfectly and clearly. I do not think that I misinterpreted 
file wishes of the House on that occasion. Certainly they seemed to 
me to express perfectly clearly a wish that this Bill should not be 
allowed to inflict an intolerable hardship on the people of Howrah and 
the neighbouring areas. It is not merely a question of rich |>eople 
being oppressed by gooudas, the small shop-keepers in Howrah have 
as much right to be protected as those in Calcutta. Mr. M all ik has 
explained clearly the intention of the Select Committee in extending 
the seojH* of the Bill. The only argument that has been put forward 
in favour of this amendment is the shadowy one that the piovision is 
aimed at strikers. As regards that, il lias been made perfectly clear 
from the beginning what this Bill is aiming at. The Select Committee 
has put into it as many safeguards as they ]x>ssibly could. If after 
this any hon’ble member is so distrustful of Government that they 
wish to hedge it round still more. I can only say what one member lias 
already said this morning — it is beUer not to pass this Bill at all. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : I move that in 
clause 2(4) (n), after the word “ Nawapara ” the word “ Barrack- 

pore ” be inserted, and after the word “ Matiabruz ” the word “ Mahesh- 
tolla ” bo inserted. 

The thanas mentioned in this clause of the Bill were taken from a list 
given to the Select Committee by the Deputy Inspector^ Jeneral of 
Crime as being the areas which would carry out the Select Committee’s 
wish. After the Select Committee’s report was published, the Collec- 
tor of the 24-Par gan as brought it to our notice that these two pniti- 
cular areas have been omitted. It is not an extension of the enclave 
hut l hefee two areas are in the middle of this enclave and the omission 
of these two areas would mean that they would become ihe residence of 
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goondas from all round. The amendment that 1 am moving is not abso- 
lutely necessary because the clause, a;s it stands, gi/ves ^Government 
power to extend the Act to them by notification, but inasmuch as it 
would certainly be projwsed fo extend it to these areas at once, I 
thought it was only right to include them in the original Bill and place 
the proposal before the Council. 1 therefore move this amendment- 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2, as amended stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause .3 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU : 1 move that — 

“ (f) in line 2 of clause (3) (7), after the word ‘ Police ' the following 
be inserted, namely:— 

‘ on an inquiry held by himself or by a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police ’ ; 

(it) the brackets and figure (0 in line 11 of clause .3(7) be omitted; 

(iii) for the word ‘or’ at the end of clause 3(7) ( 7 ), the word 
‘ and ’ be substituted ; 

(it) clause 3(7) (11) and clause 3(7) (m) be re-numWcd as 3(7) (?') 
and 3(7) (it) reflectively.” 

My first amendment is only to lav down statutory rules for the 
guidance of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, otherwise it may 
happen that the Commissioner may delegate his function to some head 
constable or to some inspector or other ]>olice officer. 

Mr, 8. R. Das: On a point of order, Sir, the amendment moved by 
my hon’ble friend is quite different from that printed in the List of 
Business. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is a misprint and the Secretary has circulated 
a corrigendum. 

B«bu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Jf no such rule is laid down under 
the Act, the inquiry may be entrusted to a subordinate officer of the 
Police and the Commissioner may take action on the basis of such 
inquiry. Having regard to the nature of the Bill, I want to provide 
against this by having the inquiry made either by the Commissioner 
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himself or by a Deputy Commissioner. That is to say 1 want that the 
inquiry should be made by a res|K>nsible officer of the police. That is 
my fij*st amendment. 

The second part of mv amendment relates to offences which can be 
dealt with under the existing law and there is no reason why there 
should be any overlapping. The offences of criminal intimidation and 
breach of the |>eace are the two main offences against which this Act 
is intended to provide and not against offences against person oi pro- 
perty which can be dealt with under the ordinary law. Hence my 
amendment. 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: 1 oppose tli is amendment. 1 do think that mv 
hon’ble friend has not really understood this clause. As a matter of 
fact t ho words “ against jier.son or projwrtv ” were not originally in 
the Bill. They were introduced in the Select Committee with the 
Nj>ccific object of excluding morel > political convicts, that is, , tho.se 
persons who were merely guilty of political offences unaccompanied by 
violence of some kind or other and if this is withdrawn you take away 
the only real safeguard we have in this Bill regarding ]>olitical offences. 
My hon'ble friend apprehends that if wo have this clause retained, it 
would overlap the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. 1 do not 
think there need be any apprehension of that kind, heeause a jieiMni who is 
guilty merely of a lion-bailable offence against ]x‘i\son and pioneitv 
cannot under any circumstances be brought under this Act. Ho will 
be proceeded against under the Criminal Procedure Code. It is only 
when he commits an offence against person and property and is also 
a person who is dangerous or likely to cause danger to the 
inhabitants of a locality and at the same time who is, what 

is generally termed, a goonda, that lie comes under this Act, 

and if In* does come under this Act, he cannot be prosecuted under the 
Criminal Proeeduie Code merely because be lias committed a non-bail- 
alde offence under the Criminal Procedure Code. 1 think after what 

I have said, my hon’ble friend will see his way to withdraw his amend- 

ment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I was under the impression 
that the first part of the’ amendment was moved because the mover 
wanted to have a more clear definition of “ goonda.” If his pro- 
posed definition had been accepted then of course this amendment would 
have l>een necessary. But I do not quite undersTand why this amend- 
ment should be moved when bis previous amendment had not been 
accepted. It has no meaning at all without the previous amendment. 
This, as I have already said, is the most important point in the whole 
enactment. It is a safeguard in regard to offences against person and 
property and if vou take away this safeguard what is the ^ood of having! 
this lawV 
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As regards the second part of the amendment, I would submit that 
under the proposed amendment a ] verson must not only commit an offence 
of criminal intimidation hut must also commit an offence involving 
a breach of the peace before he can be proceeded against under this 
law. But that is not the object of the Bill, which will have no meaning 
if this amendment is accepted. I therefore opj>ose the amendment. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: It strikes me 
that my hon’ble friend has made a mess of the whole thing by suggest- 
ing the deletion of non-hailable offences as being triable under the 
Criminal Procedure Code. But at the same time he wants to retain 
offences of criminal intimidation and of breaches of the j»eoce. Aie 
not these also triable under the ordinary law? For that reason, I 
do not see why sub-clause (i) should be deleted. Mr. Das has also 
shown good reasons why this clause should Ik* retained. It is a safe* 
guard against misapplication of the Act against political offenders. 
For these reasons, I would request my hoirhle friend to withdraw his 
amendment. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : I 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Are you asking for leave to withdraw' your 
amendment ? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : I would like the first part to Ik* 
put and the second part withdrawn. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I would confine myself 
to the first part of the mover’s amendment wdiich requires that the 
inquin should be held either by the Commissioner himself or hv the 
Deputy Commissioner. T think this involves some misapprehension as 
to what actually will take place. Does the ineml>er wish the Commissioner 
of Police himself to go down into Burrabazar to make inquiry? That 
would obviously Ik* wasting the valuable time of a highly paid public 
officer. What actually will take place is this. I have myself seen some 
of the records which — 1 will confide to the Council in strict secrecy — 
have already been prepared. The first record I took up consisted of 
the records of 15 previous convictions in the course of the last nine 
years. It consisted also of records of thuna diaries and statements of 
complainants and various specific cases. The second record I took up 
was of a large number of convictions in 20 years with the same refer- 
ences to complaints made at the thanas, references to the thana diaries 
and reference to actual inquiry' into cases. That is the kind of record 
which is to be examined. It is not a case of going round in the 
ordinary way and asking the neigh hours what they think about a man. 
That kind of thing is impossible in Calcutta. What we have to rely 
upon is positive, definite convictions for criminal offences and that is 
the sort of inquiry which will be held, T be sort of inquiry which the 
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member contemplates will have no place in those records. Inquiries 
made whether by the Deputy Commissioner of Police or by a head con- 
stable will be very little use to the Judges if they only consist of 
inquiries on the spot, because jieople will not give any evidence if you 
go out making inquiries in this way. What we have got to rely on is 
the previous record of the man as shown in judgments, in recorded 
evidence and in recorded confessions. I think that this amendment is 
based on a misapprehension, and will, if carried, cause a certain amount 
of inconvenience. I would, therefore, ask the member to withdraw it. 

Babtl dATINORA NATH BA8U: After what has been stated by the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge, I see the difficulty that will happen if 
the amendment is carried. 1, therefore, beg leave to withdraw' it. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYS I move that in clause 3 (J) (a), 
line 2, after the word “ goondas ” the following he inserted, namely: — 
“ or harbours any such |>erson or persons.” 

It, needs no speech to explain why I want to include the jK-ople who 
harbour goondas. It is a known fact that there are such ]>eoplc in 
Calcutta and they are rich men and it is they who try to shelter the goon- 
dus from the clutches of the law, and, consequently, they are more dan- 
gerous to society than the goondas themselves. It is generally 
believed that if these people who harbour goondas are removed, 
goondaism w'ould lie checked. It is these i>eople who have baffled the 
provisions of the present law's, against the goondas in various ways. 
So I think. Sir, that for obvious reasons the activities of these people 
should first be checked, if we are really anxious to stamp out goonda- 
ism or curb it to any extent. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQl I am afraid that if Ttaja Maniloll Singh 
ltoy’s amendment is accepted it wquld mean that we push timidity to 
the extreme. To my mind it might happen that persons who give 
shelter to the goondas might do so quite unknowingly. If a goonda 
happens to go to a particular person and asks for food or shelter, it is 
quite likely that he will get them from that person, for the people of 
Bengal, like other people in India, are hospitable people. To make 
such a man liable to be hauled up before a court of law is a proposition 
which seems to lx* monstrous, and I do not think that such a provision 
should find a place in the Bill that is going to be passed. I therefore 
oppose the amendment. 

The Heffbfe Mr. H* L. 8TEPHENB0N: This proposal was con- 
sidwd by the Meet Committee. It is perfectly true, as the Raja 
Sahib says, that the men whom we want to get at are not merely the tool, 
hut hj men who lire on the crimes of those tools. Rut as the last 
sj oaker has' pointed out, we felt that bringing in harbourers in so many 
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words was perhaps a little dangerous, as the word " harbour" might 
have a wide meaning. We are also advised that the man whom we all 
wish to get at really for all practical purposes comes under the term 
" goonda " or a mem tier of a gang or body of goondas, and if he is 
committing or has committed or is about to commit or is assisting or 
abetting the commission of these offences, he can be treated under the 
Act, and 1 think that without giving the dangerous extension to which 
the last speaker objected, the Bill, as it stands, will enable us to deal 
with these classes of people whom the Raja Sahib has in mind. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I beg leave of the Council to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : It has been jaunted out 
to me that sub-clause (2) to clause 3 covers my amendment and that 
my object will be fully served bv sub-clause (2). , In that case I beg 
leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council* with- 
drawn : — 

That after the word “ Calcutta ” in clause 3(7)(r), the following 
he added, namely: — 

“ or the neighbourhood of Calcutta." 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitia Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

“ That to clause 3(7 )(iii), after the word ‘ peace 1 the words * or 
the disturbance of the public tranquillity,’ lie added.” 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: T move that in clause 3(7), 
line 17, after the word “ Calcutta " the following he inserted, namely: — 
“ or to any jwsoii or jwrsons within Calcutta and the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta as defined in the Act.” 

As a layman I am naturally anxious that by a clever interpretation 
or rather misinterpretation of this clause a goonda may not escajx* when 
a non-inhabitant of Calcutta is the victim. I think the language of 
this clause is not sufficiently clear, and definite to the point. It is 
notorious that it is the mufassal people who, while they are on a visit 
to Calcutta and are out sight-seeing or making purchases, Tall more 
easy victims to the goondas than the "inhabitants of the city who are 
quite familiar with the ways of the town. Then, the villagers may be 
molested in a quiet comer of the town without causing any alarm to 
the inhabitants or to any section at the inhabitants of Calcutta, and 
for such cases, I think, we should be prepared. As a representative of 
a mufassal constituency I considered it ray duty to try to see to the 
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safety of the mufassal people through this Bill, so I move the amend- 
ment and I hope it will be accepted. 

Rai Df« HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur. I do not know what the exact 
dictionary meanly of the word “ inhabitant ” is. If the word 
excludes the temporary sojourners in the city, then I have great sym- 
pathy for what the Raja Sahib has said, but I understand the word 
includes anybody who will be within the purview of the city for the 
time being and as such he must be considered an inhabitants of Calcutta. 
If 1 am wrong, 1 hope the Hon’ble the Member will correct me. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: We have every sympathy 
with the Raja Sahib’s anxiety to save visitors to Calcutta from the 
attacks to which they are particularly liable. We considered this 
matter in Select Committee and we came to the conclusion that the 
word “ inhabitants ” would cover a certain number of the people for 
whom the Raja Sahib has a care, but that it would not cover the })eople 
wdio came in during the day. But we felt that no one could jiossibly 
hold that attacks on jteople in the streets of Calcutta whether they were 
resi deifts of Burdwnn or Rajshahi or of Calcutta itself could fail to 
cause alarm to the other peopje of Calcutta. The essential fact is not 
where the victims come from, but what the effect of the outrage on the 
jieople will be, and I think it is quite clear that any outrage on a casual 
visitor to Calcutta will be covered by this section, because it will be 
a danger to, or cause, or be likely to cause, alarm to, the inhabitants 
of Calcutta. 1 therefore think that this amendment is not really 
necessary. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: I am quite satisfied: my point is 
gained, and I beg leaver to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy (’bunder 
Dutt was, in the absence of the mem tier, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That clause 3(2) be omitted.” 

Tije Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : I move that in clause 3(2), 
line 17, after the word “ inhabitants ” the words “ or to any section 
of the inhabitants ” be added. This is merely a drafting amendment 
which bring clause ( 2 ) into line with the phraseology of clause (7). 
The purport of my amendment is merely to bring the inhabitants out- 
side Calcutta on the same lines ns those inside Calcutta. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that at the end of 

clause 3 the following be added, namely: — 

M iVovided that, nothing: in this section shall apply to any political 
offence/ 1 
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There is an apprehension outside tkis House, or I may say even 
inside this House, that the provisions of the Bill may be applied to 
“ political offenders/’ My friend, Babu Indu Bkuskan Dutta, only an 
hour ago has given us his suspicion or his doubts as to whether the 
police will not take advantage of this Bill and apply it to political 
offenders. We know that this is unfounded and the Select Oommitte© 
have assured us that “ this is not the intention of the Bill.” That 
being the position, 1 find that there will be no harm if it be explicitly 
mentioned that the Bill shall not apply to any political offence. Hun- 
dreds of young men — non-co-operators — have been hauled up by the 
police on vaiious charges of criminal intimidation or an offence involv- 
ing a breach of the peace. A young man holding strong political views 
may appear to an overzealous police officer as a ” rough ’’ and if it be 
attributed that he has committed “ criminal intimidation ” by asking 
a slu>pkee]>er not to deal with helati clothes, the overzealous jKilice 
officer might go beyond what- is projier and might at times be tempted 
to take action under this Bill. So, jiersonally, I am disposed to think 
that Government will be well advised to put it clearly down that nothing 
in this Bill shall apply to jKilitical offenders. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I move that at the end of clause 3 
the following be added, namely : — 

“ Provided that this section shall not apply to any person who, 
having taken part in a political or labour movement, com- 
mits or is about to commit an act Hjiecified in this section 
in connection with, and in the course of, such a movement.” 

After what has been stated by Uui l)r. Haridhan Du it Bahadur it 
is not necessary for me to say very r much. 1 only desire to draw the 
attention of members to one particular fact. The political offender 
commits an offence not for his own personal benefit. The ordinary 
criminal commits au offence generally for his own aggrandisement. 
There is, therefore, not that moral obliquity attaching to political 
•fences which attaches to ordinary offences. Persons committing jxdi- 
tical offences can be dealt with under the ordinary law and the ordinary 
law is quite adequate. I am apprehensive that unless such a provision 
j 8 included, legitimate political movements may be scotched by the 
operation of this particular Bill. Then, one word. Sir, with reference 
to labour movements. As I said, there has arisen a new situation in 
India. There is at present a labour movement which did not exist, say 
about 20 years ago. Now strikes, which are the manifestation of this 
movement, may be of two kinds: strikes which are fomented by politi- 
cal agitators, and strikes which are genuine; in other words which ar* 
iptmrtiri to by a particular community for the purpose of having ill 
pjtvaacea xadbassed. Now, Sir, you are going to extend this Bill to 
Ha neighb ouring am of Calcutta. There are a large number of mills # 
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in this area and consequently there is a danger of the provisions of this 
Bill being utilized for the purpose of stifling genuine labour movements. 
For these reasons, Sir, I earnestly hope that the proviso in the words 
I li'ave suggested here will be accepted by the House. 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: There are many who appre- 
hend that the provisions of this Bill may, under certain circumstances, 
be utilized for political purposes, and our unfortunate experience in the 
past goes far to confirm this apprehension. We all know how some of 
the provisions of the ordinary criminal law of the land are some times 
used to punish people who are disliked by the powers that be on politi- 
cal grounds. It should be remembered also in this connection that this 
Bill is going to find a permanent place on our Statute Kook and we all 
know that very often when an Act becomes old, its original intention 
is forgotten and it is used for a purpose for which it was never intended. 
It is absolutely necessary, therefore, in order to prevent anv abuse of 
the Act to exclude specifically all {Hilitical offences from the Kill. 1 
therefore beg to support this amendment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to support whole-heartedly 
the amendment of Mr. A joy Thunder Duti. 1 withdrew a similar 
amendment early in the day, in order to he able to suppoit his amend- 
ment, which is more comprehensive than mine. During the last year, 
our exj>ehence about the utilization of the section about the api>ointment 
of special constables, section 144 and section 107 of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code has led us to think that when there is a joliticul trouble in 
the country, Government does not hesitute to apply for jolitical pur{H>ses, 
laws which were never intended to serve any political purpose. If this 
Kill is given a permanent place in the Statute Book, as it is the inten- 
tion of the Council to do, all the ‘discussion we are having, all the 
assurances that we are getting, will be forgotten in the practical applica- 
tion of the Act. In the Act itself, the mere sections will remain aud 
the discussions and assurances will be like a thing of the past. It is, 
therefore, sill the more necessary that a clause should he embodied in 
the A<jt, which will definitely prevent the Government from utilizing 
this Act for stifling political and labour movements. Therefore, I think 
it is imperatively necessary that this amendment should have a place in 
the Act. 

Babtft KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I only want to add a few 

words in support of the amendment proposed. I understand that Gov- 
ernment are also anxious that this Bill should not be used against the 
polDicttl offenders. The only difficulty is that it will be difficult to 
make a distinction. It may be said that i a the name of political work 
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many goondas may come, but section 3 is sufficiently wide to give a 
discretion to the Commissioner of Police and lie shall have to take 
special care to see that the provisions in the last part of clause 1 are 
pToperly given effect to. Under the circumstances I do not think that 
it will be difficult to make a distinction, and we must depend upon the 
Commissioner of Police for the exercise of proper discretion. In this 
view I think it would be better to say clearly that it is not the desire 
of Government that it should be used against political offenders and 
they should he protected. In this view without taking much time l 
support the amendment and I hope Government will aecede to our 
request and make a clear declaration that this Hill will not apply to 
political offenders. 

Rai NIB ARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: -I beg to support 
this amendment and my reasons are these. In the first, place, there is 
a widespread misapprehension inside the Council as well as outside it 
that there is just a chance of this Act being misapplied to political 
cases and it is desirable that that misapprehension should be removed. 

It no doubt redounds to the credit of the Select Committee that the Hill 
1ms been remodelled and recast very considerably in resjKmse to public 
opinion. At any rate, it is a new Hill altogether, and I think there is 
no difficulty in removing this misapprehension. It may be said that 
the Hill itself is sufficient for the purjKjse because the language of 
clause 3 precludes any political offender being apprehended under the 
provisions of this Bill because there it is pointed out that only “ Jierson 
or gang oi body about to commit or is assisting or abetting the eommis* 
sion of a non-bailahle offence against j>erson or property, etc., etc.,’* 
comes within the purview of the Bill. We know how Acts arc inter- 
preted elsewhere, in spite of the assurances of the Select Committee in 
the re]x>rt that “ we are advised that the various suggestions made in 
favour of exhaustive definitions are Imsed lurgely on an apprehension 
that the provisions of the Act may be applied to ‘ political offenders.’ 
This is not the intention of the Bill.” We all know from the opinions 
of learned Judges sitting on the Benrh that the repost* of the Select Com- 
mittees cannot be referred to in argument, nor are they any guiding 
principle in interpreting any section of the law, nor have the speeches 
o «f hon’ble members in Council any weight in this connection. In view 
of that fact, to he explicit, to be clear, to be on the safe side, it' is well 
both for the Judge and the Prosecutor that this proviso should be added 
and this public misapprehension should be removed. Secondly, the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Dutt is quite in order and is calculated to 
remove that misapprehension, and so I support this amendment. 

Mttfvi EKRAMUL HU«» I rise, to support these amendments. 
The Goondas fyl! provides for the safety of ourselves against the acta 
ei the goondas, but I arm afraid rib provision whatsoever ha* been made # 
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to provide for our safety against the subordinate official goon das, and 
so it is necessary that there should be some explicit provision in the 
Act which should provide against that contingency. It is true that the 
Hoh'ble the Member for Government will say that the Act is never meant 
to apply to persons about whom safeguards are being proposed by the 
movers of these amendments, but in addition to our placing full reli- 
ance on his words, let there be also something in the Statute itself 
which will clearly indicate that under no circumstances will Govern- 
ment officials ever move to lay their hands on persons who are not 
goondas but are connected with labour movements or are political 
offenders against whom substantive provision in the law of the country 
is enough. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : 1 beg to support tbe 
amendment of Mr. Dutt. It has been insinuated — why insinuated? — 
alleged by the Labour member as well as others in this Council, tha.t 
the Act has been framed in such a way that it can be used against jxditi- 
cal offenders and against those who organize labour strikes. If the 
object of the Government is just to exclude all those persons, as they 
profess it to be, then I do not see what difficulty there can be in accept- 
ing this amendment. It might be said — “ Well, if a political offender 
commits any offence against person, or property, why should he not be 
hauled up just like other people ”? Certainly he should be; but there 
are other laws which you can apply. You can very well deal with him 
under the ordinary criminal law and that will be the only appropriate 
course. As a political offender or a strike leader is not primarily and 
necessarily a goonda, why should you contemplate dealing with him 
under the Goondas Act ? As I do not find any answer to this, I support 
the amendment. 4 

Bftbu 8URENDRA NATH MAllIKs I am sorry I cannot support 
this amendment. (Hear, hear.) It has been said “ Hear, hear.” 
Attempts to make me shirk my duty will not do. I know these tricks 
very well, I am long enough in public life not to know them. As a matter 
of fact, these things were discussed in the Committee. My friends need 
not think that such a big question like this was not discussed at all. It 
is all very easy to say that political offenders or any person connected 
with labour movements, -etc., etc., should be excluded from the scope 
of the |Wl t but may I ask my friends — Is there any definition of politi- 
cal offender or political offenoe P 

£*i Or. HAR1DHAN DUTT IM Mhprs Is there any definition of 
gQOltd*? 

•ft* SURENDRA NATH M All IK: Well, it has been defined in 
this B21 — at least an attempt has been made io do this. My friend is a 
doctor.! He had better not try to meddle in these things. He should 
confine his ^activities to examining thb heart, liver, lungs, spleen, etc. 
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The fact is where do you draw a line between political offenders and 
ordinary goondas? Supposing a goonda joins a picketing party, has 
he got to be let go because he has joined a picketing ]>arty? Then, 
hgain, if you are going to do this, the result will 1 m? that the goondas 
will join either political parties of labour parties, la that good for the 
labour party or the political party? Just think over the matter. Do 
not get up and suggest this is so and so. and if anybody says anything 
against you he is supporting the Government. There is nothing in that. 
You want yohr political parties to consist of reputable men. 1 do it 
though I may not agree with them in their views. What you say now 
is that these goondas who, getting into the labour people's dan or the 
political people’s clan, go on committing depredations, should he given 
immunity because they have got their names registered in some samiti 
or union. That is the position. Consider that. It no good being 
influenced by arguments like that. Nobody is more anxious than my- 
self, nobody can pretend to be more anxious than myself, to 
see that no political offender or for the matter of that anybody 
who is merely a political offender should be included in this. It is per- 
fectly true, but then how are we to do it? Is it possible for you to do 
that ? Now to draw the line and where to draw the line? Hundreds and 
thousands of goondas in Burrabazar might join the picketing party of 
young students; so far as the latter ore concerned 1 can very w f ell 
personally overlook their faults but not that of the goondas who go 
there as politicians. As you know in Burra ba *ar there have l>een some 
undesirable ]>eople who joined the congress party and who have sub- 
sequently been found to be nothing but goondas. Those are not exactly 
the men for whom you can possibly have any sympathy. f I herefore, if 
it is possible for you to suggest any remedy I can say that you can exclude 
this class of i»eople. By all means do it, but so long as you cannot do 
it and so long as you cannot define or you cannot draw a line and say 
what is a political offence, and what is not, and where an offence which 
takes, as we call it, the nature of a political offence develop into a very 
dangerous nuisance, so long as we cannot do that I am sure that it would 
not be to our interest, to the interest of the townspeople, to the interest 
of the labour members or to the interest of the political bodies (whom 
we all respect though our views differ widely) that these goondas should 
be allowed to go and join their activities. Therefore, it is not proper 
that we should include them and I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: I oppose this amendment. I think that I am as 
anxious as even my young friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, to 
exclude 

Mr. HUSEYH SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order. I think it has been ruled by you that no member of the House 
can be addressed by any member, however senior and learned he may be, 
as a young friend. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no need to use the adjective, if an 
hon’ble member takes objection to it, though I should like it very much 
myself used against me. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: Being an old man myself, I thought it to be a 
compliment. However as he objects I will withdraw it. 

I am ns anxious as my friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy or 
any one else in this House, to avoid the operations of this Act against 
purely political offenders, but I am not prepared to exclude, from the 
operations of this Act, people who are really goondas but for the time 
being are employed for the purpose of political offences. I ask this 
House to consider seriously whether they are prepared to exclude from 
the ojierations of this Act a goonda merely because he happens to be for 
the time being engaged in a political movement. If they are, then I 
admit that some such provisions as the amendment is necessary, but I 
take it that what my friends really desire is that a person engaged purely 
in a political movement should not lie brought under the ojiernl ions of this 
Act. If I am right in that, I challenge anybody to pioduce any word- 
ing which can have that effect apart from what we have done in the 
Bill itself. 

Take the amendment of Mr. A joy Thunder Dutt. Sup]x).smg a well- 
known goonda of this town takes jxnt in a jxilitical or labour movement, 
commits or is about to commit an act s]>ecified in this section in connec- 
tion with and in the course of such movement, is he to be excluded from 
this Act, alt bough he is a goonda? 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Nobody has suggested 

that. 

Mr. 8. R. DA8: My triend says that no one has suggested that. It 
would just have this effect if you want to jmss the amendment. I want 
you to consider this. Do you want to exclude this law from having any 
ojieration against a goonda, provided he has taken part in a political or 
labour movement, who commits or is about to commit an offence under 
this section in collection with .that movement? The difficulty I have 
felt always with regard to amendments of this nature is to keep it con- 
fined to a pure political offender who is not a goonda, but I say that it 
is impossible to do that -except iij the manner in which we have done. 

I shall proceed to show you that presently. If you can produce words 
which will exclude from its operations a goonda and will only refer to 
a political offender who is not a goonda, I am willing to accept that 
amendment. I am jierfectly willing to accept that. The amendment 
does not do that : that is why 1 am opposing it. We know that on the 
lust occasion there were a number of Burrabazar goondas who were 
employed as volunteers to keep up the non-co-operation movement. 
Should ^hey he excluded from the operations of this Act .merely because 
they took part in a political movement. I know of many instances in 
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which they took advantage of their position as volunteers to go about 
and commit depredations. Should they be excluded because they took 
part in a political movement? Would they — 1 ask Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to consider for himself — not be excluded if the amendment 
is allowed and this section is not to apply “ to any person who having 
taken part in a political or labour movement commits or is about to 
commit an act specified in this section in connection with and in the 
course of that movement”? »Surelv they would he. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Uoomlaism can he pro- 
ceeded against. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Mr. 8. R. DA8: I am suggesting and suggesting seriously, that you 
cannot proceed against a goonda if that goonda is connected with a ]xdi- 
tical movement, if this amendment is carried. That is the reason why 1 
am opjKJsing this amendment. 

Now as against this, just consider the Act; that as framed practi- 
cally excludes all purely jKihtical offenders. It does not exclude a jwdi- 
tical offender who is also a goonda, but it does exclude a purely pdi- 
tical offender. 

Now look at section 3(7). I would ask* any member of this House 
to point out to me how a political offender who does not come within 
section 3 can jmssihly come within the operations of this Act, and if 
lie comes within section 3, he is undoubtedly a goonda, and undoubtedly 
ought to come within the operations of this Act, even if he hapjxms 
to be a purely political offender, it has to l>e proved, that he is a goonda. 
There is no definition of that except that we reh ii[H>n the general 
knowledge just as you do ujion the general knowledge as to the mean- 
ing of the words “ political offender”; but there is some idea con- 
veyed by the word “ goonda ” in connection with the fact that lie has 
got to commit or is about to commit a non-hailuble offence against person 
or proj>erty. I cannot imagine a purely political offender commit ing a 
noil-bailable offence against person or property. I can imagine that at 
a congress meeting or at any other political meeting the parties become 
so heated that they take up the chairs and hit each other, committing 
an assault, but then they do not thereby commit a non-bailable offence 
against person or projierty 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Even if one is 
seriously hurt? 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: Even if & person is killed while assaulting each 
other, that is not enough. He has got to do that so as to be a danger 
to or cause or to be likely to cause alarm to the inhabitants or to any 
section of the inhabitants of Calcutta. If you can trust one man to^ 
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judge whether a certain person is a political offender or not or whether 
the offence he hafl committed is a political offence or not, you can surely 
trust him to judge whether he comes within section 3 Qr not. It is no 
good trusting the Commissioner of Police or a Judge or the Local Govern- 
ment to see whether the offence committed by a person comes within 
section 3 or not and distrusting hrm as to whether he comes within the 
definition of the term “ political offender 99 or not. It is the same man 
that you are trusting. Iherefore, my submission to this House is 
this that the Bill as it has been framed safeguards a purely political 
offender so fur as it is possible to do so. No words can possibly 
absolutely safeguard any person of that description and even if you 
carry the amendment, because you distrust the Commissioner of 
Police or the Local Government, what is there to prevent the Commis- 
sioner of Police from deciding that a particular offence is not a ]>olitical 
offence? There is no apj>eul from it. What is there to prevent the 
Judge to whom it is referred from saying that it is not a political offence? 
You have got Jo trust him. Either trust him or do not trust him. If 
you can trust him to apply the Act, you can trust him to see that it is 
not applied ft) a purely politicul offender. 

Another ground lias been put forward and that is that in the years 
to come, people will forget for what reasons this Act was passed and it 
might later on bo applied to political offenders, although at the present 
moment Government has no intention of applying it against those i>eople. 
That is quite possible, but there again, unless you are satisfied that the 
Bill as drawn fairly safeguards a political offender, it is no question of 
waiting for years to forget this; us soon as the Act is passed it could be 
applied also against political offenders. It is a question either of your 
trusting the people whom you have to trust for the carrying out of 
this Act or not trusting them at all. 1 ask you seiiouslv to consider 
before you pass the amendment. If this amendment, as I have said 
more than once, safeguarded the political offender, without at the same 
time excluding from its operations a goonda who happens to be involved 
in a political movement, 1 would have no object iou to the amendment, 
but so far as I can see — we considered it seriously in the Select Oom- 
mittet — it does not exclude a goonda who happens to be also involved 
in a particular political movement, and that is why I am opposing thia 
amendment, not because I want to bring in the political offenders. 
That is not the idea of Government so far as we could make out in the 
Select Committee and I do not think that it is the idea of any member 
of this House that this extraordinary Bill should be applied to any poli- 
tical offenders at all. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEEO iUHRAWARDY: Let me voice a feel- 
ing which I hope is entertained by a minority, namely, that the Goondas 
Bill whfch has been introduced by the Government in this stage of oar 
political evolution is directed mainly against political offenders. The 
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agitation against the goondas and against their depredations has been 
going on for a very long time. Memorials after memorials have been 
submitted to Government from ages past. It is only now when politi- 
cal agitation has begun to occupy a more prominent place in the polities 
of this country that this Bill has been thought fit to be introduced by 
the Government of Bengal. I realize that the Government does not 
intend or has never intended that this Bill should apply to political 
offenders, but it is notorious that the memory and the faith of all Gov- 
ernments are short and a promise made by one Government this year is 
broken quickly by its successor. 1 ask the Hon’hle the Member whether 
it is within his knowledge or not that certain sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code have been utilized for the purpose of suppressing legiti- 
mate political agitation even though the men who were responsible for 
the ('ode never for a moment conceived that it might be utilized either 
by the executive or the judiciary for that purpose. I would request 
Mr. Surcndra Nath Mallik in particular, and the members of the Select 
Committee in general, not to be oppressed and obsessed bv their infalli- 
bility or their clarity of vision when they come forward and tell us that 
because this was discussed by the Select Committee, who ruled it out, 
therefore, the Council ought to accept their views. But in this parti- 
cular instance he should Ixnv to the wishes of the majority of the non- 
oflicin] members of this Council, because it is clear, I think, if you 
consider the resjM>nsihle members who ha£p spoken, that the majority 
of the Council leans in fa\our of this amendment. 1 ask Mr. Surcndra 
Nath Mallik to consider what is the value of his criticism that this |K>int 
has Wn thrown out by the Select Committee because a political offen- 
der is not anywhere defined. If lie could have defined a goonda, I 
think, with the desire to exclude a political offender from the oj**ra- 
tions of this Bill, he could have taken the same pains to define a J*>lita- 
cal offender with the meticulous care with which the term goonda has 
been defined. 1 ask him again to consider whether it is not extremely 
puerile to think that anylody would come forward with a suggestion 
that because he is a member of the congress party or has his name 
registered in some samiti or other he should be considered at any time 
to be a political offender. We do hope that a time will come when the 
intelligent |>ortioB of this country will take an increasing part in politics 
and that few people wull he found who are not members of some political 
party or another without being |K>litioal offenders. We are indeed 
willing to run the risk of having the fait uame of a political offender 
and labour striker besmirched by the association of a few goondas who 
may happen to creep in or may be employed for the purpose of these* 
strikes or for committing political offences rather than run the danger 
of having political offenders and legitimate strikers roped in as goondas. 

I am indeed glad to find that my hon’ble and learned and senior friend, 
Mr S. R. Da^ is willing, under certain, though somewhat remote, 
contingencies, to countenance an amendment to the Bill introduced by „ 
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Government; hut what 1 would like to tell him i.s this that the fear 
that this amendment will exclude goondas is groundless. He talks on 
the assumption that a person who is roped in is a goonda. If he is* a 
goonda, he can be dealt with by this Bill quite irrespective of the acts 
that he commits as a political offender. What the amendment points 
out is this, that you are not to declare him a goonda because he 
has committed certain acts in connection with strikes. If he is 
a goonda apart from these strikes, if he is a goonda apart from 
any part that he may have taken in political agitation, then as 
a goonda he can be brought under the provisions of this Bill. 
But because he has taken part in a measure which is contem- 
plated by this Bill, he cannot be made a goonda under the amendment. 
Mr. l)as must know very well that in England certain Acts which are 
criminal are declared not to he criminal when they are undertaken 
during the progress of a strike or for the furtherance of a strike. By 
the Acts of 100b — 13 some Acts have been exempted and there is not the 
least reason why we should not as well extend immunity to these ]>oliti- 
cftl offenders in the case of similar Acts who may, by a more or less 
unbalanced Government, l>e ro|)ed in for their own purjmses. I do not 
“mean to suggest that when I use that expression, Government, as a 
rule, is unbalanced, but what I do find is that in the stress of political 
agitation, it is a matter of the greatest regret that Government cannot 
see eye to eye either with the people at large or with the i epresen ta- 
tives of the people in this Gounod. If Mr. Das is unable to imagine 
a jN>litienl offender committing a non-hail able offence against person 
or property, that is not very surprising. As T pointed out, those men 
who were responsible for the drafting of the Criminal Procedure Code 
were also unable to imagine in those days that it could bo utilized for 
pur|x>ses of political oftVnce. I fear, I very much fear, that, if these 
amendments are not passed bv this Council, the time is not far distant 
when the provisions of this Bill will be utilized for the purpose of politi- 
cal offenders and non-bailable offences will be created for the purjxjse 
of those ]K>liticnl offenders in order that they may be brought within 
the clutches of this Bill. 1 therefore recommend these amendments 
most earnestly to this House and 1 hope that almost all the non-official 
members of this Council will take courage in both bands and vote for 
these amendments. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: The recent speaker, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
appears to me, by means of a considerable amount of verbiage, to have 
entirely clouded the issues. What the House has got to bear in mind 
in dealing with this proposed amendment and what it must keep con- 
stantly before it are these two main issues. Does the House belteve that 
the Government honestlv intends to apply this Bill for the purpose for 
which iljis framed, namely, for the suppression of goondaism in Calcutta, 
or does it believe that the Government intend, as soon as the Bill ia 
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passed to utilize it for quite another purjkiMe; namely, the suppression 
of political activities * That is the first issue. 

The second point which the House has got to hear in mind is this; 
Mr. Das 1ms pointed out that a certain number of goondas may immedi- 
ately fiock to the standard of the non-co-oix* raters and labour ijieople. 
Sir, not only may the\ do so in certain numbers, but I maintain that 
they most assuredly will do so in very great numbeis. Behind the 
magnificent cloak and impregnable safeguard of jHilitical and labour 
activities the goondas will be able, with impunity, to terrorize the district 
in which they live. I ask the House, Sir, not to let the issue he clouded 
by this attempt to levy against the Government wlmt we know in our 
heart of hearts to be an absolutely unjust accusation, but to keep these 
two issues clearly in front of it. 

Baku NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 rise to support this motion. 
I am extremely sorry that after so many years < to use the language of 
my friVnd, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik) serving his mother-country, 
he fails to find out t lie definition of a political offender. Since t ho year 
1905, the year of the partition of Bengal, up till now, you have seen 
in the judgments of courts in the jxi{)ers as well as in public meetings 
what is meant by a political offender and what is meant by a jmlitical 
offence. He says that this question was considered by the Select (Com- 
mittee and let us see what the ('ommittee say in their report — 

The definition of » “ gonnda ” hns been very carefully considered. We are 
advised that the various suggestions made in favour of an exhaustive definition 
ure based largely on an apprehension that tho provisions of the Act may lie 
applied to political offenders This is not the intention of the Hill and tin* pro 
cedure which we have suggested under which the papers of the case are to he 
examined by two experienced advising Judges seems to us the surest- safeguard 
against anv such misapplication. 

If that is so, let us use the expiession “ jMilitieal offender ” in the same 
sense in which the Select ('ommittee used it. In the report, the Select 
Com m i t tee say — 

The term goonda also iN well-known in popular parlance and admits of little 
misconception. 

We also say the same thing. The extension “ political offender ” is 
well known to even body and there cannot be any misconception about 
it. My friend says that if this amendment is accepted, in that case, 
the goondas will join the picketing party. Does my friend then intend 
to say that the pieketers will be prosecuted under this Act;' If the 
goondas can avoid the operations of this Act, simply by joining picket- 
ing parties, does my .friend intend to say that only pic keting will make 
a man liable to be prosecuted under this Act. We have just heard the 
Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson. We have been told by him that when goon- 
daa are prosecuted, no inquiry will be made but that their previous 
conduct and t£e judgments of cases passed against them previous to 
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the starting of an action under this Act will be taken into consideration. 
In the case of picketing, etc., no previous conviction or rather previous 
judgment will be available or made use of. Mr. S. R. Das, with his 
well known legal aptitude, has explained the circumstances under which 
political offenders cannot be included in this Bill. But with due defer- 
ence to him, I submit that notwithstanding the explanation he has 
given, Government may include political offenders if it intends to do 
so. I shall try to explain what I mean. Clause 3(a)(2) says 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have finished the first sub-clause, and I 
hope you will not read it. 

Babtl NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I am simply explaining how 
political offenders may l>e included under this clause. The clause 
says : — 

Such person or such Rang or body is committing or has committed or is about 
to commit or is assisting or abetting the commission of a nop-bailable 
offence against person or property, or the offence of criminal intimi- 
dation or an offence involving a breach of the peace, so as to be a 
danger to, or cause or likely to cause alarm to, the inhabitants, etc. 

Sir, please mark the word “ or.” Mr. S. 11. Das, while explaining the 
section, stated that a man must commit a non-bailahle offence against 
person or pro]x*rty before any action could be taken against him. That 
explanation would have been satisfactory if instead of the word “ or ” 
at the end of clause (/) of section 3(2), the word “ and ” had been 
put. I therefore think that the picketers can be hauled up under this 
section if the Government choose to do so. When there is picketing 
shopkeepers may say that it causes alarm and intimidation to them; 
and therefore, the jwople engaged in picketing are liable under this 
clause. The words art* very clear, viz., or the offence of criminal 
intimidation ... or cause or likely to cause alarm to the inhabit- 
ants. If it was really (he intention of the Select Committee to exclude 
the political offenders, I think the* best thing would be to accept this 
amendment. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When I heard the 
Hon’ hie Mr. II. L. Stephenson this morning I thought that these amend- 
ments should not he supported, but having heard the opponents of these 
ainendfnents, I think there are good reasons why Rai Dr. Haridlian 
Dutt’s amendment should be supported. As regards amendment moved 
by Mr. A joy Chunder Duit, who once called me extremist, this is simply 
inadmissible. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: May I rise to a point of orderP I 
understand that the Rai Bahadur has called me an extremist. 

Mr.* PRESIDENT: He has not called you an extremist, but he ia 
referring to you having called him po. 
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Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: Ho says that this 
section shall not apply to any }ierson who having taken jwri in a politi- 
cal or labour movement commits or is about to commit an act sjjecificd 
in this section. What is specified in the Act 'r Non-bailable offence 
against j>erson or prtqterty. l)tH»s he mean that a puson taking jmrt 
in a labour movement is at liberty to commit any noil-bailable offence 
against person or property!* Surely not. T’oi that simple reason 
amendment of Mr. A joy Thunder Dutt is utterly indefensible. 

As regards the amendment of Rni Dr. Handhan Dutt Bahadur it stands 
on a different footing. The llon’ble Mi. Stephenson has himself said 
that this Act will not apply to any political offence and reading the pio- 
vision of the Bill J see no ground for suspicion that ( to\ei nmont intend 
to bring the jH)litical offendeis into the meshes of the law through this 
Act. Such a suspicion should not l>e given expression to in this 
House. 

It has been stated by some members of the Select (Committee that 
they considered that {xditical offences may come within the provision 
of this Bill. I am not of that opinion, but when they hu\e said so it 
is clear that this proviso must be entered. 

It has been asked — What do we mean by }k>1i t ic-ul offence? Boll Il- 
eal offence is a jxditioal offence just as a goonda is a goonda. It i* said 
that goon das will be employed by the ]K>litiral offenders. Sir, gooiidas 
have been employed in all countries in the world in jxditical movements 
but they cannot lx* protected because they are so employed. They 
must come under the provisions of the law even though they are 
employed b\ political leaders. That will not take away the criminalih 
of their offence. Therefore, when the IIoiTble Mr. Stephenson himself 
has assured us that political offenders will not lie included within the 
purview* of this Bill we must accept the amendment that political offen- 
ders will be excluded, duit will not include goomlas and hooligans 
employed by political leaders in pursuance of their movement. It is 
quite clear that this amendment can do no harm, as the Hon’ bio Mr. 
Stephenson himself has said that he has no intention whatsoever of 
including political offenders in this Act. I might as well as say that 
he will do w r ell to avoid the ungrounded suspicion that has been 
expressed in this (\>uncil and elsewhere that this Act has been intended 
to put political offenders into trouble. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I do not 

like to give a silent vote w’ith regard to these amendments because I 
know that they will go to the poll, and I should like to say a few words 
with reference to them. I support the amendment of Rni l)r. Handhan 
Dutt Bahadur. What is the amendment? It is that “ nothing in 
this section shall apply to any political, offence.” It is only a safeguard 
and Government will lose nothing by putting in this safeguard. 

There is one thing which we must take notice of. Some of the 

28 
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non-co-operators were arrested, hauled up before the courts, and tried 
on charges of bad 'livelihood. Some of them are resjjectable people 
having properties and a large following. 1 shall give only one instance, 
namely, the case of Dal Bahadur Giri of Darjeeling. When I read in 
the ]>a{>ers that he was being hauled up in the court at Darjeeling 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Darjeeling is outside the scheduled districts, 
Mr. Deputy-President. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I know that. I was simply going to 
point out how at times the bud livelihood section of the Criminal Proce- 
dure ('ode is l>eii)g taken advantage of by Government and I cited only 
one example. Some other non-co-o]>orator.s were similarly treated, some- 
times the Government, go too far, and inasmuch as provisions of law are 
or may 1 m* abused, I think the amendment of Itai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur ought to l>e accepted. The Government will not lose any- 
thing by accepting it. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY : I am not a lawyer and so I cannot 
follow the intricacies and quibbles of the law and lawyers. Well known 
lawyers have said that it is difficult to describe what a {K>litical offence 
is. My friend here from the criminal bar of the other side of the 
IJooghly and others think that a definition is ]K>ssible. However, there 
is undoubtedly one j>oint on which we all agree, viz., that there is a 
good deal of apprehension in the minds of many members of the Council 
now, and the same apprehension was in the minds of many members of 
the Select Committee, that it was the intention of the Government to 
apply the Act to j>olitieal offenders, that is to say, to people who were 
engaged in constitutional agitation or in a purely political or labour 
movement. Our fears were removed and we felt satisfied by the assur- 
ance given by the ITon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill that it was not 
so. Mr. II use.wi Shuheed Suhmwavdy who has spoken so impressively on 
the subject also recognizes the fact that if a goonda is hired for advanc- 
ing a ]w>litical or labour movement or calling out people to strike by 
intimidating them, then that hireling is not a political offender, if I 
may' use the term. lie must he treated as a goonda. This is the crux 
of the whole thing. We all agree in this. Nobody wants to haul up 
a man* as a goonda if he is pure and simple a ]>olitieal leader, who goes 
on in a constitutional way; hut if a person hires out people — as we 
found was the case in connection with the troubles during the cold 
weather of 1921 and 1922, when a lot of people who are known to be 
Iwid characters in the city were hired bv people in Burrabazar and in 
the mill areas — to advance their so-called political movement, such 
people certainly must be brought within the purview of the Goondas 
Act. It is to ensure the safety of the people that we want this Bill to 
be passed.. We do not want provisions which will give a loop-hole for 
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false personification and protracted trials and for jteojde like the goon- 
das attempting to escajie by saying that they belong to certain unions 
or samitis. 

There will be two expeiienced advising Judges who will consider 
whether a man is a political offender or he is a goonda who is hired for 
jxditical agitation, and for that purpose the House will have to trust 
these Judges. It is for them to decide whether a man is really a goondu 
or he is a goondu hired foi |>olitical purposes, or he is a purely politi- 
cal leader. It does not make an\ difference whether or not it is expressly 
mentioned that the Act will not apply to jxditical offenders. These 
Government officers must decide this fact and we must trust them. 
There is not onh misapprehension but a good deal of mistrust. Because 
it is the Government who are introducing this Bill, why should we 
always look ujxiii such measures with mistrust. A good movement 
should lie supjxirted and I do not think that there are any grounds for 
the apprehension and mistrust that the Bill has been got up deliberately 
under a false cloak to lie used to squash honest labour movements or 
purely jxditical agitations. 1 am satisfied its only intention is to stop 
goondaism, hooliganism and the hiring out of goondas for so-called 
jxditical and lulxmr movements, and we ought to supjxirt the Bill. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: My jxditical creed 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Nirode Balm, I am afraid you are quite inaudi- 
ble, and unless you sjxnik nj>, youi sjieeeh will be lost in oblivion. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: My jxditical creed has 
always been this — equal ojijxn tumty and equal treatment for all. It 
ajqxmrs that those amendments do not come uj) to this standard. It 
seeks to create division and differentiation between one class of jx'rsons 
and others. This I cannot ujqirove of; therefore I simply ojqxwe them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I think, perhajx*, tho 
Council will not require me to deal with the somewhat fantastic theory 
of Mr. Huseyn Khaheed Suhrawardy, that this Bill lias been designed 
by Government for the special jmrjxme of attacking jxditical leaders. 

I am not quite sure whether Mr. Suhrawardy went to the further length 
of accusing Government of having fostered the goonda movement and 
jxissibly of having the goondas in Government pay for the jnirjxwx* of 
jiaving the ground for this Bill. The intentions of Government are the 
same as those of the House. There is no intention — and there has 
never been any intention — of making this Bill a political weajxm. 

In introducing the Bill, I was careful to give a full history of the 
whole genesis of the Bill, and I showed that far from it* being a spon- 
taneous effort <tf the Government, it has been forced on Government. 
Government have no doubt incurred a certain amount of opprobrium, . 
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because they have not brought in this Bill for Calcutta sooner. In the 
Select Committee, the possible feelings of the Council were considered. 
It was recognized that there was a somewhat unfortunate distrust of 
Government on each and every occasion. Therefore, we set about to 
see it' there was any way in which we could remove this distrust. As 
Mr. Das explained, we had hoj>ed that we had done so. It may be 
argued then — Why, if our object is the same, do we not accept these 
amendments ? As has been pointed out by Mr. Mallik, these amend- 
ments have already been considered and discarded by the Select Com- 
mittee. 1 do not claim infallibility on the part of the Select Committee, 
but 1 do claim that the Select Committee as a body was in no way 
packed by Government; it was a body that had the same lnqies and 
intentions as the rest of the Council. It was a bn<l\ coni]K>sed of intelli- 
gent, men who set themselves to try and discover a way of effecting 
what the Council wants. They considered these particular wa\s and 
they discarded them, because they found that these would not suit the 
purjioso. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The amendment of Bai 
Dr. J lurid ban Dutt Bahadui says — 

“ Provided that nothing in this section shall apph to any political 
offence.” 

For the last ten years at. least I have taken part in discussions and 
have dealt with files in vain attempts to define a {Kilitieal offence We 
all know more or less what we mean by a political offender, but how 
many of us would agree on a definition. ITnv could we start to define 
a political offence? Is it the motive or is it the character of the offence? 
It is not only the Neletd Committee that have failed to define politi- 
cal offences, it has been the Bengal Government, the Government of 
India and even the Secretary of State for India: they have all at one 
time or another endeavoured to define what a political offence is. The 
.Tail Commission again took up the question and tried their best, but 
they, too, failed. As long as we are dealing merely with the treat- 
ment^ of political offenders, we all know what the term means. We 
never defined them, but this did not matter as we were only concerned 
with executive action. We all agree more or less what we mean by 
political offenders, though we might differ as to individuals. But 
when we come to the question of putting this expression into the law, 
surely we must have something more definite. It has been said that 
it does not make much difference as we cannot define a gonnda. But, 
Sir, the Bill does not punish a goonda per se; it merely enables us to 
deal with a certain (‘lass of people, provided they commit certain acts 
in certain circumstances. Here, if we accept the proposed amendment, 
we shaft have to take out of the Bill certain offences which are politi- 
cal and we shall have to define what political offences are. When we 
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get a phrase that is commonly used and put it down definitely in the 
statute, we must know what we mean — not onh ourselves, hut every- 
body else must know. That is the difficulty we have in regard to 
this amendment. 

As regards the amendment of Mr. A joy ('bunder Dutt, 1 think it is — if 
I may say so — a dangerous proviso liecause it goes a good deal 
further than our common object. A-s If a i .logendia (’bunder 
( those Balnidui has said, it definitely holds up to the goonda n 
cloak and mules him to come and take shelter m it What 

will Ik* tin' result? There will l>e a trade union of goomhis. 
(ioondaism would develop into a labour movement. (hie oJ . the 

acti\ities of the goomhus m Calcutta has been to start looting as soon 

as there is an\ trouble, political or otherwise We alT remcml»er the 
looting that took place m Harrison Hoad. Cnder the proviso that is 
projwhsed m this amendment, a goonda who loots after a politnal meeting 
or after a political lint would be protected The real crux of 

these amendments is the (|iiestinu whethei \ou can trust Government 
oi not. It is not a pejsonal <{m‘stion, but as has l>ecn [Mimted out, it 
is 1 m‘\ olid tin 1 wit ot m. in to devise an Act which is absolute!) watei- 
1 1 gh t There is always loom somewhere toi wickedness it Govcin- 
ment have sufficient wickedness to want to get louml it. 1! y on adopt 
the amendment of Kai l)r. 1 1 arid ha n Dutt Bahadur and purj>ort 
to exclude political offences, as Mr. Das has {minted out— 
you are going to trust the* same wicked (iovernment to decide what a 
jHilitical offence is. Surely a little trust is a dangerous tiling. Kithcj* 
trust, (iovernment entirely or if you do not trust, take precious {food 
care to {five no {lowers. Half-trust and half-distrust is of no use. It 
has been said that while we may pay the present (iovernment the comjdi- 
ment of intending to stick to its word, yet futuie (ioverrimcuts will not 
be bound by the intentions of the piesent Government as the memory 
of (iovernments is .short Surelv, Sir, it is not an argument that ought 
to earn an\ weight. Dining the last two years what has been the 
advance 1 in tin* jmlitical power of this (Council? We are told that in 
another five years the piesent debates will lx* forgotten and that the 
oppressive (iovernment of the future will utilize this Act as a {xditual 
wea{x»n. But what will he the oppressive (iovernment? It will U* a 
(iovernment supported hv this Council ; it will be a (iovernment wlmh 
will have to ohev tin* will of this Council. I would therefore appeal to 
the Council to take* a broad view of this matter. Government are at 
one with tli* Council. We have no intention to work this Ai-Cfor-a 
jwditical purpose, and further, we do not believe we can do it - and 
Mr. Das lias told you why. I would, therefore, ask the* Council -not 
to try, by passing an ineffective amendment, to express their distrusl 
of the intentions of (iovernment and hamjrer it in a way that will not 
make the slightest difference to Government. 
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The motion standing in the name of Itai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Rah Uddln. 

Mimed, Munthl Jeter. 

Aley, Mr. t. Mahboob. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Naih. 

BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Rahmatjan. 

Chowdhuri, Maulvl Fazlal Karim. 

Dat Cupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
De, Ral Bahadur Fanlndralal. 

Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. 


| Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

I Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazlul. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld*ud*dln. 

Makramall, Munthl. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb 8hekhareswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

R*ay Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Rlshi, Babu Ra&lk Chandra. 

I Roy, Babu Jogendra Krlthna. 

Roy, Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Htiseyn Shaheed. 


N0E8. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Atoinath Chandra. 
■Irley, Mr. L. 

Bote, Mr. S. M. 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. 

Dat, Babu Bhlthmadev. 

Dat, Mr. S. R. 

Deare, Major-Ceneral B. H. 

Dey, Mr C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Emerton, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forretter, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Chote, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. I. W. * 

Horned, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Huttaln, Maulvl Mahammed Madattur. 
Jamet, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

The Ayes being AA and the 

The 

then 'put and a division taken 


Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 
i Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlth 
| Chandra, 
j Roy, Mr. C. N. 

1 Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 

; Suhrawardy, Dr. k. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hasten. 

•; Vllllert, Mr. F. E. E. 

N T oes *TS, tlie motion was lost. 

A joy Oh under Dutt was 


motion standing in the name of Mr. 

with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Raft Uddln. 

Ahmed, Munthl Jafar. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Banorjoa, Or. Pramathanath. 
BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klthorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Chaudhurf, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Haftzar 
Ralmatjan. 

Ohewdoury, Mautvl Fazlal Karim. 


Oas Cupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
De, Ral Bahadur Fanlndralal. 

Outt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Chote, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 

Huq, Maulvl EkramuL 
Karim, Maulvl FazluL 
Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud'dln. 

Makramall, Munthl. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra 
Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
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Ray, Babu turMitfra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb fhakhartswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Hath. 


i RUItl, Babu Rat Ik Chandra. 

; Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

tarkar, Babu Jogtsh Chandra. 

; Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn lhahaed. 


N0E8. 


Ahmad, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

Banerjaa, Ral Bahadur Aiblnash Chandra. 
Blrlay, Mr. L 
Bosa, Mr. S. M. 

Clarke, Sir Raglnald. 

Oaa, Babu Bhlahmadev. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Daara, Major-Cenaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'bla Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Coode, Mr. 8. W. 

Horned, Mr. W. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Lang, Mr. J. 


Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon*ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'bla Sir Abd-ur». 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlih 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon'bla Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hasson. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 

Mi, flit* mot uni was lo*< 


The Avon being 31 and tin* Noes 


The following- amendment was, in the absence of tin' member, deemed 
to Ik* withdrawn : — 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U to move that at the end of clause 3 
t lit* following k* added, namely: — 

“ Provided that nothing in this seet ion shall k* deemed to refer to 
any political offence." 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The quest ion is that clause 3, ns amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Discussion of new rules of travelling and residential allowances. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before the Council adjourns I may sa\ that I 
received a request signed by 30 members of this Council, asking my 
consent to a motion for the adjournment of the Council for the purjHwo 
of discussing an urgent matter, namely, the new rules of travelling and 
residential allowances for the memku's of the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil. 
I cannot hold that this is a matter of urgent public imj>ortanre. It may 
be a matter of very profound importance to individual memk*rs of the 
Council, but it certainly is not a matter of urgent public importance, 
and I, therefore, refuse my consent. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
31st January, *1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

• The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 3lst January, 1923, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Ilori’ble the President in the (/hair, the four IloiCble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 104 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oath, 


The following member made an oatli of his 
Crown : — 


Mr. S. C. Stcakt- Wiu.iams. 


allegiance to the 


Governor’s assent to amended Standing Orders. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Order, order! 
I have to inform the House that 11 is Excellency the Governor has given 
In’s assent to the amendment of the Standing Orders passed by t he Council 
on the^Mth January, 1923. 


4 Starred Question 
(to which oral answer was given). 

Posting of judicial and executive officers to their home districts 
or to places in which they have got landed properties. 

♦XL. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Mombet in charge of the Appointment Dejiartnieiit be pleased to state 
whether there are any rules or orders prohibiting the i>osting of execu- 
tive and judicial officers to places where they have got properties or 
bouses ? 

(M If so, will the Hon’ hie the Member l>e pleased to lav a copy of 
such rules on the table? 

(<*"> If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making rules or issuing orders prohibit- 
ing th^ posting of officers to places where they have got holdings or 
properties? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the names of otliceis ot the Bengal ('ml Service 
(both executive and judicial bianch) and of the Subordinate Civil 
Service who are posted to then home districts or to places where they 
have got landed projierties with dates of such |K)sting*' 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
fact of having landed probities is taken into consideration at the tune 
of issuing orders of posting !" 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : p/ 1 No ; but undei i ule Mod tin 1 ( io\ ei n- 
ment Servants’ Conduct Kuhvs mcinhcis of the Miovmnal and Subordi- 
nate Civil Sen ices ate liable to be debaried tioin employment within 
the district or othei local limit' m which they ha\ c immo\ ealde propeity 

(b) The answer to {a) contains the rule. 

(r) No. 

(d) The preparation of a statement would involve labour incom- 
mensurate with its value. 

(r) Officers are not ]>ostcd to then home di-tiiits i»pt foi special 
reasons, and as the landed piopeit\ of ollieen is, as a rule, in their 
Lome distmts, to that extent this tact of ha\ing landed projxu'ty is 
taken into consideiation in the jKisting of oflbvrs. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Life Offices and alleged differential treatment of 
Indians and Europeans. 

281. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the lion bh the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment of Commerce be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that certain Kurojiean Life Offices and one or turn 
Indian Life Offices lone an arrangement with the Accounfant-Oeneral 
by which the latter deducls the premiums from the salaries of those 
gazetted officers who have jwdicies with those Companies and tiansrnits 
the same to those Life Offices while the same facility is refused to oilier 
Indian Life Offices 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. d! Donald): No. 
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Report of the Water Hyacinth Committee. 

282. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the date when the Water Hyacinth Committee presided 
over by Sir J. C. Bose submitted their report? 

(6) When is the rej>ort to l>e published? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the 
report on the table ? 

(d) What steps are the Government taking in the matter of the 
water hyacinth nuisance? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawrt Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) 11th December, 1 { J22. 

(h) The reiwrt has l>een published within the hist few day's. 

(r) A copy is laid on the Library table. 

(<I) The steps to l>o taken by Government will be decided on when 
the recommendations in the rejjort have been considered. 


Embankments on Mohari rivor in Noakhali. 

283. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Dcpirtment, of Irrigation l>e j> 1 eased to state 
whether he is aware that the crops of the inhabitants of about 300 

villages of Shabek Katun Nagar, Khandal, Jagatpur and South Shik 

Porganas, etc., which are under the jurisdiction of Ohagal Naya and 
Bosomum police-stations in Noakhali district, are being destroyed owing 
to the want of an embankment of the Mohari river? 

(h) Is it a fact that an application was submitted to the Commis- 
sioner of Chittagong 10 or 12 years ago with reference to there being 
no embankments at the abovementioned places and that the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali made an inquiry into the matter? 

(r) If the answer 1o (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to lay a copy of the report on the table and State 

what Steps were taken in regard to the report? 

(<L) Wlmt steps, if any, have l>een taken at all in this matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Government 
are aware that damage to crops is caused by floods in the Mohari river. 
(h) Government have no in formation, on the subject. 

The question does not arise. 
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(d) In 1921, an inquiry was made into the matter on an application 
received from the Secretary, Khaudal Praja Samiti, and Uovenuuent 
decided that it w r as not advisable to construct embankments on the 
river Mohari as such a course was likely to entail disastrous conse- 
quences in the future. 

Picketing cases against oertain persons in Burdwan. 

284. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the picketing cases against Kamalapati Hazra 
(’haudhuri, Bibhuti Bhushan Ghosh, and Jitendra Nath llazru under 
section 188, Indian Penal (’ode, came up for hearing lieforo the Deputy 
Magistrate of Burdwan on the 29th August, 1922, and that the accused 
refused to plead ? 

(h) Is it a fact that two pleaders who were in Court at the Himo 
pointed out that the order under sect ion 144, which the accused had 
disobeyed, was illegal inasmuch as it was signed not by the District 
Magistrate, hut by Mr. Duncan Best, the Assistant Magistrate, who 
had second class powers? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Deputy Magistrate accepting the conten- 
tion of the pleaders acquitted the accused under section 188, Indian 
Penal (’ode? 

(d) If the order was illegal, why were the volunteers sent up for 
trial ? 

(c) What steps does the Hon’ble the Member promise to take to 
protect people against such prosecutions in future? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (</) The statement is correct, except that all 
the three accused did plead to the charge. 

(b) Government have no information that such an allegation was 
made. 

(r) The Deputy Magistrate acquitted the accused, but not on the 
ground alleged. 

(d) The order was signed by the District Magistrate and was not 
in any way illegal. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Committee to inquire into the question of North Bengal floods. 

285, SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Rou ble the 

Member in chrfVge of the Department of Irrigation aware that Itai 
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Bahadur Rala Ram has submitted his report on the recent floods in Nort 
Rental to the Government of India? 

(b) If so, will the Ilon’hle the Member be pleased to state — 

(?) when did he commence his inquiry; 

(//) when was it finished; and 
(???) when did lie submit lus report? 

(r) Have the (iovernmcnt of Bengal received any communicatioi 
from the Government of India regarding this rej>ort or arc they ii 
eorres|x»ndence with the Government Y 

(?/) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the conclu 
sions formulated in this repoit ? 

(e) When and vn hat action aie the Government taking in the matter; 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR 0 
BURDWAN: (a) No. 

(b) The question doq,s not arise. 

(r) No. 

(<l) The question does not arise. 

(<•) Government ha\e up]*omtcd a (’onimittee to investigate t he 
whole question. 


Acquisition of No. 16, Dutt Lane, for extension of the 
Sir Stuart Hogg Market. 

* 

286. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Is the lion’ hie the 
Minister m charge of the Department of Local Self-Government awaie 
that the premise'- No. Hi, Dutt Lane, m (’alcutta, are to be acquired 
by tin 1 (’oiqHiration ot (’alcutta for the extension of the Sir Stuart Hogg 
Market Y 

\b) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister also aware that the said premises 
are the ihbattvr pnq>ert\ of some idols established in the said premises 
at legist half a cent my ago and that a von large number ol Hindu 
pilgrims come to offer then pit jus to the said idols? 

(r) Is it a fact that sovoial laigelx attended meetings of influential 
memliers of the Hindu community including the Hon’ble the Maharaja 
of Gossimbazar, and othei rajas and noblemen and learned pandits, were 
held in (’alcutta to protest against the said acquisition K 

(r/> Is it a fact that several representations have been made to the 
Government by influential persons for the exelusion of the whole of 
the said premises from acquisition ? 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of excluding 
the whole of the said premises from acquisition ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): («) Yes. 

(h) The Minister has no information. 

(c) The Minister understands that this is correct. 

(d) The question of the acquisition of premises No. 10, Dutt Lane, 
was very carefully considered by the Corjiorution, which finally decided 
to exclude the “ Simula} a ” situated within the premises from acquisi- 
tion. Government saw no reason to interfere with this decision of tho 
Corporation. 

(c) No. 


Government Bill. 

The Coondas Bill, 1922. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council \\ ill now lesiinic, the discussion on 
the Goondas Bill, 1922, as amended 1>\ t In* Select Committee. 

Ci.u sk 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following amendments standing in the name of Mr. A joy 
Chunder Dutt weie, m the ahsem e ot tin* menihu, deemed to hi* 
withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 4(7). lines 2 and 3, the words ‘ or of tho District 
Magistrate, as the case ma} lx* ’ he omitted.” 

“That in clause 4 <2), line (>, aftei the voids ‘such person in tlie 
report’ the wolds ‘together with such particulais as will 
enable him to meet the charges ’ lie inserted.” 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I move that in clause 4 (2q line 
6, after tho words “ such person in the re|x>rt ” the words “ and the 
particulars on which they are based ” lx* inserted. 

Clause 3 provides that the Commissioner of Police or the District 
Magistrate shall submit a report to the local Government, and the local 
Government on that repoit might order the issue of a warrant for the 
arrest of the person against whom the- report shall he made. Clause 4, 
sub-clause (2), provides that the wmrant shall Ik* in a form prescribed 
by the local Government and published in the official Gazette, and shall 



434 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[31st Jan, 


roil tain a statement of the heads of the charges made against such per- 
son. The amendment proposed by me is that, in addition to the heads 
of charges, tho following words he added, viz. ? “and the particulars 
on' which they are based.” Suppose a man is charged with criminal 
intimidation and the' warrant merely states that he is guilty of criminal 
intimidation, it will be difficult for the man to meet a general charge 
like that, unless it is stated in t lie warrant as to when the intimidation 
took place, in what place, and in connection with what incident. Un- 
less those particulars are stated, it is not possible for the man to meet 
a general charge of that desc ription. The amendment suggested by me 
merely provides that you should give these particulars. If the particu- 
lars are given to him, I do not see what special danger wdll arise. Sup- 
pose it is stated in a case of criminal intimidation that he was guilty oft 
criminal intimidation on a particular date in a particular locality; he 
would then be in a position to meet the charges mentioned in the warrant,. 

1 therefore suggest, thut, in addition to the words “ statement of 
the heads of charges,” the words “ and the pirticulars on which they 
are based ” be inserted. 


Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: I lag to supp,rt this amend- 
ment. It is only just and fair that before a man is hauled up liefore a 
court or a tribunal, he should know the particulars of the charges 
brought against him; otherwise it is not p>ssible for him to defend 
himself against those charges, l>ecnusc it requires some preliminary' 
prejmration lief ore he comes to the court. The publication of the mere 
heads of the charges will not help him in this direction. Supposing 
a man is asked to cite witnesses, and he refers to a man who is already 
in the clutches of the police; any evidence given by this man is more 
likely to go against the accused than in his favour; so it is necessary 
that he should know alf the particulars of the charges brought against 
him; otherwise he cannot l>e expected to defend himself properly. 
Moreover, it will not in any way go against the principle of the Bill; 
on the other hand it will help the unfortunate accused to justify his own 
conduct. 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): I am entirely at one with the mover of 
the amendment in desiring that the person against whom the report is 
made, ‘should ho given full particulars. I think his amendment is 
rather based on a misunderstanding of the procedure which will take 
place, lie seems rather to be apprehensive that the charge will 1*» 
merely one of having committed a particular offence without specify- 
ing a place or anything else. Under the ordinary law, a man, if he 
is accused, is entitled to know all the particulars of the charge, and 
certainly under this Act, we shall not give him less than this, but more. 
The procedure is intended to be very much the Rame as in the case of 
internment cases, with which I had something to do. There we gnve 
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the accused what we called heads of charges, and these contained all 
the information we were able to give him, without giving away our 
sources; it was not merely that “ you are a memlier of a revolutionary 
party,” but that “ you took jwtrt in such-and-such a dacoity and you 
had in your possession such-and-such weapons,” and so on. The 
only reason why I opj>ose this amendment is that it will be taken 
to mean, I am afraid, that the accused, the man against whom the 
report is made, has a right to know the statements of the witnesses; as 
a matter of fact, there will not often be am statement of witnesses, 
because, as I explained, we should be proceeding almost entirely on 
previous convictions, extracts from the thana registers, written com- 
plaints put in, and so forth. But if we put into the law that he is 
entitled to have the particulars on which the charges are based, it will 
certainly be interpreted as giving him a right to know. the particulars 
of the evidence, the witnesses, and so forth. That is what wo do not 
propose to give him. What we do propose to give him me details of 
any particular incidents in which he had been concerned, — such things 
as “ you were convicted on such-and-such dates of robbery, that you 
are suspected in such-and-such a ease, and in such-and-such a thana.” 
I ran assure the, mover of tins amendment that we have every intention 
of giving as full particulars of the charges as we possibly can. I think 
he will see that my objection to this purtieulai amendment is a reason- 
able one. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 did not contemplate that such 
particulars would be stated. By my amendment 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y ou are not entitled to reply; are you asking 
leave to withdraw? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: No. What 1 meant was that 
the section provides 

Mr. PRE8IDENT ! As I said, you have no light of reply. You 
either press for the amendment or you withdraw it. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Having regard to the suggestion 
made by the Hon'ble Member in charge 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is no opportunity for a speech. Do you 
wish to withdraw or press the amendment? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U* I ask leave to withdraw the 
amendment, having regard to the observations made by Him Ilon’ble 
Member in charge. 

The amendment of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 1 move that in 
clause 4 ( 2 ), at the end, the following he added, namely: — 

“ and to show cause, it he like**, as to why h^ should not he deal# 
with under the provisions of this Act.” 

The reason why I want to have these words at the end of the clause 

is this; I want to bring the language of this Act into line with the langu- 

age; of other Acts and (’odes dealing with similar subjet ts, for instance, 
the security sections in the Criminal Procedure Code — sections 107, 
110, and other sections, arid it is a principle of legislation that the langu- 
age of all the Acts and ('odes and pieces of legislation should, as far as 
possible, and as far as practicable, lx* made similar. Here the words put 
down are these- “that the person may by petition make any representa- 
tion which be likes to the Judges.’’ If these words convey the whole 

thing, then it may be said that it is not necessary to have the addition 

suggested by me, but to my mind it apjrears that an accused person or a 
supposed goonda may apj>ear and show’ cause, saving that his is not a case 
which is to be dealt with under this sjM*eral legislation his is a case, even 
on the showing of the rcjiort ot the Commissioner of Police or on tin* face 
of the warrant, which should be de<alt with under the ordinal) law. 
That would be showing a cause why he should not be dealt with 
under tin* pro\isioins of this Act, but undei ordinary law’. This 
might or might not be covered bv the word ” representation.” So 
to bring the language of this section into conformity with the existing 
law', and also for gning a widei scope to the person reported against, to 
take that sort of exception that lus is not a < use to be dealt with under 
tliis special legislation, 1 think the addition proposed by me should be 
made, and 1 do not think that it affects in any way the, main provisions 
of the Bill. He may ljke to show cause, saying that he is an ordinary 
criminal and may be dealt with under the Indian Penal Code or Criminal 
Procedure (’ode, and la* is not a goonda and his case is quite, different 
from that Of goondas eontemjdatryl under this section. That is why 
these words should be inserted; so 1 mo\e that my amendment be 
aeeepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am afraid my mind is not 
of such a legal east as that of the mover of the amendment. As far as 
l can make out, he wishes to add these words so as to bring the law under 
this Bill into conformity with the wording of the existing law, but though 
I have not the Criminal Procedure Code by me at the moment, I cer- 
tainly do not recollect any provision in the Criminal Procedure (’ode 
which allows an accused to make a representation. We, in considering 
this question, came to the conclusion that we ought to make the wording 
as w ide as wo possibly could, not to confine it to the man showing cause 
but to use as wide a word as possible, so as to allow the man to say any- 
thing lie likes in his favour to the Judges. That is the reason why we 
adopted this procedure of making a representation instead of showing 
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cause. It seems to us to be wider, and I think that is what is wanted 
here; that a man should have an opportunity of being able to say — “well, 
I am a goonda; I a'm a poor man with five starving children;- therefore 
have pity on me.” Therefore I think the amendment is unnecessary 
because it is already covered by “representation. ” 

. The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I move that in clause 4 
( 3)(i ), line 6, for the word “ orders ” the word “ order ” be substituted. 
This is really to correct a drafting mistake. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of ltai Mnhendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be. withdrawn :■ — 

“That in clause 4 (J), lines 1G, 19 and 20, after the words ‘Presi- 
dency Magistrate ’ in both places where they occur, the* words 
‘or the District Magistrate’ be inserted.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 4, as amended, stand- 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 5. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* The question is that ‘clause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr A joy Chun- 
der Dutt was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn ; — 
“That in clause 6 (7), lines 3 and 4, the words ‘or of the District 
Magistrate, as the case may be’ be omitted.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 beg to move that, in clause 5, 
(i), for the words “advising Judges,” in line G, to the end of the clause, 
the following be substituted, namely; — 

“ two persons, of whom one shall be a District and Sessions Judge 
of Alipore and the other a non-official Indian.” 

When we find that the rare advocacy of Mr, S. R. Das, the rejuvenated 
eloquence of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the laboured sarcasm of 
Mr. Villiers all combine together to support the Government, our case 
mems indeed hopeless. It is said that misfortune makes strange bed- 
fellows, but can it be that good fortune also does the sameP Whatever 
ms y be the fate of our amendment*; we belong to a party t which it 
tenacious and which will never say “die.” So, we will go on till the 
md and fight to* the last. 
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To fome now to this particular amendment, when we find that even 
in the tribunal for trying revolutionary and anarchical cases, non-officials 
were found fit to sit in the tribunal along with the Judges, I do not see 
why non-officials should not be allowed to form part of the court for look- 
ing into these goonda cases. Sir, it is purely a question of trust. If 
we have confidence in the Government to allow this Bill to go on, surely 
the Government can trust non-officials to sit with another Judge and 
dispose of these oases. A question has been raised that it would be 
dangerous for a non-official to sit in that court and no one would be 
found willing to serve. 1 submit that the goondas are not more danger- 
ous than those anarchists and revolutionarists ; if non-officials could be 
found to try their cases, I do not set 4 any reason why they should be fail- 
ing to come forward to try the cases of goondas. 

With these few words, I place my amendment for the consideration 
of the Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: Balm Tndu Bhushni. Outln 
has placed an argument in my mouth and then, if I may he allowed to 
use nil Irish bull, lias proceeded to knock jt down. I never said that 
no non-official would be willing to serve on this committee. Such a thing 
was far from my thoughts, and T am certain that any member who stands 
up to the goonda in this Council would lie equally willing to sit on the 
committee and weigh the evidence put before him and advise Govern- 
ment as to what to do. It is not a question of not trusting non-officials. 
The Select Committee, if I may drag them in again, considered this 
matter and adopted the alternative of having two Judges. It is not a 
question of trying a man for a particular offence or punishing him for 
a particular offence, but it is a question whether a particular man is 
one who should be allowed to remain in Calcutta or not. Presumably 
the idea of having two Judges is to have tw r o men to go through the 
papers who have been trained in tho matter of examining evidence. It 
is quite possible for a non-official Indian to be equally capable of examin- 
ing the evidence. But the only reason , as far as I am concerned, that 
we did not suggest it is that w*e found some difficulty in the case of the 
special tribunals in getting men to come on, as they had other work to 
do.' It is difficult to get men, specially pleaders, to give up their time 
exactly at the moment when the case is ready. 

With regard to the two Judges, they are under us and we can tell 
them to come at any time and place to examine the papers. In regard 
to independent legal practitioners we have no hold over them and it 
is difficult to fit in the time of the non-official gentlemen with that of the 
Judge. 

The second reason is that we have to pay the non-officials. 
non-officials in the tribunals were paid a certain honorarium per diem, 
and certainly there was a feeling in the Select Committee that we should 
not aaopt, any procedure, unless it was absolutely necessary, which 
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would involve a further expense. These are the reasons why we did 
not suggest non-officials, and these are the reasons why I am not accept- 
ing Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s amendment and prefer to stick to the 
recommendations of the Select Committee. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that in clause 5(7), 
for the words “ two advising Judges,” in line 6, to the end of the clause, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ Three advising Judges consisting of — 

(i) a District and Sessions Judge of Alijwue and Hooghly; 

(ii) the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta; and 

(in) a non-official legal practitioner of at least 15 years’ 
standing.” 

1 take my stand here not with that very idea which has been expressed 
by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, but with a spirit of hopefulness, for I 
believe, Sir, if 1 have a good case to fight, and if 1 can convince the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill, lie will still find his way 
to accepting the suggestions that 1 have embodied m mv statement. 
Now the Bill has been passed by the Select Committee and they have 
formulated the proposal of two advising Judges. I was one of them 
who, when the Bill was first considered in this Council, suggested ihat 
there should be an advisory board to make the final recommendation. 
I am thankful to the Select Committee for accepting our suggestion, 
which was thrown out then in this Council by some of the members, 
But, Sir, what has disappointed me is to find that this advisory board 
should consist of two Government officials only. I have found that to 
create public confidence, it is necessary that the ^Government officials 
should associate with non-official gentlemen so far as it is practicable 
and possible. With a view to meet that jH)int, I have suggested that 
amongst the advising Judges, one should be a non-official person. I 
have been unable to understand why, when the Bill has been extended 
outside Calcutta and places like Howrah and other places have l>een 
included within its purview, the District and Sessions Judge at Alipore 
has been singled out as the only person w'ho will sit as one of the advising 
Judges. That is my reason and justification for suggesting that amongst 
the advising Judges the selection need not be confined to Alipore but 
it should be extended to other places also, and I have suggested Howrah, 
because Howrah is vitally interested in this Bill also. 

My second suggestion is that the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
should be one of the advising Judges. I have been unable to under- 
stand why in a tribunal like this the Chief Presidency Magistrate who, 
I may say, is the head of the criminaj judiciary in Calcutta, should be 
excluded. Sir, in Calcutta all criminal cases are ordinarily disposed of 
Jpy tbs Chief Presidency Magistrate; and in a matter like this, when he 

29 a 
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is already a Government servant and is available at any time, I fail to 
understand why his services should not be availed of. 

Then, Sir, I come to my last suggestion, viz., a non-official legal 
practitioner of at least 15 years’ standing. The principal reason which 
has prompted me to move my amendment is to ensure public confidence. 
My friend, Babu Indu Bhushan I)utta, has already spoken about it, and 
I reiterate that if you want to take the public with you in the admini#* 
tration of your policy, it is extremely desirable that you should securf 
the help, co-operation, and aid of non -official persons. I have not 
suggested a young man or any man who could not be relied upon, but 
I have suggested a legal practitioner of at least 15 years’ standing, 
I believe the High Court bar, the Police Court bar, and the other bars 
in Calcutta will be able to supply you one who would be willing and 
would be public-spirited enough to take up this work, even without any 
remuneration if that be your difficulty. 

The Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill pointed out when 
replying to amendment No. 27 that he had two difficulties in the way 
of non-officials being appointed to the board. The first is that the non- 
official member may not find his time fit in with that of the Judge, 
and the second is one of expense. But, I cannot attach much import- 
ance to these difficulties. I cannot understand why a legal practi- 
tioner cannot be expected to devote half an hour, or three-quarters of 
an hour or at the utmost an hour in conjunction with the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate or the District and Sessions Judge to try two or three 
cases which may occasionally come before them. I think that the 
question of appointing a non-official is not so difficult or impracticable. 

As regards the pay and expenses, the Government has spent so large 
a sum of money in criminal prosecutions here, there and almost every- 
where that an additional few hundreds of rupees would not make much 
difference; and even when I venture to suggest that if a non-official 
legal practitioner is taken in, there will be no dearth of legal practi- 
tioners, and some can do this .work even without remuneration. 
Another point that strikes me is that if my proposal is accepted, the 
difficulty about any difference of opinion that may arise would be met. 
Supposing these two advising Judges come to different opinions and 
the^ cannot agree, whnt would lie the state of affairs then ? If the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill accepts the proposal that I 
have made, viz., that the board should consist of three persons, presum- 
ably there would he no difficulty in coming to a decision hv a majority. 
That is nil I have to say in favour of my proposal, and I leave it to the 
Hon’ble the Member to consider whether he cannot accept it. 

Babu JAT1NDRA NATH BA8U: I move that in clause 5 ( 1 ), line* 
6 to 10, for the words beginning with ** two advising Judges ” to the 
end the following be substituted, namely; — 

*^the board consisting of three persons, of whom one shall be the 
. Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, one shall 4>e a 
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District and Sessions^Judge, and one shall bo a legal practi- 
tioner of at least 15 years’ standing.” 

As regards the constitution of the tribunal before whom the charges 
are to be investigated, various suggestions have been made. The Bill 
provides that the tribunal should consist of two advising Judges, one 
^irf wham shall be the District and Sessions Judge of Alipore and the 
pthor another District and Sessions Judge. This provision is far from 
Satisfactory. The Judge should have knowledge of crimes peculiar to 
Calcutta and the neighbourhood and should have experience in dealing 
with such crimes. 

I do not deny that District and Sessions Judges have a certain 
amount of experience in dealing w’ith crimes in general, hut the parti- 
cular crimes which are intended to be dealt w’ith in the Bill are a pecu- 
liar feature of the criminal life of Calcutta and it cannot Ik* expected 
that District and Sessions Judges who have no experience in dealing 
with such crimes should be in a position to give valuable aid in deciding 
upon cases of goondas that might be brought liefore them. While I * 
do not minimize the judicial knowledge and capacity of lawyers in the 
public service such as Judges and Magistrates, it has in all juridical 
systems been deemed to be necessary that officiul lawyers should have th< J 
advice and assistance of independent lawyers in the trial of cases. As 
an ordinary trial is being diseased with under the provisions of the 
Bill, the defect in the system that is going to be created will be 
remedied if the tribunal consists, in addition to official lawyers, of at 
least one independent lawyer to bring in the fresh blood that is some- 
times necessary to meet the ends of justice. The tribunal that 1 have 
suggested is to consist of the Chief Presidency Magistrate, a District 
and Sessions Judge, and a legal practitioner of at least 15 years’ stand- 
ing. The Chief Presidency Magistrate will bring to the tribunal his 
large knowledge of the criminality peculiar to Calcutta, the District and 
Sessions Judge will contribute his ex]ierience in dealing with criminals 
in general, and the independent legal practitioner will contribute the 
unofficial and independent view of the questions that will be brought 
for discussion and decision. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that in the last line of 
clause 5(1), for the word ” five ” the word “ ten ” be substituted. 

I do not think any speech is needed for this. It would appear that 
five years’ experience for a District and Sessions Judge is really very, 
very limited; and I do not think that a Judge with only five years’ 
experience is able enough to sift the evidence properly. Therefore, 
my suggestion is, that the Judge must have at least 10 years’ experience. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAI GUPTA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 5(/), at J>he end, the following be added, namely, “ stationed^ 
at Alipore, Howrah or Hooghly.” 
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My amendment is more in the inteftst of economy than of anything 
else. It strikes me that the District and Sessions Judge at Alipore 
has been named and selected because he so close by. His services can 
be utilized at any moment. So I think if the section stands as it does, 
then the other District and Sessions Judge should be brought from a 
place near by, that is to say, from Alipore, Howrah or Hooghly. So 
that if a District and Sessions Judge is brought from a far-off district^ 
more money in the shape of travelling allowances and other allowanced 
will be spent. I therefore think it is rather better that some Judges 
should he available in either of these districts, Alipore, Howrah or 
Hooghly. So 1 beg to move that at the end in clause 5(/), the words 
*' stationed at Alipore, Howrah or Hooghly M be substituted. 


Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I oppose the amendmnets 
which suggest that the Thief Presidency Magistrate should sit on the 
board to try these eases. I do not know what the outside public in 
Calcutta think of the Chief Presidency Magistrate. But I know that 
he is looked upon by many As a glorified police officer. It has been 
suggested by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that he has first-hand exjierionce 
of recording evidence, and so will lie better able to discharge the duties 
on the hoard. Sir, in I he trial of these cases no evidence will have to be 
recorded. The District and Sessions Judges have got great experience 
in the trial of cases over which no Presidency Magistrates or District 
Magistrates have any jurisdiction at all. They try big original cases of 
civil and criminal jurisdiction and they know how to sift evidence far 
better than the Magistrates. Therefore, I think, that the inclusion of 
the Presidency Magistrate on the hoard should not be allowed. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in support- 
ing the amendment of Dr. llaridlian Dull. The decision of this bench 
is to bo final and extraordinary measures are going to be taken. There 
is no apjx'nl to the High Court. It is therefore desirable that the mem* 
hers of this bench should tie increased and they should be experienced. 
A Sessions Judge who serves for a period of five years will not suffice 
and, Sir, I think the Chief Presidency Magistrate is the proper autho- 
rity who is in a position to decide cases like these. As I have already 
sahl extraordinary juiwers are going to bo vested in this bench, it is 
advisable that this bench should co-operate with an experienced Indian 
legal practitioner. That is the suggestion which has also been made 
by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. I do not think there 
would be any difficulty in securing the services of such a legal practi- 
tioner, because I may draw attention to the composition of the Special 
Tribunal under the Calcutta Improvement Act. With these remark*, 
I supi»ort it. 

The Hon'M* Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: There is no point of prin- 
ciple^ involved in my opposition to these amendments, except that I 
deprecate the amendment which suggests that this advisory hoard 
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should consist of throe members. Surely, Sir, if there are two Judges 
or if there are one Judge and a legal practitioner of 15 years* standing, 
they are enough for the purpose of going through the papers regarding 
common badniashes, to decide whether they are to be driven out of 
Calcutta or not. It would be a great mistake to overweight the advi* 
sory board and make the thing too big. 

Coming to the various amendments, Rai I>r. Huridhan Dutt Bahadur 
is unaware why the District and Sessions Judge of Alipore has been 
particularly singled out. I do not know whether he su8j>ect8 some 
sinister motive, but the reason is very simple. The District and 
Sessions Judges of Alipore are generally the most senior in service. 
They are posted to Alipore towards the end of their service. We have, 
therefore, selected the District and Sessions Judge of Alipore so that 
it would always necessarily give us a senior and exi>orieneed Judge. 

If we had one Judge from Alipore, a senior man, the other Judge may be 
selected from anywhere. If we are going to have two Judges, I think 
there are great advantages in not tying down Government. As regards 
the second Judge, a Judge from Howrah or Ilooghlv would usually bo 
employed; but it may be inconvenient to take him aWay if he is trying 
an important case, and it may be most convenient at times to put the 
Legal Remembrancer on the board, lie lias lieen employed on that sort 
of work before. Therefore, except in the case of Alipore, for the pur* 
pose of obtaining a senior Judge, I would deprecate the Council tying 
down the hands of Government in any wav. That, deals with the 
amendment of Rni Niburan Chandra Dns Gupta Bahadur. 

As regards the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Duttn substituting 
” ten ” for tbe word ” five ” I would remiird Babu Indu Bhushan Dutla 
that a civilian Judge with three yeais’ experience is considered to be 
experienced enough to go into the High Court, and a subordinate Judge 
with five years’ experience is considered undei the Government of India 
Act to Ik* fit for the High Court. Surely if a man of that experience is con- 
sidered suitable to be appointed a High Court Judge, he is ex|*‘rienoed 
enough to deal with the papers relating to badmashes of this kind. 

I would point out to Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta that he is probably 
confusing “ service” with ” judicial service.” The Bill, as it stands, 
makes it necessary that the second Judge shall be one who has served 
as such for a period of not less than five years, that is to say, if he is 
on I.C.S. man, he has probably put in 12, 13 or 15 years’ service. He 
must have five years’ actual service as a Judge irrespective of his train- 
ing or service as a Magistrate. There is another slight incidental 
objection; if this amendment were accepted it would put difficulties in 
the way of appointing to this board an Indian Judge recruited from the 
bar. Take the case of the Alipore Judge, Mr. K. C. Nag. TTnder this 
amendment h$ would have to serve 10 years before he can be appoint*! * 
to tbe board. 
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Co „ ffie main amendments which stand in the name of Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu, and Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, as I have 
already said, there is no question of principle involved in my opposi- 
tion, though 1 do strongly object to overweighting the advisory board. 
Therefore, whatever we do, 1 would urge the Council not to have three 
men on the board. 

As regards the appointment of a non-official legal practitioner of 
the board, personally I have no objection whatever. But I imagine 
that the reason why it did not occur to us to put him, apart from the 
objection which has been urged in this Council by at least one member, 
was that there is only one Chief Presidency Magistrate and we have 27 
Judges and so it would bo easier to get one Judge out of 27 than the 
only Chief Presidency Magistrate. 

As regards the appointment of a non-official legal practitioner of 
15 years’ standing, I have already spoken on the subject and given my 
reasons why I prefer to adopt the proposals of the Select Committee. 
Since then I have been informed by one who ought to know that it 
would he practically impossible to get a legal practitioner of 15 years’ 
standing to sit on the board either free or for a remuneration which we 
gave in the case of special tribunal Judges, that is, Rs. 50 a day. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has an inadequate idea of the 
amount of work that is going to he involved. It is not merely a question 
of sitting down and saying — “ I do not like the look of that fellow, 
let him be sent out of Calcutta.” The Judges will have to go through 
the papers and also to see whether there is sufficient evidence or whether 
further evidence is required. I am afraid it is not a case of half an 
hour or an hour’s work occasionally, it is going to take a very consider- 
able time as there is a lar^e number of these goondas. 

In conclusion I repeat again that there is no question of principle 
involved in my opposition, but the amendments do not seem to me as 
good as the original proposal. • 

Rai HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I put a question to the 
Hon’hle the Member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, only a question. 

Rai HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: The Hon’ble the Member objects 
to the appointment of three members to the board, but if there we»re 
only two members and if they happened to differ, what would happen 
in such cases? 

Tht Hon’bto H. L. STEPHENSON: I think we have a separata 

amendment on this point and I will deal' with that when the time 
comes. 
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Hm 

Hr. PRESIDENT: Rai Dr, Haridhan Dutt Bahadur asked for per-, 
suasion to alter his amendment in the following form. It is merely a 
change of phraseology, the substance remains the same: — 

“ That clause 5 be amended by the omission in sub-clause ( 1 ) in 
line 6 of the words 4 two advising Judges ’ to the end of 
the clause and the substitution of the following words: — 

4 Three advising Judges, of whom one shall be the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, one shall be a 
District and Sessions Judge of Alipore or Howrah, 
and one shall be a non-official legal practitioner of 
at least 15 years’ standing.’ ” 

The amended motion was then put and a division was taken, with 
the following result : — 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Altai* Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
All, Munthl Amir. 

Arhantuddln, Mauhrl Khandakar. 

Banerjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

Baau, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bhatlaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Kltherl Mahan. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 

Choardhurv, Maulvl Fallal Karim. 

Oas, Babu Bhlihmedev. 

Oat Cupta, Rai Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Dasa, Rai Bahadur Pyarf Lai. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Cheat, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 

Huq* Mauhrl Ekramul. 

Karim* Mauhrl FattuL 


Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Makramall, Munahl. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu larat Chandra. 
Mulllck, Babu Nlrode Behary. 

Naaker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Bhlb thekhareaarar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krlahna Chandra. 
Rlahl, Babu Raalk Chandra. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krlahna. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyproaad llngh. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan «ln«h. 
Roy. Raja Manlloll llngh. 
lalam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdua. 
Sarfcar, Babu dogeah Chandra. 

•arkar, Babu Rlahlndra Nath. 


NOFS. 


Ahmed* Mauhrl Ataharuddln. 

M, Munahl Ayufc. 

Baser Jea, the Hon’blt Hr lurendra Nath. 
Btrtay* Mr. L. 

Beta* Mr. t. M. 

Ch audhu rl, Mauhrl Ihmh Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Han’ble the Nawab Balytd 
Raurab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Marka, Btr Reginald. 

Ohara* Major-General B. M. 

Bay, Mr. C. C. 

Donald* the Hentue Mr. 4. 

P e ne van* Mr. 4. 4, 

Smarten* Mr. T. 

Pareemi, Mr. K. & M. 

Farm tar, Mr. 4. OampbotL 
Qhaae* Mr. ft. c. 

Goode, Mr. B. W. 

Marmo* Mr. W. W. 

Mr. Q. # T. 

The Ayes being 35 end the 


Khan, Maulvl Md. Ra**ut Uddln. 
Lang, Mr. 4. 

Maharajadhfraja Bahadur at Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MeAlplit, Mr. M. C. 

Mltur, the Han’ble Mr. F. C. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhan. 
Mukherjl, Profeiter I. C. 

Prentlaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Han’ble Sir Abd-*r. 

Nay, Rai Bahadur Upendra LaL 
Ray, Mr. a N. 

Rey* Mr. 4. N. 

Ik Inner, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hen’Me Mr. N. L. 
CtuarLWHtlame, Mr. I. C. 

VIBItra, Mr. F. E. E. 


37, the motion was lost. 
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i Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I want to make it quite clear to 
the hon’ble members that five minutes or six minutes at the outside is 
allowed for passing through the lobbies. If the hon’ble members 
choose to remain in conversation instead of going to the lobbies next 
time, the doors will be locked at the conclusion of the allotted time and 
they will not be allowed to vote. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The motion standing in the name of Babu Jatin- 
dra Nath Basu, being identical with that of Rai l>r. Ilaridhan Putt 
Bahadur, falls to the ground. 

The motion standing in the name of Babu lndu Bhushan Dutta was 
then put and lost. 

The motion staining in the name of Rai Ni Imran Chandra Das Gupta 
Bahadur was then put and lost. 

The following motion standing in the name of Mr. A joy Ohumlor 
Putt l>eing absent, w r as, in the absence of the member deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 5(2), lines 1 and T, for the word ‘shall * in the 
two places in which it occurs the following bo substituted, 
namely: ‘ may also, if they think fit.’ ” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The following amendment standing in the name 
of Rai Niburan Chandra Pas Gupta Bahadur falls to the ground: 

“ That in clause 5(2), line 4, after the word ‘ representation/ 
the words ‘or the cause shown ’ be insei tod.” 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitrn Bahadur, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — * 

“ That in clause 5(2), line 5, after the word ‘ person/ the words 
‘ or by an agent of the ]ierson ’ be inserted.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARES WAR RAY: I move that in clause 

5(2), line 8, after the words “ information, if any/’ the words “ and 
may examine witnesses ” l>c inserted. 

My amendment has the effect of enabling the Judges, if they think 
necessary, to examine fitnesses. This clause as’ it stands at present 
maketf the advising Judges always look up to the local Government for 
whatever information might happen to come dribbling down to them 
from the executive, which in this case, is merely the police. The 
advising Judges are absolutely fettered : they cannot of their own 
motion do anything, even if they are of the deliberate opinion that the 
interests of justice require something more than being merely police- 
fed. My suggestion in the amendment is that if on the perusal of a 
^ report the Judges think that it would be proper to have the important 
witnesses examined by themselves, then they should be empowered to 
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do 80. My amendment is a merely enahling one, the examination 
witnesses rests solely in the discretion of the Judges. I hope that the 
Hon’ble Member will not oppose this very mild amendment. For 
his opposition would only betray his lack of faith in the discretion of 
the advising Judges. We all know, Sir, that statements of witnesses 
may sometimes look very fair and convincing on paper, but their falsity 
is often detected when a few questions are put to those witnesses from 
their demeanours, from their shufflings and prevarications. Sir, the 
idea that it might encumber the Judges and introduce complication in 
their duties is, if I may be permitted to say so, frivolous. Justice and 
human liberty are immeasurably superior to such inconveniences. I 
do hope the Hon'ble the Member in charge will not opjioNc this very 
simple safeguard against a jierpetratioM of injustice. I yoed hardly add 
that I do not suggest any cross-examination on behalf -of the accused. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: With regard to this amend- 
ment there is no question whether 1 trust a Judge or not. I certainly 
trust the Judges. These Judges have sufficient (lower to call for any 
further information that they may require. If the member thinks that 
this is not sufficient, I will not have any objection to giving them 
power to call witnesses, but in that case, I would put in the proposed 
amendment after the word “ information ” and before the words 
44 if any.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Older, order! The amendment as nslrafted has 
taken a slightly different form. The question therefore is that clause 5 
be amended by the omission in line 8 of sub-clause ('J) of nil the words 
after the words 44 if any ” down to the word 44 rejH>rt M in line 10 and by 
the substitution therefor of the following words— “ and may examine 
such witnesses, if any, as shall appear to them to be necessary to enable 
them to tender their advice on the report.” 

The amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 move that in clause 5 (2), 
line 10 — 

(i) f or the word 44 may ” the word 44 shall ” be subsf ituted ; and 

(it) the words 44 if they think fit ” be omitted. 

This amendment would have the effect of enabling the accused 
person to appear as a matter of right before the Judges. It is unthink- 
able that a man should be condemned in his absence. Even an extra- 
ordinary measure like the Uoondas Hill should not lie so framed as to be 
unduely harsh and unjust. The Hon’ble the Member has in course of the 
debate" asked us not to encumber these Judges with various duties. 
Sir, I am sorry to say that it only betrays a very unfortunate thing, a 
temperament which is prone to shirk the essential duties. For what 
should be tH# proper duties of these advising Judges? What is Abe 
purpose in having them, in making provisions for them? Is it not ip 
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||jed that justice is done and proper advice tendered to the local Govern- 
ment? And should not the Judges, in the furtherance Of justice, 
cheerfully undergo all such troubles? The mentality that has been 
evinced to-day makes me fear that it might be catching, and the Judges 
might take the cue from the Hon’ bio the Member and always exercise 
their discretion in lessening their own troubles, no matter what happens 
to the poor accused. It is therefore that there is all the more reason that 
the discretion of the Judge should be so guided as to allow in every case 
an opportunity to the alleged goonda to have his version properly 
represented to the Judge by himself. Any opjjosition to this primary 
right of a man to defend his ease personally can only be construed as 
a license to the perpetration of an abominable high-handedness in the 
sacred name of justice. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu 8urentfra Nath Ray): I have 
very great pleasure in su parting this amendment. I really cannot 
understand why an accused person, be he a goonda or an honest man, 
should l>c deprived of his right to apjxuir before bis Judge and represent 
his grievances or his case l>efore him. It is a well-known fact, pro- 
bably known to everybody here, that in all criminal cases the accused 
has to apj>ear before the trying Magistrate unless be himself wants not 
to appear before him and wants to be excused from personal attendance. 
Why should not this simple amendment l>e accepted by Government? 
I hope Government will see its way to accept it. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to sup|X)rt this amend- 
ment. It is inconceivable that in these days of culture and civilization, 
when liberty is the watchword, a man should be condemned unheard. 
Even in the days of the Court of Star Chamber the accused had the 
right to appear l>efore the Judges. So I do not think that Govern- 
ment should object to this amendment. I quite appreciate the Hon'ble 
the Member's remarks, that goondaism is a serious disease; it is cancer 
which requires heroic treatment. But 1 am afraid that in our zeal to 
Operate we may kill the patient and then repent like a rash surgeon 
that though the operation was successful the patient died of heart 
failure; we must not encroach upon the liberty of the people in trying 
to stamp out goondaism from Calcutta. 

Baby AM ULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in support- 
ing this amendment. However guilty an accused might be, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that he should be allowed an opportunity to defend 
himself. It is the British sense of justice which demands it. We can- 
not come to a correct conclusion unless and until we hear both the 
jwrties. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I am opposed to 
th e drastic provisions of this Bill, but I am bound to say 4haf here the 
word 'may.” would ordinarily mean "shall,” but my friends there 
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«» anxious that this “ may ” should be changed to “ shall," and I 
therefore consider that the Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson should agree to* 
this. 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: Personally I am in favour 

of giving discretion to the advising Judges. It seems to me that they 
are in a better position to decide whether it is a wavste of time to see 
the accused or not. The motion seems to me to transfer the distrust 
generally reserved for the executive to the judieiury. The mover has 
not, as I have, seen this ltogues* gallery of *W4 photographs. I can 
solemnly assure him that not a single one of them in that Hogues’ gallery 
will not do himself infinite harm by apj>earing before the Judge. But 
there seems to be a certain amount of feeling in favour of this amend- 
ment in the Council. It is not a matter of principle at all, and 1 should 
be perfectly prepared to accept it with the addition of the words “ if 
he so desires.” Otherwise there may he complications and the 
goonda may say afterwards that although he did desire, he was not 
given an opportunity. 

The section will then run as follows: — 

” They shall also give to the person against whom the re}>ort has 
Wen made, if he so desires, an oppoitumty of appearing 
in person, etc., etc.” 

Is the mover willing to accept that Y 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I think I should accept 
that. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT : The question before the House is that clause 
5(2), be amended by the substitution in line 10 of the word ** shall ” 
for the word ” may ” and further by the omission of the words ” if thejf 
think fit ” in the same line and furl liei b> the addition after the word 
“ made ” in line 11 of the words “ if he so desires.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Kni Fnnindralal 
De Bahadur was covered by the previous decision — 

“ That in clause 5(2), lines 10 and 11, for the words ‘ They may 
also, if they think fit, give to the person against whom the 
report has been made,’ the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

* They shall also give to the person against whom the 
report has been made, if he so desires.’ ” 

The following amendments standing in the name of MV. Ajoy 
Chunder Thitt were, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with* 
drawn : — 

' u That in # clause 5(2), line 12, after the words i of appearing in 
person ’ the words * or by pleader 9 be inserted/' 
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“ That in clause 5(2), line 13, for the word 1 may ’ the word 
‘ shall ’ be substituted. 

“ That in clause 5(2), lines 13 and 14, after the words * at the 
, instance of that person * the words ‘ or his pleader * be 

• inserted.” 

Bflbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg leave to withdraw the follow- 
ing amendment standing in my name: — 

“ That in clause 5(2), line 15, after the words ‘ may support that 
explanation * the words ‘ or may rebut the report * be 
inserted.” 

The amendment was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 move that clause 5(2) 
(a) bo omitted. It runs as follows : — 

“ Nothing in this section shall be deemed to entitle the. person 
whose case is lie fore the advising Judges to apf>ear or be 
represented befoie them by pleader, nor shall the Ix>cal 
Government l>e so entitled.” 

This proviso is absolutely iniquitous. No doubt the public need 
protection from the goondns, but do not the ]>ersons alleged to Imj 
goondas need protection Indore they are adjudged to be such Y Knowing 
as some of us do the nature of the jxdice and the condition of the general 
mass, w T e are pretty sure that most of the persons who would actually 
l>c hauled up would Ik* the poor illiterate. They mostly would not be 
able even to understand the nature of the proceedings against them, 
and as for representing their case, they would be the last persons to 
Jlo it properly. Even* educated people, when they are themself 
accused, require the help of able lawyers to represent them. Most of us 
here know that even in matters which are not before any court, but 
which require proj>er represent at ion ‘before the officials, how we require 
the help of lawyers to do it. In these cases they do not appear in their 
legal capacity but only act as our agents or representatives. Here in 
the case of goondas too, we only require them to act as such. Lawyers, 
in spite of all their faults, and in spite of all the silly abuses heaped on 
them, are a very useful body of ]>eople. They by their training and 
habit know how to place things projw'rly and to express clearly the 
defects and blemishes of the opposite jwint of view. If the alleged 
goondas be deprived of their assistance, I am afraid they through 
their ignorance and confusion would misrepresent or fail to represent at all 
their own cases , and thus meet with an undeserved punishment. I 
cannot understand the mentality of the Hon’ble the Member when he 
first bans the presence of the accused person before the Judges. How- 
l er, I |m glad that he has changed his attitude. Now I think that die 
is afraid that the lawyers of goondas will be something formidable and 
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should be avoided. Are we seriously to understand that the Judges 
might be afraid of the goondas too? Should they also quail before the 
lawyers, who are as a rule enlightened and harmless people? They are 
not goondas, whatever they might bo. I hojH> that the House will agree 
with me in deleting — I might say — the mischievous clause. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur, do 
you wish to speak? We shall also take the next two motions. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: 1 am surprised 
to find that an embargo is going to be put on lawyers and jmrtioularly 
pleaders. Of course though t he procedure laid down is very summary, 
I do not think that there is any reason for putting in “ clause (a) n 
simply to exclude pleadeis, localise goondas generally do .not Ixdong to 
universities. They come from a class of people, who are unable to make 
any “ representation ” whatsoever, and the Hon’ble mover of this 
Bill has already told us that the word “representation ” is compre- 
hensive enough and he might make any lepresentation. The expression 
“ to show cause ” is much better than “ to make a re presentation/’ and 
such a representation is not likely to be made projiorly and adequately 
by a goonda himself. Of course, there may lx* a very learned goon da, 
but, generaly sinking, ordinary gomidus canot make proper rept'esenta- 
tions. There should be someliody to make some representation on bis 
behalf, and if a pleader is so much dreaded because he wastes the time 
of the court by putting unnecessary questions to witnesses, where there 
will be no evidence, there is no chance of any pleader wasting the 
court’s time. He will simply apjiear for the goonda taking instruc- 
tions from him and submit a representation to the advising Judges. 
I do not think that there is any harm in that. Why a pleader — even 
a third person, an educated man who can prepare a “ jxdition ” may 
make a submission about the goonda. I think that he will lx* also 
quite competent to appear for him as his agent. Instead of a pleader, 
if he be so objectionable, it may lie put down as agent. If that is 
acceptable to the hon’ble mover, I think that it would serve all pos- 
sible purposes, and objections to the apjiearatice of anybody else before 
these advising Judges should not he raised. 

Bftbu 4ATINDRA NATH BA8U: When von are entrusting the 
trial of cases against goondas to a qualified tribunal, I do not see why 
you should not leave it to the same tribunal to decide as to what, kind 
of hearing they will give to the accused person. . It may be necessary 
for the tribunal to have certain vague and indistinct circumstanced 
elucidated by evidence or by a personal explanation by the accused or 
any representative of his. The Bill should not make* it impossible for 
the tribunal to have the assistance jt might require. While the Bill 
provides for the limitation of the liberty of the individual, it should not 
at the aame time limit the discretion of the 'court. Further, having 
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regard to the amendment which the hon’ble mover has accepted to 
clause 5 (2) by which the right is given to the accused person to appear 
if he so desires, if sub-section (2) (a) is allowed to stand as it is, it will 
conflict with the amendment that has been passed. I would therefore 
ask the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill to consider whether 
this amendment should be accepted. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Fanindralal 
De Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“That in clause 5 (2) (a), line 3 the words ‘appear or’ be 
omitted.” 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: After the observations 
made by the previous speakers, I do not think that very many words are 
necessary in support of my amendment. I need only point out that 
while the previous ones only take away the disabling clause, my amend- 
ment only puts it in an enabling form. It has been rightly said that 
there is absolutely no reason why an accused under this Act should not 
be allowed even to appear by a pleader. Sir, this Act provides for such 
a drastic punishment ns dej>ortation. It provides for an extra-judicial 
procedure such as trial in camera, if revision of the records by two 
judges can at all l>e called a trial. . It gives wide berth to the rules of 
law, esj>ecially to those of the Evidence Act. Even if under these 
circumstances you do not allow an accused to be represented by a pleader, 
is it not going too far? Is it not denying him every assistance and 
facility to represent his case? As my friend, Rai Nibaran Chandra 
I)as Gupta Bahadur, has very rightly pointed out, the goondas are not 
always learned men, and it will be simply shutting them out from 
enteriug any defence at all. It will he making it impossible for them 
to represent their case if you do not allow them to appear or to be 
represented by a pleader. At least , if you concede this much only, 
you take away nothing from this Bilk All the other provisions stand, and 
I do not think that the objects of this Bill could in any way be frustrated 
if only this concession was made. 

I move that in clause 5(2) (a) for the word “ entitled ” in the 
two places in which it occurs, the word “ disentitled ” be substituted." 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: Unlike the great Lord Clive, who was 
surprised at his own moderation, I stand amazed at the moderation of 
those gentlemen who have seen fit to move this amendment. It seems 
to me that it would have been so much simpler for everyone, if they 
moved an amendment to withdraw the Bill entirely. Here we are 
facing a Bill which is meant definitely to short-circuit, so far as it is 
consistent with justice, the ordinary process of law on the one hand, 
while on the other we have members, presumably intelligent members, 
4ryitg to introduce an amendment which will absolutely defeat the veiy 
object for which the Bill has been introduced. I have none of t hose 
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fahe feelings of tenderness towards the goondas which have been so 
much in evidence during the ]>asi two days. I entirely agree with the 
amendment that has just been carried and which was put forward by 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay to the effect that the accused or the 
alleged misdemeanant should have the chance of appearing before his 
Judges; but surely to go further and to say that the process should 
take on the full form of law is utterly to defeat the essentials of the 
Bill which we are here considering. Indeed it seems to me that the 
improvidence with which a certain section of the House is dealing with 
the goonda question is very like a story 1 once hemd about an improvi- 
dent oyster. There lived an oyster, a foolish and an extremely thought- 
less oyster. He used occasionally to peep out of his shell to hih' how 
things were going on. In spite, however, of the advice of his fellows 
that he should pay more attention to the dangers round him, he refused 
to alter his habit of merely occasionally having a look out. Well, one 
day this improvident oyster jkh*|hm1 out of the slid] to find himself on 
a table with a bottle of champagne on one side and a bottle of red 
pepper on the other, a bottle of vinegar in front and a knife at bis 
throat. It seems to me that the spirit in which a certain section of 
the House is now approaching this goonda question is not unlike that 
with which the oyster viewed the question of the dangers which sur- 
rounded him. We must realize that the essence of this Bill, is that it 
should empower Government to deal with the goonda question in as 
summary a manner as is consistent with justice; and that any attempt 
to turn it into the ordinary process of law must obviously defeat this 
purpose. 

Bobu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: We are very grateful to 
Mr. Villiers for trying to ke«q> us amused by his laboured attempts at 
sarcasm at this time of the day. 1 think that his habit of flying over the 
heads of |>eople has made him forget the practical difficulties of the 
law courts; that is why he cannot see the absolute urgency of an amend- 
ment like this. As I am not a lawyer myself, I hojx» that it will not 
be suspected that when supporting this amendment, I am only tawing 
to increase my field of activities. Nothing of the sort. Without 
being a lawyer, I find great difficulty in representing my case liefore a 
court; and how much more difficult it would be for an ordinary, ignorant 
man to put his case clearly; and even a goonda ought to try to defend 
himself, to put his case succinctly and clearly before the court. So, 
it ia all the more necessary that he should be given u chance to defend 
himself. It is the first elementary principle of all English law, and 1 
hope that the Hon’ble Member lias not forgotten those principles of 
English law. 

TfcB Hon'bto Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80M: In the first place, I claim 
Babn Jatindra N^th Basu as my supporter. The Bill, as it stands, pro^ 
Tides exactly what he says we ought to provide, It gives the Judges 
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the power to hear pleaders if they think it necessary. It leaves the dis- 
cretion with the Judges, and we have met his washes in every possible 
way. I shall therefore claim his vote. 

• There seems to be a certain amount of misapprehension about this. 
The clause which is objected to Hays “ provided that nothing in this 
section shall be deemed to entitle a person whose case is before the 
advising Judges to apj)ear or be represented before them by a pleader, 
uor shall the Local Government l>e so entitled.” In the first place, 
this does not in any way hamper the discretion of the Judges. They 
can, if they like, allow a pleader. They can, if they like, ask 
Government to bo represented by a pleader. In the second 
place, nothing in this section prevents a goonda from employ- 
ing a pleader to draw' up his representation which be submits to the 
advising Judges. That ought to meet Hai Nibarau Chandra Das Gupta 
Bahadur’s point, and I think that it really meets all the other points 
that have been raised. What is it that the pleader has to put before 
the advising Judges? How is he to help the goornla? Surely the 
important thing is the representation that the goonda makes to the 
advising Judges. There is nothing to prevent legal aid there. If a 
pleader does appear before the advising Judges on behalf of a goonda, 
what, is he going to do? He cannot see the evidence, he cannot hear 
witnesses, what is he to do? What representation is he to make? 
How is he to help the goonda? As has been pointed out, the House 
has deliberately come to the conclusion that m dealing with this menace, 
we have got to have executive procedure and they have delilierately 
discarded judicial procedure. Why then cling to the judicial techni- 
calities? The pleader ran do nothing to help the goonda in the court. 
All In* can do is to make a speech. He cannot test the e\idence. He 
cannot examine t lie witnesses and he does not even know who the 
witnesses are. All he can do is to put into legal language, his own 
language, what the goonda wishes to say. He can do this when he 
drafts the representation of a goonda. The objection I have to this pro- 
jtosnl is, firstly, that it is useless allowing the pleaders to come in as a 
rigtft ; secondly, that if you have the pleaders in, all the niceties of 
legal technicalities will inevitably follow, and that is what the House, 
1 understand, undoubtedly wishes to avoid. They wish to cut them- 
selves free from legal technicalities which have prevented their dealing 
with file evil before. Therefore both on the ground that the amendment- 
would be useless and also on the ground that it would be unnecessary, 
I opi>ose it. 

Supposing the amendment is carried, wdiat will be the effect? Had 
any of these legal gentlemen who moved the amendment, considered 
what the effect would be? Personally I have not the remotest idea. I 
do not know whether it would mean that the Judges would be forced 
-to heal’ the pleaders or whether it would leave mattejs just as they 
were. Personally I am inclined to think that it would leave matters 
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as they were. It would leave the discretion to the Judges to hear the 
pleaders or not. I think, however, that it is more straightforward, if we 
do not wish the pleaders to come in as a matter of right, to say so 
definitely in the Act. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I put one question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please! 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The Rou ble Mr. Stephen- 

son was in charge of internment proceedings. At that time did he not 
find the lawyers very helpful ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order! I thought that you were going 
to ask a pertinent question. 

The amendment of Kumar Shit) Shekhareswar Ray wgs then put and 
a division taken, with the following result : — 

AYE8. 


Buddy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wa»lmuddln. 
Ahmad, Munahl Jalar. 

All, Mr. Byed Erfan. 

Ml, Munshl Amir. 

8anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Barma, Ral fahlb Panohanan. 

Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Chowdhury, Maulvl Fallal Karim 


I Da», Babu Bhlfthmadtv. 

Da* Cupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Ohandra. 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Ohota, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chundtr. 
Karim, Maulvl Fazful. 

! Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud dln. 

| Makramall, Munthl. 

! Mukharjl, Proleator I. C. 
i Mukhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
Mulllok, Babu Nlrodc Behary. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Bhekharatwar. 

. Rlthl, Babu Ratlk Chandra. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Maulvl Azaharuddln. 

All, Mr. Byed Naslm. 

All, Munahl Ayub. 

Banarjaa, the Hon’bla Sir Burandra Nath. 
Banorjoo, Ral Bahadur Atolnash Chandra. 
Blrlay, Mr. L. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Bhah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'bla the Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Rahmatjan. 

Clarka, fir Reginald. 

Man, Mr. D. 4. 

Calvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currta, Mr. W. C. 

Dat, Mir. B. R. 

Dear*, Majar-Oanaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. 4. 

Donovan, Mr. 4. T. 
imartan, Mr. T. 

Parra* tar, Mr. 4. CampbaK. 

Gaada, Mr. 8. W. 


| Hornell, Mr. W. W. 

Huntinglord, Mr. C. T. 

| James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford, 
i Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

; Lang, Mr. J. 

Law, Raja Raabao Cato. 

! Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'bla tha. 

! Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

! Mukharjet, Babu Nltya Dhan. 

! Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Blr Abdur-. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlth 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Bljeyproftbd Bingh. 
i Roy, Mr. C. N. 

I Roy, Mr. J. N. 

1 Roy, Raja ManlloN flngh. 

Balam, Khan Sahaduf Maulvl AMw. 
Bk Inner, Mr. H. E. 

Btephcnton, the Hon’bla Mr. H. L. 

I Btuart-Wllliamt, Mr. S. C. 

VIIHm, Mr. f. E. E. 


The Ave« being 24 and the Noes 47, the motion was lost. 


[At this rftage (5 p.m.) Mr. Deputy-President took the Chair.]* 1 


SO a # 
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The motion standing in the name of Rai Harendranath Chaudhun 
wt ih then put and lost. 

Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: In the absence of 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, I beg to move, with your per- 
mission, the amendment which stands in his name, viz. — 

“ That clause 5(2) (<•) be omitted. ” 

This clause runs: — 

“ The advising Judges shall not he bound to observe the rules of 
evidence and shall not |>erniit the putting of any question 
which may endanger the safety of any individual. ” 

As regards the lultei part, there may not be much objection; but 
the first part is absolutely indefensible. We have been told to-day 
that trial under the If ill is not to be a legal trial. Therefore pleaders 
cannot be engaged. Now, Sir, there are certain elementary things 
which ought to be remembered in this connection. 1 have written 
a note on this point. It is as follows: — 

The Goonda is after all a human being having the rights of a 
British subject. You are aware that the British Habeas Corpus Act 
applies to the citizens of Calcutta. The Goonda Act will apply both 
to Englishmen and to Indians. There are EurojK*an goondas in 
Calcutta. Will anv Englishman agree that there shall lie a ]K*rmanent 
law’ abrogating the Habeas Corpus Act? The right to be tried openly 
in a court of justice was secured by the Great ('barter on the memorable 
15th of June, 1215. Tt declared against all tyrants that “ no free man 
shall be seized or imprisoned or dispossessed or outlawed or in anv wav. 
brought to ruin; we will not go against anv man nor send against him 
save by legal judgment «>f his peers or by the law of the land. To no 
man will we deny justice.” To no man, says the sovereign of the 
British Empire, ” will we deny justice.” The Star Chamber that was 
* established, which practically overrode the Charter, was abolished by the 
revolution in England. The defence of the realm in a time of war may for 
n time lead to extraordinary procedure for punishment and deportation. 
A few^ goondas in the town of Calcutta are not such a menace to the 
State that for them the great principles of liberty and justice should be 
jeopardized. There arc goondas in every city in Europe, and they are 
infinitely more dangerous than the goondas of Calcutta. Before the 
bold feats of Eurcqiean goondas the acts of the Calcutta goonda are tame 
nnd cowardly. But nowhere have such drastic measures been employed. 
These are considered necessary in Calcutta on account of the supine- 
ness of the }K>lioe. The Government before the Reforms would not 
do this. The Reformed Council of the so-called representatives of the 
people is required to do it. We should refuse to be parties to this pro- 
ce^pre, ^This is practically giving the power to the police r to deport any 
suspected or«disagreeable person to be got rid of. Why, I ask, should 
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not an accused person be entitled to produce witnesses ? Why should 
ho not be allowed to engage pleaders to protect him against perjury? 
W y should he not be tried in oj.cn court and allowed to cross-examine 
witnesses \\ by should not the rules of relevant,- of evidence apply 
to him? Ibis is denying to him the right of trial. This is denying to 
him the right to justice. Sir, I know, and everyone here knows, that 
no man here is safe against lK-rjurers and forgerers that reign supreme 
in the land. I know, and everybody knows to his own cost, that no 
family is safe, no character is safe, the honour of no man or woman, 
however noble, is safe m this country. False evidence and rumours 
set about by malicious men hold the day. The most powerful novel of 
modern Bengal, the “ Pallisumaj,” vividly describes the life tragedies 
of innocent men and pure women whose characters are blasted by false 
evidence. In this state of things, to leave the honour and character 
of men in the custody of the Jiolice officer and the police informer would 
he suicidal. I know how even trials in courts of law lead to grave iujus, 
tice m a large number of cases. But still there is some safety, liens 
there will he none, (ioondas are few in number. The up-country 
goondas will soon go nmlcrgiouml. But our countrymen have, against 
the first intentions ot the Government which only dealt with iijM-nuntry 
men, brought in here Bengalis also within the meshes of this drastic 
law— law it is not— it is merely an unlawful desjiotic regulation. If will 
bring many innocent men to grief, J am sure. All safeguards should 
he provided to avoid the iM-rpel ration of grave injustice to our fellow- 
men. 1 therefore strongly recommend this Council to reject the lawless 
procedure contained in this section by rejecting it altogether. We 
shall refuse to he dealt with other Hum ns British subjects with the * 
right to open trial and justice enjoyed by British citizens in England. 

1 ought to draw the attention of the Government to section 4!)| of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, which mil bodies flic provisi.ms of the' 
Habeas Corpus Act. that unless and until this Act is excluded from its 
operation, as the State Prisoners Act and other similar Acts and Regula- 
tion* are specifically excluded, the Act will have no effect. The Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code shall have first to lie amended. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I venture to think that 
Rai Jogendra Ohunder Ghose Bahadur is a little lute in the day. The 
impassioned sja-eeb which we have just heard from him ought surely 
to have been delivered in the Council before it decided to have this 
Bill at all. If these Judges are to be bound by the rules of evidence, 
then the whole of the Bill will go by the board. The intention of 11m 
House is, ns I understand it, to set up a special executive procedure for 
dealing with these men. If. in this executive procedure, the presiding 
Judges are bound in every respect by the rules of evidence, by ordinary 
‘judicial proeislure, then we might as' well leave things as they are. I, 
therefore, oppese the amendment. — 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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[At this stage the Hon’ble the President took the Chair.] 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: I move that 
at the end of clause 5 (4) the following be added, namely: — 

“ In case the two advising Judges do not agree in their conclusions, 
the Local Government may accept any one of them, as may 
appear to be reasonable and fair.” 

This is simply meant to supply an omission. I do not think I need 
make any speech on the amendment. I do not find throughout the body 
of this Act any express provision for that emergency, namely, when the 
advising Judges disagree. When two conclusions conflict with each 
other, what is the Government to do? It has got to do something; and 
so, 1 suggest that in the event of a disagreement between the tw'o Judges, 
the local Government may accept any one of them, as may appear to be 
reasonable and fair. My amendment simply supplies an omission. 
These are eventualities which should be contemplated. 

B«bu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment. I do not think that a sj>eriul provision is at all necessary. These 
Judges are merely advisory Judges and they will send their resj^ctive 
advice to Government, and Government will be bound to accept one and 
reject the other in case of difference. The sum and substance of the 
whole judgment will be to put an end to the activities of the goondas. 
As the final decision rests with Government, it will naturally accept the 
decision of that judge with the judgment of whom they will agree. 
So this amendment is unnecessary and superfluous. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I entirely agree with the 
mover of the amendment that if the two advising Judges disagree in their 
conclusions, Government must accept the one which api>ears to them to 
be right and proper, but I agree with the last speaker that there is no 
necessity to empower Government to do so. The Judges are advisory, 
and the Government have got to {fass some order on the cases before 
them; they can adopt either of the Judges’ conclusions that they like. 
As a matter of fact, in the case of the disagreeing Judges the proba- 
bility; is strongly in favour of Government accepting the acquitting 
view. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that in clause 
6(S), line 4, after the word “ Bengal ” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“ or that he is a member of a family which has definitely settled 
in Bengal and is himself so settled ” 

and that for the words “ that he and his father were born in Bengal ” 
at the |nd of the said sub-clause, the words “ his claim ” be substi- 
tuted. 
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I have made a little verbal change. This amendment is only to rectify 
what is apparently an oversight on the part of Government ; for in the 
next clause, clause a different provision is made in regard to a 
goonda whose family has definitely settled in Bengal, but how is the 
Government to decide the question. Unless the Judges have examined 
the case and given a finding on it? It is therefore necessary that the 
Judges should be empowered to go into the question of the domicile of 
the accused persons and come to a definite fiinding about it. I hoj>e the 
Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, who has been so very kind to-day to accept some 
of my amendments, will be able to see his way to accept this amend- 
ment also. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : The difference in wording 
between the two clauses w r as not altogether due to an oversight. The 
idea was that the Judges should go into the question whether the man 
and his father were born in Bengal or not. no* local Government 
ought to have a slightly wider discretion, and in the case of the Judges 
deciding that a purticuclar man had not succeeded in proving that he as 
well as his father were horn in Bengal, it would still be opm to the local 
Government to find that he was settled in Bengal and treat him as a 
Bengali. So there is a justification for this difference in wording. 
But there is eonsideiable forc-e in what the Kumar Sahib has said, t hut 
the Judges might consider themselves debarred from going into the 
question of domicile, or the accused might l>e prejudiced to a certain 
extent by not Wing allowed to raise the question of Wing settled in 
Bengal before the Judges. I am therefore prepared to accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following amendments standing in the name of Mr. A joy 
Chunder Dutt were, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“ That in clause 5(<5), line 4, for the words * both he and his father 
were horn in Bengal * the following he substituted, namely: — 

* that he has resided in Bengal for twenty years or more, or 
that he is a member of a family which has definitely 
settled in Bengal, and is himself so settled.’ ” 

“ That in clause 5 (J), lines T and 8, the words ‘ or the District Ma- 
gistrate, as the case may be ’ he omitted.” 

** That in clause 5(J), lines 11 and 12, for the words ‘ that he and 
his father were born in Bengal ’ the following he substituted, 
namely : — 

1 in accordance with the requirements of this section thjit 
# his residence is in Bengal.’ ” 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that after clause 6 (6), 
the following be added, namely: — - - 

“ (6) When the advising Judges disagree, the matter shall be 
referred to a High Court Judge (to be selected by the Chief 
Justice of the nigh Court of Calcutta) for opinion, and his 
opinion ^hall l>e regarded as the report or the conclusion 6f 
the advising Judges, as contemplated in section 6.” 

Though I have not the good fortune of basking in official favour 
like the Kumar Sahib to-day, still I have got the courage to bring for- 
ward this amendment. It is a very simple tiling, and contemplates a 
circumstance w ben the two advjsing Judges hapi>en to differ. 1 think 
that the safeguard that I propose should l>e inserted. A reference should 
be made to a High Court Judge when there is a difference of opinion 
between the two Judges, and I think it will be wise in such cases to 
be guided by the opinion of a reference Judge. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendment to the accept- 
ance of the House and Government. 

The Hon f ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: It strikes me as a little 
strange that llalm Indu Bhushan Dutta, who has just now declared that 
a person with the qualifications of n High Court Judge is not fit to be 
one of the advising Judges, should now' turn to the High Court Judge 
to Ik 1 an arbitrator between two advising Judges. But my first ground 
of objection is that it is j>erfeetly certain that t he High Court will not 
allow any Judge of theirs to be employed on this w r ork. It is not 
judicial work, but extra-judicial work, and I think that J have the • 
highest authority for saying that the Court would simply decline to 
allow’ any of its Judges to act in this way. Secondly, surely it is a little 
absurd, when you have already got two experienced judicial officers, to 
employ a most expensive third judicial officer in case of a disagreement 
between them; because after all, wfiat is the whole effect of the decision 
of these advising Judges? They arc only to advise the Government. It 
does not matter if they disagree. If they do, we shall have the advantage 
of both sides being put before us. It is not like) trying a man or inflicting 
a seutence of imprisonment, when you must have only one view from the 
Court. I think it will l>e exceedingly useful if the Judges put both 
views Jiefore Government. When the Government is in possession of 
the considered views of two judicial officers of experience, it is not 
necessary for us to ask the Chief Justice of the High Court to lend us 
another Judge to help us to come to a decision. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5, as amended, stand 
part ofihe Bill. 

"'The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT; The question is that clause 6 stand part of the 
Bill. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 mov^ that after clause 
6(/) (b) f the following he added, namely : — 

“ Provided that in the case of a person who is a member of a family 
which has definitely settled within the Presidency area and 
who is himself so settled, such jH*rson may, in tin* alterna- 
tive, be directed to furnish security pith or without sureties 
for good behaviour for such period and for such amount as 
may he stated in the order, to the satisfaction' of the Com- 
missioner of Police or the District Magistrate, as the case 
may !>e, and for failure to give satisfactory security or on 
cancellation of such security bonds, such jmmsoii shall be 
committed to prison for the period or the unexpired jieriod, 
as the case may be, the imprisonment being rigoious or 
simple as the Commissioner of Police or the District Magis- 
trate may direct.” 

My amendment is meant for those goon das who are domiciled in the 
Presidency area. It proposes to give them an opthn either to leave 
the place or to give two kinds of security for good behaviour and stay 
on with their families and try to reform themselves. The Select Com- 
mittee have taken into consideration the Bengali gonndus, hut unfoitu- 
nately they have overlooked the ease of the domiciled inhabitants uj what 
they have termed the Presidency area. Sir, all along this (ioomlas 
Bill has been treated and discussed as a preventive measure; and it lias 
been urged that we are not derogating from the fundamental principles 
of British justice by declaring that file ordinary procedure and the 
rules of evidence would not apply, as the object of the Bill itself is not 
punitive. T agree that it ma\ not cause a positive hardship, it may not 
be so harsh when the Government asks a non-Bengali to leave Bengal, for 
then he might go hack to his native place, and live the life of his 
forefathers. The same might also be possible in the case of the Bengalis 
even who are not residents of the Presidency area. I admit that by this 
removal from the field of temptations, by going hack to their native 
villages, they might even turn over a new leaf, and the presence of their 
friends and relations, whose opinions they must value, would act as normal 
and natural checks on their follies and vicious tendencies. I quite 
appreciate the possible salutary effect on the character of the alleged 
goondas when they are sent off to their native places. But, Sir, the 
$ifeet of these provisions would be quite the opposite on the character 
Of those who fyippen to be residents of the Presidency ami. Jf tbqy 
AXfe asked to move away from there, they cannot remain in their native 
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places and have got to go to strange lands and have to fend for them- 
selves in a land of strangers. The effect on their morals would be 
positively baneful, for there they have no friends and relatives to look 
after them. Further, the very fact of having been declared a goonda 
and sent away will make his new neighbours look down on him. It 
would be absolutely impossible for him to secure any honest employment, 
the necessary effect being that want and privations would drive him on 
to further crimes, and whatever sparks of morality and humanity might 
be still lingering in him would l>e extinguished. My amendment is 
intended to attempt at saving these human souls. Here, in the case 
of .a Calcutta goonda, I see that privations and want of sympathy w r ould 
compel him to leave the path of rectitude, however sincerely he might 
wish for his own reformation. lienee, Sir, I ask the House to make 
some provision for these unfortunate creatures who choose to stay in 
Calcutta. Let them not be banished from their native place. I sub- 
mit to the House that they should he bound down and asked to furnish 
two securities, as under the ordinary preventive sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. H might be urged then, Sir, that, as we have already 
found that the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code are not suffi- 
cient for the puijxise, it would not help the situation by having the 
goondas merely bound down. Put there is this difference. Crnler the 
Criminal Procedure Code there should lie a regular trial and witnesses 
can be examined and cross-examined, while under the Goondas Act we 
have no such thing. It makes the binding down of people much easier, 
and the object of protecting society from the ravages of goondas can as 
well be attained. 

The Hon' hie the Member can also urge that a binding down is a 
judicial function, and*the Goondas Bill is mainly intended to help an 
executive measure. Quite so, Sir, but is not banishment of local people 
vastly more punitive than a mere' binding down? Does not the execu- 
tive, by thus transporting jieople, Exercise a judicial function, no matter 
wlmt name it might be pleased to give it? Sir, my proposal also is not 
really lenient to the delinquent; but all that I intend to do, and all 
that 1 ask the House to do, is to let the alleged goonda have a chance 
to mend himself, and not to throw him adrift on the unsympathetic 
world, and there either, to die of starvation if he chooses to be honest, 
or to "immerse himself in greater and greater crimes till his last refuge 
be the scaffold. Sir, I know I cannot hope to carry this amendment in 
the teeth of Government opposition, the fate of the other amendments is 
sufficiently convincing, but I appeal to the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
to consider the matter from a broad, humanitarian point of view*. Should 
we send a native of Calcutta to a strange land amongst strangers to 
lead the life of a hunted criminal and hasten his doom, or should we 
not gi|re him a chance to reform himself in his native place under the 
influence of his family, bound down as he is to be of good behaviour? 
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The HOfl’We Mf. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I am much'' touched by 
the pathetic picture of the goonda struggling to reform himself and 
being, driven to the gallows by an unsympathetic world, but I am afraid 
the unkind extremist papers will say that the Kumar Sahib, after having 
done the hat trick, has been so much elated by having three amend- 
ments accepted, that he has decided to make it four by pitching the 
fourth amendment in an executive key. I am far from accusing the 
Kumar Sahib of wishing, by his amendment, to treat the goondu lenient- 
ly; on the contrary, in the Select Committee we considered this pro- 
posal which had been submitted to us from one or two quarters, and we 
came to the conclusion that it was not right to call upon a man to gi^e 
security with the alternative of rigorous imprisonment without giving 
him a trial. The root of the whole Bill is not punishment but preven- 
tion, and to call upon a man to give security to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner of Police, is practically giving him rigorous imprison- 
ment, because no security in Calcutta is of any use at all as a preventive 
measure. As 1 explained on previous occasions, sujHuvision in Calcutta 
is useless as a preventive measure to bring the goondu under control; 
we may tie him down to half-hourly reports at the thana, ho will still 
have leisure in between to commit a robbery in Burrahazar. Jn the 
same Way the taking of security from pleaders or bonds from a guarantee 
association would t>e of very little use. 1 have no doubt the goondas 
would themselves form a guarantee association, but that would not 
protect Calcutta against this evil. I therefore think that in the inter- 
ests of humanity, in spite of what the Kumar Sahib says, we ought to 
oppose this amendment. 

Tlie motion was then put and lost. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, in the absence of tin* member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

“ That at the end of clause G(^), the words ‘ without sufficient 
reasons ’ be added.” 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Fanindralal 
De Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to tie with- 
drawn : — 

“ That after clause G, the following be added, namely : — 

* When the Local Government are satisfied that a man 
against whom an order of deportation from Bengal 
or the Presidency area, as the case may be, has 
been made, is unable to pay the fare, railway, 
steamer or otherwise, incidental to his removal, 
they may bear this expenditure/ ” 
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The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder Dutt wan, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“ That after clause 0, the following be added, namely : — 

‘ Provided that in the event of the Local Government 
being unable to accept the opinion of the advising 
Judges as embodied in their report, they shall refer 
the matter in question to a Judge of the High 
Court for opinion, and such opinion shall be bind- 
ing upon the Local Government.’ ” 

t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause G stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 

Bin. _ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause S stand part of the 

Bill. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that in clause 8, line 2, 
for the figure “ 5" tike figure “ G ” l>e substituted. 

This amendment is merely to inculcate the principle that a man is not 
to he regarded guilty until he has Wen found so by a competent court. 
If this section is adopted as it is, il will mean that a man, simply because 
he has been hauled up by the police, will have to undergo the humilia- 
tion of piesenting himself to l>e photographed and having his finger 
impressions taken and such other things. This procedure is to be 
adopted before the judgment is given by the Government that he is 
really a goondn, and is. to W dealt with under this Act. I claim, at the 
hands of this Council, this consideration that a man, before he is actually 
found guilty under the Act, should not be supposed to V guilty, ami 
should be given the benefit of the doubt, and before he is actually 
ordered to be deported, he should not be actually put to these humilia- 
tions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am very glad to be able 
to gite Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta a ray of sunshine bv accepting his 
anmudmept. But I am afraid the graciousness of this concession in 
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somewhat discounted by the fact that the figure 5 is a clerical mistake; 
it ought to be 6. I thank him for having {minted out this error, and am 
prepared to accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajov Thunder 
Dutt was, in the absence of f lie meiu for, deemed to be withdrawn: — 
“ That in clause 8, lines 8 and 4, the words 4 or the District Magis- 
trate, as the case may be ’ be omitted.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: 1 move that 
at the end of clause 8 ( / / ) the words “ in case he is illiterate ” be added. 

My amendment is owing to the circumstances that a man has to go 
through two ordeals, his finger-impressions are to lx* takemand also his 
handwriting recorded. t)f course, scientifically both finger-prints and 
hand-writing, as far as they serve the purjxisc of identification, are prac- 
tically on the same level ; so, if a man is illiterate, then his finger-impres- 
sions can he taken, but if literate, 1 think, a specimen of his hand- 
writing would he quite sufficient. So I submit that in clause 8(n) 
the words 44 in case lie is illiterate ” lx* added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : There seems to be some 
misunderstanding on the part of the mover of the amendment. The 
object of having finger-prints recorded is that they are the most cer- 
tain means we have of identifying persons; they are much more cer- 
tain than handwriting, and apart from that, if you only take hand- 
writing, there is nothing to prevent a goonda, when he turns up again, 
claiming to be illiterate. Fingoi -prints are always a certain means of 
identification; therefore we must have them in every case; handwriting 
is a second consideration. I opjxise the amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy Thunder 
Dutt was, in the absence of the member, deemed to la* withdrawn: — 

“ That in clause 8(/r), lines 2 and d, the words 4 or the District 
Magistrate, as the case may be ’ he omitted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 8, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 9. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question is that clause 9 stand part of the 

Bin. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that in clause 9^ 
line 2, for the word “passed” the word “mode” be substituted. 
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This is purely a verbal amendment made in order to bring the 
verbal expression of this section into line with the rest of the Bill. 

, The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I move that 
in clause 10(2) for the word “ non-bailable ” the word “ bailable ” be 
substituted. 

I find that the punishment provided under section 10 is only an 
imprisonment for a term of six months and clause (2) of section 10 
wants to make this offence non-bailable. I think, before trial a man 
should not be put into durance Vile or hajut for an offence of this des- 
cription, and 1 do not see any reason why an offence punishable with 
imprisonment of only six months, should he made non-bailable; so I 
hope the lion’ hie the Member in charge will reconsider the matter and 
make this offence bailable, because the trial actually had not taken 
place, and the punishment provided is only a term of imprisonment 
for six months. If you look at the schedule of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, you will fimWhat most of the punishments of six months are 
bailable. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: As the mover has pointed 
out, the question whether an offence is bailable or non-bailable does not 
depend on the amount of punishment inflicted. The Bill provides in 
the first instance for a bailable warrant ; therefore the man will be 
on bail before orders are jmssed. This particular section and section 9 
are dealing with the, case of a person against whom the order has been 
passed, or a case where he has been given bail in the first instance 
but absconds in order to prevent the order being served upon him, or 
after the order has been served upon him, he absconds in order to 
prevent his finger-impressions being taken. Surely these circum- 
stances do amply justify the offences under sections 9 and 10 being 
treated as nou-bniinble. This does not mean that bail cannot be given 
in the case of these offences, but only that in the ordinary course of 
<»v&nt8 it will not l>e given unless there are special reasons. 

The .motion was then put and lost. 
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Ml"* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. A joy Thunder 
Dutt was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That, in the preamble, lines 2 and J. for the words * Talent tn and 
the neighbourhood ’ the words 4 the town and suburbs ’ be 
substituted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand jmrt of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: 1 move that the Bill, as 
settled in Touncil, be {Kissed. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: When the Bill was 
introduced we c\jx*cfed that sufficient safeguards would lie provided for 
in the Select Tommittee. 1 have already given you my reasons why I 
consider the Bill as settled here is unacceptable. I have told you how the 
Habeas Torpus Act applies to the town of Calcutta. 1 want to know 
how that can be got rid of. Section 491 of the Criminal Procedure ('ode 
embodies the provisions of the Tlal>ea.s Corpus Act and ex- 
pressly excludes the State Prisoners Act, the Defence of 
India Act, and other regulations of the character of this Act 
which is going to l>e passed. Fnless section 191 of the Code is amended, 
I am afraid that this Bill will have no force whatsoever; so this matter, 
I believe, will Ik 1 fought over again in the Imjierial Legislative Assembly. 
Sir, I have told you that the rights and liberties of the most humble 
among us should l>e zealously guarded by us. Goondris or no goondas, 
no extraordinary |>rovision against one’s jiersniial liliertv should he 
enacted here. 1 have told you, Sir, that the Sovereign of the British 
Empire has said that no man shall be imprisoned or seized without a 
fair and legal trial; we remain here with the rights and liberties of the 
British citizen, and I say that T shall always protest against a man, 
be he a goonda or any other person, being deported and ruined for ever 
without a proper legal trial. Here we have enacted that a certain number 
Of persons, be they District Judges .or whoever they may be, will go 
through all the reports submitted by the police without any regard for 
relevant evidence, without allowing pleaders to represent the accused. 
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Any man can under the circumstances bo ruined. W© know very weU 
how false evidence is created in this country; how private grudge is 
wreaked ujk>ii innocent persons. Knowing all this, I cannot agree that 
the Bill as settled here should be passed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENSON: I am glad to have an oppor- 
tunity of list oiling to a second edition of the Rai Bahadur’s speech, 
some of which, owing to his seat being at a distance, I had missed. 
Even in the somewhat pessimistic outlook he gave us there was one 
ray of ho]>e for the future, and that was that the second struggle which 
he predicts, is going to take place in the Imperial Legislative Assembly. 
1 would again ask the Council to pass this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Thursday, the 8tb 
February, 11)23, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall. Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 8th February, 1928, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Choir, three ITon’ble Memltcrs 
of the Executive Council (the Hon’ble Mr. L Donald being absent), 
the three Hon’ hie Ministers, and 88 nominated and elected members. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance, to 
Crown : — 


Mr. W. L. Leslie. 


the 


President’s address. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Order, 
order! A petition signed by 28 muiassal members addressed to His 
Excellency asking that His Excellency may he pleased to allow a break 
of fifteen days in the present session between the middle of Fobiuaiy 
and that of March, 192*1, was placed before His Excellency. 

I have it in command from His Excellency to say that he regicts he 
is unable to grant this request. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Steam launch of Executive Engineer, Rajshabi Division. 

*XLI. Babu KISMORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether a steam launch has lieen provided for the Executive 
Engineer, Hajshahi Division: 

(u) if so, from when and for what special reasons has this been 
provided ; 

(til) what are the capital expenditure and the recurring mainte- 
nance’ charges annually for the same; 
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(ir) what other Executive Engineers and Superintending Engineers 
have got such steam launch provisions; 

' (r) what are the capital and annual maintenance charges for the 

same ; 

(vi) what savings, if any, have been effected by this new arrange- 
ment ; and 

(rii) in what particulars have these savings been effected? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(t) Yes, but it is also used by the Commissioner of the ltajslmlii Divi- 
sion and the Superintending Engineer, Northern Circle, and is avail- 
able for other officers for puii>oses of inspection when not required by 
the Public Works Department. 

(li) From 1st April, 1922, mainly for inspections of the river pro- 
tective works at Pabna and Sarda, and also for inspecting works in the 
districts in the Northern Circle which border the liver. 

(m) Capital expenditure — Rs. 99,d()0. Annual recuiTing charges 
are about Rs. 14,500. 

{ir) Tin* officers of the Eastern Circle have a steam launch, the 
S.L. Vcrcgrine. 

( r) Capital expenditure — Rs. 42,J15G. Annual average maintenance 
charge — Rs. 14,000. 

( n) and (rn) It is not possible to estimate these sa\ings in money. 
The launches are provided to facilitate inspections of vaiious works 
and to ensure a ready means of transit to places wheie urgent inspec- 
tions are necessary Jmtli for Public Works Department officers and 
officers of other departments. 


Primary Education in Pabna. 

*XLII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) how many primary schools exist in the (a) Sadar and (b) 
Sirajganj subdivisions, respectively, of the district of Pabna; 

( H ) how many of these are subsidized by the Pabna municipality, 
Sirajganj municipality and Pabna district board; 

{Hi) what amount each municipality or district board contributed 
during the last financial year to such schools within their 
jurisdiction ; 

fir) what amount the Government contributed during the last finan- 
cial year to each municipality or the district board of Pabna 
towards the maintenance of such schools wphin their jurie- 
diction ; 
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( v ) what amount was realized during the last financial year as 
school fees from such schools; 

(ri) what is the number of boys and girls at present attending such 
schools within and outside the municipal areas in the dis- 
trict of Pabna; 

(rn) what is the number of lxns aiul girls of school-going age who 
are going without such education; 

(rin) how many more such schools would be nwossarv in the dis- 
trict of Pabna to give such education to all such boys and 
girls; 

(«■) what would be the probable additional cost for establishment 
and maintenance of such additional schools; 

(x) what steps, if any, have the Government taken or are the Gov- 
ernment going to take for the extension of primary educa- 
tion for all such boys and girls who require such education; 
and 

(.ri) what proportion of the additional cost the Government would 
l>e prepared to hear to meet tlu* problem of extension of 
primary education throughout the district ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (i) Number of primary schools in in) Nadar 
subdivision— 430 ; (/>) Sirajganj subdivision — 1 ,21 H. 

(u) Of the above schools, 10 arc subsidized by the Pabna munici- 
pality, 19 by the Sirajganj municipality, and 1,295 by the Pabna district 
board. 

(rii) Pabna municipality contributed Rs. 050, Sirajganj niunini- 
pality Rs. Sot), and Pabna district board Us. 20,321. 

(iv) Government, contributed Rs. 1,361 to Pabna municipality, 
Rs. 1,960 to Sirajganj municipality, and Rs. 35, 70S to Pabna district 
board (amounts actually spent). 

■ (r) Fees realized w r ere Rs. 29,037. 

( vi ) The numlier of boys and girls attending primary schools within 
municipal areas is 7,790 and 403, respectively, and in district l>oard 
areas 27,729 and 12,190, respectively. 

(vii) The number of boys and girls of school-going age not receiv- 
ing education is 77,497 and 89,820, respectively. 

(viii) About 1,400 schools for boys and about 1,700 schools for girls 
will be necessary. The calculation is made on the basis of Mr. Hiss’ 
scheme of schools of 100 and 50 pupils. Having regard to the fact 
that communication is very difficult during the rains in this district, 
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there can be very few schools of 100 pupils. Most of the schools will 
be schools of 50 pupils on an average — 

Boys’ schools of 100 pupils — 140. 

Boys* schools of 50 pupils— 1,260. 

( i iris’ schools of 100 pupils — 100. 

Girls’ schools of 50 pupils — 1*600. 

(ix) Probable recurring (maintenance) cost — Rs. 20,07,804. 

Probable non-recurring (building, equipment, etc.) cost — Rs. 55,21,461. 

(The calculation is based on the instructions given by Mr. Biss in 
his printed report of 1920 on the condition of primary education with 
proposals for its systematic* expansion and improvement. Also ride 
paragraph 76 (in), page 27, of Mr. Biss’ Report on Primary Education. 
The recurring cost is calculated at Rs. 12 per boy per annum for smaller 
schools. We have taken this as the basis of our calculation, as our 
schools will be mostly smaller ones. Again, non-recurring expendi- 
ture is calculated at Rs. 33 pei boy (Rs. 30 for building and Rs. 3 
for equipment). 

(.r) Attention is invited to the reports oi Mr. Biss, recently Special 
OHieer for Primary Education. Government hope, when finances }>er- 
mit, to expand primary education on lines laid down b\ him. As 
regai ds girls, no sjieeial scheme, other than I lie extension when possible 
of the present system, has yet been drawn up. 

(xi) Government are in normal cases adopting the half-and-half 
principle. 


Relief operations in flood-strioken areas in North Bengal. 

•XLIII. 8HAH* 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what has been the total amount of exdlection by the 
Bengal Relief Committee up to the 31st December, 1922? 

(b) How much did the Government contribute to this Committee, 
and* will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in detail in what 
other ways the Government helped the Committee? 

(c) What amounts did the Government spend on flood relief 
operations up to 31st December, 1922, independently of the Bengal 
Relief Committee? 

(d) How many centres and officers are at present working directly 
under Government control in the flood-stricken area? What is the 
aye&ge monthly expenditure on (i) actual relief operations, and (w) 
pay and' travelling allowances of the officers employed far the purpose? 



QUESTIONS. 


473 


1923 .] 


(e) How long are the relief operations by (i) the Bengal Relief 
Committee, and (ii) the Government expected to continue? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hobble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Government have no information. 

(b) No money has been contributed by Government to the Bengal 
Relief Committee. Government., however, help the Committee, whenever 
required, in the way of supplying boats, accommodation and informa- 
tion. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (i) Government have no information as to how long the Bengal 
Relief Committee will continue their relief operations. 

( ii ) The Collector of Rajsliahi anticipates that relief ojxuatnms by 
Government will last in bis district till June, 1023. The Collector of 
Bogra repoited on the 2 Kt January, 1023, that relief operations by 
Government, though practically at an end, would be continued up to 
March next. In Palma and Dinajpur the situation is now practically 
normal. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question \o. XIJ1I (c). 

Gratuitous Relief : Rajsliahi — Its. 7,020; Bogra — Rs. 8,000; Pabna 
— Rs.* 1,985. 

(Charitable Relief: Rajsliahi— Rs. 39,022; Bogra— Rs. 32,000; 

Pabna — Rs. 475. 

Agricultural Loans: Rajsliahi — Rs. 2,49,9(>5; Bogra — Rs. 2,08,000; 
Palma— Rs. 23,300; Dinajpur— Rs. 5,000 (still under distribution). 


Statement referred to tn the reply to starred question Xo. Mill id). 

In the district of Rajsliahi besides the two Subdi visional Officeis, the 
bulk of whose time is devoted to fhxxl relief work, four officers are at 
present employed in four centres directly under Government control. 
In the Bogra district 15 officers have been so employed at 15 centres. 
In Pabna only one officer is at present engaged in relief work, but he 
has no definite centre, nor is he solely employed on relief work. No 
special officer has been employed in the district of Dinajpur. 

The average monthly exi>enditure was — 

Rajsliahi: (i) Actual relief operations— Rs. 99,009; (ii) Pay ami 
travelling allowance of officers— Rs. 2,260. (This does not include the < 
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pay and travelling allowance of the Collector and the Suhdivisional 
Officers.) 

Bogra: (t) Actual relief operations — Its. 09,333; (it) Pay and travel- 
ling allowance of officers — Us. 2,358. 

Pabna: (i) Actual relief operations — Rs. 820. 

As no officer was specially deputed for the purpose, the average 
monthly expenditure on account of pay and travelling allowance cannot 
be ascertained. 

Academic qualifications of the present Deputy Director of Sericulture. 

•XLIV. Babti KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in cliaige of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries l>e pleased to state the academic qualifications of the present 
Deputy Director of Sericulture? 

(b) Did that officer carry on any experiments on Indian Sericulture 
before his appointment? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister lie pleased to lay the results 
of his experiments on the table or refer the Council to the volumes of 
the journals in which they have been published? 

({]) Is it a fact that the cross-breeding cxj>eriments canied on by 
the present Deputy Director of Sericulture in the Berhampore Research 
Laboratory before his appointment were proved to be a total failure? 

(«■) What June l*»eii the results of his researches and experiments, 
if any, on Indian Sericulture since his appointment? 

• 

MINISTER m charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Mr. 1\ C* Chaudhuri, Deputy Director of Seri- 
culture, has read up to the B.Se. standard of an Indian University. He 
was sent to England as a State Scholar, where he obtained first class 
certificates in the Pity and Guilds London Examination on silk throw- 
ing, spinning, and dyeing. He was next sent to France where he 
obtained the attestation diploma of the Silk Institute of Lyons. 

(It) After, the death of M. Grangeon, Mr. Chaudhuri was placed in ' 
charge of the experiments in hybridization which MM. Grangeon and 
Lafont had commenced. 

(c) The member is referred to the Annual Reports of the Agricul- 
tural Department for the last five years. 

(d) The hybridization experiments in Bengal, as in other countries, 
have so far not been a success. The hybrids have proved too unstable in 
character, and too little is at present known of the complex laws of 
heredity which are involved in such work. The work is now being 
carried out on ^restricted scale. 



e) Tlie hybridization work has not so far been successful ami it 
necessary to obtain results. For this reason Mr. Chaudhuri’s work 
been of value. 

n addition to the hybridization work Mr. Chaudhuri has Veil associ- 
with the inquiries into the diseases of silk-worms and the ameiiora- 
effect of rearing seed-cocoon in the hills. 

8cheme for training nurses in the 8. K. Hospital, Mymensingh. 

XLV. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
ge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware of the need 
lurses in Mymensingh? 

b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
uiggestion that a small class for training nurses might he started 
r the supervision of the Matron who has recently been appointed? 

c) Are the Government considering the feasibility of the sugges- 
and contemplating the eaily preparation of a small scheme for train- 
nurses in the S. K. Hospital in Mymensingh? 

IINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF- 
ERNMENT 'the Hon’ble 8ir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (u) and 

Tea. 

*) A scheme is now before Government. 

Conviction of goondas. 

XLVI. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
ble the Meinlier in charge of the Political Department be j)b‘UNed 
y on the table a statement showing for the last fi\c years - 

[i) the number of goondas convicted by the Calcutta Police Courts; 
n) how many of them are inhabitants of places outside this Presi- 
dency ; 

lu) how many of them were domiciled or natives of this presidency ; 
and 

ir) what were the various punishments accorded to them? 

IEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
H. L. Btephenson): ( i ) Number of goondas convicted during the 

5 years ; 191<S — 12; 1919—14; 1920 — 51 ; 1921—70 + 04* * 134; 

—52+51* = 103 (25 persons are under trial, viz., ll in dacoitv and 
i bad-livelihood cases). 

bwe flgur« repreeAt th« number ol pc none proeecuvrd by toe Ooood* Dcpertmirot and ordered to t arnUff 
under the prereetiee notions of toe tow. 
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(?7) and (Hi) Of the 64 persons convicted in 1921 in cases prose- 
cuted by the Goon da Department, 41 were inhabitants of places outside 
Bengal and 28 were natives of, or domiciled in, Bengal, and of 51 per- 
sons convicted in such cases in 1922, 85 were inhabitants of places out- 
side Bengal and 16 were natives of, or domiciled in, this Province. 

Nine persons were convicted in cases of dacoity with fire-arms and 
of these 7 were inhabitants of places outside Bengal and 2 were natives 
of this Province. 

Similar information cannot be furnished in respect of the persons 
prosecuted by the regular stall without a detailed examination of a 
large number of records. 

(ir) The sentences varied from four months to two years in robbery 
cases, three months to one year under the preventive sections, and three 
to seven years in dacoity cases. 


Thane and village dispensaries. 

♦XLVII. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gm eminent be pleased 
to state in how many tlianas and villages dis]**nsuries were opened dur- 
, ing the year 1922 ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: In 1922, 61 new 
dispensaries were opened, \ iz , 24 district board, 17 union board, 10 
private aided, 7 private non-aided and 5 subsidized dispensaries. Gov- 
ernment have no information as to how many of these are thana or 
village dispensaries. # 


Monopoly of tramway service in Calcutta. 

+ XLVIII. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the 
Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, enjoy a monopoly service in 
Calcutta? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the M.ember aware of the fact that there was a 
bus service ‘of the company for the southern part of the city which had 
to be discontinued because it did not prove lucrative, and that some 
time before the present strike the company introduced a bus service foi 
the northern part of the city? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that this bus service for the 
B&rthern quarters was wholly discontinued immediately «after the strike 
•ocurred and that all the buses were diverted to the southern quarter? 

* 



(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of intervening 
and insisting on the company retaining at least half the number of buses 
for service in the northern part of the city? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): (a) Y es; in respect of tramways only. 

(h) and (c) The facts are believed to be as stated. 

(d) Motor omnibuses are regulated under the Motor Vehicles Pules 
and are not (lie monopoly of any company. As omnibus ser vires are 
still in the experimental stage, it is not considered necessan to regulate 
the routes selected by proprietors, provided the routes are suitable foi 
such vehicles. 


Projects of the Sanitary Board. 

*XLIX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will <!m Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Sclf-(Jo\ eminent be 
pleased to state which of the recommended projects of the Sanitary 
Board the Government are contemplating earning out in and 

what will ho the approximate cost in earning out such schemes? 

The Hon’ble Sir CURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on 1 he table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. A LLY. 



Sclu'fWH 

Total e*li muted 

COHt. 

Total U(ty« f rt* 
mi lit grant 

! Oov*'! irtm'iii grant 
j HI 19.V-2J. 



1U. 

Us. 

1 

: uh 

i 

1. 

Dacca s-ewerage (1 st portion) 

115, On, Ono 

1G, 00. 000 

I 

I 5, 00/ 00 

2, 

Bunkum wanr-w orks improvement ... 

38,450 

12, si 7 

8,000 

3* 

(Jolll ilia UUtiJ , -BUpJ»ly 

3,88,000 

; 2,11,000 

32,1)00 

4. 

IUmuanj wutei -supply ... 

3,00,000 

1,00,000 

5o,0.)0 

5. 

Tittugarh scuer.ige 

1 0,00,272 

3,03,424 

1 .000 

G. 

Boi in^ operationn ut — 





(a) Batuakhah 

I 1 0,000 

... 



(b) I'aluia ... ... ] 

! 10,000 

30,000 

20,000° 


( c ) Humjmr Boalia 

! 10,000 



•A grant of If*. IO,UOO for P*tu»klmll w*. paid In 191*1-23. 

Excavation of a tank in Ki$horeganJ in connection with 
the scheme of partition of Mymensingh. 

*L. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge ol 
the Department of Public Works aware-^ 

(i) that the tank excavated near the Mission House in Kishoreganj, 
Mymensingh, in connection with the proposed partition ol 
the district, is far from completion ; 
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(ii) that it is very shallow so as to he unfit for use as a source ol 
water-supply for the locality; and 

(iii) that it is likely to heroine a breeding-place for mosquitoes? 

(b) Are the Government considering the advisability of excavating 
this tank so as to make it sufficiently deep to stoic up water throughout 
the year, and to prevent its being a source of danger to the health of the 
town? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur* (i) Yes. The work was just begun when the Legislative 
Council refused to vote funds for its completion and hence it war- 
stopped. 

(it) Yes. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(If) The supply of drinking water is primarily the < oncern of the 
district board. The question of offering this tank (subject to any condi- 
tions that may be fixed) to the district board is under the consideration 
of Government. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

8ilting up of the 8araswati river anti the insanitary condition 
of 8aptagram in Hooghly. 

287. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (<?) Has the attention of 
the ITon’hle the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the fact that Saptagram, and the adjoining villages in the 
district of Hooghly, have now«beeoine jungles owing to the outbreak of 
malarial fever due to the silting up of the river Saraswati? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member he pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been taken for the removal of the silt therefrom? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Government 
are informed that Saptagram is very malarious. 

(h) The matter is still under inquiry. 


Proportion of Muhammadans in the Bengal Civil 8ervioe 
(Executive Branoh). 

288. Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will 
the llon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 



I — M "* w " *“ v * *» *0 » AC*v v iunv VUPJC 10 n 1 U1D IUUI ill 1CU Ull* 

ment to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive Branch) one-tkird of the 
appointments should be given to the Muhammadans ? 

(&) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
jtatement showing the total number of appointments in that service, 
pear by year, for the last ten years and the number of Muhammadans 
appointed in each of those years? 

(c) What circumstances are taken into consideration in fixing the 
jroportion of the Muhammadans to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive 
branch). 

* 

(d) Are the Government pro] losing to increase the ptrojiortion of 
Muhammadans in recruitment to that service? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 

hlon’bte Mr. H. L. Stephenson): («) There is no such rub*, lmt Govern- 
nent have accepted this proportion as a guide in making direct recruit- 
nent to that service. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) The pn>]x>rtion adopted was based on considerations of jopula- 
ion, education, and general capacity for public service. 

(d) No; but under the new system of competitive examination it 
s open to Muhammadans to increase the pro]>ortion b\ their own efforts. 


Uatcmmt referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 
No. 2HH, showing the total number of appointments made in (he 
Bengal Ctril Service {Kvecutive) for the la t ten years , viz., from 
1912 to 1921, and the number of Muhammadans appointed in each 


of those years. 

Year. 


Direct irroiNTMKNTB. 

AmJlNTMHHTH »»Y MtOMOlION. 


Toul 

Muhammadan*. 

ToUl, Muhammadans. 

1912 

• •• 

9 

4 

3 

19:3 

... 

12 

6 

7 

1914 


7 

2 

3 1 

1915 


7 

3 

3 

1916 

... 

7 

3 

3 1 

1917 


7 

3 

3 

1918 


8 

2 

4 

1919 


10 

3 

4 ] 

1920 


9 

3 

4 

1921 * 

... 

9 

3 

4 
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289. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) I s the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries in a position to lay on the table a statement showing, district by 
district, -r- 

( i ) the number of weavers in Bengal; 

(ii) the districts and subdivisions in which the weaving industries 

are carried on on a large scale ; and 

(hi) how many district and peripatetic weaving schools are there 
* in Bengal and in which areas are they operating? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister in a position to give detailed 
information regarding the steps that were taken since the close of the 
year 19131 for the extension of ]ieripatetic demonstration of weaving? 

The Hon’ble the Nawah SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) and (if) Statements are laid on the table. 

(in) At present there are six district and eight peripatetic weaving 
schools in Bengal. They are operating in districts as under: — 


District weaving schools. 


Name of a.-liool. 

Tan gall weaving school 
Bunkum weaving school 
Malda weaving school 
Pabna weaving school 
Zorwurganj weaving school 
Begumganj weaving school 


niitiirt of (ipi-rationa 

. Mymensingh. 

Bankura. 

. Malda. 

. Pabna. 

. Chittagong. 

. Noakhali. 


Peripatetic weaving schools. 


Nfttuo of noliool. 

Bankura peripatetic weaving school 
Tangail peripatetic weaving school 
Malda peripatetic weaving .school 
Pabna peripatetic weaving school 
Seram pore pewjxitMic weaving school 
Khulna peripatetic weaving school 
Dacca peripatetic weaving school 
Birbhum peripatetic weaving school 


* 1‘luce of operation. 

Chhatna. 

Miledanga. 

Shershai. 

Paehlia. 

Krishnagar (Nadia). 
Fultola. 

Dighirpar. 

Suri. 


(b) A peripatetic weaving school was actually opened in Birbhum 
on the 28th April, 1922, and the number of students uuJer instruction 

1 



at eacn oi uie penpuieui: suiiuuis, excopung xunuium, nas oeen lunrtiBuu 
from five to ten. In August, 1922, the posts of two weaving demon- 
strators on Rs. 100 — 5 — 200 each and three assistants on Rs. 35 each, 
have been sanctioned to meet the public demand for demonstration in 
improved fly-shuttle loom weaving. These have been working in areas 
wherever there has l>een a demand, thus to some extent meeting the 
requirements of the public. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (t) of unstarred question 
\o. 289, showing , district by district , the number of weavers 
in Bengal. 

Burdwan Division — 


Burdwan 

... *8,886 

Birblium 

...* 7,294 

Bankura 

... 12,993 

Midnai>ore 

... 46,999 

Hooghlv 

.. 22,044 

Tlowrah 

... 12,214 


Presidency Division 
24-Parganas 
Calcutta 
Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Rajshahi Division 
Raj shah i 
Dinajpur 
.Talpaiguri 
Darjeeling 
Rangpur 
Bogra 
Pabna 
Malda 

Dacca Division — 
Dacca 

Mymensingh 

Faridpur 

Bakargdnj 


24,517 

9,197 

27,137 

7,146 


7,777 
... 3,398 

... 3,808 

2G0 

... 4,510 

... 3,109 

... 7,956 

6,439 
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Chittagong Division — 


Tippera 

657 

Noakhali 

471 

Chittagong 

... 1,449 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

46 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (u) of unstarred questio 

No. 289 1 showing the districts and subdivisions in which the 

weaving industries 

are carried on on a large scale. 

Burdwan Division — 

Bankura 

. Sadar and Vishnupur. 

Birbhum 

. Sadar and Rampurhat. 

Midnapore 

. Sadar and Ghatal. 

Burdwan 

. Sadar. 

ITooghlv 

Seram pore. 

Howrah 

. Sadar and Uluberia. 

Presidency Division — 

Murshidabad 

. Sadar. 

Nadia 

Ranaghat, Meherpur. 

24-Parganas 

Baraset. 

Khulna 

Satkhira. 

Tessore 

. Sadar. 

Dacca Division — 

Dacca * .. 

. Sadar, Munshiganj, Narayanganj 
and Manikganj. 

My men singh 

. Tangail and Kishoreganj. 

Faridpur 

. Goalundo, Madaripur and Gopalganj. 

Bakargan j 

. Sadar, Patuakhali and Pirojpur. 

Chittagong Division — 

Chittagong 

. Sadar and Cox’s Bazar. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Rangamati and Chandrakona. 

Tippera 

. Sadar and Brahman haria. 

Noakhali 

. Sadar and Feni. 

Rajshnhi Division — 

Rajshahi 

. Sadar and Naogaon. 

Pabna 

. Sadar and Sirajganj. 

Maid a 

. Sadar. 



uonon cultivation in Bengal, 


290. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deportment of Agriculture und 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that even in 1893-94 the area under cotton 
under the Bengal Administration was £01,280 acres; and 

(ft) what is the area under cotton ut present within the same 
territorial limits? 

(b) If the areas have decreased to any great extent now, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be pleased tft state the causes which are in the 
knowledge of Government which have led to the decrease? 

(r) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to increase the 
area under, and output of, cotton? 

The Hort’ble the Nawah SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) and (n) The area of cotton in Bengal, Bihar, 
Orissa and Chota Nagpur was 201,200 acres in 1893-94. The aiea of 
cotton in the tract which at- present constitutes Bengal was 27,200 acres 
in 1893-04. the area to-day being 54,433 acres. The entire increase has 
taken place in the Chittagong Hill Tiucts, nearly all other districts 
showing a decrease. 

(b) The causes are in all probability purely economic, viz., the 
comjx»tition of otliei more paying crops, such as jute. 

(c) No steps to increase the area under cotton can l>e taken unless, 
and until, the expeiiments now in progress indicate that it would be 
economically sound pdicj to encourage cotton cultivation in Bengal. 
It would be unwise to attempt to persuade the cultivator to grow cotton 
instead of other crops unless it can he demonstrated that it would pay 
him better to do so. A propiganda policy not based on successful 
experiment would be inadvisable. 


Platform and waiting room at Faridpur railway station and branch 
train corresponding to Chittagong mail. 

291. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public, Works aware — 

(t) that there is no raised platform and no suitable waiting room 
at the Faridpur railway station ; and 
(it) that the passengers travelling by the Chittagong mail train 
to Faridpur have to suffer inconvenience as there is no 
corresponding train for the Faridpur branch P 
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(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to the above 
grievances ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan. Bahadur: (a) (?) Government are aware that there is no raised 
platform. There is, however, a thatched shed to serve the purposes of 
a waiting room. 

(??') Yes. The branch trains are run by one rake of stock, and it 
is not possible for that rake to connect with both the up and down mails. 

(/?) The attention of the Railway authorities has been drawn to this 
complaint, but they are not in a position to remove it owing to scarcity 
of funds and the necessity for economy. 


Survey of the waterway from Sandiaghat to Talma “ via ” Bhanga. 

292. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (<i) Is the Hon’blc the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a survey has been 
made of (lie waterway from the Sandiaghat steamer station to Talma 
via Bhanga in Kuridpur. 

(h) Will tin* llon’hle the Member be pleased to state tlie purposes 
for which the said survey has been made? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: M No survey has ever been carried out by Go\ eminent. 

(h) This question does not arise. 


Financial assistance tb Patrasayar High 8chool in Bankura. 

293. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon hie the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state ~ 

(?) whether any provision will be made in the next budget for 
giving any financial assistance to the high school at Patra- 
sayar, Vishmipur subdivision, district Bankura; and 
(vi) if so, what will be the amount to be sanctioned in this 
• connection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: ( ?) Provision in the Education 
Budget is not made for particular institutions, but lump allotments are 
provided and placed at t lie dis]X)sal of the Divisional Inspectors of Schools 
who are authorized to sanction grants to deserving schools. The case 
of this school has been brought to the notice of the Inspector of Schools, 



Burdwan Division, for consideration along with the cases of other 
schools requiring grants. 

(ii) The question does not arise. 


Transfers and postings of judicial officers. 

294. Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: {a) Is the 

Ilon’hle the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial 1 ) are puf to difficulties if 
transferred during the Durga I’uja \aeations and Eastei holidays as their 
school-going hoys have to leave school with their guardians l>efore the 
annual examinations (in the case of Puja transfers) which are held in 
Decern her and before the examinations held in the middle of the year 
(in the case of Master transfers)? 

(h) Are the Government considering* the desirability of introducing 
a new rule of tiansfer during the Xmas holidays and of inviting the 
opinions of the Ilon’hle the High (Vint and of all the Subordinate Points 
and of the Bengal (hvil Service (Judicial) on the subject? 

(r) Is the Hon'blc the Member aware that the posting to native 
list nets or subdivisions is desired by officers for the education of their 
L'hildren and other advantages and in cases of ill-health? 

id) Are the Government considering the desirability of relaxing the 
rule of not jesting them to their native districts in exceptional cases ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (<i) and (It) The member is referred to the reply 
given to Mnuhi A. K. Kazl-ul Ifaq’s question No. XXX1Y at the meet- 
ing of the Bengal Legislate (’ouncil held in March, 1918. 

(r) In some cases ap]>lieations are received from officers who desire 
o he posted to their home districts or subdivisions. Each application 
s considered on its merits. 

id) Officers are not posted to their home districts, except for special 
"easons, and as the landed projierty of officers is, as a rule, in their 
iome districts to that extent this fact is taken into consideration in the 
posting of officers. 


Reclamation of bite of Pabna And Tipper a. 

295. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Ministei 
n charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to 
date — 

(i) the names of the hils within the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivi- 
sions, respectively, of the district of Pabna and within the 
district of Tippera; and 


92 
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(?i) which of these bils have been drained under the Bengal Agri- 
cultural and Sanitary Improvements Act, 1920, and which 
of these bils is it proposed to drain under that Act? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) Government 

have no information. 

(ii) So far as Government are aware, none of these bils has been 
reclaimed. 

Under Act VI of 1920, the district board should initiate major schemes 
of this kind. 


Phthisis patients. 

296. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the number of deaths from phthisis in the Pa bn a and othet 
districts of Bengal in each of the last fi\e years; and 

(it) what accommodation is there in the hospitals of the Pabna 
district for phthisis patients? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (,) A statement 
showing the mortality from phthisis during the years 1921 and 1922 is 
placed on the Library table. The figures for the previous years are 
not available. 

(ii) There is accommodation for four phthisis patients in the Pabna 
Sudar Hospital. No other hospital in the district has accommodation 
for phthisis cases. 4 


Settlement operations in Pabna. 

29*, 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether the Government are considering the desirability of stop- 
ping, for this year, the settlement operations in the police-stations of 
Tarash and Ullaparn, in the Sirajganj subdivision of the Pabna district, 
in consequence of the damage done by the recent floods within these 
police-stations? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANsThe answer is in the negative. 

\ 



Admission of students from Patoni end Tippers districts into medical 
colleges in Calcutta. 

298. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the number of students from the Tippera district who applied 
for admission into the Calcutta Medical College and the 
Carmichael Medical College, respectively, in the years from 
1918 to 1922; 

(if) the number of students from the Palma district who applied 
for admission into these colleges, respectively, in the years 
1918 and 1919; 

(Hi) what were their academical qualification!?; 

(ir) what number from those two districts were actually admitted 
in each of those years; and 

(ri) the number of students fiom those districts who were selected 
but who did not join ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 


Subscription raised in Pabna for reception of His Royal Highness 
the Prinoe of Wales. 

299. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Chunilal Mukerjee, Sadar Subdi visional 
Officer of Palma, issued instructions to all the ehaukidars, dafadars and 
panchayats of liis subdivision that on the raising of the subscription for 
the reception of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales dejxmds their 
future prospects? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the JTon’hle the 
Member be pleased to state the authority under which this order was 
issued ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay a copy of the 
circular or order on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Government have no 
information. 

(b) and (c)*Do not arise. 
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300. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
present condition of the non-co-operation movement in the — 

(?) Pabna Sadar, and 
(«) Sirajganj subdivisions, 

respectively ? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
persons in the district of Pabna have given up their — 

(t) titles, 

(?? ) apjKjintments, and 
(ui) honorary offices, 

in consequence of the said movement? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Meml>er be pleased to state whether there 
has l>een any difficulty in realizing the chaukidari dues in the- 1 — 

( i ) Sadar, and 
(n) Sirajganj 

subdivisions of the Pabna distinct? 

(d) If the answer to (r) above is. in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the names of the places where there has 
been trouble? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) and (it) Inactive. 
(b) (t) None. 

(it) Three. 

1 [hi) Two. 

(<') and {(I) Then* has l>een some difficulty in recovering the chauki- 
dnri tax in the Sadar subdivision, bitf there is little at present. Govern- 
ment do not consider that any useful purjxxse will be served by enumerat- 
ing the places where there has l>een difficulty. 

Expenses of boat hire for service of processes of civil courts within 
the municipal mas of Pabna-Bogra. 

301. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount realized and the amount actually 
spent annually, for the last five years in the district of Pabna-Bogra 
to meet the expenses of boat hire, for service of processes of the civil 
courts? 



(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that within the municipal 
irea of the Pabna-Bogra district, boats are not required for service of 
)roc*esses ? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) above is in the affirmative, why are boat 
lires realized for service of processes within the municipal areas of the 
Pabna-Bogra district ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A statement is laid on the 
;able. The figures for the years 1918 and 1919 are not available. 

(b) and (r) Within the municipal area of Palma, Sadar and Bogra, 
mats are not required for service of processes but within the greater 
portion of the municipal area of Sirajganj, boats are indisi>ensubly 
lecessary for the said pur{X)se. 

Boat hire for the service of processes is realized in accordance with 
lie schedule annexed to rule 7, chapter V, page 149 of the High Court's 
ieneral Rules and Circular Orders, Volume I, Civil. 


statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of Hn starred question 
No. SOI , showing the amount realized and the amount actually spent , 
annually , for the last three years {1020—1922) itt the, districts of 
Pahna and liogru to meet the expenses of boat hire , for semes of 
processes of the civil courts. 


Year. 

1920 

1921 

1922 


Amount realUml. 

Hs. A. P. 

7,070 11 0 
5,008 9 (1 
5,080 9 0 


Amount iiotuiiUy *[*nt. 
Rrt. A. V. 

8,947 0 0 
4,149 0 0 
8,655 0 0 


Total 17,828 13 0 


11,751 0 0 


Alleged boycott of norvEnglisb oars in Calcutta. 

302. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Public Motor Vehicles Department at 
Fenwick Bazar, Calcutta, have started a campaign against cars which 
ire not of English make? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the tendency to boycott 
non-English cars has caused and will cause much loss to taxi-ownept 
who are already plying cars other than those of English make? 
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(c) h it a fact that these cars are being disallowed for no other 
reason than their being not of English make ? 

(d) If not, what is the reason for this? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. 8taphenson): ( a ) It is not a fact. 

( h) There is no such tendency. 

(c) No. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Honorary magistrates of Pabna. 

303. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department, be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the names and the educational and other qualifications and 
occupations of all the honorary magistrates of the Pabna 
district; and 

(/V) a list of those honorary magistrates in the Pabna district who 
have been invested with single sitting ]*>wers? 

The Hon'bla 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

Construction of oulverts and waterways in roads and railways in 
North Bengal. 

304. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to state 
wither the Government *are considering the desirability of taking steps 
to have a sufficient number of culverts and waterways constructed in the 
roads and railways in North Bengal before the next rains set in? 

The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Government have appointed a Committee to go into 
this question, but it is unlikely that a decision will be arrived at till 
November next. 


Cholera and malaria in Pabna. 

305. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(t) what has been the number of deaths from cholera and malaria, 
respectively, in the different subdivisions of the district of 



Pabna in the years 1918, 1919, 1920, and 1921, thana by 
t liana ; 

(??) what arrangements have been made by Government to supply 
good drinking water in the areas purtieulurly affected with 
cholera ; 

(tii) whether the Government have any statistics to show what 
parts of Pabna are considered as highly malarious; and 
(it?) has there been any anti-malarial project worked up for those 
parts? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister Ik 1 pleased to state when such a project is likely to be 
taken in hand ? 

(c) "Will the Hon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of Government to get the malarious tract in the 
district of Pabna summed by the Sanitary (Vnnmissiouer at an early 
date ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (?) The 

member is referred to the statistics which apjieur in the Public Health 
Reports of the Director of Public Health. Deaths from malaria are 
not recorded sejKiratelv but are shown under “ I ever. M Subdi visional 
figures are not available. 

( ti ) The local bodies concerned are responsible for taking measures 
for the supply of good drinking water. 

(???) No. 

(??-) Government have no information. 

‘ ( b ) It is not jHissible for Government to sa\ when such a project 

is likely to be taken in hand. 

(r) No staff is available for this work at present. 


Facilities to patients for anti-rabic treatment 

306. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
^leased to state — 

(?) what facilities are given or concessions made by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to patients who desire to proceed to the 
Pasteur Institutes at Shillong and Kasauli, respectively; and 
(it) wbat is the procedure necessary to enable patients to obtain 
Jhes^ concessions or facilities? 



492 


QUESTIONS. 


[8th Feb. 


The Hort’bto Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Copies of the 
memoranda of information for the guidance of patients proceeding for 
anti-rabic treatment to the Pasteur Institutes at Shillong and Kasauli 
are laid on the Library table. 


Culverts and bridges on Pabruulshurdi road. 

307. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what is the number of culverts and bridges on the Pabna- 
Ishurdi road maintained by the district board of Pabna; 
(«) whether it is a fact that three bridges and cul verts have been 
closed by Hie Pabna district board on the said road; and 

(m) whether it is a fact owing to the closing of these three culverts, 
the water on both sides of these closed culverts, finding no 
outlets there, has accumulated and are stagnating ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Pabna district board to take early steps to reopen these culverts or to 
provide other adequate means for outlets of water at the places? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(h) The obligation to provide proper waterways in district board 
roads lies on the local body and Government are not at present in a 
position to formulate directions to district boards. 


Pabna District Flood Relief Committee. 

308. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL* HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Lund Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what amount has been collected up to date by the Pabna 
District Relief Committee which was formed on the 12th 
October, 1922, at a public meeting held in the town hall 
under the presidency of Mr. H. Quinton, i.e.s., the District 
Magistrate, to raise funds for relieving the distress of the 
people of the flood-stricken area ; 

(it) how many centres are working under this Committee and how 
many officials and non-officials are engaged in relief work 
in Pabna district ; 
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how long: is the work of this Committee to continue; and 

(iv) how much has been contributed to this Committee by (a) Gov- 
ernment, (b) district board of Palma, (cl municipalities of 
Pabna and Sirajganj, {//) zamindurs of the district, and 
(c) other public bodies of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) ( i ) A sum of Its. 3,040 has been collected up to 
date by the Palma District Relief Committee. 

(n) There is at present only one centre at Sitlai under the Com- 
mittee and one non-oflicial and one official are engaged in the relief 
work. 

(in) The Committee have spent approximately the following amounts 
for the pin poses noted below: — 

Distribution of rice — Rs. 521. 

Distribution of cloth — Rs. 98. 

Distribution of fodder — Rs. 729. 

Distribution of medicine — Rs. 216. 

Distribution of charka — Rs. 50. 

Agi icultuial expenditure — Rs. 250. 

House rebuilding — Rs. 300. 

Miscellaneous expenditure — Rs. 74. 

- Distribution in cash — Rs. 5. 

Boat hire and cost of diet and travelling allowance of workers — 
Rs. 127. 

The Collector rej>orts that the relief work of the Committee will be 
continued so long as there is necessity for it and so long as funds permit. 

(iv) («), (b), (c) and (c) Nil; (d) Rs. 1,200 approximately. 


8oaroity of drinking water in Prim. 

309. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the TTon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is great scarcity of good drinking water in the district of 
Pabna ? 

(b) Was the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister drawn to this 
fact during the last dry season in regard to the interior villages of 
the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions? 

(c) Wha* steps, if any, are the Government taking to remedy -this? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The rural 

water-supply is inadequate in many districts in the hot weather. Gov- 
ernment have no special information regarding Pabna. 

(b) Water-supply is a primary duty of local authorities. The 
general question of rural water-supply will be considered at a Confer- 
ence to be called by the Minister in March. 


Pabna-Mathura and Khalishpur-8atbaria roads. 

310. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the deplorable condition of the Pabna- 
Mtithura road and the Khalishpur-Satbaria road via Sujanagar in the 
district of Pabna ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the inconvenience caused 
thereby to the passengers and to traffic esj>ecially in the rainy season? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate stej>s to metal the roads referred to in (a) above? 

(d) Are the Government aware that petitions have Wen made more 
than once to the district board of Pabna to better the condition of the 
roads ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

The answer is in the negative. 

(c) The local bodies concerned are responsible for the maintenance 
of these roads and Government do not propose to take any action. 

(d) No. 


8anita/y drainage schemes of Noakhafi, Pabna and Tippera. 

311. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(0 the names and description of the schemes which have been 
drawn up by the district boards of Noakhali, Pabna and 
Tippera in accordance with the Bengal Agricultural and Sani- 
tary Improvement Act; 

(it) the probable costs of each of the schemes; 

(tit) when is each of these schemes likely to come to fruition; and 
(iv) whether the Government have examined and approved any of 
» these schemes P 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state which of the schemes have been examined 
and approved, indicating the dates of approval in each ease? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (?) So far 

as Government are aware, no application has been made by these 
district boards under the Act. 

(??), (???), (ir) and (/>) These questions do not arise. 


Sale-proceeds of unclaimed properties. 

312. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to state — 

(?) what becomes of the sale-proceeds of unclaimed properties 
seized by the police; 

(h) whether it is a fact that those sale-proceeds are now sjient in 
a way different from that in which they used to be spent 
previously ; 

(in) if so, from what year are they being sjauit m a different way; 
and 

(//’) what are the average sale-proeeeds of unclaimed properties in 
.Bengal every year? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of spending 
those sale-proceeds or any pa it. thereof in charity, such as aid to dispen- 
saries or for a famine relief fund ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (?) They are credited 
to Government under the head 44 XVTI. — Administration of Justice— 
Sale-proceeds of unclaimed and escheated projHufy.” 

(ii) and (???) No. They are not used for expenditure on any specific 
object but form part of the total revenue. 

(ir) The budget estimate under the above head for this year is 
Rs. 50,000. 

(b) No. 


Courts of Additional District Judges and Sub-Judges at stations other 
than headquarters towns. 

313. Babu SATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) /Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state the names of the districts where Sub-Judges and Additional 
District Judges have been stationed other than the headquarters towns* 
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(h) Have the Government provided buildings of their own for the 
courts of the said officers in such places? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the exj>endituie 
incurred in such places for such courts? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamat- 
ing these courts with those at headquarters towns for the purpose of 
reducing the exjHMiditure? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM (a) Asansol, district Burdwan ; 
Sealdah, district 24-Parganas. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No extra expenditure is incurred at Asansol as the Sub-Judge is 
accommodated in the Munsif s court. The maintenance charge for the 
Sealdah building is Its. 2,100 a year. 

(d) As both the buildings belong to Government the question of 
reduction of expenditure by changing them does not arise. 


Drainage schemes. 

314. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of bocal Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on t he table a statement showing, year b\ year, and district by dis- 
trict, for the period from 1912 to 1922 — 

(z) how many applications for construction of woiks undei Bengal 
Act VI of 1880, Bengal Act VIII of 1895, Bengal Act 11 
of 1902, and Bengal Act VI of 1920 have been received In 
the Government; 4 

(if) how many of these applications were dealt with under section 
4 of Bengal Act VI of 1920 .and the corresponding sections 
of the other Acts mentioned above; 

(iii) bow many schemes have l>een completed under section 5 of 
the Act of 3920 and the corresponding sections of the other 
Acts mentioned above; 

(ir) how many such works have been fully completed; and 
(r) how many such works have been partially completed? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The compilation 
of this information would involve an elaborate examination of records 
both in the Secretariat and in district offices and Government are of 
opinion that the labour and time involved would not be justified. 
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Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill and Public Health Bill. 


315. Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: pO Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Loeal Self- 
Government he pleased to state whether it is intended to introduce u 
Bill amending the Local Self-Government Act within the year 1922-23? 

ih) Does the Hon’ble the Minister propose to introduce a Bill called 
the Bengal Public Health Bill of 1919, as drafted in the year 1919, or 
in any amended form, during the current year ? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to give the 
reasons for the jxistponeraent of the introduction of a Public Health 
Bill? 

The Hon’ble 8IR 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The mem- 
ber is referred to the reply given to starred question No XXXIII put by 
Shah Syed Kmdadul Hnq on the 29th January last. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. 

(r) The Bill was circulated to district and local hoards and to 
Distiict Officers and (’ommissioners of Divisions. The replies received 
showed that theie were consideiahle diffeienees of opinion as to the 
]>ro|K)sed measuie. It was also considered by the Distiict Board Poti- 
ference held m Januan, 1921. The (’onfcience was opposed to legis- 
lation on the lines ol the Bill, paitly because it was not prepared to 
endoise tin* pmposnl for the levy of a sanitary cess on which the Bill 
is based and pa 1 1 1 \ because lliere was a division of opinion as to whether 
the local board should be made the ruial sanitary authority. Govern- 
ment subsequent I \ decided that the Bill should be dropped for the pie- 
sent and that some of the administrative clauses of the Bill should bo 
included m the new Bengal Municipal and Local Self-Government 
Bills. 


Chittagong Medical School and admission of students from Chittagong 
division into the Calcutta medical schools. 

316. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) With icferencc to 
the reply given on the 20th November, 1922, to clause lb) of unstaried 
question No. 2<S put by Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq, will tlie Hon’ble the 
Ministei in ehaige of the Depaitment of Lo< al Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that His Excellency, during his 
recent toui at Chittagong and at Itajshalii, stated that Government 
would take the Chittagong medical school question first? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to keep open the Campbell Medical School for students from the Chitta- 
gong division and to allow' the admission of a certain number of such 
students botfi in the Dacca and in, the Calcutta medical schools? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: un The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(b) The attention of the member is drawn to the footnote under rule 
10 of the Rules for the Management of Government Medical Schools, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. Government do not pro- 
l>ofle to modify this rule. 


Anti-malarial scheme for Pabna. 

317. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether any comprehensive anti-malarial scheme has 
been prepared for the Sadar subdivision of the district of Pabna!*' 

(b) If not, is the preparation of any such scheme under contempla- 
tion ? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

(/>) Government are not in a position to prepare any such scheme at 
present. The Irrigation staff is fully employed, and apart hum the 
Rhairab scheme, it is not practicable at the moment for Go\einmeut to 
prepare designs for other imjxirtunt projects, which might be teimed 
major irrigation or anti-malarial works. Moreover, it is for the* J)i>trict 
Board to take* up the initiative under Act VI of 1920 in respect of local 
schemes of this nature. 


Maintenance charges of Cumti embankment. 

« 

318. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge* of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government used to pay a subsich of 
lbs. 10,000 to the Mahaiaja of Tippera by deducting the amount from 
the Government re\enue payable by the Maharaja to the Government 
for the maintenance of the Gumti embankment? 

( (>) Will the Government lx* pleased to state how long the charge 
of the maintenance of the said embankment was in the hands of the 
Maharaja of Tippera? 

(r) Did the Maharaja of Tippera ever demand or realize the cost of 
the maintenance from the tenants or tenure-holders or any other 
persons benefited ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government are now realizing costs from 
the zamindare and tenants ? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for such realization of cost from the persons benefited? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Government are not aware of the fact. 

(b) For about 42 years from August, 1878, to May, 1920. 

(c) Government have no information on the point. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The embankments are zamindari embankments taken charge of 
by Government for proper maintenance under the Bengal Embankment 
Act, II of 1882. Under the provisions of the Act, the maintenance 
charges are recoverable from the persons benefit ed. 


Boundary dispute oases of Pabna and Bogra. 

319. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the II on* hie the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Band Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that the Settlement, Assistant Settlement, 
and Ro\enue Officers in the districts of Pabna and Bogia, 
when holding inquiries into lsiundary dispute cases arising 
under the Bengal Survey Act, V of 1875, do not as a rule 
mold a memoiandum of evidence nor do they rely on the 
maps and other documentary evidence relating to the lands 
produced by the parties; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that these officers simply pass sweeping 
remarks in their judgments that the witnesses examined by 
the party in whose favour they wish to decide the cases, are 
only reliable and that their evidence satisfactorily proves 
the cases of the parties on whose liehalf they dejiose ; 

(in') whether it is a fact that remarks are made in the judgment that 
the documents such as chit tax, registered deeds, etc., which 
are produced by the winning party do support that jmrty’s 
case ; 

Or) whether it is a fact that many such appeals were filed in 
Pabna-Bogra districts, but there being no materials on Ihe 
record to show that the orders complained of were wrong, 
almost all these appeals were dismissed P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuings 
instructions to the officers trying boundary dispute cases in the first 
instance, directing them to record the substance of the depositions of 
witnesses examined and also to show the reasons why the documents 
produced by the winning parties were relied upon ? 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) and (h) The procedure which is being followed is in 
accordance with section 41 of the Bengal Survey Act. In only one case 
did the officer hearing an appeal find that the Assistant Settlement 
Officer had stated the reasons for his decision in an adequate manner 
and h6 has ordered further inquiry. Appeals have been filed in G7 cases 
out of 805. 


Improvement of sugar manufacture. 

320. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Ilepartment of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(?) what steps are being taken to improve the sugar position of 
Bengal ; and 

(it) what ste]>s have been taken to make the l>otanieal and chemi- 
cal survey of the canes at present growing in Bengal? 

(b) Have the Government been able to ascertain what part* of 
Bengal might be well-adapted to the rapid propagation of sets of new 
varieties on the Java system ? 

The Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (<i) (?) and (/?) The member is referred to the Annual 
lte]K>rts of the Agricultural Department for the last ten years. 

A careful survey of indigenous canes has already been made and a 
large numl>er of exotic canes have also come under observation at Dacca 
and at other Government Farms in Bengal. 

As a result of this work the cane known as Yellow Tanna, which 
is now so |M>pulnr, was selected for distribution as being the most suit- 
able cane yet met with forjlengal conditions. Other canes are continu- 
ally being tried, and a In bind, (\>. No. ‘J14, bred at the Government 
of India cane-breeding station at Coimbatore, shows great promise. 

(h) Rapid pi negation on the Java system is being experimented 
with at Dacca. So far the results have not been encouraging which is 
probably due to the comparatively unfavourable conditions at Dacca. 
The system will be tried in other parts of the province in the coming 
season . 


Cost of the new subdivision of Jhargram. 

321. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) the cost (capital and recurring) incurred so far in connection 
with the new subdivision of JTiargram; 
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(n) the approximate eost to be incurred annually in connection 
with that subdivision; 

(in) the number of cases disprsed of so far b\ the Subdivisional 
Officer of that subdivision; and 

(ir) the number of judicial and mimsteiial oificers employed in that 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N : (i) The capital cost, for 
land and buildings is Rs. 2.59,1)37. 

(n) Tile detailed figures of recurring cost hu\e not been scpa lately 
compiled. Most of the recurring expuidituiv is not new but has simply 
l>een transferred from MidnajHm* 1 o the MibdmMon. 

(///) The Sulxl i \ isional Officei disp>sed of 543 cases out of a total 
of 7(50 for the subdivision during 1922. 

(//') There are seven ministerial officers In addition to the Suh- 
(1 j visional Officer there is a Sub-Depuh Magistrate Last month 
another Sub-])eput\ Magistrate was deputed there On ie\cnue nujumes 
and to sii|>er\ise the chaukidan administration which needs sjrectal 
attention. 


New Jhargram subdivision in Midnapore. 

322. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will tin lion hh the 
Member m charge of the Political Department he pleased to state in 
regard to the new subdivision called Jhargram subdivision which has 
been opmed in the district of Midnapore m .January. 1922 

(/) whether it is a fact that this subdivision was opmed in the 
teeth of public opposition and in utter disregard of popular 
feeling; 

(tt) whether it is a fact that this subdivision has burdened the 
Government with heavv recurring exjKMiditure ; 

(777) what has been the initial cost and recurring expmditurc for 
this subdivision from .Jarman to DeeomW, 1922; and 

(tv) whether it is a fad that the income of tin* Government from 
the civil and criminal courts of this sulMhvision faifs far 
short of the necessary expenditure for the upkeep of the 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble M/. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; (i) It is not a fact. The 
Council voted the grant for it, a motion to refuse the grant being 
defeated by 70 votes to 4. 

(«) No. * 
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(in) The member is referred to the. answer given at this meeting to 
the- question asked by Mr. Ajoy (blunder Dutt. 

(ir) Tim subdivision was opened to improve the administration of 
a neglected area and not as a commercial undertaking. 


Government grant to the Pabna hospital. 

323. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether the Government are making a special capital and 
recurring giant towaids Ihe needs of the Pabna charitable 
disjHUisarv as foreshadowed m the sjieech of Ills Excellency 
the Go\ernor at Palma on tin* 18th August, 11)22; 

(n) if so, what is the amount which it is proposed to grant and 
when will such grant he made; 

(ui) whether it is promised to impose nn\ conditions on the chari- 
table disjiensarv for this grant ; and 

(ir) if so, what are the conditions which it is pioposed to lmjxise? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (/) and (//) 

Government have offered to make a special non-reeurring grant of 
lbs. f), ()<)() to the Pabna hospital during the euricnt financial year. 

(in) and (ir) On condition that the 1 hspeiisan Committee should 
find the balance required to meet the urgent needs of the institution. 


Number of patients treated in the charitable dispensaries in Pabna. 

324. SHAH SYED EMDADUL* HAQ: (n) Will the Ilon’hle the 
Minister in ehaige of the Department of Local Self-Goxernment. Ikj 
pleased to make a statement showing the a\erage number of patients 
treated in the charitable dispensaries in the district of Pabna during 
the triennial jH'riod 11)12-18 to 1D14-L) and also during the last triennial 
period y . 

(h) What, has Wn the average cost of medicines for these triennial 
periods per jKitient in these dispensaries p 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have taken into consideration the rise in prices of medicines 
in making grants for medicines to the charitable dispensaries in the 
district f 



1923.1 


QUESTIONS. 


503 


The Hon’bfe Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The only 

information winch is available will be found in Statement R of the 
Annual Rejxirt on the woikmg of the hospitals and di«j|H‘tisanes in 
Bengal, copies of whuh are available in the Uounril lahiary. 

(h) The information is not available. 

(r) No. 


Publication of Government advertisements in the “Sanjivani.” 

325. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {<,) Will the llon'ble the 
Member in chaise of the 1’olitieal Department be pleased to state — 
(?) whether it is a fact that tin* memoiaiidum No. 1 3 ‘i22-«35P. , 
dated tin* 12th September, 1922, was issued over the sig- 
liatuie oi the 1 rnlei Seri el an to the (iov ennrieiit of Rental, 
Political Depaitment, to tin* Public Woiks Department, 

(//) whether it is a tact that it was suggested m that nmnioiandum , 
“that tin* Rubin Woiks Depaitment and its suboidmate 
officers ma\ find it rain , a Ren al i week I v nc\\spn|MT 

of modeiate news) a suitable medium foi ( io\ ei union! 
ad v eft l semen I s ’ ’ ; and 

(in) wh\ was tin* Satijiram onl\ selected for this pm pose v 

(h) W ill the llon’ble the Memliei be pleased to state-- 
(n tin* names of tin* othei newspajxMs in which tlovernmerit 
advertisements aie published, and 
(//) the reasons for the exclusion of other pa|x*rs v 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (/) and (,,) Yes 

( /// ) Tin* fact that this papei did not ie<eive (iovernmeiit advertise- 
ments and might he a suitable medium foi these was brought, to the 
imtiee of (iovernmont. The cases of other newspajieis did not wise at 
that time. 

( b ) The information is not lendih available, since each dej»artmeut 
inserts its advertisements in such pajMTs as seem to it most suitable 
for the purpose it ha.s in view. 


Cost of land and building for the proposed Bajitpur subdivision. 

326. Mr. S. M. B08E: (a) With reference to the reply to my ques- 
tion No. 50 on the 3rd July. 1922, will the llon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Polit ical ^Department be pleased to state the exjtf’nditure already 
incurred on land and building for tire proposed Bajitpur subdivision? 

S3 A 
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(b) Have the Government considered the feasibility of modifying the 
scheme for the projiosed subdivision? 

(r) If so, have any revised estimates been prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) The expenditure 
incurred is as follows: — Acquisition of land — Us. 51.008; raising the 
site — Its. 70,517; deepening tanks — Its. 10,477; manufacture of bricks 
—Its. 20,745. 

(/>) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


District board grants to union committees in Pabna. 

327. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon blc the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Go\ eminent l>e 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the giants made b\ the 
district board of Pabna to each union committee constituted under the 
Bengal Local Self-Go\ eminent Act of 1885, each \ear during the last 
three years? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The estab- 
lishment of four union committees, viz., (’hat Mohor, Hera, Lllapara 
and Shahazadpur in the Pabna district was sanctioned m duly, 1010, 
but they commenced working from the year 102(1-21. As to the grants 
made by the Pabna district Inmrd during tin* years 1020-21 and 1021-22, 
the mem tier is referred to column 11 of Appendix E to the resolution 
on the working of district boards in Bengal for 1020-21 and of Appendix 
E for 1021-22 of which a copy in proof is laid on the Library table. 


Strength of the f^tory inspecting staff. 

328. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY : (a) Will the 
lion* blc the Member in charge of the Department of (’ommerce be pleased 
to stut e — 

the reason for not increasing the strength of (he faetoiy inspeet- 
* ing staff; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that there has been an abnormal increase 
in the number of factories in the pi evince since the intro- 
duction of the New Factories Act? 

(b) Is it a fact that Factory Inspectors with necessary qualifications 
from England cannot be obtained owing to the smallness of the salary 
offered P 



1923 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


505 


(c) Is it also a fart that the salaries paid to the meinliers of tins 
department are much lower than those juud to the Inspectors of other 
similar departments specially those administered by the (iovernment of 
India ? 

(d) Has the attention of the Ilon’ble the Member lieeii drawn to 
the fact that the travelling and motor car allowances paid to tin* Factory 
Inspectors do not meet the actual expenses!' 

Mr. A. MARR: in) d) Government ha\e been unable to 
increase the factory indirection staff owing to financial stringency. 

(u) There has not been an abnormal increase in the number of 
factories m the province since the amended factories Act came into 
ojreration, but then* has been a huge increase in the numlror of factories 
registered. The i unease is due to the provisions of the amended Act. 

(h) The inenilrer is leteired to Ihe answer to in) (i) abo\c Inn 
financial reasons (iovernment do not propose to recruit tinthei stall at 
present, so that it is impossible to sa\ whether Faetoi\ Insjreetois with 
the necessaiv qualifications fiom England can be lecruited at the pie- 
sent iates of pay, or not 

(r) If, by other similar departments, the menilrer refers to the 
factory insjieetion staff ol othd ]rrovinces and the mines inspection staff 
of the ( ro\ eminent of India, it is not a tact that the salaries of the 
memlrers of the Bengal staff are much lower than tliose paid to the 
factory liisjieHion staff ol other provinces. The mem hers of the mines 
insjH'et ion staff of tin* (iovernment of India are paid on a higher scale 
than the membeis ot the Bengal factory msjiectioii staff. 

( d ) Yes, representations have lieeii made to (io\emment that the 
allowances reteired to do not meet the actual excuses. 


European and Anglo-Indian unemployment. 

329. Mr. H. A. 8TARK: (n) Is the TTon’hlo the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture and Industries aware of the rhionie 
state of unemployment among the Euroj>ean and Anglo-Indian com- 
munity in ('aleutta? 

(b) Have tlie (iovernment instituted any impiirics into the mattery 
If so, with what result ? 

(c) Has it come to the knowledge of (iovernment that the calls for 
charitable relief exceed the potentialities of the present charitable insti- 
tutions in this city? 

(d) A re the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
action to afford relief — 

(/) by introducing a system of doles as in England ; or 
(2) by organizing measures for finding employment for the 
unemployed ? * 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (iovernmonl arc* aware of the present state of 
unemployment among the Enrojieun and Anglo-Indian community in 
Calcutta. 

(h) No. 

(r) (lovernment undei stand that the calls tor charitable relief have 
been heavy. 

on (D No. 

(2) There is a commit lee considering the question of unemployment 
among the* educated middle* class in Bengal and their findings may be 
of use in connection with Anglo-Indian unemployment. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: I desire to mqiiiio whethei the Committee has 
been instructed to eniisidci tin* question of unemploN ment among the* 
Anglo-Indian communit\ in Calcutta 11 not, will tlu* Ilon’bh* tlu* 
Mimslei be pleased to instruct it to do so? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Yes, we rail gm* them the instruction 


Ratio between the inspecting officers and teachers. 

330. Rai Dr. HARIDH AN DUTT Bahadur: AY ill the Hon’blo the 
Minister m charge of the* Department of Education be pleased to state 
the ratio between the* inspecting oflieeis, and teachers actually occupied 
in teaching, among the* Indian Educational Service*, the* Provincial 
Educational Sen ire, and the- Subordinate* Educational Sen vice* of the 
Education Drpai t me*nt (hiring the* >e*ar 1 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The statement below gives the 
required information : — 



Kutio of itiijM’ctiug’ 
to Uwoliing 

Indian Educational Son ice — 

Men's Branch 

8 : 45 

Women’s Branch 

. . 1:1 

Bengal Educational Sen ice — 

Mon’s Branch 

. . 1:4 

Women's Blanch 

. . 4:3 

.Subordinate* Educational Service 

.. 1:4 
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331. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: u<) 1„ th,. HmTl.le tin. 

Member iu i-harjje ot tin* Mamie Department awaie- 

O) t bill there is no waiting shed for paivn^ers at au\ of the 
liunieiotis Ka-t lienpil mer station.' ; 

(in that on hoard file steamer, except in express semces, there is 
no ar rangement toi mossing; 

(m) that t here is no a i langement ioi supply mg pine tli inking yyatei ; 

{tv) that in pmies there an* seats ior a do/en people sitting ( lost 
together, Inning no m utii in hunt; 

(r) that there is no arrangement for bath tor inter ant) thin) class 
passengers ; 

{ri) that female thu d class passengers are e\ peeled to sit a i ou n <1 the 
boilei and tli.it m the summer they and children sutler tioin 
mdesci ibable heat , and 

{ru) that tin* accommodation of the second class passengers is like 
a turiiace with heat ot the holler 1 on two .sides!*' 

(h) Is the Horfble the Member considering the desimbility of draw- 
ing the attention of the steamer authorities to these grievances and ot 
asking them to take steps at an early dale to remedy them!'' 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, MARINE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): I n) (/) to \vu) I ioNermnent ha\e no information 
beyond that < untamed in the replies to unstaned question 
No. •{ asked h\ Mauhi Fazlal Karim at the meeting ot the Council hel< 
on tlie 4th duly, 1 !hj 1 , and uiistarred question No. k?oS asked by Babu 
Bhrshniadev Das at the meeting 1 of the Council held on the (1th Septem- 
ber. 1!K>1. 

{In There are numerous steamer services in Hast Bengal and the 
principal steamer companies have intimated their inability to give 
replies to a question couched in sin h general teims. It tin* member will 
confine his inquiries to particular steamer services, (mvoinment will 
consider whether any action is necessary. 


Means of communication in Pabna. 

332. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: C/> Has the attention of tin 
Hon’ble the Minister in chaige of the Department of Local Kelf-Uoyein 
irient been drawn to the condition of the meJins of communication in tin 
district ot I’abiai especially in the Sadar subdivision *t 
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(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister he pleased to state the amounts 
annually spent (lining the last ten years in constructing and maintain- 
ing roads in the Sadar subdivision of the Palma district? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A reference 
is invited to the reply given to a somevvliat similar question but by She 
Syed Emdadnl Haq in August, 1922. Government have no further 
information . 

(h) Government are unable to compile this information without 
consideiable labour, which in their opinion would not be justified by its 
value. 

Cost of establishment of the Public Works Department in Pabna. 

333. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge oi the Depailment of Public Works be pleased to state — 

How many Subdi visional Officers, Public Works Depai (ment, 
an* posted to the district oi Pabna; 

(//) what was the establishment cost of the (io\ eminent when tin 
whole work was ent lusted to tin* district boa id oi Pabna; aim 

(in) whaf is the present establishment cost? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALl CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: a) One. 

(u) The establishment cost was lb per cent, on the value of work 
done. 

{//;) The present establishment cost is b b per cent, on the value ol 
work done. 


Competitive examination for the recruitment of certain 
services under Government. 

334. Babl* BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Ilon’ble the Member in 
charge* ol tin* Appointment Depaitment be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the (Iovernment to introduce the system oi 
competitive examinations for the recruitment of sub-registrars, munsifs 
and sub-inspectors of police? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Subject to certain reserva- 
tions Government contemplate introducing the system of competitive 
examination for the lecruitiuent of sub-registrars but not for that ol 
munsifs and sub-inspeetors of police. 
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Missing of records from the office of the 8irajganj 
Munsif's Court 

335. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (u> Is the Hon hie th 

Member in ( liaise ot the Judicial Depaitment aware that some records 
from the ollice ot the (\mit ot the Munsif oi Sirajganj in the judgeship 
oi Pabna-liogi a aie missing? 

(b) li so, how many of them are missing and how many of them 
have been flared up to date? 

(r) I> it a fact that some ot (In* ministeiial otlicers of Sirajganj have 
been suspended? 

(<I) If so, what aie their names and what is the nature of the 
respective offences for winch each of them has been punished? 

{r) Are the (io\einmen< considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to all the judicial office! s in the Presidency t« be more care- 
ful of then icroids in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (//) Yes. 

(b) Fixe leiords weie missed fiom the < ustodx of clerk Abdtis Sattur 
and one icrord from the eimtodx of cleik Jahiiuddin Sarkar None of 
the missing molds have been liaced out set. All the lecords ha\e been 
reeonsti ucted. 

(e> and ( r/ > rleiks Abdus Sattai and Juliii uddin Sarkar have been 
suspended until further or dels foi neglect of duty in respect of the miss- 
ing ol the m olds and (lie Km ishtadar , Jxolish Chandra Hagchi, has 
been suspended foi one month and eighteen da\s tor foi tiling a clnjue 
among the ministerial otlicers and for shielding the abo\ eriamed two 
< leiks tmm whose cuModx the lecords were missed, as also for some othei 
offences 

(r> No. 


Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs of Calcutta. 

336. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: <,/) Will the Hon’ble the 
Mem bei m (haigcol the Judicial Department Ik* pleased to state how 
and under what aiithontv the Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs of Calcutta 
are appointed and what are their functions, jMiwers and terms of office? 

(ft) Will'll was the Shei iff ami Deputy Sheriff first appointed and 
how man\ have been upjxmited up to date, stating the communities to 
which the\ belonged? 

(r) Do the appointments of Sheriff’s and Deputy Sheriffs cam anv 
remuneration with them? 

(d) In what respects arc the Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs subor- 
dinate to (D nhe Government, and (u) the High Court? 
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The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) The Sheriff of Calcutta is 
appointed by the Governor-General in Council upon the recommendation 
of th^i Ilon’ble the Chief Justice of Bengal, who submits the 
mimes of three persons to the Governor-General in Council in accord- 
ance witli the Statutes relating thereto. 

The Deputy Sheriff is appointed by the Sheriff. Under the Statute 
the Sheriff shall execute his duties himself or by deputies to be appointed 
bv him. The term of the Sheriff’s office is one year. The functions 
are to execute all the writs, summonses, rules, orders, warrants, com- 
mands and processes, etc., etc., of the court, to attend the Judges at 
the criminal sessions, to receive and lodge in prison such }>ersons as 
shall be committed to him for that purpose. 

(It) The first Sheriff according to available information was appointed 
in 1774. Up to date lf>4 Sheriffs have been appointed. Up to 1805 
all the Sheriffs weie Euro]>eans. Since then there have l>een 2 Jews, 
2 Parsecs, 3 Armenians, 2 Marwuris, 0 Muhammadans, ]() Hindus and 
37 KurojH'ans who held the office of Sheriff of Calcutta. 

The Deputy Sheriff was first appointed in 1774. 

(r) The Sheriff is remunerated by fees, out of which the costs of 
the Sheriff’s office and establishment and the remuneration of the 
Deputy Sheiiff are paid. 

(rf) The Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff are bound by law to carry out 
the duties imposed upon them by the Statutes. 


The Calcutta Rent Act. 

337. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hnn’ble the Minister ^in charge of the Department of Uocal Self- 
Government been drawn to the depreciation in the price of house-property 
in Calcutta due to the o]>eration of the Calcutta Rent Act? 

(h) Is it a fact that this depreciation is likely to affect even the 
revenue of the Calcutta Corpoiution? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
lieeessauy steps so that the landlords may charge, and the tenants may 
lie enforced to jiay, fair rents on the basis of, say, 7 per cent, of tlie 
estimated value of lands with buildings erected thereon, instead of 
extending the ojierations of the said Act? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8UREHDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not aiise. 

(c) Government will consider whether in the event of rent control 
being continued, the principles of the present Act afford the best means 
of fixing ^ standard rent. 
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The Bengal Village Self-Covemment (Amendment) Bill, 19?3. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: I move that the Bengal Village 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, HKNl, U» circulated for eliciting 
opinion thereon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are vou projwsing to move for leave or do you 
want the Ilon’hle the Member to make a statement? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of, LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W, Goode): I would merely state that 
Government have every desire to consider the Bill which the member 
is intioducmg most carefullv, and we wish to obtain the views of local 
bodies on that Bill We have therefore suggested that the considera- 
tion of the Bill by the Council should bo jKistjxuied for -the turn* lieing. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Shah Sahib aio \ou satisfied with that state- 
ment ? 

Shall Sved Kmdadul Ilaq then withdrew his motion. 

Tlie motion was then, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I have the honour to-day to 
move that the Cab utta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 192-t, l>e referred to 
a Select Commiiteo, consist mg of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Barierjea, 
Mr (i N. Bov, Mi S. W Goode, Mr. T. Kmerson, Balm Surendra 
Nath Kav. Mi Kiishna Chandiu Bay Chaudhuri, Bahu Jatindra Nath 
Basil, Mi 1) -I Colien, Bahu Suiendni Nath Mallik, Mr. Huseyn Shalieed 
Suliiaw aidv . Maulvi A. K Kuzl-ul Ilaq, Mr.* If. A. Stark, Mr. K. II. h. 
Langtoid dames, Baja Beshee Case haw, and tin* mover, with instruc- 
tions to submit tlieu leports in time for its consideration at the ]>reseiit 
session of the Council. 

In the first place. I would hope that there is no objection to the 
j>ei sound of the Committee. 

Before I come to my Bill. I would like to make a few' general remarks. 

It will be witlmi the recollection of the members of this House that 
the Government in H)*J0 found it necessary to introduce the Kent Act, 
because housing ac commodation in Calcutta was unequal to the demand, 
thus putting landlords into a ]>osition in which they had the tenants at 
their mercv , and many landlords took advantage of this position to 
extort exoibitant rents until the tenants wore driven to despair and wore 
goaded into taking active action against this unequal struggle. The 
Government Recognized this injustice and the result was the papsent 
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Act, which, in spite of all its faults and loopholes, has done good. 
To-day, 1 ask you to extend and amend this Act, as I contend it is more 
urgently required to-day than when the Act was passed. 

I.*et me start by illustrating the first instance that I am aware of. A 
house in Theatre Road was let in August, 1918, for Its. 475, and in 
December, 1918, was let for Its. 1,400 to a Japanese. We may presume 
that the Japanese were ignorant of rent value and were thus the uncon- 
scionable means of starting this rent-racking. 

I give a few other instances: — 


Situation of liuu*!*. 

Rent !u 1014. 

Rent in 10SI-S3. 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Per mensem. 

Per mensem. 

5, Cumae Street, 2 flats 

550 

1 ,200 

9, Cam uc Street 

477 

650 

2, Theatre Road 

650 

1,875 

9, Theatre Road 

600 

1,200 

28, Theatre Road 

275 

800 

50, Theatre Road 

475 

1,350 

4/1, Middleton Street 

550 

1,200 

2, Middleton Row 

515 

1 ,500 

3, Middleton Row 

550 

1 ,350 

4, Elysium Row 

500 

1,100 

18, J;ee Road 

475 

850 

13, Loudon Street 

600 

1,100 

12, Alipore Park 

475 

675 

16, Alipore Park 

320 

450 

1, Dover Park, Ballygunge 

265 

500 

13, Ballygunge Store Road 

450 

800 

3, Upjx'r Wood Street 

520 

750 


These cases. I have given, have not come before the Controller. 1 
would ask the (lovernment to state the cases, that have come before the 
Controller — thousands of them — I know he is very busy. 

1 have been told that the rent of Messrs. Bourne & Shepherd, No. 10, 
Chowringhee Road, has been raised from Rs. 800 to Rs. 3,300. 

One (‘tin readily understand that these inflated rents can only be met 
by overcrowding, or tremendous self-denial on the tenant’s part. I 
know of one place in ltaw don Street, four rooms, meant for one family 
in which there are 13 adults and 20 servants living. One stands aghast 
at the serious consequences if this continues, and the health of the city 
will b'* in jeopardy. 
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I visited the Indian quarters — Chitpur Road, Lower and Upper; 
Pathuriaghatta Road; Baranoshi Ghosh Street — and other quarters. 
One of India’s greatest, benefactors said — 

Administration will be all the more efficient if the officers who conduct it have 
greater opportunities of regular contact with those whom it affects. 

Therefore, I considered it was my duty to s<x» jiersonalh what the 
conditions were. There they can only be described as appalling, and in 
the words of Coleridge : 

I counted two and seventy stenches, 

All well-defined, and several stinks. 

I then visited Bentinck Street, and the numerous lanes, leading 
from there, which may be termed the Chinese quarter; Dharamtolla 
Street, Wellesley Street, and other streets in this vicinity which may 
he described as the Domiciled Community’s quarter; and then, the 
European quarter, and wherever you go, you come uTtonn these tw r o 
aspects — overcrowding and excessive rents. 

I give you hereunder a few instances wbeie the present Act has 
been very hard on the tenants, and the landlords, having found loopholes 
provided in the present Act, have turned their tenants out: — 

No. 1, Lower Circular Road. — Tenant was paying Rs. 500 a month, 
but the landlord turned him out on a pretext that, the premises 
were to lie pulled down and rebuilt. It lias now Wn rolet at 
Rs. 050 {mt month, without repairs, which means Rs. 750 
really. 

No. 2, Theatre Road. — Tenant was jmying Rs 050 }x*r month. 
The landlord got him out on the excuse that he was going to 
occupy the house himself, and after making certain additions 
and alterations, has now relot, under the heading of “ first 
letting,” at Rs. 1,875 (ground floor for Rs. 550, middle 
floor for IN. 075, and top floor for Rs. 050). 

No. 48, Park Street. — Original rent Rs. 800, and it was standard- 
ized at Rs. 550. A little furniture was' put in and it. is now 
yielding Rs. 700 a month. 

I also give you the following incidents of exorbitant sub-letting, 
which have come to my notice : — • 

House belonging to was "let for Rs. 550, and that gentle- 

man has relet the upper and lower flat, which work out to 
Rs. 900 and Rs. 600, respectively. 

Pretoria Street. — Tenant Mrs, paying Rs. 400, sublets 

furnished at Rs. 1,000 per month. 

I repeat with emphasis what I have said in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that there is no gainsaying the fact that the provisions of 
the Act have; given considerable relief to the jxx>rer section of the 
inhabitants of this great city. I* would also emphasize the facf that 
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there are signs that if the Act were come to an end in the near future, 
a large number of a certain type of landlords will swoop down on their 
tenants with exorbitant demands. A Rent Act, until some landlords 
have learnt a lesson that they have a duty to the public, is as essential 
on the Statute Book as any of the provisions on the Statute Book, which 
have been found essential for the maintenance of law and order. 

Greed is founded in the selfishness of man’s nature, and the Govern- 
ment’s duty is to protect its people from the rapacity of a number of 
landlords, who practically say: “ You toil and work and earn bread 
and I will eat it.” It is not necessary to go into the rights of property; 
the law which creates proper! t \ can be defended only on the ground that 
it is a law beneficial to mankind. Let ib try and reason out why the 
continuation of this Act is necessary. We find that according to the 
Census of 1911, the Christian population, including Kiuojxnuis and 
Anglo-Indians in Calcutta and its suhuibs, was 40, oil and in the 
Census taken in 1921 these figmes read as 4M.GS0, viz., an increase of 
0,109, which this House will agree is a considerable increase when you 
take into consideration the small number of houses that Calcutta 
possesses for this class of people. I do not dilate on the dire poverty 
and necessity of the hhtvhalotj class of the Indian communitv who need 
our help. The main reason why building lias not been rallied on to 
meet the increasing demand fm houses, I think it will be readily 
granted, is that fiom the middle of 1920, and almost the whole of 1921. 
the price of building materials ruled very high and the juice of land 
reaching the maximum remained stationary It is not the Rent Act 
that is the cause of the housing accommodation being not equal to the 
demand at juesent ; therefore, it is essential that the Act should be 
extended. At tin* juesent time the juice of land shows a downward 
tendency, and I think the extension of this Act will be the means of 
landlords being more eager to sell their sites, otherwise it would mean 
holding for another three years without a possible chance of the value 
improving. 

The juice of building materials lmve now considerably decreased. 
The ju ice of brick and iron lias almost i cached pre-wai rates. Cement 
lias also fallen in juice and timber is just about the same as ever. These 
are the juincijval materials that are required for building, so you see that 
everything jmints to a more suitable condition for building oj>erations 
and we may take it that within the next three years, the present condi- 
tion will be much relieved, but until more accommodation conics along, 
the Rent Act should be renewed. People are forced to herd together 
Tike cattle, so that each may share in satisfying the greed of rnjvncious 
landlords; thus overcrowding must sooner or later result in ill-health 
to our jvojmlation mul perhaps in serious epidemics. Overcrow-ding is 
to he, deprecated anywhere, but above all places on earth where this 
should not be permitted is in India. 



1923 .] 


CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


515 


I will now endeavour to deal with the evasions of the Act.. Let 
me, in the first instance, try to show you how an injustice can be done 
and is done to the poor class, who cannot defend themselves. An indivi- 
dual who is working for Rs. 150 per month has rooms for which he 
or she pays Rs. 60 per month. The landlord raises the rent 25 per t ent., 
he or she appeals to the Rent Controller; the landlord learns he or she 
is about to do this; he appears for an ejectment order. The poor indivi- 
dual has to attend two courts, pay lawyers, waste his or her time and 
probably loose his or her job. The result is that there an* hundreds 
who agree to pay the extortionate increase rather than bear the heavy 
expense they will l>e put to with its accompanying loss of time and 
probably loss of employment. 

Even after the Rent Controller has assessed the rent and Immmi success- 
ful against the ejectment order the persecution in some cases still goes 
on until the poor tenant is now driven into dosjM'ration by the terrible 
harassment and persecution of ejectment orders, and monthly notices 
from solicitors, telling them they must quit. They find their only means 
of escape is to pay to this type of landlord “ extortion money, ” which 
he accepts bv private arrangements thus forcing money out of the |x>or 
and at the same time defrauding the Government of it" legitimate 
revenue in income tax, as, mark you, a receipt is given tor the amount 
of rent as ordered by the Rent Controller, and many of the.se poor people 
have to devise means of how to meet this extortion money. They often 
partition oft' a loom which is already small enough into what may be 
termed a box and then sublet it. thus creating oveiciouding, bringing 
on disease, ill-health, and possibly epidemics. 

This may be called a clap-trap by some papers— a word that is 
generally used when they have not a logical reply to statements and facts. 

I now come to the Bill. 1 must keep in mind the fact that section 52( /) 
of the Rules and Standing Ordeis does not permit me to dilate too much 
on the detail" of the Bill, and very rightlv so, for the details arc to W 
settled by the Select Committee. What 1 am required to do, to-day, 
is to set forth the principles of mv Bill and to invite a discussion u|K»n 
them. Now what are my principles? In the first place, I want the 
present Act extended. That is the main thing. The Act must Ik* 
extended. There is dire poverty among the middle and poorer classes 
of all communities in this great city. Some of us. who arc lmni with 
the proverbial gilded spoon in our mouth, are apt to forget this fact. 
Some of us, who Jive in palatial residences, are apt to forget the condi- 
tions under which some of our poorer brethren li\e. Poorer but not 
less respectable than us. Apart from the conditions under which they 
live, these i>oor jieople need protection from Shylock landlords, who want 
more than their pound of flesh. 

I hope I have said sufficient to satisfy this enlightened Council that 
a great necessity still exists for the continuance of the Rent Acf. I 
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believe in Bombay, Madras, and Rangoon, the Rent Art has been 
extended, also in England. In none of these places do I think that the 
conditions are as bad as they are here. Should Calcutta lag behind — 
should Bengal, the most enlightened province of India, lag behind ip 
showing mercy to their less fortunate brethren ? 

But exj>erience has shown that the Rent Act, as it stands, will not 
do. There are many loopholes in the present Act as framed for its 
evasion. My next principle is to bring within the purview of the Act, 
the rapacious tenant or sub-landlord. There are some tenants who have 
outdone the rapacity of the landlord. There are a few, who can only 
be called “ vampires.’' While they avail themselves of the Kent Act 
to protect themselves from their own landlords, they, in turn, suck the 
blood of their sub-tenants. 

In regard to the latter principle, I have endeavoured to utilize and 
improve uixm the English precedent, but 1 am quite agreeable to the 
adoption of any modifications that the Select Committee, with their 
fuller knowledge, might consider it advisable to adopt. 

We must, get at the tenant who sublets. We must also get at the 
person who sublets at a high rental and tries to cover himself b\ say- 
ing he has let it. furnished. 

I consider that, the method suggested by me in clause 11 of m\ Bill 
is the fairest and most equitable way of dealing with the matter and I 
think it is based on sound reasoning. 

There are a few other details I have attempted to tackle in my Bill, 
viz. — 

(1) The reduction of the standard rent where it is based on a lucky 

rental on the 1st November, 19 IK — clause 4. There is much 
dissatisfaction among landlords about this. We want to get 
hold of a reasonable standard rent. That is the basic princi- 
ple on which the Rent Act has l>een framed, and no land- 
lord should be allowed to lienefit by an unusual first letting. 

(2) Rower should he given to fhe landlord to recover his higher 

rent as soon as is reasonably possible, lie should not be 
kept out of his dues — clause 5. 

(3*) In clauses 6 and 7, I have tried to meet the evils of flimsy 
ejectment proceedings on a desire to rebuild. I think there 
. is a very fair case for action under this head. 

A landlord may desire to make alterations in his property, although 
the tenant does not desire it. He may put a small verandah on to a 
room and charge 60 ]>er cent, on the rental for this alteration, and there 
is nothing to prevent it in the Act. He states he has mad<> an addi- 
tion to the house. 



f ] CALCUTTA BENT BILL. sn 

“ “ in8tanoe .^ e in ^ioh.Mr. A. K. Banneiji applied 
S™ " a tenant re “<W at No. 44A, Police Hospital Road, for 
itandardixation of rent. It was. stated that just after the Bent Aot 
Mine into force the tenant had the rent of the premises standardised at 
Us. 44, Subsequently the landlord turned the verandah of e&oh of the 
flats into a room and demanded Bs. 100 as rent per month. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I have repeatedly asked hon’ble 
members not to cross between the Chair and the speaker. I shall be 
glad if they will make an attempt to observe this rule when entering the 
Council Chamber. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Mr. S. Laskar contended for 
the landlord that after the construction of the two rooms the house was 
let for the first time and, therefore, that rent should be regarded an the 
rent of first letting. The Rent Controller fixed the standard rent at 
Rs. 60 . 

* 1 would have preferred that this Bill should have teen taken up by 

the Government. My resolution to this effect was before the Council 
for two sessions. I despaired of it ever being reached and introduced 
this Bill as being the only means of getting the matter ventilated. I 
know that the Bill will not meet with the approval of the esteemed act- 
ing Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, as it will interfere with the 
Calcutta Corporation revenue. I still remember his severe attacks 
"against the Government at anything that affected the poor and helpless. 

I hope he has not lost that good trait of character. This matter is above 
revenue, a vastly more important matter, it is dealing with souls; and 
I would ask him lief ore he makes his severe attack on me, as I learn 
he is going to do, is to remember the philosopher Chilo, who was reputed 
as one of the seven Sages of Greece, used to say that men of great 
bodily strength ought to be sweet in manners and disposition in order 
to inspire in others reverence rather than fear. Similarly, they who 
manifestly excel their fellows by reason of great intellectual or other 
gifts ought carefully to cultivate affability and sweetness of manner. 

I deplore the necessity of extending this Act as much as any one; 
we all want to get* rid of these Acts as soon as conditions will 'permit. 
We want to get back to sound economic conditions so that everyone 
can have a fair deal without Government interference. The time is not 
yet, and this Act must be extended until that time comes. 

Ther^are two philosophies of politics: one is you should attempt to 
play Providence, and the other is that you should let the Devil take the 
hindmost, and we are accustomed to associate the latter policy with the 
hatural play of economic laws. As far as economic laws have their 
natural play, this is a situation in which, whatever our views may be, 
we aB must compromise. Now, Sir, before sitting down I would ask 
this House not* to forget that whan we take on the responsibility* of 

' ' 84 _ 



518 


CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


[8th Feb. 

f representing the people, we do so upon the conditions that justice wid 
mercy are the reins of power and the upward avenues of hope shall be 
free to all people. Your people are looking to you with hope. Let it 
not be said this House has disappointed them. 

What are the Europeans, what are the Domiciled Community, what 
are the Indian population of Bengal going to think of India’s new era, 
if under the new' j>ow r ers India has got, its legislators (who are returned 
by the votes of their constituents to look after their interests) are going 
to be indifferent to their cry for relief from this terrible burden that is 
making their lives so unhappy!" I think the poor bear too tamely all the 
kow-towing; all the sweating and rack-renting. Let us think what all 
this rack-renting and sweating means— what it costs in men, women, and 
children — what it costs in brawn and brain. Ah! What it costs in 
human souls. We must conquer the greed and folly of Ego. If you 
sow tares, can you reap wheat? If you sow’ hate, can you reap love? 
The jK)et has truly said : — 

God's fruits of wisdom ripen slow, 

Man's mimls are narrow, let them grow ; 

» My children ! Ye must wait. 

While there may la* some persons, whose minds are narrow', I feel sure 
there is no memlier present here whose mind is so narrow as to ask 
his constituents to wait, and that time will iemed\ this deplorable condi- 
tion. Sir, they cannot wait: They must have immediate relief, and 1 
am sure that will he the opinion of this House. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: My object in rising at this stage is not in any way to 
enlighten the House as to the j>oKcy to 1 h* adopted by Government on 
this Bill or on the question of the rent law of Calcutta, because that is 
the duty of my friend to the left. My object in lising is sini]>Jy this. 
1 introduced and passed the Rent Act of Calcutta which is still in force 
and which will remain isi force till May next. Mr. Campbell Forrester’s 
Bill proposes to introduce a new Act and to substitute it for the Act 
which will go out in May next. My request to the members of this 
House is this: to my landlord friends I would make an earnest appeal 
not to indulge in bickering of any kind or to show any anti-tenant feel- 
ing for we all know that a good landlord is always a pro-tenant man. 
To those that are going to voice the tenants’ interests here I would 
earnestly request not to indulge in any high-falutin w’ords, which are 
very often empty words, in trying to belittle the landlords or to vilify 
them.* The main issue is that there is at the present moment a Rent 
Act in force in Calcutta; whether that Rent Act or another Rent Act 
should be continued until normal conditions prevail is the main issuer 
and inv reason in rising is to earnestly request both sides to bear this 
in mind and to avoid as much os possible any unpleasant bickering on 
the»subject. 
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RE8HEE CA8E LAWS I rise to oppose strongly the second 
tending of the* Calcutta Keut (Amendment) Bill. In the Statement of 
Objects and Hensons it is stated 44 a Rent Act, until the landlords have 
learnt their lesson, is as essential on the Statute Book as any of the 
provisions on the Statute Book which have been found essential for the 
maintenance of law and order.” It is further stated 44 the landlords 
who build in a great city mu$t he likened to a public utility company 
and his charges must he kept within reasonable bounds.” The mover 
has a very strange idea of a 44 public utility ” company. If we take 
the example of Germany we find — 

The municipalities generally sell or let their land, ami the building agencies which 
enjoy most offuuil favour are the ••ouches of *' public utility/’ Some are co-opera* 
tjive others semeplnlan tropic in that they aim at building good houses and limit their 
profits. — Ihv bn('!jilop(ultu , Hi lionntcn, i/cruif/i rdtiion, Ilousiny. 

Where has the lion* Me member in charge of the Bill found 1 but the 
landlords of Calcutta are members of public utility societies and that 
they should conform to his wishes? Aie they not in* the same posi- 
tion as the mills and other industries, the tiaders, the money-lenders, 
and the tnembeis oi the learned piolessimi ? It the burner are allowed 
to make huge piofits, w li\ should the lattei be deprived of the same? 
Government intioduced the Rent Art for a limited [tcriod as a war 
measure, but < iicunistances have since changed considerably for the 
better as the supply of houses is greater than the demand. Kindly see 
the three columns advertisement in the St<it<simm for houses and flats 
to let. The Bill igmnes the ordinary right of ownership, disregards 
the civic righl of a citizen and set* at naught the law of supply and 
demand. It is impossible to conceive of more diastie and arbitrary 
provisions than those contained in the present Bill. The landlords are 
thankful for small meicics here and there, but ftnni the quotations 1 
have made above it will be seen that they are trembling in their houses 
at the threat that they should be placed under the surveillance of the 
Rent Controller who will keep them straight just as the police do in the 
ease of criminals. They cannot but thank their stars for his good wishes. 
The lion* ble member in charge of the Bill thought that this will have 
the effect of intimidating the landlords and they will allow the tenants 
and sub-tenants to enjoy their houses without demur. He is greatly 
mistaken, my i egret is that he lias not formed a correct idea of owner- 
ship and of property before he ventured upon submitting this Bill. 
The landlords cf Calcutta are nothing but owners of their own proper- 
ties and when they build houses on their lands, they are os min'i 
entitled to see that the money they have invested should bring them a 
sufficient return. If anything should regulate their action, it should 
be tile law of supply and demand and not any arbitrary law framed 
under the auspices of Government. Black sheep there are in every 
Community, but it is not consistent with reason or with justice to con- 
demn and punish the whole class for the faults of a few. All landlords 
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are not unscrupulous speculators and do not try to extort exorbitant 
rents. The Bill, however, allows the sub-tenant a profit of 35 per cent, 
in excess of the total rent which means that he wiH get 25 per cent, on 
the furniture and 10 per cent, on the rent. In other words, the ten- 
dency of the Bill is that the landlords should not be allowed even & 
profit of G per cent., which is the utmost they can expect on the 
money they have invested, whereas the sub-tenants will be allowed to 
earp 10 per cent, and live happily in the flats and houses and make a 
profit at their expense. 

Again, what the Bill seeks to formulate may be stated, bifiefly, 
that from November, 1918, when the Rent Act came into force to May, 
1926, if this Act is unhappily extended, i.e., for about eight years, 
the annual rental value of each premises must not increase by more 
than 10 per cent. A reference to the rev won of assessment by the 
Corporation, which is made every six years and which in the case of 
some of the Wards has been recently made, would show that even where 
the Improvement Trust has not made any improvements, the annual 
values have been increased by more than 50 per cent. Under what 
justification the State would deprive the landlords from getting the 
benefit of this rise, and the Calcutta Corporation from getting their 
due share, one fails to understand. 

The Bill is further objectionable as it makes the Rent Controller 
the arbiter of the fate of the landlords, and his decisions regarding rent, 
repairs, and compensation to tenants of fiats and buildings should 
henceforth he regarded as the law of the realm notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in the Indian Contract Act and the Transfer of Property 
Act. 

The Bill also tries to do away with the regular trial of suits which 
is most objectionable as anybody who knows the procedure adopted by 
the Rent Controller should not have suggested this because it is very 
summary and not at aH satisfactory. The sooner the post of the Rent 
Controller is abolished the better it will be, as it will save the Govern- 
ment a lot of money of which the Government is so much in need. 

It is not necessary at this stage to enter into a detailed considera- 
tion of the clauses of the Bill, suffice it to say, that the statements made 
by the hon’ble memlter in charge do not represent the correct state of 
facts*. If there is a shortage of houses, it will not be removed by this 
legislation, and no landlord with a grain of common sense will ever 
resign, his position as owner in order to make the Rent Controller the 
real tnalik and the tenants and sub-tenants to enjoy the profit. With 
these few words I move that the Bill be rejected. 

Babil AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am opposed to the motion which 
has been moved by our esteemed friend, Mr. Campbell Forrester, to refer 
the 'Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill to u Select Committee. It ha* 
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been stated in the Bill that there is a widespread desire to extend the 
."Calcutta Kent Act, but 1 find from the statement of opinions that the 
contrary is the case. Ihe House owners' Association is strongly opposed 
to it. It may be said that this is an Association of persons interested, 
but there are other public bodies who are opjioscd to it. The Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce is opposed to it. It is a Chamber 
consisting of members interested in trade, commerce, and industry. 
The Marwari Association is also op]X)sed to it. Tho Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, which consists of representatives not only of the landlords of 
Calcutta but also of the tenants thereof, and which consists of the lead- 
ing members pf the Bengal Chamber of Commen t' as well as the 
Calcutta Trades Association, is strongly opjK>sed to it. Then the 
British Indian Association, I find, is also opjKised to it, as also the 
Marwari Chamber of Commerce. Then I find Dr. N. C. Banerji, the 
President of the Tribunal, who lias no landed interest -in Calcutta, is 
also opposed. I also find Mr. Nhrosbree, who has no randtxl interest in 
Calcutta, who is an exjiert, and who was the Chief Valuer of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, is strongly opjmsed to it. Thus, it apjxmra 
that most of the leading men of Calcutta and most of tin leading public 
bodies of Calcutta are strongly opposed to the extension of the Act. 
I find that the Kurojiean Association supports it, but it consists of 
those gentlemen who generally form the tenants and who are vitally 
interested. But that Association has expressed its opinion to the effect 
that the removal of this Act would be an incentive to flu* construction 
of new buildings in Calcutta. Then the National Liberal League is 
opposed to it. But 1 find that the Bengal Chambered Commerce, which 
consists of practical men of business and which consists of the leading 
inhabitants of Calcutta, has expressed itself to the effect that an inquiry 
should be made into the piewnt circumstances, and unless and until an 
inquiry is made that Chamber cannot be expected to submit its opinion. 
This suggestion is a reasonable one. 1 think if it is desirable to jmss this 
Bill, before that is done, a committee should be appointed bv Govern- 
ment, representing tin* views of all sects and communities of Calcutta. 
The Marwari Trades Association is in favour of the Bill, but it has 
admitted that circumstances have materially altered since the year 

1920. 

It has been stated by Mr. Forrester that a landlord may be regarded 
as a public utility company. If that be the case, what about the 
Calcutta Tramways Company? Is it not a fact that that Company has 
increased its fares and that its rates are much higher than those in 
Bombay and Madras? Then take the case of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation. Has it not increased its rates by 30 per cent. ? 
Has not the Bengal Telephone Company increased its rates by 75 per 
Cent.? What has my esteemed friend, Mr. Campbell Forrester, done 
to reduce tbA9e rates? It may be said^that electricity is a luxui^r, L«t 
it has become a necessity of life; and in a commercial town, wWh 
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Calcutta undoubtedly is, the telephone is also a necessity. It has been 
said that this Act will give relief fo the poor. I beg to associate my- 
self with this consideration for the poor, hut I may be allowed to say 
that the English Act applies to holdings the rental of which is only £70 
per annum which corresponds to about Its. 80 per month. As a matter 
of fact I find that in 00 per cent, of the cases, applications are made 
for relief bv jkusoiis, the rent of whose holdings is more than Its. 50 per 
mensem. So, it upturn that only the rich are being benefited thereby 
and not the jM>or as alleged. 

My friend wants to give a lesson to the landlords of Calcutta, t 
think! that he- means the dishonest landlords and I am in full sympathy 
with him. There arc. dishonest landlords and there is not the slightest 
doubt about it, but is that the reason why honest landlords should be 
punished? There may he black sheep and there are black sheep in 
every herd, hut what about tin* dishonest tenants of Calcutta? May I 
ask what steps are going to bo taken to give a lesson to the dishonest 
tenants of Calcutta? Is it not a fact that some of the tenants, after 
taking a lease tinder writ tern contracts with their Jandhnds, sublet the 
rooms to others, realize the rent in full from them and when asked to 
pay the rent agreed upon, apply to the Kent Contndlci to fix the standard 
rent and reduce the rate of rent, and aftoi, say, five or six months when 
the Rent Controller calls upon them to pa\ 1 he rent, they go away. When 
the landlord after instituting a suit, gets a device passed in his favour 
and goes to execute it, he finds only furniture which does not belong 
to the tenants hut are hired. So I suggest that if any steps are taken 
to give a lesson to the dishonest landlords, some steps should also be 
taken to teach a lesson to the dishonest tenants of Calcutta. 

Wlmt J object to is artificial control, whatever the object might 
be. I am strongly in favour of natural control because T am sure that 
artificial control has led and will lead to corruption. I have some 
ex]K*rieuee of rice lutsirtesS. 1 find that when restrictions were imposed 
on the exj>ort of rice, the price was very high, but when the export was 
allowed the juice came down. What is the reason? Because the area 
under cultivation has increased. Take the case of coal. There were 
restrictions on the supply of waggons for the transport of coal from the 
collieries to Calcutta and also on the export of coal; the price of coal 
was high but us soon as those restrictions were removed by Government 
the price came down at once. What is the reason? The proprietors 
of collieries were afraid -of these restrictions and increased the raisings , 
as soon as these restrictions were withdrawn. Now the supply is more 
than the demand with the natural result that price has gone down. 

It will appear from Government reports that the rent of houses went 
up only 9 per cent, during the years 1913 — 17, whereas the price of coal 
during the same period went up by 168 per cent., kerosene oil 53 per 
cent# ,and sugar 88 per cent. Sugar may be a luxury but kerosene oil 
it a necessity. May I ask what steps were taken by Government ifC 
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Reduce the price of kerosene oil? Absolutely none. Then as regards 
cloth, when the price went up materially although lepresontation after 
representation were made to Government, no stejVs were taken. I am 
really sorry to say that Government were afiuid of the Manchester Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order! We are not now discussing the 
derelictions of Government, We are discussing the merits of 
#Mr. Campbell Forrester’s Rent Rill. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Thank you! 1 admit that there is 
an apprehension that as soon as the control is taken away, the rent will 
go up. I admit that it would go up, but it would last onl\ tor a few weeks 
or a few r month, because as soon as this control is taken away, the land- 
holders of Calcutta will erect additional buildings. The supply of build- 
ings will be more and the rent will come down. That was the case in 
the matter of godowns. Godowns have been exempted from the Dera- 
tions of the Calcutta Rent Act and when there was a great congestion 
of goods in Calcutta, the rent of godowns was very high or rather prohi- 
bitive, but because thcio ale no restrictions on the rent of godowns, the 
landlords of Calcutta elected a very large number of godowns in Cal- 
cutta. The result is that the supply is more than the demand and 
the rent of godowns has come down. I have some' sad exjnM'ience in 
the case of godowns in (Tietla. Not withstanding the fact that the 
export of rice has been resumed and notwithstanding the fact that the 
rice business has materially improved, most of the godowns at Chetla 
are vacant and they cannot l>c let out even after a reduction of 50 per 
cent. rent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not quite follow that argument, I do not 
know whether you are proposing to suggest that jMsiple should go and 
occupy *g<>downs instead of dwelling houses. I do not perceive the 
relevancy of that. 

Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Godowns are now’ excluded from 
the operations of the Calcutta Rent Act. It has been suggested in the 
Bill under discussion that even godowns should be included. I submit 
that the remedy will Ik? worse than the disease. This question was gone 
into by a Committee in the year 1920 befqre the enactment of this law, 
a Committee which was appointed by Government, a Committee which 
consisted of 14 members, 9 of whom were Eurojx^ans, a Committee which 
consisted of only three landlords. Now let us see what is the opinion 
that has been expressed by this Committee. This Committee expressed 
the opinion to the effect that there was no necessity for the Rent Act 
; a nd stated if it was enacted into law th£ result would be disastrous, and 
fihat it wouli interfere with the erection of buildings. I admit # that 
"fH number of new buildings have since been erected but had there been 



hi 


CALCUTTA BENT BILt. 


no Bent Act, the number of such buildings would have materially gone 
up. The remedies suggested are as follows: — w * 

As regards the notice of quit, it is to be increased from 15 days to 
three months. J 

' y het ! they 8U K8®»t that the suburban areas should be developed. 
That is being done by the Calcutta Improvement Trust, of which I have 
the honour to be a member. They have developed Bhowanipore and 
Beltollah and opened out a number of roads and a large number of 
buildings have been erected. Some of them are still vacant. * 

A. to the accommodation of the poor, I am very glad to inform you 

that the Calcutta Corporation lias already taken the initiative in this 
matter. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: You have reached your time-limit 
better read the last sentence. 


You had 


f . A “*; LYA D » 0NE AODY: What I beg to submit is 

that it won d be a cruelty and an injustice to the landlords if this Act 
were extended, and that the remedy suggested by my friend would be 
worse than the disease. 

of “n"‘ H 'i L ‘ ‘■? C f 0R , D JAME8! 11 is <>bvioUS from *he number 
of public meetings that lias been held and from (he number of letters 

m the daily press that we are dealing with a subject of extreme 
lntei est to the public, and naturally so, for it affects every section 
of the community. To civilized man, a lodging, a roof ove^ hie head 
is a necessity, and if it can be shown that the number of houses avail- 
able is owing to the action of (he landlords, not being placed at the 
disposal of the community „( large, I think that it would be in no 
way outside the province of Government to step in and adjust the situa- 
tion. With this object in view the present Bent Act was passed -in 1920 
and again with this object in view, Mr. Campbell Forrester is intro- 
ducing his Bill to carry on the present Act as amended by him. Now 
are we satisfied that conditions are such as to justify legislation V The 
tenants, being tenants, say, “yes.” The landlords, being landlords 
equally of course, say, *• no.” The landlords maintain that there is 
uo reason occasioned by any profiteering on their part for the continuance 
of legislation, although they readily admit delinquencies on the part 
of their own tenants subletting to other tenants. In my opinion, Si. 
Council, which must obviously keep an open mind in the matter is not 
at present in ixissession of sufficient information to justify our savin* ' 
one way or the other, whether we consider that the Bent Act should he 
continued. Human nature being what it is, it is not inconceivable that 
we, even we, as legislators, may be inclined to view this queetion from 
the qngle of vision either of a tenant or a landlord as the case mav be 
Obviously there is much to be said on both sides. The Bengal Ghamlmr 
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of Commerce were, as Babu Amulya Dhone Addy said, consulted in this 
matter. We were asked to give our opinion to Government on the 
Bill and the proposal that we have made is that Government should 
be asked to appoint at once a small committee to report whether in the 
opinion of that committee the continuation of this legislation is neces- 
sary. We asked Government at the same time, in the event of the 
reply of that committee being in the affirmative, to pledge itself to$ 
introduce a Bill w T ith t he least possible delay, for it seems to us that 
it should not be left to a private member to introduce a Bill on a matter 
of such paramount interest to the community at large. I would, there- 
fore suggest to Government that they should accept the proposition 
which has been put up by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and in the 
event of their agreeing to do so, I would ask Mr. Campbell Forrester 
to consider whether he will not consent to withdraw his Bill. He has 
told us that he has only introduced the Bill because Government took 
no action in the matter. That }>eing so, I have little doubt that he 
may see his way to fall in with my suggestion. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: In 1920, the situation in 
regard to building accommodation in Calcutta was this. For many years 
past, the expansion of the city had not kept i*ace wiih the needs of the 
population. Further, during the war, building operations lmd been, 
reduced to a minimum owing to a variety of causes. To add to these 
difficulties, the destructive activities of the Improvement Trust created 
a further shortage in house accommodation. The cumulative effect of 
all these causes was that scarcity rents took the place of economic rents. 
And the evil was greatly aggravated by the fact that considerable landed 
property in Calcutta passed into the hands of a now class of land- 
lords who, as the result of a “ boom,” having purchased such property 
at exceedingly high prices, demanded abnormally high rents from their 
tenants. These were the eiri uinstances which led to the passing of thq 
Rent Act, and its object, as set forth in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, was ” to tide over the time ” that must elapse before the 
supply of houses was equally to the demands. 

Let us now r consider the situation as it is at the present moment. 
The temporary conditions, namely, those created by the war and the 
artificial “ boom ” have disappeared, but the more permanent condi- 
tions still subsist to a considerable extent. The city of Calcutta is not 
expanding rapidly enough, and the demolishing operations of the Cal- 
cutta Improvement Trust have not yet ceased. The ultimate solution 
of the problem lies as we all know, in adjusting the supply of building 
accommodation to the demand for it. must, therefore, so direct 

our efforts as to either increase the number of houses or to decrease the 
demand for them ; I believe, we shall have to resort to both these remedies. 
He expansion of the city should be our primary concern. The establish- 
ment of co-operative building sooietie# will also be a move in the right 
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direction. No step should be taken which may have the effect of dis- 
couraging the investment of capital in house property. It is also 
absolutely essential that the Improvement Trust should turn their atten- 
tion to constructive efforts in the outlying parts of the city and in the 
suburbs. Destruction, it is true, is easier than construction; but what- 
ever may have been flic laches of this body in the past, let us hope that 
•their future activities will be of a more beneficent character. The adop- 
tion of these measures is sure to result in greatly increasing the supply of 
houses. As regards a decrease in the f uture demand for houses, improve- 
ment in the sanitary condition of the neighbouring towns and villages 
and the development of facilities of communication will have a salutary 
effect in checking the movement of the ]>opulation of Calcutta and this 
will be a boon both to this city and to the small towns and villages. 
It will help to relieve the congestion of the city and to stimulate the 
normal growth of rural life. 

The question of building accommodation in Calcutta is thus inti- 
mately connected with the question of improvement of the surround- 
ing districts. It is urgently necessary to lay down a comprehensive 
programme for this purjxisc. Hut the execution of such a programme 
will fake time. In the meanwhile, some classes of the people will 
require temporary relief. The operation of economic laws may quite 
'justifiably he interfered with in special circumstances. Hut the scope 
of such interference ought to he strictly limited. Protection is now 
claimed by two classes of the community — the one rich and the other poor. 
The former consists merely of European merchants and well-paid 
officials, and the other comprises the {morel* section of the Indian com- 
munity. Tt ought to be our attempt to do justice to all classes. The 
business maxim of the Eurojman merchants is to buy in the cheapest 
market and to sell in tin* dearest. Can they, with any show of reason, 
appeal to us to interfere with economic laws in order that they may be 
specially benefited? Nflr have the officials who draw fat salaries any 
good grounds for complaint. It is not my intention to make a racial 
question of it here. But 1 do maintain that those who look at this 
question as at almost all other questions, from the standpoint of their 
own narrow self-interest, who come to this country as mere birds of 
passage and go hack to their native land with their wings heavily laden 
with spoils, have no right to demand special treatment at our hands. 

Mr. d, CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Is the gentleman in order in 
saying that the 'European merchants go home laden with spoils? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not prepared to judge on a question of 
taste. That must be left to the hon’ble member. I can only say that 
he does not seem to be out of order. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: The poor occupiers < of 
dwell in^houses, however, whose incomes are small and liabilities * 
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jheavy, do deserve the sympathy of the Council. I am of opinion that 
until normal conditions return. jioor tenants ought to l>e protected. 
The English Acts, which showed the wav to the introduction of the 
Calcutta Rent Act, were designed to protect jx>or j>eop\e and their scope 
is limited. There is no reason why we should not follow the principles 
of those Acts in this respect. 


The Bill before us does not indicate the way to a real solution of the 
problem. It has been introduced for the s|XM*ial benefit of a section* of 
the community which does not require protection. It seeks to perpe- 
tuate many of the anomalies of the existing Act and to create new difficul- 
ties. I, therefore, feel hound to oppose the second reading of the Bill. 
But I shall deem it my duty to lend my support to an\ well-considered 
measure which may he brought forward to give protection to the poorer 
sections of the community. 


Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: ! rise to supi>ort the Bill of un- 
friend, Mr. Campbell Foirestei. It was only a few days ago that I came 
to hear of a European meiohant residing in Chow l inghee who was inly- 
ing a rent of Ks 800 per month, hut who has uliendx hoe n threatened 
by his landlord that a sum of Its. ‘{,000 w ill he asked from him if the llent 
Act is wilhdmwn. Sir, I personally live in a rented home, so that the 
difficulties of a man living in a rented house arc quite known to me. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a point , f order Y 
Is the hon’hle number in order m peiamhulating while speaking^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT : , Certainly the member should not |>erainbulute. 
If Dr. Moitra were playing on a bagpipe lie could perambulate (Laughter), 
but as he is addressing the Chair he should stand still while lie is doing so. 


Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 how to youi decision, Sir. 
(Loud laughter.) 

The relation that subsists between myself and my landlord is w T htvt 
is called a cordial one, hut in spite of this cordiality of finding and in 
spite of the existence of the Rent Act, my rent has been increased three 
times during the last ^hree years. Simply because I did not like to 
dance attendance at the Rent Controller's Court, that was the reason 
why niv landlord found it easy to increase my rent even year. Sir, 
with the universal trade depression and the post-war prices of the neces- 
saries of life, poor people living in rented houses are already on the 
verge of ruin, and if the Council do not extend to them a helping hand, 
a horrible state of affairs is not far distant. Sir, 1 am a medical man, 
as all the members of the Council know, and I have op]K>rtunities of 
seeing the condition of life of the people in rented houses from a medical 
point of view. The Calcutta Improvement Trust, no doubt, aim at 
opening up squares and good roads, etc., to improve the health of the 
people, but fhe state «*f affairs now; is that there is more overcrowding 
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in individual houses than it was ten years ago. There is another 
aspect of the question which affects the people of Bengal who observe the 
purdah system. We all know that our ladies who observe the purdah 
do not like to liye in a house side by side with people whom they do 
not know much about, and to whoso character thov take exception. 
But they have' got no means to prevent the occupation of those parti- 
cular rooms in the house, or put ions of the house by people with objec- 
tionable character so long as the landlord goes on extorting an exorbitant 
rate* from them. 1 know of hundreds of instances where a very undesir- 
able state of affairs is often hi ought about by tenants of the same house 
who are alien in religion, caste, and in other respects. 

Not being placed in the fortunate position of a landlord, the reasons 
advanced by Raja Reshee Case Law and Babu Amulva Dhone Addy do 
not appeal to me. On the one hand we find landlords grumbling for 
not being able to put a halter round the necks of the poor tenants, and 
on the other we find respectable people — pmple of whom fortune has 
not showered her favours- having to stare in order to meet the land- 
lords’ rapacity. To whom will the tenants look for deliverance from 
this state of affairs, if not to this Legislative Council, the so-called repre- 
sentatives of Bengal? I pause for a reply. If tin* Rent Act is now 
withdrawn Government will have to reckon with overwhelming discon- 
tent, the consequences of whic h may l>e serious to the country. I appeal 
to the landlords and the Council members here not to do anything which 
will 'alienate the sympathy of their less fortunate brethren. 1 appeal 
to them to come to a hotter understanding and render mutual help. 

With these words, 1 beg to support the Bill of my friend* Mr. Camp- 
Mi Forrester. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: It is a well-known saying that 
one indulgence leads to another, one wrong leads to another, and one 
crime leads to another. The attempt of Mr. Campbell Forrester to rush 
in where angels fear to tread, is only an illustration of this principle. 
It would 1 m* hardly an exaggeration to say thijt the existing Rent Act 
is a departure from all known canons of political science. Such departure 
may 1 m* justified in exceptional circumstances and in exceptional cases 
and if undertaken after a careful preliminary examination; it is well- 
known that no examination worth the name was held before the present 
Act was launched into existence. 

The Government of the day was stumjwded into passing this legis- 
lation at the instance of whom? At the instance of those, some of 
whom were making fabulous fortunes in war profiteering and who are 
well able to hold their own against any class of landlords. It was 
certainly not undertaken for the benefit of the poor, it made no secret 
about it. It openly and unashamedly provided that the humble dwel* 
lers of our busteei and kintalt might be turned adrift without any 



en sat ion, without any provision as to where they might take t 
>r, in order that these busttes might be turned into homes lor the 
That was the consideration shown to the poor, and what about 
>ther poorer classes in the northern part of the city? Did the 
>rs of this legislation satisfy themselves whether these humble 
would be able to protect their own interest? Were they provided 
an easily accessible Tribunal and Committees which would dia- 
of their cases without the expensive and lengthy formalities of the 
Am I not right, therefore, in asserting that t he Act was made 
be benefit of the rich and not of the poor? We were not the only 
try in the world which suffered owing to the war. We were not 
►niy country in the world which suffered for the shortage of house#, 
the Government jK>i»t out to us any country in the world which 
tough t by legislation to restrict rent of even the humble places 
isiness or shops? Will the Government point out to us any eoun- 
n the world which lias legislated any Act for the benefit of the 
> 

n London, whose wealth compared to that of Calcutta is like the 
of the sun to that ot the earth, they legislated only for dwelling 
es with an annual rental of .£‘7>) which was subsequently raised to 
i. May I ask the Government what is the class of tenants in 
utta that could he compared to the tenants in London who are pro- 
•d by the law? The\ could only l>o compared to the tenants in 
busters and knitah to whom our law gave no protection. Were 
[Jovernnient aware, when they framed this legislation, of the pro- 
►ns of the English law? Were they aware that where the English 
restricted lent, it also restricted the rate of interest on mortgages 
prohibited the mortgages being realized? Will the Government 
ain why the landlord was singled out as the sole victim? Why 
, tW tenants of the biggest business place* allowed to freely 
it^er and to earn distinctions and decorations out of the money 
ng from the poor, when the cost of the necessaries of life had risen 
marly 200 per cent, and while the Government itself wus offering 
e the rate of interest on their own securities? Will the G overt! - 
t be pleased to explain why the landlords wcie alone forced to main- 
their rent at pre-war rates which would cover less than half the 
of pre-war requisites and why the middle men were exempted, and 
were these middle men? Were they not mostly tenants in Euro- 
i quarters who were making huge profits out of the restrictions 
used on the landlords by the law? Am T not right, therefore, in 
rting that legislation was undertaken for those special classes .which 
& always been able to squeeze as much as possible from the poor 
to give as little as possible in return. I have referred to some of 
wrongs which were inflicted on the landlords as a class 

tbe thoughtlessness with which the present law was undertaken, 

• » * 
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* bcfare us seeks to perpetuate all the evil features of the 

sent Act, even to the extent of maintaining the Rent Controller's Court 
which has not escaped the common fate of dilatoriness and expenses 
which dog all our Courts. 


It is possible that our brethren from the mufassal will not feel as 
we do; but I am sure they will la* no parties to Leninism being intro- 
duced in Calcutta in a form unknown even in Europe, except probably 
in Russia. I would ask them to bear in mind that they have greater 
interests at stake in the mufassal than the social tenant class in Cal- 
cutta for whose benefit, Mr. Campbell Forrester has introduced this Bill. 
On all these grounds, 1 ask the Council to reject the Bill. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I deeply regret that I cannot 
find my way to support the proposal of my hon’ble friend, Mr. Campbell 
Forrester, for extending the life of the present Rent Act tor another six 
yeais or even three years. 1 am not one of those who.are prepared to 
question the motive m\ hon’ble friend in luinging this motion before 
the House, for I do leulixe and I do believe that he has taken this respon- 
sibility upon himself only with a view to hetp the tenants because he 
thinks that help is necessary. Sir, to explain my [nation with regard 
to this legislation that is now before us, I have got to make a few 
observations. 1 must premise my remarks by saying that 1 have a 
dual capacity ben*; 1 shall speak both as Chainmin ot the Calcutta Cor- 
poration and also in my capacity as a private citizen of this great town. 

As Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, I shall 1 m* tailing in my 
duty if I do not offer the strongest possible opposition to the legisla- 
tion that is now proposed hefoie us. Apart from the question of desir- 
ability, the incidence of this Act is so harmful to the interest of the 
city funds that it is my duty to offer nothing hut the most unequivocal 
opposition to its proposed extension. The first and the most inqiortaTit 
reason for my doing the same is that the existence of section 2<> of the 
Rent Act is a souice ot seiious Iosif to tin* Coi {Miration funds. This sec- 
tion conijiels us to assess houses not according to the reasonable rates— 
which we are entitled to do under section lol 0 f the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act - -but accoi ding to what is supposed to lie the standardised 
rent, and this depii\es the ( oi {Miration of its just dues to a great extent 
I have also to tell you that another source of loss that arises on 
account of this -is that there are hundreds of instances- which we see 
almost even > ear- -of unholy alliances between the landlord and the 
so-called tenant who bring about, -between themselves, some sort, of 
what you may call the settled rent, and the result of that unholy alliance 
or combination is that the Corporation is defrauded of its just due and 
between the landlord and the tenant they enjoy the benefit. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEEO 8UHRAWARDY: Under the Act? 
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Babu tURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Yes, under the Rent Act thin _ 

goes on* As ft matter of fart a far large amount is passing between 
them all the time, while the city funds have been legitimately defrauded 
oftheir just dues. Though we have the fullest knowledge we cannot 
do anything as our hands ate paralyzed on account of the existence of 
section 2(». 

Then, I may say that the loss to the Corporation comes to some- 
where about three to foui lakhs of rupees a Near. 

Another reason why I object to the Hill on behalf of the Corporation 
is that there is a considerable amount of loss that the Corporation is 
suffering on account of the absence of building activities to an ade- 
quate extent owing to the existence of this Act. It has been said 
by many of mv fiiends here and m\ countrymen outside that the 
Rent Act makes no diffeience and has not in the least affected the 
building activities of tins great city and things of that kind. Sir, I 
am in this unfortunate position that I know a little more of the facts 
than many other men 1 lone been coni|>elled to know them — ambknow- 
ing them, I have not the least hesitation in saving that in the town. of 
Calcutta, building activity is eertainh not going on to that extent as 
it should be. The figures an\ roughly speaking, that in 1010-20 there 
were 000 new houses - I am leaving out alterations to existing buddings; 
in 1020-21 there were 0So ; and in 1021-22, 4 So. No doubt there was 
an increase but tins ineicnse was due unis to tin* fact that such a huge 
number of house*, had got to he dismantled owing to the ojieuttions of 
the Improvement Tiust. [1 is a well-known fact that in spite of the 
number of plots ot land on the* miles and miles of new roudvvuvM made 
b\ the Corporation and the Improvement Trust jointly, most of the land 
is still King vacant without nnv houses being built upon it, and that 
is a sou i ce of serious loss to the Coi poration. It is obvious that houses 
have not been built on these vacant lands largelv because landlords are 
very nervous. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Not at all. It may 
be about 20 per cent, of them. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: M y friend gets annoyed. He 
in a man who is the first to object to anything without knowing it. He 
is a man who knows no facts alsmt this at all ; he doe* not know how 
much land is lying vacant and to what extent the CorjHiratioD is suffer- 
ing. All these facts arc not known to him. Tie does not know what 
is the total number of applications for new premises we have received; 
all these facts are not known to him and he shouts and objects. 

There are, however, few landlords, I admit, of the more hopeful 
type who have built houses, but bv far the larger number dread the 
provkions the Act and they harbour a feeling of distrust and anxiety 
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because they know that the higest officials of Government are tenants. 
From the circumstances I have mentioned, the conclusion is irresis- 
tible tliiat people are anxious to buy lands, though not to the same 
extent as before, as land-value is going down in Calcutta. Though my 
friends may not know it, it is a fact that there are far less houses being 
put up than there are vacant lands. We are losing in two opposite, 
wavs. It is indeed a very serious loss in the remission of rates to 
the extent of 75 per cent, on a lower and purely rental assessment of 
the vacant lands on the one hand, and on the other, it has compelled 
the Corporation to go on spending a very large amount of money for 
looking after all the municipal amenities, without there being an ade- 
quate return for them. Between these two sources of loss we are losing 
about two or three lakhs of rujx^s. There is another source from which 
there is serious loss of our revenues and that is from our markets — one 
of the institutions, of which the Corporation is proud which helps to 
keep down the rates — and there we find that we are losing nothing less 
than to the extent of about 2 lakhs of rupees owing to the existence of 
the Act. 

Then, again, 1 would draw attention to another point— these are 
jxmits which may not occur to my friends as they are not concerned 
with them — and that is the question of assessment. Under the law 
the assessment is made for . six years. Din ing the last three 
years, half of Calcutta has been assessed and in that we have lost 
on account of the standardized rent and in not being allowed to assess 
the reasonable rent under section 151 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. If 
this Act is extended for another three years then the result will he that 
we shall have to suffer for those three years, as well as for such time 
of the next six years during which the standardized rent will remain in 
force. This is a very serious problem to the Corporation and this is a 
question which those who are in charge of legislation, and the Hon'ble 
the Minister for Local Self-Government ought to consider; for I can 
usure this House that you cannot* with impunity, overlook the ileessity 
for helping the city funds to grow. And if you do all these 
things, what will then be the result ? We shall be forced to raise the 
rates, and there is no question alxnit that. With all the commitments 
that have, viz., the huge expenditure for water-works, the threatened 
expenditure on the Bidyadhari (although we are not at fault but it is 
the Government’s fault), and which we are already incurring, if you 
add anything to them, by way of extending this Act for any number of 
years, then the irresistible conclusion is that the rates must be raised 
and all the effort s*of the Commissioner# of the Corporation made to keep 
the rates down as low ns possible will be of no avail. 

There is another point in connection with the matter and that is, 
on whom this increment will fall with the greatest hardship? Is it "on 
the rich or on the poor? A large percentage of the people live in littts* 
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amongst the rest about 80 per cent, pay rents not exceeding Ra. 40 per 
month. These are the people about whom it is difficult to cite even a 
stray instance, and from the inquiries Mr. Campbell Forrester has made 
in this direction he has not Iveen able to find out whether these people 
have to do anything with the Rent Act. These are tin* people who will 
l)e the hardest hit, if in place of our present rate, viz., 11H per cent, we 
are compelled to raise it to 21 jhm* cent, oi even higher. These are the 
points we should consider. Ate you going to help the poorer section of 
Calcutta — or is it because a demand is made without understanding the 
situation thoroughly and without going into these economical questions, 
if you jump up and say: extend the Act — will \ou not Ih* hurting those 
very poor people whose interests \ou profess so much to xafeguaid? 
Then only one word about accommodation. I do not want to say that 
the aceommwdatmn is all that it should he or that then* is no accommo- 
dation; 1 leave that to the House to decide 1 have got some figures 
(I do not know whether l shall have the time to go into them), which 
are uccuiate for all prurtital pui|>nst*s From tin* Coipoiation records 
it appears that tin* numher of vacant houses for which we have got notice 
(theie are m fait mine vacant houses than we gel notiee oft m the third 
quartet of 15420-21 was 1.411, in the thin! quarter 15421-22, l.noO, and 
in the fluid quaiter of 1 ! 122-2 d 2.2b 1 . The number of vacant houses 
has steadilv increased in the last two vears Horn 1,411 to 2.201 and I 
leave it to the membei.s to diaw their own (omliision. ' 

It is foi all these leasoiis and otlieis, too many to Ik* mentioned now, 
that 1 have jjot to st rough o)>jh>s»» any extension of the Act. 

Now, Si i , 1 addiess uivmH to the question Horn the jinnit of view of 
an ordinal \ citizen of this great town. 1 must pteiace my remarks by 
saving that 1 am not a landloid as f live in mv fatliei s house without 
paving aiiv lent to anvbodv I heiefore, m\ pus it ion is to a certain 
exleiit Hie |Mi,sition of a ta\-pa\er. 1’iiun that position I call quite 
realize that so fai as the landhnds are conceined, there is considerable 
fence in some of their contentions, namelv . that this Act is meant to 
penalise onlv the landhnds; it is unjust and mequiious. Whs, of all 
men, jienahse one Motion of the eommunitv i If tlie purchasing power 
of the i u|mm* has gone down, it has gone down for the landlords as well 
as for the tenants. If the prices of articles have gone up of late, the 
landlord has to pa\ higher pines as has the tenant. I ho butcher, the 
milkman, the moth - -everv one wants higher rates both from the land- 
lords and tin* truants as well Public utditv companies an* charging 
higher rates every dav. 11 the landloid has got to submit to these 
higher rates, what fairness is this on the part of any body to say that, 
of all persons, it is the landlord who should lx* IxMind over never to 
charge more? Doctor's fees have become double. 1 am a lawyer my- 
self and know that lawyer's fees have become fourfold. Other pro- 
fessional men. such as Engineers, Consulting Engineers, etc., ara 
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‘asking for double fees or more. Profiteering is going on all over the 
country in every direction. Is it the poor landlord that has got to be 
bound over only Wause he has invested more money and his only fault 
is that he had invested money to help townsmen in getting some sort 
of shelter? 

[Here the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed to con- 
clude his speech. ] 

One minute more and I am done. 1 must say that looking at the 
question from the tenant’s i>oinf ot view theie me some landlords w'ith 
mischievous propensities against whom the jxmrer section require some 
protection. (Hear, hear.) Theie aie men amongst the landlords 
who treat their tenants in a perfectly heartless way and these things 
have got to he put an end to. What I humbly submit is that this Act 
as it is proposed cannot be accepted. IIa\e a Committee by all means. 
Ask the Government to appoint a Committee- a truly representative one — 
to go over the town, to inquire fiom the richest landlords and the poorest 
tenants, to inquire from our Coi potation jeeoids, to inquire from other 
public bodies as to what is the real state of things and what would lie 
a satisfactory legislation in Calcutta as between landloid and tenant. 
No jerky legislation, no panicky legislation, would be of any avail. It 
will only go to make the relations between landlord and tenant worse 
and worse. I, therefore, opjtosc this Bill, as 1 am perfeetlv sure that 
it will serve no useful purjiose. 

[At this stage (4-50 r.M.i the Hon’hle the President left the Chair.] 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANl Not having a written speech in 
my hand, 1 do not propose to inflict a lcng1h\ harangue on the House. 
After what Mr. Langford dames has already projwised it is not necessary 
for ine to deliver a lengthy sjieech The Hon’hle the Mahara jadhiraja 
Bahadur of Bunlwan, in introducing the present Act in the old Legis- 
lative Council, said that cvtmdrdinnn circumstances required extra- 
ordinary remedies. The Government at that time thought that the cir- 
cumstances in Calcutta were of such an extraordinary nature that an 
extraordinary remedy in the shajH* of t hi* present Rent Act was required 
to protect the tenants from the greed of tin* landlords. 

The question that has now to he seriously considered is this: whether 
the extraordinary circumstances that prevailed in 1 0'JO still prevail, or 
whether there has l>een any alteration in those conditions. If there 
has been any alteration, the present Rent Act also requires alteration. 
The second consideration is whether a measure of this kind is neces- 
sary in the present state of the country, and whether the present Act 
has in any way hedprd the discontinuance of the conditions that existed 
p* the year 1920. Sir, if any encroachment is to be made upon the 
o*''! inary law of supply and demand, it is the duty of the legislators 
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to see that such legislation is passed as ludjK and not hinders the dia- * 
appearance of those extraordinary ciicumstunco'. requiting extraordin- 
ary remedies. The Government have got to see that no element is intro- 
duced into the present conditions wherein extiaordinary remedies are 
prolonged. 

Figures have been given to us by the Chairman of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration from which it appears that the number of vacant houses in 
Calcutta is alnnit 50 per cent, huger now than the\ were m 1 ! 1‘JO . The 
Rent Act, so far as the mentulitv of the landloids is concerned, has, to 
no small extent, hindered the erection of new houses m Calcutta. The 
operations of the Calcutta Impiovement Trust as well as of the Cal- 
cutta Corporation have also contributed hugely against the election of 
new houses. In these < iicum*tnnre* it is \en necessan that the Gtn- 
ernment should undertake the responsihiliU and inquue f u 1 1 \ into the 
matter as has la*en suggested In Mr. Langford Janies, ainl 1 hoja* that 
Mr. Carnplxdi Forrester will withdraw his pieseiit Hill and allow* Gov- 
ernment to appoint a committee to go fully into the matter arid to 
bring before this House such pioposals as ma\ be necessaiy to do 
justice Goth to the landloids and tin* tenants of Calcutta. 

Maulvi YAKU INUDDIN AHMED : 1 (min 1 f loin the mufassal. 1 
have not had that sad expeneine as ui\ tnend l)i Moitru who has stated 
that in spite of the coniial relations between him and his landhnd, the 
rent of his house is im leasing e\ei\ \eai. Hut 1 ha\e this experi- 
ence that whemnei 1 tiled to rent a bouse. I found that the rent was 

so prohibitne and then* wen* so man\ candidates i<n the house that it 
was impossible bn a man to secure a house; it was just like* bidding at 
an auction, then* was one candidate in the morning ottering a ceitain 
rent and another hi the exeiunu olVeiing a highei lent, and in this 

wav the best the landlonl could do was to console! the highest otter 

made. I do not think it is the fault of the landlonl if In* eonsideis the 
highesMml, but if is the fault of tin* moneyed man who flock to Calcutta 
from tin* mufassal and offei the highest bid foi the house*. M \ tnend, 
the Chairman of the Calcutta ( \n pm at nm, has gnen vou tin* figure's in 
resjrect of tin* vac jtnf house's, hut be luis not stated tlx* numliei of people 
who Jive in rented houses. Theiefme. 1 am afianl, the spc>< ial know- 
ledge of m\ h»aiiicd friend, the* Ctiaiiman of tin* Coipoiation, does not 
hold water in this august Assemhh I sa\ that no sooner a house is 
vacant, it is oe< upied In anothc*i jhmsom whoofVei> to jmv a higher rent. 

I think that in this c ity of Calcutta, if statistics an* taken, the percent- 
age of landlords would not lie mote than Hi and the percentage of the* 
persons wbo rent house's from the landlords would h<* flO or over. If 
that be so, the commonest prior iple of political economy that the greatest 
good to the greatest number sliquld prevail in regard to legislation as 
in every other mattei. It is not for the benefit of the smallest number 
of landlords tfrat this oitv of Calcutta has been built ; it is for th? Ijenefit 
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of the people who inhabit this great city. It is their comfort and 
convenience that every legislation should look to. It is very bad on 
the part of the Chairman of tin* Corporation to insinuate that the 
highest officials of Government live in rented houses. But do you know 
that the highest officials (if Government jm highei rents than even the 
richest men of this land could pav? They have an idea of comforts 
which urge A them to pay highei lent. I t Link it is a very sorry insinua- 
tion on the pail of the ('hail man of tlie Cm porat ion. lie then says that 
there will be a loss to the Coipoiation it these iciits are standardized. 
Well, let that be, if il he for tin* good to the greatest number. Then, 
as regards the jiercentage of taxes, the Chairman si\> it is only 19i 
per cent. But we should not overlook the fact that in the new* Bill 
the percentage is proposed to h<* laiscd to '.‘o p**t »ent j A I oiee : No; 
up to Ud }KU’eent.| Tlieiefme. t Ills t lneat pul hiwaid h\ t lie Chaii man 
of tin* Coiporation that the ta\e^ shouhl hr moed fiom (lie poorest of 
tin 1 poor does not hold good. Then it lias he**n stated that the erection 
of new buildings has been slow and slat k on nuouni ol this Bent Act. 
But I (an assure von, Sir, that palatial buildings ;m> being elected in 
almost even sheet. We cannot disbelieve oui own eves and believe 
the (’ban man of the Coiporation We Know that building operations 
are going on nnu htjunkei and at a iiimc a< < <de: at * •< 1 q»erd than before. 
Th«»n it is said that the muikels belong nip In l|i*' Coipoiation would 
sulfer a loss. But I beg to submit that the maikets ate all 

b*t out to tenants and it is tin* tenants vj lio shop m those 

maikets Theieloie, if the Bent Act is hivomahle to the tenants, it 

would cerhunlv l»e favomahh* to the maikets also Then the ('hail- 

man s»\s that his fathei left a house, and he is living m it. Mas I 
inquire of the Chairman how manv wings he has since added to the 
house, how man v storevs In* has sinc(‘ oio( ted upon it and to how many 
tenants he has let out some at least of those extended portions? 

It has been suggested that a committee ought to he appointed in 
order to inquire into the mattVi. But v\e know that coinmiftivs are 
onlv foi the purpose* of shelving a matte! Whonevei a committee is 
appointed, it goes on deliberating from veai to vear and submits its 
vepoi I about fom or five venis after w he*n eveiv thing is forgotten. 
Theiofoie, 1 heaitilv support Mi, Campbell Koirestei's proposal toiefer 
the Bill to Seleet Committee with iiist Mictions to submit their report 
in time for vts cotisideiatiou dining the piesent session of the Council. 

Babu tIOCENDRA NATH ROY: 1 rise to opjHise the introduction 
of the Bill. * 

No case has been made out for the introduction of the Bill and 
the reasons adduced for its introduction are hardly worth considering. 

The Rent Act was eminently enacted to meet an unnatural state of 
affairs resulting from the effects of the war. The war. Sir. had brought 
larg£ sums of money to a section of the inhabitants of (Calcutta who 
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speculated in land and brought about a boom. The value of land* 
increased and as tin* result oi the war, the value of some of the materials 
rose. Sme of these new landlords who sprung up like mushrooms raised 
the rents of their houses and the Hill was introdueed to meet this un- 
natural situation. 

But my friend, who has now lightened the task of the Government 
by taking upon his broad shoulders the work of asking the Council to 
extend the time oi the Ait. has not supplied the Couu< il with any 
statistics to show it il has m any way brought i**het to the pooler sections 
of the tenants oi Calcutta How many tenants lut\e sought relief and 
how mail) ha\e got it ? A lefeieme to the statistics of ruses filed in 
the Kent Controllers Comt shows that o'er tit) per cent, of the cases filed 
are by tenants who pay more than Its. 50 ]*w month Thus, Sir, it 
is clear that really poor tenants have practically derived no Inmefit 
from the Act, while those who (an afford to pay more, those whose 
fat salaries have been im leased lit oi 50 ]x>i rent., and those who have 
made profits oi ovei 100 jmm tent. have depnved the landlords of their 
dues. 

We aie await 1 how the value ot Calcutta land has dcpiccialcd and 
tin* \uluc ol mateiiaU tome down consulciably . New buildings 
arc on the inciease, and hul tot this A<t, and the eagerness of the 
unset upulotis tenants to take hill advantage oi any loophole provided 
by it, the numltei ot new buildings would have been still more. The 
inciease in new buildings has hiotighl tlow ti rents and a glance at tin* 
“ 'I o Let ” tolumn ot :m\ morning pa]H‘r would convince this Council 
that the nunihet ot huihlings. pci hups, exceeds tin* demand. 

We are ail awaic how even puldn utility set vices have l>een eolil- 
jndled to im tease their lates dining the past tout ot tive yeais The 
tramways, the telephone, the railways have im reused their rates and 
even the ]>ostage rates have lieen increased bv 5l) jier cent. But |H)or 
landlords of Calcutta must not o\]»ect an increase of more than It) jst 
cent. It may here be noted that a> a mle the landlords of Calcutta do 
not get a return of more than 5 jnt cent, on then outlay and it is more 1 
profitable to invest in Government iiu|nm. 

The increase ot It) ]K*r cent, is not m keeping with the assessments 
made bv the Cor|H>rutinn It onlv seeks to jhmuiIi/.c the landlords with- 
out any justification and puts an artificial check on the building of 
houses in the citv. Does any one think of controlling the prices of 
food-grains and cloth which have gone up? Was there not an opposi- 
tion in the Council and outside it when control was established on rice 
which lias now been removed? Why, then, make an exception in the 
case of buildings? 

The Rent Act has passed its jieriod of usefulness and the Bill should 
be rejected by' the Council. 

We have»heard much -of an agitation for the retention of this measure. 
We know, Sir, how such agitations are often bolstered up by interested 
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* persons. The Council should not succumb to the influence of outside 
agitation but look at the matter with its full sense of responsibility not 
only to the tenants but also to the landlords whose importance in the 
body politic cannot be gainsaid. 

With these words, Sir, 1 oppose the Bill. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: At the outset 1 may say that I am neither 
a landlord nor a tenant, and my idea is that in a legislation like this 
justice ought to be done to both paities. At the same time I may say 
that the very fact that the landloids in a body want that til© Act 
should not be extended, while the tenants in a body want that the Rent 
Act should be extended, this fact biings out most prominently the 
necessity of a legislation in order to do complete justice both to the 
landlords as well as tin* tenants. I have found that in this Council 
opposition has come mainly fiom the landloids and the r/m/.o-landlord — 
I mean the Coi point ion ol Calcutta. I have characterized the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta as tin* r/C'/.v/dandloid because tin 1 Chairman has com- 
plained that t lif' Cm point inn is suffciing on account of the fact that the 
Corporation is not in a position to assess at tin* highest possible rate. 
So far as (acts and figures me concerned, the Chairman of the Corjxira- 
tion has cited eeitain figuies to show that there aie a large number of 
vacant houses. [ ' nfoi t unately, the Chamnan bus not informed us how 
many of these houses aie new and liovv muii\ old, lieeaus© we all know 
that the Held Ait did not nppl\ to new buildings. At the same time 
tin' Chamnan has not also inhumed us as to the cause of these houses 
being vacant. Now what aie the causes tor these houses being left 
vacant ? My idea is that perhaps most of them aie new' buildings and 
because the landloids demand an exorbitant rate of rent; therefore, 
these houses aie vacant. The Kent Act does not apply to new buildings; 
therefoie, the landlords aie m a position to demand any amount of rent 
they like for these new buddings. Unfortunately, the Chairman has 
not enlightened us on thiv poi^t. One most impHtant argument has 
been advanced, nameh , that it is against all sound principles of justice 
and equit v that the private lights of a particular class of people will 
be oneioaehed upon. That is the aigumeat which lias been put for- 
ward on helm! I of 1 lie landlord. Raja Reshee Case Law and Babu 
Amuhn Dlinne Addy are most influential zamindars in Bengal. 

1 think that the zamindais in Bengal are not unfamiliar with similar 
encroachments. What about the Bengal Tenancy Act? Under section 29 
of that Act tin* rent of an oecupanev raiyat cannot b© enhanced by 
more than two annas in a nijiee in spite of the registered contract. The 
law* says that the contract would he void 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW; The analogy does not hold good. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI; So the zamindars of Bengal are well 
tkoqu&vnted with this principle that in some cases in «rder Co give relief 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


m 


1923 .] £ 

to the poor, in order to give relief to the majority, the rights of a few* 
and the rich have been encroached ujx>u not only three years, but a 
century, ago. This is the principle which has been accepted in Bengal 
and the zaminda rs all know this. It is not a new principle which has 
been introduced into Calcutta by the legislation of ltMJ. My idea is 
that the poor must lie protected against the rich. The Chairman of the 
Calcutta Coronation has said that the poor must l>o protected, hut that 
is not the way in which thc\ should be piotected. Unfortunately, he 
has not made any suggestion as to how the\ should he protected. There 
is no constructive piogiamme before the House put forward by the Chair- 
man which would really piotect the pooler classes of the jieople in 
Calcutta. If we 1 < n»k at things iiom a broad stand]>oint, what do we 
find? We find that as soon as the land Ikhuh in Calcutta came into 
operation, ]K*ople began to serine pio]K‘it\ at enormous values and in 
order to get an outturn for then inwvstment they began to demand 
exorbitant rents. Aie the landlords justified in saying that on uecount 
of this mad s]M*culatn»n. on account of certain sjieciul contingencies, and 
special circumstances, this unearned increment should go to the 'rich only 
and the }Mx>r could not get un\ shale of it ? 

[At this stage the Ilon'lde the President returned to the Chair.] 

The \alue of land incieasod on anoiint of certain cont ingenues which 
were not t leafed by the landloid and o\er which the landlord had no 
contiol. The \alue of piojieity inueased automatically. Is it fair, is 
it just, that the landloid, without investing a single piee for enhancing 
the value of the land, should get the whole unearned increment? 
Should not this unearned inclement be dist i ibuted between the landlords 
and tenants? There is no law’ by which this increment should 
not have been divided between landlords and tenants, and the only 
way of giving them a share was to protect them from being harassed 
by the demand of an exorbitant rate of rent. 

From this usjhm t of the ease also it is fair and just that this unearned 
increment of rent, 01 rather m the \alue of the land, should be appor- 
tioned justly, and the landlord should not lx* allowed to benefit solely 
by this land boom or by this mad sjierulation for securing projierty at 
enormous prices. It further aj>jx*ars that the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Corporation is of opinion that new buildings have not been erected in 
view of the operation of the Kent Act , I fail to understand his argu- 
ment. The Kent Act did not apply to new buildings. If the Rent 
Act did not apply to new buildings, what prevented the landlords from 
erecting them? The fact is that landlords are not erecting new' build- 
ings as they used to do in previous years. But it is also the fact that 
the Kent Act does not apply to new buildings. Therefore, what is the 
conclusion? Does the one affect the other? The conclusion is that 
there are other circumstances which have prevented the landlords from 
building ne^ houses; these are the high prices of materials, th$ price 
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of brick* and mortar and other building materials Lave gone up enor- 
mously high, and it is these things that have prevented landlords from 
making further investments, bemuse they find they cannot get a suffi- 
cient return for their outlay. This explains as to why new building* 
have not been constructed as they used to l>e under normal circumstances. 
My idea is' that the abnormal circumstances have not yet disappeared, 
and so long as things do not return to the normal, so long as sjieculatior 
goes on, so long as we cannot have that state of things which prevailed 
before the war, some emergency legislation is necessary. Therefore, 
the Act ought to he extended ; hut what are to he the safeguards for thf 
interests of the landlords is a different question altogether. If it it 
found that the landlords an* not getting a sufficient return for theii 
investments, then the Act can Ik* modified, but that is a different ques* 
tion altogether. The main issue is that tin* Act must be extended. 

Then there is another question — as to what extent protection ought 
to 1 m* given; whether or not the tenants should pay a certain amount oi 
rent; that is a matter of detail; at the present stage we are simpl) 
discussing the principle whether the Act should Ik* extended. My owi 
opinion is that tin* Act should he extended, hut if then* are. difficulties 
in tin* way of the landlords, it then* are cases of manifest injustice whirl 
have occurred since the passing of the Act, sufficient safeguards (‘an bt 
provided. 

With these wolds, I sup{>ort the motion of Mr. ('amphcll Forrester. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I beg to opi*>se th< 
introduction of this Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tire Bill has already been introduced. Rai Balia 
dur; the motion before the House is to refer the Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: Then P beg tc 
oppose that this Bill should 1 m* referred to the Select Committee. I an 
neither a landlord nor a tenant, therefore. 1 am in a {Mention to considei 
this question impartially It is admitted hv t lit* greatest admirers oi 
this measure that it can he justified only for a short time. A restraint 
upon freedom of contract is opjMised to all principles of law, and must 
he invalid iu a court of law. 1 wonder how lawyer-members here eoulc 
glibly say that this is not a new thing. They could not say that in t 
court of law. Extraordinary measures are sometimes necessary in a time 
of war or turmoil, hut in times of jH*uce and order such a thing is not 
possible; it cannot Ik 5 * done. It is possible indeed for a majority oi 
selfish, fanatical revolutionaries in a Parliament to impose any law 
confiscating property and establishing equality and fraternity and liberty 
by bringing down the richest to the level of the poorest in a society 
at the expense of the community, but their triumph in history has alwayt 
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or anarchist preaching that rented houses should be Occupied by the 
houseless poor without any rent or at u rent disport ionntc to the cost 
of the building. Now let us see what are the actual conditions of Cal- 
cutta? Anybody who has read the note In Mr. Shrosluee, the land 
surveyor, which has been circulated to every memhei of this House, will 
have no doubt in his mind that the cucunistauces of (’alcutta are <uch that 
the Act can no longer lx* extended. Twenty -live per cent, of the houses in 
the south of Calcutta are \ucant, and do you know tin* reason, why? 
Because the landlords arc apprehensive of letting their houses at a low 
rent; if the houses aie let at low lent, the rent cannot in future lie 
increased; thus it is that house rents have remained high not with** aiding 
the fact that such a large numlier of houses are vacant, and t large 
number of houses are being built. 

I believe that tin* supply will soon exceed the demand. 1 know as 
a matter of fact, seveial gentlemen have made applications hi elect new 
buildings, but if this extension is allowed, thev will think twice before 
building those houses. The extension of this Act will ncilhVr benefit 
the landlord nor the tenant. Be sure of that tart, because this Act 
cannot h<j extended for an indefinite jieriod h\ any civilized Government. 
It. must be foi a certain penod. It on act omit ot the Act. landlords do 
not build and there be less houses, then tenant s’ ients must be extrava- 
gant as soon as the Act is witluliawn. Tliat being so, ultimately the 
tenant will suffer. Therefore* , 1 s»v there is no justification whatsoever 
forextending tin* Act, Now even in tin* Butisli Parliament, when* at 
present tin* socialists aie a vei \ stiong factor, an* thev going to abolish 
the Rent Act. In Amenta even during the war such a measure was 
not enacted. How is it that Butchers here in India want to force that 
law upon us which thev would not even dart* to do in their own tountry? 
So far, I have l>een sjieaking as if on hcltulf of the landlord, hut I am not 
unmindful of the jm»oi\ 1 know the fact that tens of thousands of the 
poor people — coolies and labomeis of all descriptions— are huddled 
together in small room** and huts and thousands of them have to sleep 
in the open in the night. But who thinks of them? The sorrows of 
highly paid or of the moderate) \ rich tenants of good houses are, like 
the sorrows of Werthei, greal indeed! But the sorrows of ihe poor 
are real. Sir, standing here as 1 do, 1 shall not be fit to be called a 
representative of the people if 1 were not mindful of the sorrows and 
the troubles of tin* jw>oi hhmlntJok das** and of the jtonrer hilouring 
classes. Who cares for them? The remedy is simple. Their crying 
need is met not by extending this Art but bv the extension and the 
development of the suburbs, by building new houses, extending tramways 
and making the fares cheap for the labourers. That is the only way. 
Instead of doing that you are going to do things which will lead to 
nothing hut disaster. The movers of these resolutions are concerned 
with the riob who want to occupy buildings — j>alatial buildings — on land 
costing Rs. 10,000 per cottah. What have I to do with them? They 
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. are quite able to take care of themselves. Are they thinking of the 
poor? J.»et them put their hands on their hearts and say so. I there- 
fore say there is no force in their arguments. This Bill ought to be 
thrown out. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : Sir, I have not 
a set written speech to deliver. I came to the Council moie to listen 
than to speak. Sir, T must contess that I have listened to some very 
amusing sjieeehes — seeches delhered in support ot the claims of land- 
lords and sujKU-himllords. The sui*‘i-landloid — 1 may claim my hon’ble 
friend, Balm Surendru Nath Mallik as one — I mean the head of the 
Calcutta Corporation no doubt in his official capacity, is anxious to obtain 
some money for the Corporation in oidei to indulge in fancy schemes. 
No doubt he is anxious to impose super-tax — not oidinary tax — which 
will ultimately come from the tenants, as the landloids, whom he wants 
to protect, are not going to pa> from their own jwxkets, but will take 
the monc\ from the tenants. Therefore, he would not have any control 
over the rents because in that case he cannot tax them. 

THere is another argument which has been advanced and that is 
about the law of supph and demand, but w ill the landloids , ever allow 
this natural law to he enforced? Is it not the iac 1 that the whole towu 
of Calcutta is the propeity of a few rich people? They will take jolly 
good care that this law of supply and demand is not given full play. My 
hon’hle friend, the stipei -landlord — I am not retelling- to Mr. Mallik in 
a disparaging sense 1 — has pioduced ceitam -tacts and figure's. We\ who 
cannot commaml a staff to prepaie tacts and figures, have got to look to 
news|m]M*is tor such, and 1 have read in the* uew.spu]»eis that the New 
Market of Calcutta is paying -TO jmt cent, upon the original unestment 
And Mr. Mallik thinks it is not. enough and he* would have more. 

Coining to the theory of landlordism, docs it never strike us that the 
fkir is free and the* water is free and that lands should also be five to 
everybody? It is in India whdte the feudal system prevailed that it is 
never recognized. We should have* definite rights over land. Under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, theie is no sanctity of contract lietween the 
landlord and the tenant which llai Jogenelra Chunder Ghose Bahadur 
thinks should not be interfeied with by any civilized Government, but 
the British Government has intervened and lightly intervened under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act in this matter. 

Raja Keshee Case Law- has said that in this matter the landlord 
should be treated as ordinary businessmen and that their contract 
should Ik* treated as ordinary business propositions. But might I 
remind him that the ordinary businessmen face the ordinary ups and 
downs of business, w-hile the landlords never do so in any civilized part 
of the world. Their investments in the city are as safe as investments 
in consols. The prices of land go up automatically and t the landlords 
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Jook into tli© future for an increase in land value for their sons and 
grandsons who will earn the lienefit without doing any honest work. 
That is the aim of the landlords and that is why they are opjtosed to this 
measure. I have great pleasure in according whole-hearted supp>rt to 
Mr. Forrester* s motion for an extension of the Calcutta Rent Act. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: 1 would wish to >a\ a few words in *upp>rt 
of the extremely sensible and practical suggestion which 1ms been put 
forward by my friend, Mr. Langfold dames. We all know — we have 
been told it by speakeis of all shades of opinion --Hint then* a tienien- 
dous lot to he said on both sides. But 1 hold. Sir, that so long as 
we are sitting in this House we uie neither landlords noi tenant but 
aiv here for the good of the community and foi the good of Bengal, 
and the measure of oui honesty and disinterestedness should U‘ the 
measure of our willingness to tare an honest and i ni|Kirt lal inquir, into 
the situation. 

We hu\e heaid, as I have said, a good deal on both sides. We have 
heard Hai Jogendia Clmndei (rho-e Buhadui relate (lie horrifde story 
of ten thousand men huddled tog-ether in one hut. and 1 ran visualise 
nothing can In* moie liisunituiy than that ! We ha\e lieaid J)r. Jekyl — 
I mean Mr. Mallik in his dual capacity as the Cliaiiman ot the Corpora- 
tion and as a private citizen- telling us equally honihle things. We 
have also heard the gne\nnce- of the tenants. Sn, theie is a saying 
in England to the effect that “ we often eoniplam of flu* daikuess of the 
day when the giime is on oui own windows.” It seems that there is 
a certain amount of grime on the windows of both landlords and tenants 
— grime a good deal of* wliuh a fair and impaiti.il inquirt would w'ip* 
away. Therefore, if is that 1 m gc on my fj lends to have done with 
words and taJk and a<coid oui full measure ot supput to Mr. Langford 
James's suggestions and ask Mr. Camplndl hoi renter to withdraw’ his 
Bill, given the definite and sp*cific undertaking by (lovernment that the 
ransting Rent Act will not he allowed to lapse until such time as the 
proposed committee haw* hold then inquiry and eotne to then decision 
and until that decision has been placed before the Council and the 
public. I would therefore suggest that instead of further words w© 
should ask Mr. Forrester to fall in with this suggestion. If we are 
honestly here for the purpose of effecting legislation for the good of 
Bengal and of Calcutta, if we aie sincere and disinteiested, if w f e have 
the good of the community at heart, there is not one man here — land- 
lord or tenant — who ran gainsay the advantages of a fair and impirtial 
investigation of the question. 

Mr. H. BARTON: T am prepared to support the suggestion of 
Mr. Langford James provided the repot of the committee is considered 
during the present session of the Council. If that assurance is given, 
I do not see why Mr. Forrester should object to withdraw his Bi]J. If 
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however, it is not possible, then we must press for the motion of 
Mr. Forrester for a reference of his Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, 
we have had argument advanced for and against the continuance of this 
Rent Act. During tiie time it has l>een in operation we have had oppor- 
tunities of satisfying ourselves whether it has operated fairly on both 
the tenants and landlords. If the figures that were given the other day 
in the St at cm man are correct, it would seem to me that both sides have 
been fairly treated except that m the number of cases which have come 
up before the Kent Court the* landlords up] war to have had the major- 
ity decided in their favour. Another thing which these decisions have 
brought about is the fact that tin* underlying desire of the landlord to 
go to the extent of forcing the* decisions of the* Kent Court is to get more 
rent at any cost. We all agree thrtt there aie landlords and landlords. 
11 as we have been made to understand the majority of landlords are 
those with high principles then we take it that those high principled 
jK*rsoiis nevei intend to do anything which will occasion any offence 
or fault-finding by tin* tenants, it this is the case, why should they 
fear the introduction of any Act? It is only the man who breaks the 
law who teals the law. li these high piincipled landlords act up to 
their piinciples vvh> should thev tear the intmdm turn of the Rent Act? 
Balm Kurendra Nath Mallik himself has given testimony to the uuscrupu- 
lousness ot landiloids which, I supjxirt, is ftom his jiersotml exjieri- 
enee and from what lias come befoie him as Chanman of the 
Calcutta Cor|N>ration and the rhuiniter he gi\es them eomjiels us to 
doubt these high principles which landlords claim tor themselves. If 
a landlord, as he tells us, could 1m* so unscrupulous as to deliberately 
connive with his tenant to cheat the Coi]>orution, then I do not think 
he will hesitate much to cheat a. tenant. We have l>een told that build- 
ings have not been erected during the ojsuation of this Act because 
landlords felt that they would not be able to recover their outlay. Any 
one who goes through Calcutta with his eyes open cannot deny the fact 
that build ngs arc springing up even where. We have the statement of 
one of the most prominent landlords of Calcutta that in his opinion 
within the next 12 months conditions will # l>ccome normal and that house 
rent will fall. 1 undei stand landlords have a very jx>werful combina- 
tion and association. If the statement given by this prominent land- 
lord is collect, what is to prevent this powerful combination of landlords 
from giving an assurance on their part that they can guarantee that 
within the next 12 months rent will con\e down? If they give us that 
assurance nud if they will undertake to have the unscrupulous land- 
lords brought to book they will be serving both their interests and the 
interests of the people. Now we are t<dd that there are 2,261 houses 
lying vacant at the present moment in Calleutta. We would have been 
helped considerably if Mr. Mallik had told us where these houses are 
situated— [Babu Surf.n ora Nath Mali.ik: In Calcutta, of course] — 
and what their rents are. Of course they are situated in Calcutta, 
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but we should like to have known the locality so that we might know # 
the re&son why they are lying vacant. The reason is simply this that 
the rents are so prohibitive that people prefer sharing houses of lesser 
rents at great inconvenience rather than pay rents demanded by the 
owners of these houses. I do not see why there should be any 

objection to having the Rent Act renewed. It has served the purpose 
of both the landloid and the tenant. Tluue i> another factor about 
it that although it has been in ojteratioii. a certain class of land- 
lords has resorted to most unscrupulous methods of harassment and 
terrorism of the worst kind. They often apply these methods 
very largely even to helpless women who have not got t ho time or the 
means or who have got imhoch to defend them If the\ are not willing 
to pay a huger rent some excuse is biouglit forward b\ the landlord 
which is followed by a notice of ejectment. I have been told that, 
landlords do not care to ieco\ei tents on due date in order to eject their 
tenants fot aiieats of tent. E\en if tegisteied letteis are sent to land- 
lords tln‘\ ate not taken cleliuuv of an the plea that he is not at home. 
They do not take paunent til! the date of pawmMif is past 'and them 
they bring a suit tor ejectment on the giound ot non-]ni\mc*nt of rents. 
These ate methods to which some landlords resent, and I think the 
tenants jue entitled to piotecfion. M t hot tester has gom* into all these 
t|Uestions })ut as lie hmiselt has made it police tl\ clear, he is willing to 
makV* such modifications as would appeal necessan to relieve both 
parties, and l do not see whv we should not accept his projHisition. 
Sit. we lui\e boon told that this measute has been opposed by some of 
the most influential puhlie bodies and individuals. I take* it that the 
most influential hod\ , which has expiessed its opinion is, to m\ mind, 
the Corpoiutioii of Calcutta, whic h in mv opinion, does it no credit, and 
the others have followed suit The Cnrpotat ion has ptovided both the 
soil and the seed which aie being freely used bv the opj>ositionists in 
this Council and in the \aiioiis icplios ftotn various representutiu* bodies. 
AVe luAe been told by the* Chaitrnan of the Caleutta Coqioratioii that 
the Coi {xuation is at the back of the landlords. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: On a point of older, Sir. He 
is not representing things coneotly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : It is purely a matter of opinion, Mr. M tllik. 
The statement need not be accepted. 

Mr. H. BARTON: Y es, I am expressing it as mv opinion and it 
need not be accepted, but I am entitled to my own opinion. The Cor- 
poration are at the back of the landlords and we are prac tically given 
the hidden warning that we cannot fight this strong combination. I 
leave it to you to tell me whether you consider 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Barton, you are not to address the House 
but tbe Chair, please. « 
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Mr. H. BARTON: I am addressing you, Sir. I leave it to you to 
tell me whether you consider this strong combine is stronger than the 
combination of the people. If this relief is not given by this House, 
then it will be understood that Government is sanctioning a state of 
war between landlords und tenants which may reach proportions beyond 
anything we are able to express here to-day. I am now speaking under 
a mandate from my own community which is hard hit and at the same 
time I say that the [msition is one which affects equally the rich and 
the poor. The jx»or have to submit by force of circumstances and the 
rich have to submit to maintain their decency, so that both sides have 
to submit under compulsory conditions. 1 think, Sir, that if Mr. Ijang- 
ford James’s proposal for a committee is accepted I would urge that 
the rejwu't of that committee should be considered during this session. 
If that cannot be done, then I pi ess for Mr. Forrester’s proposals. 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I notice for the first time in 
the Council a personal element has been introduced in the discussion 
of this Hill. It is amusing to hear both landlords and tenants declare 
that they are haul pressed. There is no doubt, however, that one side 
is hard pressed— either it is the landlords or it is the tenants. And 
the question is — Which side is oppiessed? Halm Surendra Nath Mallik 
has shown bv figures that it is the landlords who are oppressed. We 
have had a lot of tears shed here for the |»oor tenants. It is the ]x>or 
tenants who have got to pn\ ; it is the jxior tenants who have to live 
in sim 11 houses. Hut ma> l ask what is the definition of ** floor 
tenants ”? Are the tenants with a monthly income of between Ks. 500 
and Its. 0,000 to be called poor tenants simpl\ liecausc they live in 
tenanted houses Y Their object seems to be to save as much money as 
possible at other jieople’s ^oosts. The suggestion put forward by’ 
Mr. Langford Janies and Halm Surendra Nath Midlik is a very sound 
one. Let there In* an inquiry. If that is not done how aie we to know 
whotlur this Hill will do any good v Evevy impartial gentleman would 
lie in favour of an inquiiv. Let the question 1 h‘ inquiied into by a 
committee comjwsed of men who have got no interest in Calcutta either 
as landlords or as tenants, and let that committee come to a decision. 
I say this ns an impartial man and I have every right to say so as I am 
neither a landlord nor a tenant nor even a resident of Calcutta. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik had mentioned in the course* of his 
speech that there were ‘J/Jfil houses lying vacant in Calcutta at present. 
Mnulvi Yakuimiddin Ahmed has challenged the statement and his argu- 
ment is that such cannot really be the ease ns the houses must have 
been vacated in the morning and rented out in the afternoon — so there 
could not have been so many houses vacant in Calcutta. My answer to 
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that is that ignorance is oftentimes a bliss. If my hon’ble friend had * 
a knowledge of the Calcutta Municipal Act, he would have known that 
a house cannot be declared vacant unless it is continually vacant for 
sixty days and it is after an inquiry to that effect that a remission of 
municipal tax is granted. As a matter of fact there must be more 
houses which are vacant— more than 2,201, because landlords generally 
do not show their houses ns vacant as in that case the water connec- 
tion would he cut off. 

My friend Mr. Syed Nasim Ali has another very curious argument. 
He says those 2,201 houses must be new houses and, therefore, they 
are vacant. Otherwise how can they remain vacant ? Babu Kurendra 
Nath Mallik has shown by statistics that not more than 700 houses have 
been built within t he last three years. There weie altogether 700 new 
houses and, therefore, theifte wen* 2,2(11 new houses lying vacant! 
Nice argument, indeed, coming from a lawyer of Mr. Syed Nasim Ali’s 
jsisition. 

Then, Sir, we have heard of attempts being made even to attack 
the most inqxirtial and prominent representathes of public bodies who 
are held in high esteem by the remaik that the\ must have joined 
hands with the landlords, otheuvis<» they would have supjHirted tin* Bill 
and would not have opposed tin* Bill and pressed for a eommittee. 1 
do not know what is meant b\ all tins. The suggestion for the appoint- 
ment of a eommittee was made by Mr. Langford .lames, hut can it lie 
said that he has joined hands with the landlords ¥ I supjxuf Mr. Lang- 
ford .lames’s suggestion ami I also supjHirt the suggestion made by 
Babu Suiendra Nath M;illik. We say let there In* a committee (con- 
sisting of those jwrsoim who have nothing to do with Calcutta, who 
have nothing to do eithei with the increase or decrease of rents. As 
Ixith sides agree that this Act is an Act of oppression, the only course 
left is to have an impartial inquiry. 1 therefore whole-heartedly 
support # Mr Langford .lames’s suggestion for the appointment 'oft a 
committee. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: My jiosition is just the same as that 
of Babu Nitya Dhon Mukheijec. Some two hundred years ago, rice 
was selling at the absurdly high price of four maunds to the rupee in 
Bengal. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think it can Ik* necessary to go back 
200 years. I think you had better cut short that jiart of your argu- 
ment. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: This price of four maunds to the rupee 
Was so grievously high that the poor people of Murshidabad could 
hardly afford to purchase in such quantities as would give them one 
square meal eft day. At the sight of this pitiable state of things the 
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tender heart of the then ruler of Bengal and the supreme arbiter of the 
destinies of its people, began to bleed copiously. Good old Murshid- 
kuli Khan thought- 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are going off the point. We have nothing 
to do with what Murshidkuli Khan did. Please come to the relevant 
I>art. 

• 

Babu NALINI HATH ROY: Murslndkuli Khan thought it a great 
shame and forthwith made the law that henceforth rice must sell at 
the rate of eight, maunds to the rupee; and lo ! and behold!! rice began 
to sell at the rate of eight maunds to the rupee, for the salutary provi- 
sion was attached to the rice-law 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you please skip over that portion about 
Mtirshidkuli Khan and come to the relevant part ? 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: As to the law about how many bouses 
and flats could lx* had at one .mmi lupee per month in those good old 
days, history is unfortunateh silent, but 1 can assure everyone that 
the number was not less than half a dozen. Well, history is doomed' to 
repeat itself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, older! Mi. Hoy, you lm\e just said that 
histon wns silent on the subject, so how can it repeat itself? I must 
ask you to skip that poitinn ami come to the subject-matter under dis- 
cussion, If you cannot ol>e\ m\ ruling, you must sit down. 

Btbu NALINI NATH ROY: It has been argued that we are going 
to reli v ve the pool tenants. Now, who are these poor tenants of 
Calcutta, tor whom we aie bleeding in our heart of hearts? Are they 
the toiling millions— the lining -handed sons of toil — who have built the 
palace* of ibis Cits and alljhat it contains with their own hands and 
cemented tlmm with tl;e sweat ol then blow? Ohs iously not; for they 
live ai d thrive in nhseuio cornels, in wietched hustre* and stinking 
slump", wheie laws like the Hen! Act ot Calcutta can never reach them. 
This Kent Act has been in operation for three sears and l would like 
to know what good it lias done to them. If this Kent Act has not done 
anything appreciable for these people l would like to know what sanc- 
tion tie present Legislators of Bengal have got to make such an enact- 
ment. 

Then I want to know who are the ]>oor people for whose special *• 
benefit we are called upon to make laws. As representing a constitu-? 
ency which is poor in the extreme, I should be able to sympathise with 
poverty and lend a helping hand in making laws for their special bene- 
fit; but I do not feel called upon to enact and re-enact laws of this 
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character. Why? This Act is not. intended for the genuinely poor—* 
the poor for whose special benefit legislators of all ages and all coun- 
tries have been called upon to make special provision even at the cost 
of other classes. But when the claims of genuine poverty are not 
plainly traceable, legislation for the special benefit of any class and at 
the expense of another, is not called for. 

Let us have a definition of poverty. A native of India need not be 
consideied a poor man who earns 3 shillings a day, Itecnuse 99 per cent, 
of his countrymen earn much less. An Englishman earning 3 shillings 
a day i.* miserably jKior; while an American on a similar income mud 
be regarded as worse than a street lioggar. So poverty is a relative 
term. In this City of Calcutta I am prepared to include in the category 
of the poor, any man whose monthly income is less than Its. (10 or in other 
words less than Rs. '> per diem. 1 am not prepared to enlist those 
who earn more than thiN in the category of the genuinely jx»or, for 
whose special benefit legislative enactments must l>e made at the cost 
of another section of the people. The argument that the present Bill 
is required for the protection of the poor, that this Bill has got behind 
it any philanthropic consideration, cannot be substantiated at all. 

The next argument in favour of this legislation is not poverty but 
comparative poverty. The landlords are rich and the tenants are i*>or — 
the very terms signify riches in the one hand and relative jxivertv on 
the other. I decline to admit the validity of this argument at all. 
Jiot us have a look at the landlords and the tenants of raleuttu. Rome 
of the big European films of this city who deign to make a {Nil try 
profit of Rs. 500 to Rs 1,000 per cent, on their share capital are not 
landlords but tenants. The menders of the Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce, the members of the Calcutta Trades Association, the members 
of the Kurojiean Association and the members of such similar organisa- 
tions not always — but in extremely rare case* -are landlords, and in 
the vast majority of cases are tenants. I have yet to know that the 
Calcutta landlord — be lie a Jew, Armenian or Bengali — makes anything 
like 500 per cent on his investment. So landlord is not a svnony- 
mous term with richness and plenty, but so far as Calcutta is concerned 
rather the term tenants is. Mv poor heart refuses to bleed for this 
class of tenants and against their landlords unless a surgical opera- 
tion is performed on me. 

H will be said that it is not a question of relieving poverty but of 
mitigating hardship. Mv answer is: that I would lie glad to mitigate 
hardship if I could first mitigate the incidence of poverty. With abject 
poverty striding through the length and breadth of Bengal, I am not 
prepared to waste the wealth of any class for the benefit of another 
and thereby mitigate hardship. I am not prepared to bring in the 
machinery o4 legislation to rob Peter to pay Paul for the purppee of 
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r mitigating this sort of hardship, when I know full well that all the 
legislative machinery of the world will not suffice to produce one seer 
of rice or one piece of brick to build a house with. 

The next argument in favour of this Bill will be the rapacity of the 
landlords. In the daily papers I have come across all sorts of oppro- 
brious terms used against the landlords of Calcutta including epithets 
like “ wolf ” and “ serpent,.” I think I would be failing in my duty 
if l did not point out the fact to the users of such language and those 
who harbour thoughts and sentiments of this character, that the wolves 
and the seri>euts are not worse animals than human beings prompted 
by thoughts of exclusive selfishness. * 

I will now’ mention the worst argument against the proposed measure. 
We have heard and read about Bolshevism. The cardinal principle of 
the Bolsheviks is this: State-interference in the distribution of wealth; 
in normal times. It is very good for a Government to try and produce 
wealth ; but it should be remembered that to regulate distribution of 
wealth is what constitutes the |*»culiarity of Bolshevism. A system of 
Government which does not profess to Ih» Bolshevik should never lend its 
hand to legislations of this character. I have shown l>efore that this 
measure is not absolutely essential for the mitigation of the problem of 
poverty. 11' il has got any function to perform it is distribution of wealth 
ami profits. If this Council nirogates to itself the function of distribut- 
ing wealth and profit Indween landlords and tenants of Calcutta, why 
should it refuse to take ujkui itself tin* duty- of adjusting wealth and profit 
between tlic drivers and conductors of the Tramways Company and the 
Company itself? If it is right to legislate l>etween landlords and 
tenants why should not. the same thing he right between the employees 
of the railways and their companies? Tf it is right to regulate the rents 
Indween landlords and tenants, why should it. not. be right to spring 
legislative interference between the miserable coal miners of Jheriah 
and tin* coal companies whose* exfictions on industries as well as on the 
jxmr individual consumer is not a whit less glaring than the exactions 
of the Calcutta landlords? 

Mv last argument is: beginning froth Bcntham and ending with 
Carl Marx, the theory of the greatest good to the greatest number, is 
something that should captivate the imagination of all of us. But I 
would put' in a word of protest, that these great men in formulating 
their principles forgot to calculate the moral factor in human conduct. 

I would back the smallest minority with moral support behind them 
in preference to the biggest majority. I would back the one man 
with moral suptmrt behind him against the rest of the world. T believe 
that laws like this Rent Bill are not moral and should never be counte- 
nanced. Therefore, T do not see any reason to support this Rent Bill. 

Sir ASUT08H CHAUDHURI: I did not intend to take any part 
in this discussion, but I feel that possibly my experience may be a little 
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helpful to the members of this House. I am not a landlord, so I can* 
speak without much feeling. I wils one, but I found that it was not 
a profitable game. W hat I possessed I sold to a Marwari gentleman 
who is making money out of it. But my experience as a lawyer and 
for a little period unfortunately as a Judge has convinced me, so far as 
the cases which come up to the High Court are concerned, that the 
landlords have got grounds of complaint — very serious grounds of com- 
plaint and that the tenants appeared to me to }>c much better off in 
various respects than the landlords. The question, however, seems to me 
to be one of housing, it is a housing problem to begin with. That is 
to say, the Calcutta Improvement 'Trust has not yet done its duty so 
far as the public is concerned. They ought to make provision for hous- 
ing the jMJor {>eople in such a manner as not to give occasion for a dis- 
cussion like this, communications from different parts of the city to the 
centre should be ojx*nod out and the housing accommodation for the 
displaced people provided. What struck me when I went to Mysore 
and Bangalore was that they had improved their cities on those lines. 

I found the Government there had made provision for houses for middle 
class men who want to live comfortably but cannot afford to pay very 
much. They had provision made for them in different parts of the town 
which had been opened out for them requiring jniyment of small suiys 
of money for good accommodation. Decent bungalows had also been 
provided for poor people. But we, in this country, so far as Calcutta 
is concerned, are asked to legislate for this and other things, and the 
immediate needs are neglectisl. The question is really a housing prob- 
lem and nothing else. 1 feel the Rent Act is a piece of class legislation 
which ought not to be sanctioned at this stage. I entirely agree with 
Mr. Ismgford James that a committee should Ik* appointed to inquire 
into the whole question, and if they think that legislation ought to Ik* 
taken in hand then it will lx* time to proceed in that direction. But 
for Represent, I think the mover of this Bill will In* well advised to 
withdraw it. 

The Hofl’bte Mr. P. C* MITTER* I think I can njqmmch this ques- 
tion with some degree of detachment liecausc after all it does not 
appertain to my portfolio. Although I do not feel the same amount of 
responsibility as mv esteemed and revered colleague d<x*s, yet as a 
Member of Government I cannot escape responsibility. Therefore, I 
have given my most anxious consideration to this pmblem, and for years 
past as a public man. as a lawyer, and in various other capacities, 1 had 
opportunities of giving anxious consideration to this problem. My res- 
ponsibility as a Member of Government tells me that it is a cruel shame 
that any man, be he rich or poor, should be called upon to jwy an inor- 
dinately large share of his income for a house to live in. It is a problem 
which must be solved and the solution of this problem is a question 
that ought th interest us. But, Sir, I am afraid that those whft have 
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* spoken in favour of Mr. Campbell Forrester’s motion and those who 
have spoken agaiust that motion have really failed to approach the ques- 
tion from the right point of view till my friend, Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
spoke on the subject. If the problem before us be that the poor or even 
the well-to-do should have a house to live in at a reasonable rent, do we 
solve the problem by accentuating* class disputes? We all know class 
disputes are dangerous things — they take us away from the right spirit 
in which big problems, important problems, ought to be solved. The 
obvious solution is more production, that solution I realize is easy to 
suggest but more difficult to materialize. Therefore, my advice to the 
House, both as a Member of Government and in my individual capacity 
as a person who has given years of anxious thought to this question, is 
that we should try to solve the problem by providing facilities for tran- 
sit, by bringing down the cost of construction, by opening out unopened 
sjmces and by opening out suburban areas. Sir, the problem is not really 
so difficult of solution ns many of us are apt to imagine. It will be simply 
shelving the problem if we re]>oat the Rent. Act. The tenants, perhaps, 
want an easy solution by relating the Rent Act, while the landlords want 
to get rid of the Act. If the community suffers, if hundreds of citizens 
cannot get living accommodation, class interests of tenants are hound to 
he assertive and the landlords’ just interests nre likely to suffer by the 
overwhelming pressure of a large body of tenants. Therefore, ‘.elf-interest 
(night to tell the landlords, self-interest ought to tell the tenants that 
they should find out a true solution and not a quack reined v. Sir, 
within two miles or perhaps less from the most congested areas of 
Northern Calcutta, we have places like Maniktala, Ultadingi, where 
w’ith facilities of transit the poor men can reach the congested areas of 
the town in five or ten minutes’ time. We all know* that huntre huts 
can be constructed in three months* time. If there are facilities of tran- 
sit, you can solve the problem to-morrow — at least bv to-morrow you 
can make a beginning. It nyiv be said that it will take vears to take 
the tramway line to these places, but it will not take years to take ’buses 
there. Under the present law. the suburban municipalities have not 
the power to subsidize carrying companies. I throw out the suggestion 
not ns a Member of Government but ns a private individual that this 
matter is well worth investigation by a suitable committee; whether the 
present law should not be amended so as to give power to the outlying 
municipalities to raise the rates and taxes bv half or one per cent, and 
be allowed to utilize the monev thus raised for subsidizing carrying 
companies. *T am sure, my friend, Bnbu Surendra Nath Ray, who is the 
Chairman of an important neighbouring municipality, will agree with 
me in this matter, because this will have the effect of raising the value 
of lands in the locality. 

T need not wean* the House with details, hut there are stations on 
the Grand Chord line and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway line within easy 
reach of Calcutta which can be developed if proper facilities of transit 
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are forthcoming. Within Calcutta itself near about Bhowunipur I have* 
«©en hundreds of acres of very valuable land Ivin# unbuilt. And why l* 
Because capital has not been organized, and Ik* cause it costs too much 
to build. With proper organization, these difficulties can Ik* met. 
Therefore, I would appeal to Mr. Campbell Forrester whose Bill 1 appre- 
ciate has been introduced with the l**st of motives, and to meet a cry- 
ing problem — 1 would apjieal to him to wait, and if he feels like that, 
even to withdraw his motion. The present Kent Act will remain in 
force till May next, and I think my esteemed friend will extend the 
operations of this Act, and if lie accepts a development committee, the 
most im]M>rtnnt duty of the committee will l>e to consider the. question 
of the real solution of the problem. Government has a serious respon- 
sibility, but that responsibility must In* discharged with due regard to 
justice, with due regard to what is just to the landlord, with due regard 
to w ,l *at is just to the tenant, and if this meets with the approval of 
Mr. Campbell Forrester and those who have s]K)ken on Indialf of the ten- 
ants and landlords, |>erhai>s at the end of two oi three months, they 
will find that the sjieetre which the tenants have raised is after all 
unreal. I plead for letter undei standing and I am sure that if a suit- 
able development committee l»e apjHunted, it will lead to the solution 
of this big problem. 

I do not think I ne<sl take up the time of the House any longer. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I have listened attentively to the s|H*eches lroth 
for and against the motion to lefer the Bill to a Select Committee. I 
will first of all deal with the Statement of Oh|r< ts and Reasons that 
Mr. Campliell Forrester has placed before us If anything, the state- 
ments there show that there is absolutely no necessity feu continuing 
this Rent Art. He says that the tenants hn\e l>een raking in three 
or four tiinc*s the ordinary rent from ihr sub-tenant. If this 1 m* so, does 
it not pro\e that the landlord has lwen luuslily dealt with, that he has 
not ha/1 his fair share of rent ? It can never 1 m> contended that the sub- 
tenant has l>een |Kiying three or four times what can In* considered as 
reasonable rent, and if that is agreed upon, then surely, the only ]x>Msible 
explanation is that the landlord has been unfairly dealt with. 

This has not only made ihe landlord discontented hut has defeated 
the very pur]»ose for which the Rent Act was passed. What is the out- 
come? It has caused an estrangement of feeling lietween landlords and 
tenants. Apart from that, t ho number of cases that has gone up to 
the Rent Controller is few and far lietween and when c/rnipnred with 
the total number of holdings that are available in Calcutta, it will be 
seen that the bulk of the people do not apfiear to avail themselves of 
the advantage of the Rent Act. 

Turning to the speech delivered by Mr. Campbell Forrester, he has 
given us a list of houses where the rents have increased beyond reason- 
able limits. # The Rent Act has been in force for close upon tkrefe years 
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* and if the tenants of those houses have not gone to the Kent Controller 
to get their rents standardized does it not clearly prove that they have 
not sought the protection of the Rent Act because they are not in favour 
of it ? There are many reasons why rents have increased. One of the 
reasons is the boom. In the year 1919-20, a lot of houses changed hands 
and people have had to pay very high prices. Clearly these landlords 
have a right to say — ** Give us 6 per cent, on the present value of my 
house.” When Government are now borrowing money at 6 per cent, 
free of income tax, is it not very unreasonable if the Rent Controller 
lias urged “ 4 jxu cent, to a landlord is quite enough.” I did not hear of 
it till Mr. Phelps delivered his speech in the Corporation. This Act 
has also operated very harshly on the landlords because even the Courts 
have constructed it as if the intention of the Legislature is that the 
tenants alone have got to be protected. You have the opinion of the 
Rent Controller himself where he says that t he Small Causes Court has 
been allowing as much as 12 to 15 months to tenants to remove. What 
is the effect of an order of that description? There are many tenants 
who are very good and pay their rents regularly. There are also a 
certain number of tenants who, as soon jis they find that an order of 
ejectment had been passed against them, try, and in several cases 
successfully try, to cheat the landlords out of their rents — no longer 
called rents but damages in the shape of rents. That being so, shouftl 
we continue an Act of this description? 

To prove that the standard rent is a low figure I can give you one 
particular instance. There is a house that has lately changed hands 
and has lx»cti acquired by the Calcutta Improvement Trust. Tile rent 
of that house has Wn standardized. It is occuphwl by Anglo-Indians 
and to-day the Calcutta Improvement Trust are charging a higher rent 
than the standard rent fixed by the Rent Controller. Here you have 
a public body like the Calcutta Improvement Trust charging, in this 
particular case at least, a higher rent than the standard rent. Does 
it not clearly show that in thV opinion of the Trust the standard rent 
is not a fair rent? You have also heard the opinion of the Chairman 
of the Corporation. He has referred to section 26 which has operated, 
as he rightly says, very harshly, but so long as the Rent Act is in force 
that section must remain, because you cannot have it both ways. You 
must either say that the standard rent is a fair rental or you must 
admit that the standard rent is a very' low rental. What is the effect 
of section 26 of the Act? The Corporation are losing money and when 
the Corporation loses money, it means that every rate-payer has to suffer. 
Not only is there a chance of the rates being increased but also impor- 
tant improvements cannot be given effect to. 

Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed and Mr. Syed Nasim Ali have thought 
fit to attack the Chairman on the statistics supplied by him. Babu 
Nitya Dhon Mukherjee has very rightly pointed out the absurdity of 
these attacks, as no remission of taxes is due until and unless a house is 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


im.} 


55* 


vacant lor at least 60 consecutive days. If that be so, it clearly prove#* 
that there are more thau 2,000 houses lying vacant for over 60 days. 
Does this not go to show that at least the supply has got up to the 
demand? It must be remembered that this is a growing city and what 
is wanted is expansion. Unless you afford facilities by providing space 
for building houses for the poor and transport facilities, I do not think 
that it is reasonable to expect that the supply of houses will l>e very much 
more than the demand. For these reasons I oppose the reference of 
Mr. Campliell Forrester’s Bill to a SdTect Committee. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: The Calcutta Bent Bill has evoked 
strong feelings, and it is a matter of profound regret that the question 
is being fought along party lines. The matter is being looked at from 
the point of view of self-interest. Self is the pivot round which the 
whole problem is revolving. The landlord is looking at it from his point 
of view', and the tenant is also looking at it from the tenant's |H>int of 
view, and one who has listened to the discussions in this House this 
afternoon is convinced of one fact that there is no memhei present in 
t ho House who is ready with an immediate solution of this difficult 
problem. Sir Asutosh Chnudhuri gets up and suggests that it is a 
pioldeni of housing accommodation, it is a housing problem, whereas 
the IIoiT hie the Minister in charge of Education gets up and makes 
his suggestion that tin* question may be suhed by an easy transport, 
bv opening out new areas, constructing lints, having new bnxtrrs, and 
more buildings. Seeing that tin* problem is such a difficult one and 
seeing that the solution needs very careful cnn-idciat ion, it seems to 
me that the suggestion made b\ the Bengal Chamber of Comineice is 
the very best. A committee ought to 1 m* appointed at once and the 
whole matter ought to be gone into; the data ought to Is* collected and 
the real grievances on l>oth sides ought to 1m* known. Then this House 
will Is* in a |M>sition to decide whether the present Rent Act ought to be 
given a fresh lease of life, or wliethei a fresh piece of legislation is 
needed, or whether the whole thing ought to be dropped. The Hon’bln 
the Minister ought to give an assurance that the matter will engage 
his immediate attention and the matter will Is* dealt with by this very 
House either in this session or in a future session. If such an assur- 
ance from the Hon’ble the Minister is forthcoming, I am sure that 
Mr. Campbell Forrester will see his way to withdraw* his Bill at this 
stage. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r u. on Friday, the 9tb 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Tiik Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 9th February, 1923, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the ( 'hair, three Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council (the Hon ’hie Mr. J. Donald, being absent), the 
three Hon’ble Ministers, and 85 nominated and elected members. 


8 tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Revenue derived from new taxation measures and expenditure 

thereof. 


•LI. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state the 
amount of revenue received from the additional taxation from the Bengal 
Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922; the Bengal Stamp (Amendment) 
Act, 1 922, and the Bengal Amusements Tax Act, 1922, up to November, 
1922, and in December, 1922? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to give the details 
of the expenditure incurred from the said amount l>oth on the reserved 
departments and on the transferred departments? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): (a) d) Receipts under the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, 
us modified by the Bengal Stamp (Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-23 — 

Rs. A. r. 

Up to the 30th November, 1922 • ... 59,42,379 5 G 

For December, 1922 ... 6, 89, 468 5 6* 


Total 

Receipts for 1921-22 for the above period 


66,31,847 11 0 
57,66,430 5 3 


Increase ... ^8,65,417 5 9 


It is not possible to say how much of this increase is due to additional 
taxation. 

* The Afrure* for December, 1992, ere subject to modiAcetion, at the account* for the said month 
have not jjet been doted. 
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( 2 ) Receipts under the Court-fees Act, 1870, as modified by the * 
Bengal Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-23 — 

Rs. a. p. 

Up to November, 1922 ... 1,32,76,321 11 3 

For December, 1922 ... 13,06,080 6 3* 


Total 

Receipts for 1921-22 for the above period 


1,45,82,408 1 6 
1.32,00,861 14 1 


Increase ... 13,81,546 3 6 


It is not possible to sav how much of this increase is due to additional 
taxation. 

( 3 ) Receipts under the Bengal Amusements Tax Act, 1922, — 

Its. -A. P. 

Up to November, 1922 ... 1,52,294 13 0 

For December, 1922 2,85,011 0 0* 


Total ... 4,37,305 13 0 


This Act came into tone from the 1st April, 1922. 

(//) No receipts from any particular head are earmarked either for 
“ Reserved " or “ Transferred ” Department* The details cannot 
therefore he furnished. 


Scheme for tube-wells for supply of drinking water to riparian 
• municipalities of Hooghly and Howrah. 

*LII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur; Will tho 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Jxx:al Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Chief Engineer of the Public 
Health Department has drawn up any scheme for tube- well* a* the 
chief source of drinking water-supply to the rijwirian municipalities in 
the districts of Hooghly and Howrah? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr, 8. W. Goode); Schemes for supply of water 
from tube-wells were prepared for Bally, Kotrung, and Rishra-Konno- 
gore. All these are at present in abeyance for want of funds. 


* The fltfuree for December, Drift, are • object to modi^catioo, u the account • for tbe mouth 
have oot ye t been* loeed. 
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Malaria in Kishoreganj town. 

•LI II. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) Han the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Min inter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
been drawn to the fact that several cases of malaria have been occurring 
in Kishoreganj town? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a large accu- 
mulation of stagnant water in the ditches and pools and that the water 
channels of the town are obstructed? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that since the construction 
of the Mymensingh-Bhairab line, a fey r years ago, the free flow of 
water has been obstructed by the railway embankments? 

(<I) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing 
an inquiry by the Director of Public Health into the matter at an early 
date ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) T lie available statistics do not indicate any 
recent increase in malaria in Kishoreganj town, though there is a slight 
increase in parts of the Kishoreganj subdivision. 

(b) There is no large accumulation of stagnant water in the town, 
but the water channels are silted up. The Narsunda river on the banks 
of which Kishoreganj is situated is badly blocked by water hyacinth. 

(r) The Minister has no information on the subject. 

(d) Government are of opinion that it is desirable to await the rejiort 
of the cxj>ert Committee appointed to investigate the question of 
obstruction to the flow of water caused by railway embankments in the 
areas recently flooded, as the problem is likely to be considered by this 
Committee in its more general as]K»ct. 


Posts of the Judioial Commissioners of the Improvement Trust, 

•LIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINCH'ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 

ITon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment la* pleased to state whether it is a fact that official representations 
have Iwen made for the abolition of the ]M>sts of the Judicial Commis- 
sioners of the Improvement Trust ? 

(b) Wha^ is the amount of expenditure which is annually incurred 
in maintaining those posts? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) It is not (dear what posts are meant by the 
expression “ Judicial Commissioners of the Improvement Trust.” If 
tlie posts of the President and of the two Assessors of the Tribunal are 
referred to, then the answer is in the negative. 
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a 

( b ) Tlie expenditure incurred in the year 1921-22 was as follows:— 
Salary of the President— Rs. 33,(100: fees jxud to the two Assessors — 
Rs. 37,550; other expenses — Rs. 7,029. * 


Scheme for vocational education. 

•LV. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deportment of Education bo 
pleased to state whether he has any scheme drawn up for vocational 
education P 

(5) If so, what is that scheme, how far has it been introduced, and 
how is the scheme to he financed P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): i<i) A copy of a note on vocal lonal educa- 
tion recorded by the Minister in charge of education on the 13th 
dune, 1921. and a cop\ of the Interim R«*|K>rt of the Dacca Technical 
and Vocational Education Com nut tee are laid on the Library table. 
The final rejMirt of the Committee is being awaited. 

(b) Government will consider the provision of funds when tin* final 
rejxirt has been received and decisions taken u|>on it. No large scheme 
seems possible in the near future. 


Proposed renewal of the Calcutta Rent Act. 

•LVI. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’hle the Minis 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Kelf-Un\ ei nment be pleusec. 
to state whether it is proposed to renew the Calcutta Rent Act this year} 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: Mi. C ampbell Eorrester’s Hill for amending and 
extending the term of the Rent Act is now l>efoic the Legislative Council. 


Applications for grants for High 8choofs. 

•LVII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) whether there are any applications for capital and recurring 
grants from High English Schools in the Palma and othei 
districts during the current year; and 

(it) how many of such applications were received and how were they 
disposed of? • 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) Yes. 
(ii) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (ii) of starred question 
No. LV 11 furnishing the information in connection with the applica- 
tions for capital and recurring grants from High English Schools. 



Pabo*. 

Otb*r 41*. 
trioU. 

Number of applications received during 



the year (1922-23) 

... 12 

318 

Number of applications granted 

Number of applications under corre- 

... 6 

121 

spondence 

... 3 

79 

Number of applications pending for 



funds 

... 3 

77 

Number of applications refused 

... — 

41 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Revised estimate of expenditure and income of Government for 
the year 1923-24. 

338. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(0 what will be the revised estimate, so far as can lie anticipated 
now, of the income and expemlituie of Government for the 
current financial year; 

(ii) what revenue has been raised to December, 1922, by the 
levy of — 

(a) additional stump-duties; 

% (h) additional court-fees, and 

(r) amusement-tax, 

us a result of the passing of the taxation laws on those 
subjects ; 

(Hi) what revenue do the Government, anticipate in deficit for the 
budget of 1923-24; and 

(ir) what will be the amount of deficit and how are the Government 
proposing to meet the same? 
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Mr. A. MARR: (i) to ( iv ) The figures are not available at present. * 
They will be made known on the presentation of the budget to the 
Legislative Council. 

(ii) The member is referred to the answer given to starred ques- 
tion No. LI on the subject asked by Babu Surendra Nath Hay at this 
meeting. 


Measures for cattle welfare. 

339. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the IWblc the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps are promised to lie taken during the next 
official year — 

(i) for increasing the numlier of stud bulls for breeding pur|x»ses; 

(ii) for the establishment and maintenance of dispensaries 'for the 

treatment of diseased cattle; and 

(lit) for the provision of lands for grazing purposes with a view to 
increase the supply of pure cow’s milk in the several parts 
of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDU8TRIE8 Tthe Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AH Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) : u) Stud bulls of known milking jx'digree ale now l>eing 
placed on all the Government farms and their services will be available 
to the cow-keepers in the neighbourhood. 

in) Disi^nsaries for the treatment of diseased cattle are maintained 
by the district hoards and not by (Iovernment. 

(in) The member is referred to the sjieech of the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter on»the resolution on cattle-breeding moved h\ Mr. Prusunna Deb 
Haikat at the (’ouncil meeting of Cth September, 1021. 

Excavation and re-excavation of tanks in Pabna. 

340. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government lx* pleased to 
state the number of new’ tanks excavated and old ones restored by the 
District Board of Pabna for the improvement of drinking water supply 
in the rural areas of the district and, especially, of the Sadnr su lid i vi- 
sion during the last three years? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): Government have 

no information. • 
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Expenditure in combating malaria in Pabna. 

341. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hobble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Rs. 1,268 have been spent since he 
came into office on 2,587 villages in the district of Pabna; 

00 if so, what portions of this amount have been spent for the 
Nadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, respectively, and the 
villages in the respective subdivisions; and 

(in) what has been the outcome of this expenditure in combating 
malaria, subdivision by subdivision, in the district of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: The question is 
vague and is not clearly understood, since it is not stated whether ex- 
penditure by district boards or union boards or Government is referred 
to. 


Pay of the Health Officer of Pabna. 

342. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pica Ned to state — * 

(0 the pay of the present Health Officer employed b\ the district 
hoard of Palma; aiqj 

(n) the amount contributed by the Government towards his pay? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) Rs. 300— 
20 — 500 per mensem. 

(if) Half the pay. 


Begging and hawking in tram-car*. 

343. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: <<i) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(») whether it is a fact that many persons board the tram-cars in 
Calcutta with the object of collecting money on various pre- 
texts and for hawking many articles; and 

(if ) whether it is a fact that owing to the solicitations of these 
persons, passengers in the tram-care are often put to harraas- 
ment and inconvenience? 
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( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing* 
the attention of the authorities of the Calcutta Tramways Company, 
Ltd., to this and of requesting them to issue instructions at an early 
date to put a stop to this practice? 

The Hoit’ble Sir SURENDRA RATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(b) The reply is in the negative. 


Supply of good drinking water in Pabna. 

344. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {„) lias the IWble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-(io\eri»mcnt got 
any information as to the nuinlwr of inhabited villages in the district 
of Pabna which have not got a sufficient local supply of good di inking 
water for men and cattle? 

(h) If not, will the Hon 'bio the Minister 1 m* pleased to state whether 
any such statistics an* being collected or will Ik* collected during the 
present settlement operations? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) No. 
Erosion of Noakhali town. 

345. Munshi MAKRAMALI : (o) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Public Works uwu»e that the river to the 
south of the Noakhali town and the khal to the east of the town have 
been silted up and extensive chars have Immmi formed just below the 
town? 

(b) JTs tlie Hon'ble the Minister aware that the khal is cutting the 
Assam-Bengal railway station at Noakhali, situated on the north of the 
town? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that the acting Chief Engineer, 
Mr. A. N. Das, insjiocted the condition of the river and the khal and 
recommended the construction of two bunds (embankments) across the 
khal, and to divert the current by the re-excavation of a small < liannel 
towards the east from the big khal as a protective meusuie against the 
erosion of the town by the khal in the north-east of the town? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
construction of the bunds and re-excavation of the branch channel in 
(o be taken up during the next dry season ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that very great changes 

have taken place in the condition of the river to the south of the Noakhali 
town since tbe Chief Engineer inspected it last? # 
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(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing the 
Chief Engineer again to the town to inspect the present condition of the 
river, and to determine whether the time is ripe for taking any protective 
measures ? 

MINISTER in otargft Of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hori’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes, but those chars are being washed away from the west and their 
stability is as yet uncertain. 

(b) Yes. 

(o) ltai A. N. Das Bahadur inspected the condition of the river and 
the khal and recommended the construction of one bund only with a 
drainage opening, but he did not recommend the diversion of the khal 
through any other artificial channel. 

(tl) The reply is in the negative as the recommendation of the 
ltai Bahadur was not accepted by Government. 

(e) Yes, but as stated above the stability of the char is not yet 
established. 

(/) Government are in receipt of regular reports on the subject ana 
do not propose to depute the Chief Engineer at present to inspect. 


Erosion of Noakhali town. 

348. Munshi MAKRAMALI: (a\ Is the IWhlc^he Minister in 
charge of the Department of Public Works aware that the erosion of the 
Noakhali town by the river to^ts south and east has practically ceased fl 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing an 
expert Engineer immediately to inspect the condition of the erosion and 
report as to whether any steps should be taken by the Government before 
the next rainy season to help nature? 

(c) Ts it a fact that the then Chief Engineer, Mr. A. N. Das, 
recommended to the Government that two bunds should be constructed 
in different places against the Mnntiarghonn khal to stop the erosion ot 
the khal to the north of the town? 

(<1) If so, will the Tfon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken to carry out the recommendations of the Chiei 
Engineer P % 

Tht Hon’ble the Nawab -8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes, for the present. 

(b) Government are in receipt of regular reports on the subject ano 
do not consider it necessary to depute an expert Engineer at present to 
inspect. 

(r) No, he recommended the construction of one bund only. 

(//) The recommendation was not accepted by Government. 
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347. Dr* JATIMDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the specific anti-malarial works performed by the individual 
district boards of Bengal from January , 1921, to July, 1922; 
(«) the sum actually spent for the purpose in each case; 

(Hi} the actual measures taken by the district and local boards to 
improve the water supply during that period; and 

(tr) the sum spent in each particular case referred to in (iii)P 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) and (it) Nd 
specific anti-malarial works were carried out in 1921-22 by district boards, 
(m) and (iv) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Bhatpara municipality. 

348. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; (a) Will the Hon’ble Ue 
Minister in clyjrge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
pleased to state whether he has received any petition from the Bhatpard 
Peoples’ Association pointing out various irregularities of the 
municipality. 0 % 

(h) If so, what action, if any, hns been taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) A 

petition was received on the 9th of August, 1922, criticising the conduct 
of business at a meeting of the municipal commissioners. No action 
has been taken by Government on that petition. 

Another petition was received in the same month regarding the 
disposal of some borrow-pit lands which the commissioners were said to 
be purchasing from the Eastern Bengal Railway. The petition-waK 
forwarded to the local officers for report. The Magistrate of the 24* 
Parganas reports as follows: — 

“ The late Chief Engineer of the Eastern Bengal Railway Rai Baha- 
dur Rala Ram, i.s.o., made a proposal to transfer some insanitary borrow- 
pits near the Kankinara station to Bhatpara municipality instead of filling 
them up. His proposal was accepted by the Railway authorities in the 
year 1918, who asked for a valuation of the borrow-pits in question ana 
the Land Acquisition Deputy Collector accordingly valued them and his 
valuation was accepted by the Railway authorities who subsequently 
moved Government to sanction the relinquishment of the land. The 

nr 
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relinquishment was sanctioned by Government in the Revenue Depart* 
ment. Nothing is known regarding the purpose to which the munici- 
pality will put these borrow-pits.” 

As under section 34 of the Bengal Municipal Act the commissioner® 
have absolute power to dispose of any land they do not require, Govern- 
ment decided not to interfere with their discretion. 

Another petition alleged that a trade license fee was levied from a 
local rice mill. The rates at which license fees are levied under 
section 201, Bengal Municipal Act, are fixed by the Commissioners at a 
meeting with the approval of the Commissioner of the Division. No 
action has been taken by Government in this matter which is outside theii 
jurisdiction (Section 261, Bengal Municipal Act). 


Titaghar sewerage scheme. 

349. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the proposal for the construction 
of drains and for the consideration of the scheme of drainage in some oil 
the municipalities of the 24-Varganas district have been postponed foi ( 
the final decision about the proposed Grand Trunk Canal? 

(b) If so, will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whethei 
it is similarly proposed to postpone the final approval of the Titaghar 
sewerage scheme? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 9URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) It is not 

a fact that schemes of drainage have been postponed for this reason. The 
scheme most affected is that of the Cos^ipore-Chitpur municipality. A 
revised project to suit the present intended alignment of the Grand Trunk 
Canal has been prepared by the Chief Engineer, Dublin Health Depart- 
ment. The Municipal Commissioners of Cossi pore-Chit pur have post- 
poned further consideration of this project until the question of the 
inclusion of this municipality in Calcutta is settled. 

(h) This question does not arise but in rfny case the Titaghar sewerage 
is in no wav affected by the Grand Trunk Canal project and Government 
do not propose to withhold its approval to the scheme. 


David Hara Training Collage and Dacca Training College. 

350. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(D the number of classes, and the number of students in each o! 
# these classes, in the David Hare Training College and the 
Dacca Training College, respectively; and 
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(♦*) the total annual cost of maintenance for each of these college^! 

(6) Is it true that most of the students attending these colleges are 
in receipt of stipends? 

(r) Is it true that considerable accommodation in the David Hare 
Training College is lying vacant for the delay in the extension of classes 
or for lack of provision of hostel arrangements? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) (?) There are two classes, one 
B.T. and one L.T. in the David Hare Training College, and three classes, 
two B.T. and one L.T. or one B.T. and two L.T. in alternate years in 
the Dacca Training College. The limit of admission prescribed in the 
Rules is 50 (30 in the B.T. class and 20 in the L.T. cluss) in the David 
Hare Training Collegp, and 00 (2*1 in each class) in the Dacca Training 
College. But in practice a larger number of students is taken in. 
In 1921-22, 32 B.T.’s and 22 L.T.’s were admitted in the David Hare 
Training College, and 08 B.T.’s and L.T.’s were admitted in (he Da' on 
Training College. 

(??) The total annual cost of maintenance in 1921-22 was: — 

(/) Rs. 93,048-9-1 in the cum* of the Dacca Training College. 

(2) Rs. 64,000-7-5 in the case of the Duvid Hare Training College. 

(b) (1) All Government servants in the Education Department 
deputed to the Training Colleges aie granted an allowance equivalent 
to full salary. ’ 

(2) Aided school teachers are granted an allowance representing 
three-fourths of their pay by the Department (subject to the maximum 
of Rs. 50 per mensem) the remaining quarter of the pnv being puid by 
the school authorities concerned. 

(3) A stipend of Rs. 20 per mensem is granted to a limited numbeu 
of outside students. 

(cj No. There is no portion of the present premises (No. 45, Benia- 
tola Lane) that is not being used by the David Hare Training College 
and its attached hostel. The college occupies the ground and first floors 
and the hostel the second. 


Rules for the preparation of paper books in appeals. 

351. 8HAH 8YE0 EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge nf the Judicial Department be pleased to state in what 
respects the rules for the preparation of paper Inioks in appeals have 
been modified by the High Court out of deference to the protests made 
by the Vakils’ Association and other public bodies? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the H off We 
Sir Abd-ur*Rahim): A statement is laid on the Library table.. 


37a . 
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Panchayati union primary t a h o aia. 

382. SHAH 9YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the amount paid to the districts of Pabna and Bogra and other district 
of Bengal , during the year 1921-22 and also during the current yeai 
1922-23 for the maintenance of the panchayati union primary schools} 

(b) On what basis or principle has this distribution been made to 
the schools of each of these districts? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister also be pleased to state the names 
of the districts in which there are panchayati union schools for boyt 
and girls and the number of such schools in each of these districts? 

Tha Hofl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement showing the 
amount paid during the year 1921-22 is laid on the table. The figures 
for 1922-23 are not yet available. 

(b) Grants are made at the rate of Rs. 10 per mensem for boys’ 
schools except in Bakarganj, Tippera, and Noakhali where the rate is 
Rs. 11 f>er mensem. For girls’ schools the rate is Rs. 16 per mensem. 

( c ) The labour involved in the collection of the information is 
al^^ether disproportionate to its value, and Government are not prepared 
to undertake it. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of 
unstarred question No. 352. 


Diitrict. 

Grant for •ebook 
built tine. Itlft- 
!•!•• (DUtri ba- 
ted Id lni-im) 


Rs. 

24-Pftrganas 

... 1,960 

Nadia 

... 2,314 

Murshidabad 

984 

.lessor e 

... 1,114 

Khulna 

... 1,784 

Burdwan 

765 

Birbhum 

... 1,320 

Bankura 

... 1,104 

Midnapore 

752 

Hooghly 

240 

Howrah 

984 

Dacca 

... 1,712 
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DbtHot. 

Orimt tor telMnJa 
butt l «ae» 
till. (Otalribtt* 
t«i in uiu:ni). 


Re. 

Mymensingh 

... 1,224 

Faridpur 

... 1,600 

Bakargauj 

720 

Rajshahi 

744 

Dinajpur 

312 

Jalpaiguri 

804 

Rangpur 

... 1,920 

Bogra • 

1,170 

Pabna 

072 

Malda 

704 

Tipper ah 

. 2,100 

Noakhali 

984 

Chittagong 

... 1,411 


Ti.lttl ... 2!*, 424 


Special dais prisoners in Dacca Jail. 

353. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will (lie IWW 
Mf*mb**r in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lx* pleu 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that formerly the number of political 
* prisoners in the Dacca jail was 200 and at present there 
are only 30 political prisoners there; 

(it) whether it is a fact that Maulvi Shams-ul ITuda, Secretary to 
the Dacca Town Khilaful Committee, and Maulvi Sadat 
Hossain of Anjuman Islamia, were subjected to cruel treat- 
ment, and had to undergo various degrading punishments; 

(t it) whether it is a fact that before the arrival of political prisoner* 
referred to in (it) above, the political prisoners in the Dacca 
jail had not to stand in file or to show their hands ; 

(tv) whether it is a fact that they were handcuffed at night on their 
refusal to stand in a line with the ordinary prisoners and 
they could not say their prayers properly ; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that their health has been impaired owing 
* to their frequent confinement in the cells ? • 
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' MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon f hle Mr. H. L. 8teph6nson): ( i ) The figures given in the ques- 
tion are approximately correct. 

(u) No. On admission they refused to be classified as special class 
prisoners and were therefore not entitled to any privileges. 

(Hi) Political prisoners classified as “ social ” class prisoners have 
always l>een exempted from standing in file or holding their hands up. 
Prisoners not so classified are not entitled to this privilege. 

(tv) Night handcuffs were ini]x>sed for breaches of jail rules. 
They complained that they could not say their prayers properly and it 
was pointed Out to them that the remedy lay in their own hands — viz., 
to obey jail rules and regulations — that if they wanted certain privileges 
they should apply to be classified as special class. They finally con- 
sented to apply for such classification and after they had done so, they 
have l>een granted the privileges of special class prisoners, pending 
Government sanction to their classification. 

(v) No; their health has improved since their admission to jail. 


Admission to Bengal Engineering College. 

%54. Rm LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: («) Will the 
Hon ’hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the number of students who aie annually admitted into 
the Bengal Engineering College at Sihpur? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number to meet the growing need of the province Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (ci) Formerly the number of 
admissions was fixed as below : — 

a 

(i) Civil Engineering course — 20. 

(ii) Upper Subordinate course; (m) Mechanical and Electrical 

Engineering course; and (ir) Mining course — 85. 

After the abolition of the Upper Subordinate course the number of 
admissions to the Civil Engineering course was increased to 40. But 
no increasedias been made in the number of admissions to the Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering and Mining courses beyond the standards 
of previous jrears. The number of admissions to the two last-named 
courses during the last three years were — 


Y«*r* 

MKhiatetl »nd 
Xfeotrtcal. 

Klolftff. 

Tout. 

1920 

37 

27 

64 

1921 

42 

28 

70 

1922 

45 

20 

- 65 
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( b ) The total number of admissions to the institution is limited by 
barrack accommodation, and an increase in admissions will involve 
increase in staff and facilities for practical training which financial con- 
siderations do not now j>ermit. If and when financial conditions 
improve Government propose to consider the question. 


Sale of quinine through post offices, 

355. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Loral Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the 
hist three years and for the Sadar and Sirajganj Milslm*ions, respec- 
tively, of the district of Palma — 

(i) what was the nuinlier of quinine tuls*s supplied to each |X>st 
office ; 

(n) what was the total sale of quinine by each jn»st office; 

(in) what is the* mortality from malarial fe\er; and 
(ir) what prices of quinine were realized Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) am ]•(«») 

Government are of opinion that the labour involved in compiling these 
statistics would not be justified by their value. 

(in) Figures of mortality from malarial fe\er in subdivisions are 
not available. For statistics iegarding mortality from malaria in 
districts and towns in the' year 1921, the memlier is referred to Form VIA 
of the latest Sanitation UejKirt. 

(iv) The information is not available without an excessive cxjHvndi- 
ture of time and labour. 


Municipal Account Rule*— Cheque*, 

356. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government been drawn to account note No. 49 for the municipal* 
ity framed by the Government as contained in notification No. 6427-M., 
dated the 13th December, 1897 ? 

(b) If so, did the Government take into consideration the practi- 
cability of tbe Chairman, Vice-Chairman or Secretary of a municipality 
cashing a cheque himself and forwarding the same in half notes and 
stamps in ^registered covers or by money orders to the payee? 
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, (c) Are the Government considering the desirability otf ^uatajbly 
amending the rule to make it more workable ? 

The Hoifble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) to (c) The 

member is referred to new rule 231 of the Model Municipal Account 
rules (copy laid on the Library table) which were issued with Govern- 
ment circular No. 33-M., dated the 22nd December, 1917, and which 
replaced the old Municipal Account Rules published under notification 
No. 6472-M., dated the 13th December, 1897. The Model Account 
Rules have been adopted by practically all the municipalities in Bengal. 

Non-official Members’ Bills. 

The Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: I am neither a landlord nor a tenant, I may 
therefore hope to be able to take an unbiassed view of the conflicting 
interests of landlords and tenants. But I am here not to represent my 
own views but those of a distinct constituency — a constituency which 
has been organized so as to register its opinion on public matters. My 
instructions are to insist upon any measure which will effectively protect 
the tenant, especially the tenant who has to subsist upon a moderate 
incttae. 

I suppose ever since civilization produced the landlord and bis tenant, 
there lias been a feeling that the rich are preying upon the jK>or. There 
is nothing new in this, for in all phases of life the stronger preys on the 
weaker, and “ great fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite 
'em,” And what with landlords and tenants and subtenants there is 
to-day mutual dissatisfaction and recrimination. In many of the 
speeches that have been delivered on the main issues, what has most 
impressed me is the fresh evidence of how difficult it is for anybody to 
give a strictly true account of any matter. The champion of the land- 
lord and the champion of the tenant have both indulged in such extra- 
vagances of language, that each has painted the other in a deeper hue 
of crimson than is warranted. If anything*, the landlords have, it seems 
to me, protested too much; and the man who protests violently exposes 
himself to the suspicion that he is not altogether free from guilt. Their 
great anxiety that the Calcutta Rent Act should be done away with, 
and their opposition to the proposal that it should be amended — whether 
as in Mr. Campbell Forrester’s. Bill or otherwise, indicate clearly that 
they would like to have a free hand in fixing the rental of their pro- 
perties. .My contention is that properly viewed the Calcutta Rent Act 
has been beneficial to both landlord and tenant, but not sufficiently wide 
in its scope to oorae to the rescue of the poorer class of citiiens. It 
has sinned against both the landlord and the subtenant by not legisla- 
ting against the new pest that it has brought into existence— I meantbe 
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middleman. The results have been that landlords have been irritated # 
by the spectacle of a class of men making large profits out of the pro* 
perty of others, and that tenants have had to pay to middlemen those 
excessive Tents which the Act professed to make impossible. My com- 
plaint is not so much against the landlord as against the middleman* 
For the dwelling houses of former years (and they are the great majority 
of houses in Calcutta) were designed for occupation by a single family. 
They made no provision for the herding together of four or five families. 
But owing to the stress caused by insufficient housing and by abnor- 
mally high rents, these houses have been converted by middlemen into 
human warrens. The result is that, in the case of the European and 
Anglo-Indian population, which has fewer social restrictions than Indian 
society, houses are so over-crowded that people are living under most in- 
sanitary conditions. Instances are known to me in which rooms have l>een 
partitioned and ^partitioned by gunny screens, and men, women, and 
children are huddled together under conditions where the most elemen- 
tary sanitation is impassible. And to obtain even such disreputable 
shelter, most tenants are prying — I sjieak of the [Hxm*r, section of my 
own community — never less than 30 to GO per cent, of their wages. 
What is the inevitable result? An aggravation of poverty: a sinking 
deeper and deeper into debt: a reaction on public morals: a neglect of 
the education of children : insufficient care of the sick : aye, even inability 
to pay for the burial of the dead. I am not drawing on my imaginf- 
tion. My position among the people on whose behalf I speak, brings 
me into daily oontact with their difficulties and sufferings. I have 
stated the bare truth. If under the Calcutta Rent Act the rich have 
suffered, I say the poor have suffered more. The Act has not come to 
their aid, and herein is an indication of where the Act needs amend- 
ment. I quite agree that More action is taken a full enquiry should 
be made into actual conditions. 1 also agree that a oommitee appointed 
by Government will lie in a better prsition than any other committee to 
make investigation. But if there is any danger of an undue delay in 
bringing the examination, I would favour support being given to 
My. Campbell Forrester’s Bill. But whatever action is taken, let us 
have laws that are fair to all. The landlords of Calcutta are dissatis- 
fied with the tenants. The tenants of Calcutta are dissatisfied with the 
landlords, and I think both are dissatisfied with the Calcutta Kent Act 
as it now stands. As between landlord and tenant it is an old story, 
only now it lias reached its climax. That is all that there is new about 
it. I assume that Government and this Council are agreed upon one 
point, vis., that the Rent Act calls for amendment. The urgent matter 
is that it be amended. Whether Mr. Campbell Forrester or the Ministry 
for Local Self-Government sets the machinery in motion is a matter of 
secondary importance. Only let us get the thing done quickly, and if 
it cannot be done quickly let the present Act be provisionally extended 
for a further sufficient period. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Since yester- 
day we have been treated to martial music. With the clash of interests, 
such music becomes at times very handy. We have heard 
Mr. Campbell Forrester with the flourish of his tomahawk and Raja 
Reghee Case Law with the bringing out of his “ brand of Excalibur ” 
from its scabbard. It strikes us, tiiat articulate Calcutta has divided 
itself into two hostile camps — the landlords and the tenants. But Sir, 
we who are outsiders, are in love with neither of these people. We find 
it extremely difficult to get a house in Calcutta at a moderate rent. When 
I pass through the streets of Calcutta I find that there are big palatial 
houses which are lying entirely vacant, with no tenant; but we, poor 
people, who want to engage a house at, say, Its. 60, Its. 80 or Rs. 100 
per month, cannot get a house! The jn>orer classes have no huts, no 
chawls, to live in; so the real problem, as has l>een pointed out by Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri and endorsed by the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of Education, is a problem of house accommodation — a housing-pro- 
blem; and it is necessary that the Government and the Calcutta Cor]K>ra- 
tion, should address themselves to this problem. We require the 
development of the suburban arcus, we want the construction of huts, 
chawls and sanitary dwellings to house the labouring classes, and 1 do 
not think the Rent Act helps us in any way in solving this great pro- 
blem. Sooner or later, considering the fact that Calcutta is the second 
city in the Empire, the housing problem shall have to 1 m* tackled. The 
Improvement Trust, has now launched ui>on its career of destruction, 
but the time is not far off when it should pay attention to the construc- 
tion of habitations, for the poor labouring classes. My friend, Mr. 
Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, who speaks on l**half of the labour- 
ing classes is very indignant towards the landlords and had a fling at 
“ capitalism ” in his sj>ee<'h yesterday, though he did not put it in so 
many w’ords. He exclaimed that the landlords were practically fatten- 
ing on their “ unearned increments/* but, Sir, we have not yet reached 
that stage of Socialism in fhis country when we could do ‘without 
«« capital/* and 1 do not know how the suburban areas can be developed 
without capital. Only the other day I was passing through Dhakuria. 
It is a splendid place, but it is a complete marsh. I wonder why this 
area has not been developed since it is so close to Calcutta? It is a 
standing shame to the rich people of Calcutta as well as to the Calcutta 
Corporation that they have never dr Amt of doing so. There are marshy, 
water-logged places everywhere, and one can hardly sleep at night on 
account of ..the mosquitoes. 

The question of house accommodation and rent is really a serious 
problem, as appears from the agitation that has been going on in con- 
nection with it. There were meetings held here and meetings held 
there. But w’hy were these ]>eople sleeping so long? Why did not 
they invite the attention of Government to this serious question and 
ask them to solve it in the best way possible P 
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It has been suggested by certain speakers that a commit tee--~a * 
thoroughly representative committee — an independent oommitee — * 
should be appointed to go into the question. Iu that respect 1, unlike 
my friend Bahu Nitva Dhon Mukherjee, who. living on the otherside 
of the Hooghly, poses as an independent man, as a moffusilite, am 
really an independent man. In the mufassal, there is no housing pro- 
blem and no question of rent. There is hardly a tenant there who is 
capable of paying Its. 100 per month for a rented house; so if a com- 
mittee be appointed to consider the whole question and suggest a solu- 
tion, I think Government may be willing to legislate in the matter. 
But with regard to legislation, I must say that 1 urn very much afraid 
of it. The more legislation, the more litigation and more trouble. Of 
course the more the litigation, the merrier for the legal profession-— a 
profession to which I have the honour to l>elong. Nevertheless, 1 know 
that the existing Rent Act has embittered the feelings lietweeii the land- 
lord and the tenant to a certain extent in ('alcutta. I have j**rsonal 
experience of it. 1 have a relution of mine who lives here in'Ualcutta 
and who is a tenant. He is now conducting a case in the highest court 
in this land, with regard to the standardization of rent. So, Sir, l 
am not much in favour of legislation of this ]Kirticulur kind, but I wel- 
come legislation for the purjKme of developing new areas, to have new 
houses and to afford facilities, for the construction of buildings ; hut 
legislation of a different description should he treated with caution. 
Under these. circumstances, I think the lx»st solution of the problem 
will 1 m* the appointment of a thoroughly representative committee to go 
into the whole question so far as (’alcutta v uml its suburbs an* concerned, 
and then, if the committee suggests legislation, Government should 
take it up; and 1 am of opinion that Mr. Campbell Forrester will 1 m* well 
advised to withdraw his present Bill. I am not in favour of a private 
memlier’s Bill on such a momentous question. 

Mr.*HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : It has been usual 
in the course of this debate to preface one’s remarks by a public avowal 
of private disinterestedness and to leave us to wonder somewhat cyni- 
cally as to why this disinterestedness has in most cases leaned in favour 
of the landlords. I, too, preface my remarks by saying that I am not 
a landlord nor a tenant, and 1 am not afraid to begin by saying that I 
am interested on behalf of the tenants; and let the Council, if it desires, 
somewhat cynically conjecture as to why it is so. I regret very much 
‘the equivocal attitude adopted by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
inasmuch as it professes its inability to make up its inind os to which 
course it should adopt between conflicting interests. I feel sure that 
the lack of knowledge that Messrs. Langford James and Villiers attempt 
to display can be easily remedied, if they were desirous of looking 
about them, and not purposely preferred to remain in ignorance so as 
to gjpe thenwan excuse for suggesting an indecent compromise. 4 Hear, 
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♦hear.) We are not blind indeed to the power of the landlords and the 
need that Government feel© for their support in its reactionary measures ; 
and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce feels that its too whole-hearted 
support of the cause of the tenants, its too ready advocacy in the caase 
of mercy and justice, may alienate the sympathies of a pliable though 
influential section of the public. That the Chamber is content to 
be a dupe of the Government is not to be doubted, but I fear that 
it does not wish to realize that it is making jtself the dupe of the land- 
lords as well. (Hear, hear.) Under the guise of reasonableness and 
vacillation, of pretended ignorance and pretended justice, it has thrown 
a straw of hope that, to judge by the acclamation of the landlords here, 
they are only too eager to grasp. And Perhaps the Government, too, 
hitherto in favour of the Rent Act may find it convenient to accept the 
proposition and bind the landlords to itself by closer ties of self-interest. 
And here again 1 regret and protest against the silence of the Govern- 
ment in this respect. It would have shortened our labours consider- 
ably and saved the time of the Council if Government had given expres- 
sion to its views earlier in the debate if its intention is to adopt a 
middle course. And, then, if the debate had still proceeded and the 
members could not see their way to accept the proposals of the Govern- 
ment nobody would have grudged the Government a further hearing. 
To spring on us u surprise at the end is hardly fair to the Council and 
the members. (Hear, hear.) 

Once again, I join issue with Mr. Langford James. It sounds 
plausible to say that u it should not be left to a private member to intro- 
duce a Bill of such paramount importance.’* 1 see no reason why 
private members should only bring in unimportant Bills, why tenants 
should not guard their interests if the Government is so apathetic as 
not to do so for them. (Hear, hear.) If the Bill is referred to the 
Select Committee, it will always Ik? open to the Committee to report for 
its rejection or to modify it yi such a manner as may be more in conso- 
nance with justice and exj>erience, and all the difficulties of the Chamber 
of Commerce would have been solved. Such arguments have always 
been advanced in favour of other controversial Bills hitherto introduced; 
but what has happened to the staid and stable champions of Govern- 
ment Bills that this argument is not put forward in defence of a Rent 
Bill ? There will be plenty of time to consider and to take evidence and 
collect facts and figures even after reference to a Select Committee, but 
no — not for this shall the same arguments pretail. 

I wonder indeed what the Chamber would do if their suggestion is not 
accepted. Steeped in ignorance, I suppose they will refrain from 
voting. 

One can indeed appreciate the righteous indignation of Raja Reahae 
Case Law, who, is, indeed as we all know, one of the best landlords in 
Calcutta: and no doubt he speaks as if the rest of his class were Mpally, 
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aympattotoo toward# their tenants. But alas! he stands only too weU 
in a minority. 

I would point out to him, in passing, that while we notice the number 
of houses and flats to let in the advertisements, we, or rather he, cannot 
see how many tenants there are looking for rooms, and how many of 
these buildings are snapped up never to reappear on the “ To let M list. 

To come to Babu Amulya l)hone Addy, we do not take him serious- 
ly. If we did, the landlords would not have n leg to stand on. Appa- 
rently he has not read the provisions of the Bill when ho says that 
Mr. Campbell Forrester has no intention of doing away with the profi- 
teering of the tenants. He informs us that as soon as the embargo on 
the export of rice w r as raised, and the control on coal was removed, the 
price of rice and the price of coal went down, forgetting that the 
removal of the embargo was neither responsible for the humjier crops 
in India or in Burma or for the increase in the cultivated area brought 
about by the non-co-ojieration movement , nor is the removal of the 
coal control solely responsible for the waggon supply that Government 
had lieen able to afford to coal-owners at the present moment. He 
informs us deliberately that a few weeks after the rent control is 
removed, buildings will In* erected and rents will come down. I wish 
the landlords, who hope for any success, will refrain from having a 
champion w f ho little realizes what he speaks on the subject. 

From I)r. Pramathanath Bunerjea we expected nothing else hut 
an enunciation of an economic law which the most ignorant in this 
House are aware of, namely, that it is the law of supply and demand 
that governs ail transactions, forgetting that in many case it is neces- 
sary to restrain it by a moral force. Of course, we did not exjK'ct him 
to say that the economic law was not necessarily a moral law; and he 
has not said it; but the time has come when we realize that when one 
party h* strong and the other weak, efforts must be made on the port 
of the Government to restrain the stronger jNirly from wreaking its 
vengeance upou the w’eaker. Hut 1 am sorry that, he has adopted a 
note which no other member has adopted, namely, that the Bill of 
Mr. Campbell Forrester has been introduced for the purjKNo of further- 
ing the interests of Mr. Campbell Forrester’s community. I wdsh Dr. 
Pramathaimth Banerjea had not raised the question of Europeans, 
or the question of racial distinction in this case. We are tenants, all 
bf us, Muhammadans, Europeans and Hindus alike, and this Rent Act 
affects us all. It may just be that the Anglo-Indian or European 
community may benefit by it more than others, but this too is a pro- 
position I very much doubt. I consider that the Muhammadan section 
will profit a great deal more because they, most of them, are landlord*' 
tenants. I regret that he has raised this question and brought it to 
the fore, • 
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Rai Fanindralal Be Bahadur obviously imagines that there are only 
two sections of the community, the rich and the poor. He forgets that 
the Rent Act will, to a large extent, relieve the miseries of the middle 
class who have to maintain a certain standard of living, and the Rent 
Act will certainly alleviate their distress to a very large extent. I 
realize that this Act, as the Act of 1920, does not affect huts. I wish it 
did, because it would benefit the poorer section of the population, parti- 
cularly the Muhammadan. I hope a champion will be found who will* 
having regard to the demolition tendencies of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust, come forward to support the case of those who dwell in 
huts. But there is one point which I would like to bring to his notice. 
He has asked why it is that the sugar merchants and the jute merchants 
and the tea merchants, who have been drawing, as some other member 
remarked, somewhat enthusiastically, Rs. 1,000 per cent, or Rs. 2,000 
per cent, as dividends, have been left aside, while the landlords have been 
singled out for a protective measure of this kind. Most of those who 
drew those large dividends, if there were any such, have disappeared. 
The Rai Bahadur must l>e aware, as all of us are, that owing to trade 
depression and fluctuations in exchange, there has been such a crisis 
in the country that the richer population who made their money during 
the war have disappeared and many of them have become insolvent. 
I should like to ask the Rai Bahadur and the landlords in general, how 
many landlords have become insolvent because of the Rent Act ; and 
whether the interests of any have lieon permanently affected owing to 
this Act being in force for the last three years. It is well to realize at 
times that land is a safe investment in normal times. 

Next we heard a very glowing speech from Mr. Kurendra Nath 
MaJlik who is now basking in the sunshine of officialdom and in sym- 
pathy with influence and power. He spike and acted as befitted an 
acting Chairman of the Corporation of Calcutta, and after he had 
enthused about his new-found love, he turned verily like unto a Daniel 
come to judgment, and spike in the same breath of the “ poor land- 
lords M — poor landlords, mark the adjective — ground down by the 
iniquities of the Rent Act, not being at the same time unmindful of the 
existence of the poor tenants, which he could not help. For one moment 
I felt his vigour coming hack to him as in the old days when he spoke 
on behalf of the poor people of this country, but I was sadly disappointed 
when at the end he said he could find no room for the tenants and their 
miseries in his heart. Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik spoke of the unholy 
alliance between landlords and tenants — [A voice: Nof Mr. but Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik] — Babu Surendru Nnth Mallik that was and 
Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik that is since he became the acting Chairman 
of the Calcutta Oorpirntion, sp>ke to us about the unholy allianoe 
between landlords and their tenants. I wish that this unholy alliance, 
if it Exists at all existed in a large measure. It would* then become 
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holy indeed. Unfortunately! it is because an alliance does not exist • 
between the landlord and the tenants that nil this trouble has come 
about. Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik forgets that the Kent Act bus nothing 
to do whatsoever with this unholy alliance which interferes with the 
assessment and deprives the Corporation of its just dues. Secondly, he 
has spoken of the cessation of building activities. The figures that he 
gave pointed just to the reverse, as he himself said that in 1921-22 there 
were 485 applications for sanction as against 885 in 1920-21. He then 
pointed su|>erbly to the ignorance of his friends who were not aware of 
the precise area 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’W© Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): You have 
reached your time limit. 

Mr* CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May tin 4 hon’blo member bo 
allowed to speak for five minutes more? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know how much longer he is likely to bo. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I shall not take more 
than five minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, you may proceed. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY : — who were not aware 
of the precise area of vacant land in Calcutta. His friends can see 
that these plots are there, and his friends have got imagination and 
intelligence ami reason to know' that the lack of funds at present, is the 
determining factor in Calcutta and not the ojeration of the Rent Act. 
He threatens us that if the Rent Act is repealed, the rates will be 
raised from 19$ }»er cent, to even 21 ]x*r cent. We are not afraid ol* 
that; we can risk it. for the repeal of the Act will lead to an increase 
of 3()0 per cent, of our rents. There are 2,201 vacant houses at least 
in Calcutta. Mr. Nasim A 1 i has suggested one reason, namely, that a 
number of them are new houses and are unable to find tenants on account 
of the high rents demanded. Kai Jogendra Chunder (those Hahadur, 
although he appealed on behalf of the landlords, has given ns another 
reason why the landlords are nervous of letting out these buildings at 
the present moment, and that is because they do not know what will 
be the fate of the Rent Act, and this, I submit, is a very true reasroi 
and not that there is any falling off in the demand. I make no ap}teal 
to anyone here whose self-interest is concerned, but I do appeal to the 
landlords to give vent to that inner small voice, the voice of conscience 
which, I hope, has not been deadened since they entered this Council 
by tb© vote© <Jf their tenants. 
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The Hon*ble;Pb& Minister for Education baa suggested 'ihif many 
of the landlords think that if they can invest in war bonds at six per 
cent., why should they invest in building operations? 

The Hon’bto Mr. P. C. MITTERs May I rise to a point of explana- 
tion, Sir? I never said that. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If the Hon’ble 

Minister did not say it someone else did; at any rate this argument is 
put forward by the landlords that thev are not building new bouses 
because they find a safer investment by buying war bonds. Apart from 
the question that the Rent Act does not apply to new buildings, one 
thing which they are aw r are of and conceal is that while there is little 
likelihood of war bonds appreciating, land values in Calcutta are bound 
to increase. [A voice: Question.] They are bound to increase with 
the development of Calcutta as land values in London have increased 
from what they we r e some time ago; it must lx* so unless Calcutta 
deteriorates from the second city in the Empire to the last city in the 
Empire. 

I understand some members consider tlmt the principle underlying 
enhancement ofl rents is wrong. All that I can say is that if they 
support this Bill and allow it to be referred to the Select Committee, 
there will Is* plenty of time in the Select Committee to consider whether 
the principle of enhancement is wrong, and all just pro|xisnls will surely 
find acceptance. What I am asking the House to do is, unless Govern- 
ment at the end surprise's with a statement which mav appear to be 
very reasonable as coming from Government, to let this matter be 
referred to the Select Committee where there will lx» plenty of time 
to discuss all controversial matters. I therefore request the House 
to support the motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

* *i 

Baku INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA : From the sarcastic heights from 
which Mr. Huscyn Shaheed Suhrawnrdv has deigned to criticise some 
members of this Council, I now come down to the ordinary question 
before the House, 

in view of the tremendous interests that this measure has aroused 
in this city, it is a great pity that its importance was not fully realised 
by the Government and that it was left for a private member to bring 
forward a* liill — which, in spite of his ardent enthusiasm, has many a 
serious drawback, and which has naturally upset the landlords of Calcutta. 
The whole matter really resolves itself into these two questions — firstly, 
whether the supply of houses in Calcutta is utterly inadequate to meet 
the demand, ami secondly, whether the present Rent Act has really 
paralysed building activities in this city. Now, as regards the first 
question, both the su pporters and opposers seem to agree t£at the supply 
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is inadequate. Mr. Cumpbell Forrester, who has introduced the Bill,* 
and whose present sympathy with the poor tenant refreshing in 
contrast with his supjnirt of the taxation Bills last year, and my friend 
I>r. Banerjea who opjxwed the Bill — both are agreed on this point — 
that there are not sutlicient houses. Now, comes the question — is the 
insufficiency of the houses such as to leave the poorer tenants absolutely 
at the mercy of the landlords!" I say, j>oorer tenants advisedly, because 
I think that the richer section of the community, be they tenants or 
sub-tenants, have no right to seek Government protection in this matter. 

I believe that the law of supply and demand should general!) I*' left to 
move along its unerring path, but when the necessities of life are con- 
cerned, there is a |x>int in the life of a community, when this law cannot 
Ik* jicrmitted to work out its fateful effect. We have s<mmi how in the 
rase of rice and wheat Government had to interfere with free export. 
So, also, with house accommodation, which is now limited m Calcutta, 
us long as the suburbs are not opened out and transport facilities are 
not increased, when the jioorer people are really so ground down that 
they cannot find a loof over their heads, except for a ruinous rent, the 
matter calls for some of tnterfervnce. Thas interfervnee, 1 lntwi- 

ever, cannot be unlimited - it may be on the lines of the English Act, 
it mav lie confined to houses whose rental is not almve, say, Us. 200 or 
Us. 150 a month. 

Whether the position in Calcutta has up till now continued at this 
ci i t ual stage, is a matter on which tliere seems to lx 4 a great divergence 
of opinion I must confess that yesterdays debate has not heljied us 
much in getting at tin* real truth Some landlords ha\e shown their 
paternal solicitude foi tin 1 tenants, they have taken exacting care to 
take the tenants under their gentle protection in their sheltering 
bosom. There are others again who have aspired to get stu b profits out 
of their house* , as might l>e \ added bv t hi* great grinding mills on 
the batiks of tin* TTooghlv. utterly forgetting that house accommoda- 
tion is not a conimodiH like other merchandise which can lx* safely 
replaced b\ cheajier substitutes There are again jieople, whose jK>lemics 
on behalf of the silent masses, used to fill this House with rever- 
berations not long ago, but who stand up today and oppose, ostensibly, 
in the interests of the poor rate-pn\ers, a Bill, which, however |*irtiallv, 
socks to relieve the unfortunate poor When tliere is surh divergence 
of opinion, it is absolutely necessary that a committee of expeiU should 
•be appointed to go into the whole question of rents in Calcutta and 
pending any action taken on the report of the committee, the present 
Bent Act should be extended for n temporary fieriod. 

To come now to my second question, viz . whether the present Rent- 
Act has reallv paralysed building activities — here ajso we are faeed 
with stronglv divergent views. Babu fsurendra Nath Mallik, with all 
the responsibility of the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, nay* 

fcft * 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


[9th Feb. 


M2 

that it lias; whereas Rui Bahadur Jogendra Chunder Ghose, speaking 
from the same side of the House, says: “ at the rate, at which build- 
ings are being built in Calcutta and the suburbs, the supply will soon 
he gi cater than the demand and rents will go down to an extent as 
will satisfy even Mr. Cumpbell Forrester.” I do not understand this 
statement because the Rent Act does not affect new r houses. In view 
of this dive! genre of opinion, it is absolutely necessary that some sort 
of inquiry must Ik? made into the question of house accommodation, 
extension of subuibs, transpoit facilities and rates of rent, and I hoj>e 
the llon’ble the Miuistei will In* pleased to give us an assurance that 
the present Kent Act would l>e extended for a short period, so that 
during the time the whole matter of the rate of rent, extension of 
suburbs and tiansjHirt facilities is gone into by this Committee, the 
I more r section may not be made to suffer. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: At the outset 
1 think it my duty to eongiatulate t ho House, if I mav , on the high 
level of debate maintained in the discussions of vesterduy. Sii, this 
controversy has excited a great deal of feeling; passions ha\e been stned, 
recriminations have l>een indulged in. mass meetings have been held, but 
all this has taken place outside this House*. Within the Legislative 
ChnnilsM, despite some notable lapses, of which we have had a lcecnt 
illustration a few minutes ago, theie has been displaced a sercmlv of 
trmjKT, a sobriety of judgment and a measure of freedom from exeite- 
menf, which, 1 think, would do < red it toan\ legislative assembly m India 
or elsewhere. The other da \ 1 was reading a eiitieism ot the |m oceedmgs 
of mu Legislative Councils in an American jieriodical written b\ an 
Ameiiean visitoi who was piesent in this gallery at one of out meetings 
Mv friend, Mr. Campbell Forrestei, was good enough to place this 
periodical at my disposal. I am sure if the American visitoi wore 
present vesterday, lit' would Jhave had leasons to nmditv his views and 
perhaps to change his angle of vision. 

I have lefernsl to a notable lapse with regard to the tenor and the 
temper of the debate that has taken phfee. My fiiend. Mi. Hnseyn 
Sbabeed Subravvaidv, has attacked everybody be could think of, not 
excepting my Ilotdhle frieml to mv left. u|»on whom he fathered state- 
ments which he never made. He is dissatisfied with the Government — 
that he alwa\s is — he is dissatisfied with the Government, and why? 
Because the Government did not give him the opportunity of making an, 
attack ujmui it If 1 had sjrokon eailior. and if my frieml hud followed 
me. 1 suppose he would have said a lot of things against me; he missed 
that opjK»rt unity and he is disapjHunted. and this TTou^e is always patient 
with a disappointed man. However, there is one consolation. My 
friend will have ample opitort unities on other occasions of throwing his 
darts at the Government, and I hope he will gratify to the full his 
wishes in that respect. I have no complaint to make of Ifis attacks on 
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tiio Government ; tho Government is broad-shouldered enough for# 
receiving onslaughts of that kind, because Govei niuent rejoices and finds 
strength in the consciousness ot right and justice. 

1 think 1 exjuess the scum* ot this House alien l su\ that whutevei 
may be our views with legal d to Mr. < 'am pin'll Fonestei’s ]i ill , we all 
lecogni/e that he has done a distinct public sen ice by intioducing this 
Bill; ho lias called attention to this important subject. It must not ioi 
a moment l>e imagined, as ni\ friend, Mr. Suhiawardy, Indievcs, that the 
Government has been sleeping ovei this mattei ; mi the contrary, this 
question, being one of great ditticuliv and peiplexitv, we have been 
considenng it evei -dine ()< tober last I am not pci nutted to untold 
the secrets of my pitson house, and therefore, 1 am not allowed to t a k<* 
Mi. Suhiavvanlv into m\ confidence. We have not been apathetic; we 
have l>eeij doing om best , it n }M>*-sil>le we might have done a gieat deal 
more; we may have (oinnntted mistakes, but n there any human institu- 
tion oi human being who has nevei committed mistakes}' (ioveinineiif 
has tiied to do the light, but sometimes it (hies that which is not right 
That is the position. 

It is quite clear fiom the fiend of the debate that has taken plat e 
that thele I- a < oiisiderable (leavage ot opinion with legaid this 

mattei Then* aie t hos«* vv ho suppoi t Mi (’ampbell Foiiestei outiight 
inv friend. Mi Suhiawaldv, i** one ot them, thele ale again others who 
op[x>se him out i ighf Tlnui. again, there ale some like Balm Indu 

Bhlisli.iii Hat ta w ho take a middle < om se and suggest counsels of modera- 
tion. I hat being the situation, (ioveinment feels that it must inlei- 
\eiie and give a lead to the House f » < »\ ei nineiit will not shiik its 

icspon-ihilit v , and (ioveinment in the diseharge of that i esponsibihl y 
invited the opinions ot Io< al bodies and id icpi esentat jv c men. But, Sn . 
lam soli \ to s,i\ the opinions an* eveiilv balam ed , t hcv give us no ( leal 
mdnation. we have to man h forward oi hat k ward or remain st.ilnmarv 
without the (leal guidance rd public opinion. Now, passing In the 
more stable giound of f.u ts, we find nui selves confronted with the same 
nnfoi tunate situation. The fa< N that have lreen gatheied are meagie and 
ineonelusive and afford no just ifieal ion foi the continuum c of the Rent 
Act, except for a vciv limited jienod. w e have had a divergence of 
facts, a conflict of opinions in this Council Chamber; here is mv friend, 
Babu Suiendra Nath Mallik, who came foiwanl with a record of vacant 
houses; if that means anything, it means that the supply of house 
accommodation is neaily equal to the demand. On tin* otliei hand, we 
liave had an elaborate anav of figuies given us by Mr Campbell 
Forrester — he has taken infinite trouble* in this connection- to show 
that the extravagant demands of the landlords continue and that (hcv 
impose exacting ients. This was in tin* year 1921-22. Tf flint means 
anything, it means that the Rent A< t has ]>e<*n infiuetuouH. That being 
the situation Government have dec ided to discontinue all lent 
control with affect from the 1st April, 1924 In other wor^ls tho 

38a * 
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present system of rent control will remain in force till the expiry of 
the next cold weather. The present Act expires in May next. A short 
Bill will he introduced and will he passed, if the Council so pleases, 
extending the life of the present Act. We extend the time in order to 
avoid any inconvenience, hardship, or loss that may arise from a sudden 
stoppage of the existing system. It may he regarded — I am speaking to 
lawyers here — in the light of a fair notice. But, Sir, behind it there 
is the underlying hope that (apitalists relieved from their anxiety by 
the prospect of the removal of the Rent Act, will invest their money 
in building operations and thus contribute to equalize the supply and 
demand in respect of house accommodaiion. That, Sir, is the decision 
of Government which I am authorized to make. The Rent Act, there- 
fore, will cease to form part of the permanent law of the land from 
April, \<m. 

It is an extraordinary piece of legislation justified by the presence 
of extraordinary circumstances These cm unistances weie there on the 
eve of the enactment of the Rent Act in 19JL The question is, have we 
got the same state of things to-day? There is no evidence to show that 
it is so. There is indeed some evidence which indicates that m respect 
of several matters there has been an improvement in the situation, and 
there is an overwhelming hodv of evidence pointing to the fact that there 
L a distinct movement in favour of the re-establislunent of the old older 
of things and the normal condition of affairs Sir, in England they had 
a Rent Act and the British Government have decided gradually to 
withdraw it so that it may disappear in June, 19 ‘Jo In India what do 
we find? Mr Campbell Fn»»esti*r himself siw that in respect of land 
values, there has been a falling off, that the cost of building materials 
is less than what it was before. Therefore, we have this fact that in 
respect of two of the principal items associated with the construction 
of buildings, there has been a distinct improvement in t lie situation. 
Then there is this great movement in favour of the re-establishment of t lie 
normal condition of things In view of thpse considerations vvoyld Gov- 
ernment be justified in continuing the Rent Act, except beyond a very 
short period? Sir, not only from m\ }x>int of view* is there no justifica- 
tion for placing the Rent Act upon a permanent or semi-permanent 
footing, but it seems to me that it would he harmful to have it on the 
Statute Book. My friend, the Acting Chairman of the Calc utta Corpora- 
tion, told qs v ester-day that the effort of the Rent Act has been the 
loss of nearly three lakhs of rupees to the Corporation. We must 
aceept the statement Where is the money to come from? Tl means the 
imposition <>Y additional taxation. Who is to bear the burden? The 
people of Caleutta. Upon whom will the crushing weight of taxation 
fall? Upon the poorer section of the romrminitv. Therefore, looking 
at it from this point of view we must come to the conclusion that the 
continuance of the Rent Act in the interest of the poor ratepayers is 
hardly justifiable. There is another consideration. There are, as 
Babu Suren dru Nath Mallik told um, vacant lands which nnght be built 
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upon but which remain unutilized. Whatever may be the psychology, 
whatever may be the motive# which inspire landlords and capitalists, 
there is this obvious fact that when a measure of this kind hungs like 
the sword of Damocles o\er their heads, they natuiullv teel nenous in 
investing money in buildings. .Nor is this all. The continuance oi the 
Kent Act will prolong the irritating controversy between lamlloids aim 
tenants which may cause and foster class and e\en lacml stnie. Lastly, 
the Kent controversy disguises from the public \ lew the gieat issues affect- 
ing the people of Calcutta whn h ought to engage then sennits attention. 
As Sir Asutosh Chaudhun observed last night it is really a bousing prob- 
lem. Sn , it is more than that. It is a problem of sanitation. It is eyed 
mole than that. It is the problem ot easy communication, and o) the 
extension of ("alcutta. These nic the vital issues concerned and if 
these issues « an be satisfactorily settled, rents will automat u ally tall 
without the intervention of State legislation. They are blushed usidt 
now in the unhappy squabble between landlords and tenants. Speak 
mg on behalf of Government, I may say that the t iov ei nment ' is the 
( rovemment of landloids and tenants of all see lions of the community - 
Indian and European We, therefore, appeal to all to bury the hatihet, 
to unite with us in concerted action for the solution of the problems and 
the grave issues which 1 have des< nbed What is to he done tor the 
purpose of such a solution v Government intends to star t an inqimy 
aided, it need be and it thought advisable, by a committee. The ques- 
tion of the Kent Act will be excluded from the consideration of that 
fommiTtec The committee will confine its attention to the exploration 
ot tin* methods which may have a permanent e fleet upon rents m 
Calcutta M> hon'hle friend, Mr Langford James, shaking on liehulf 
oi the Chamber of Commerce, observed that to* would welcome a com- 
mittee* to go into the* whole maltei Jf we deem H advisable, sue ti a 
committee shall be* appointed toi the* purpose* not ot dealing with the* 
Ke*nt Act or Mr. Campbell Forrester's Kill tint of considering the whole 
situation and exploring the* whole position. We do not want to skim 
the surface hut we* aie* anxious to sound the decpei depths without the 
issues being in any way nhscuied by the* aitifiual exc i cw em e ot the 
Kent Act. I mav remind the* House* in this connection that a Kent 
Commiltee was uppecinted \ think it was in tin* \eai ]!lJO and they 
considered the* whole question and ve*toe*el the piopn*ul of a Kent Ac t and 
made certain reeomme*ndatioris which, I think, may eve*n now he 
considered in the* inquiry which the Government prnjioses to start They 
recommended in the first place— J want to e-all the attention ot the 
House to these recornmendat urn** m order to indicate the lines ( ,f ifj* 
inquiry which we propose to start — the c reation of a Development Hoard 
in Calcutta for the purpose of carrying out building schemes with loans 
guaranteed by the Government, the Corjroration, and the Improvement 
Trust. They further suggested the expansion of Calcutta, and recom- 
mended the improvement of suburban railway communications. These 
are some oU their recommendations and there are other proposal# which 
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might also he considered. For instance, the Calcutta Corporation is at 
the present moment considering the question whether factories may nof 
he removed to the outlying parts of the City. That would need expert 
advice. Then there is further question, viz., the removal of the Mint 
tiom where it is now, the site being available for building purposes. We 
have got two Bills which I think also will help forward the solution of 
this difficult problem — the Town Planning Bill which is nearly ready 
and I hope to he able to introduce it soon, possibly in July — and a draft 
Bill for the creation of an Improvement Trust in Howrah. That Bill is 
held up (lending the decision of the question as to how the Howrah 
Biidge is to he financed. Sir, these and other questions will come up for 
consideration and will form part of the subject-matter of the inquin 
which 1 have suggested. 1 am sure if some of the proposals to which 1 
have referred are curried out, they will leave lasting results behind. 
'1 hey will help to relieve the evils of congestion and piovide a guarantee 
against exorbitant rents by the equalization of supply and demand in 
respect of house aeeommodat ion. Here, Sir, ur have a fruitful field o, 
inquiry pregnant with the promise of future good to the people of 
Calcutta. 

I invite the members of the Legislative Council — and 1 may add 
Mr. Campbell Forrester — to associate themselves with us for the purpose 
of earning on this comprehensive inquiry. We should not deal with the 
surface of things, but go deeper down into the root causes that have 
produced the present state of uflaiis. It is a thorough and comprehensive 
inquiry that w e desire to cm bar k upon and 1 appeal to the House to help us 
in the matter; and may I appeal to Mr. Campbell Lonester in view <>1 
what I have said ,in view oi the w hole-heai ted nmpathy of the (tnvcni- 
ment to relieve the situation ma\ I appeal to him t<> withdraw his Bill 
and allow the (iovernnient to cany on an inquin in a matter that will 
promote the welfare of the city, the health and happiness of thousand" 
and hundreds of thousands ot its inhabitants? (Cheers.) 

* i- 

Mfi ill CAMPBELL FORRESTERS It was my intention to have 
replied to the \ ai ions criticisms, blit after flu* sjvech of the llon’ble the 
Minister, I feel 1 would waste the tinfc of the House by doing so. 
There are those who believe that if you w i LI only legislate to make the 
well-to-do prosperous then pros]>erit \ will leak through every class which 
rest upon Jfhoin. I have been pleading that you shall not press down 
ujxiii the brow of the poor a crown of thorns, nor should those helpless 
tenants be crucified on a cross of gold. My own desire is to have the 
tenants protected from the rapacious landlords, sulr-la milords, and stop 
the tenants who sub-let at exorbitant rents on the plea of furnished 
apartments. The matter is too grave and important to be looked at in 
a narrow or personal way. I must remember that the Legislature who 
meets some evils half sulxlues them and I would not like to jeopardize 
the tenants’ position by forcing my Bill to a division as, without the 
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Government’s support, it would be lost. In this world everything U 
Accompanied by some proportionate drawback 1 should have preferred 
my Bill to have gone through, but 1 gladly efface mystjf and on the 
principle that half a loaf is Uniter than none. 1 ooiupiomise and accept 
the terms offered. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

Mr. BIJOYPROSAD 8INCH ROY: hollowing the usual procedure 
it would have Usui ni\ duty to move lor the second leading ol the 
Bengal \ illage Self-Go\ei mnent (Amendment) Bill, l!>*22, which I had 
the honour of introducing the other day. But I am not prepaied to do 
so to-day and 1 take tins opj>oHunit\ of explaining m\ jhwiIhmi. 1 am 
told b\ Mr. Goode that Government is anxious to get the opinions not 
oul\ of the distiu t boaids but also of union ImuikIs as also the diffeieut 
laiidlioldeis’ assot latioiis of tin* proMiiee, jiai t nulai ly on mat Pm s of 
assessment, etc. Therefoic. I supjsisc 1 must wait till diffeicnt Indies 
submit their opinions. 


The Bengal Village Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bahu Indu Hhushan Dutta who uas to have moved 
this motion lias asked me to allow it to stand ovel till tli.' lath M an h. 
I umleistand that the llon’hle the Member m (barge lias no objection. 
It will, tiiciefoir. stand o\ei till the Idlli March, but of course the 
movei will have to take his < banco m the ballot. 


« The University of Calcutta Amendment Bill, 1923* 

Bahu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : I U*g to intioduce a Bill to amend 
the law relating to tin 1 l mveisiU of ('abutta. 

The Secretary then read the short title of Bill. 

Sir ASUT08H CHAUDHURI ; Sir, shall I 1 h> in order in asking 
you as to whether this is the time for me to move that this Bill may 
lie rejected on the ground of ihcomjietency \ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can move that but you can 
raise a point of order and can ask for my ruling. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Then I would raise a jioint of order. 
I would you as to whether it is com intent for us to take up this 
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legislation. In this connection, may I refer you to the section in the 
Devolution Rules which defines what are provincial subjects and also 
to Sc hedule 1, Part II, of those rules in which is set oul& list of provin- 
cial subjects. You will find that so far as the subjc& of Education is 
concerned, which is numbered 5 in the list, it is lalf down that “ the 
following subjects shall be subject to legislation by the Indian legisla- 
ture, namely, — 

• • * • » 

(in) for a period of five years, from the date of the commencement of these rules, 
the Calcutta University, and the control and organization of secondary education 
in the presidency of Bengal. 

Therefore, it will be seen that Education has been taken out of provin- 
cial subjects for five years. 

It is said that sanction has been given by the Government of India 
under the Government of India Act. But I would draw your attention 
to section 80A of that Act which runs as follows: — 

KOA(f) Tlie local legislature of any province has power, subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act, to make laws for the peace and good Government of 
the territories for the tune being constituting that province. 

The local legislature ol any piownco may, subject to the provisions of the 
sub-section next following, repeal or alter us to that province any law 
made either before or after the commencement of tins Act by any 
authority in British India other than that local legislature 

(.‘0 The local legislature of any province inaj not, without the previous 
sanction of the Governor, make or take into consideration any 
law .... 

My submission is that sub-section (^) provides that the local legislature 
may, subject to the provisions of sub-section (,7), make or alter, as to 
that province any law made either before or after the commencement 
of the Government of India Act. The Calcutta University Act has 
l>een extended to Assam hy tjie Governor-General and that was done, I 
believe, by a notification published in 19)21. That being so, the Calcutta 
University Act extends to two provinces, Assam and Bengal. If that 
is so then how does this Act allow any law to be passed by this Council 
w ith regard to a province which is outside the Presidency of Bengal "f 
The Act simply says you may “ repeal or alter any law' as to that 
province,” that is to say, in this ease, Bengal, and it cannot, therefore, 
affect the province of Assam. My submission to you is this. 

The Bill , provides for the formation of the Senate so far as Bengal 
is concerned. But that would affect Assam also. That being the case, 

I respectfully submit that the Bill is incompetent so far as we are 
concerned, we cannot entertain it. It can be effective only for Bengal 
and it cannot Ik* effective for both Bengal and Assam. Assam is a 
component part of the University and the Governor and the Minister 
for Education of Assam are ex-officio Fellows of the University. The 
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affiliation rules of the Calcutta University also extern! to Assam ftiid^ 
therefore, if this Bill is enacted it would affect Assam equally with 
Bengal. It is no answer to me to say that if Assam does not choose 
to come in this we need not have her. You cannot have legislation here 
which will have the indirect effect of affecting Assam. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Asutosh Chuudhun has nused an extremely 
interesting point of order and he is perfectly justified in raising it. The 
hon’ble memlier’s short point appear* to lie that a local legislature can 
only legislate for the territories comprised within its jurisdiction and 
that, inasmuch as the Calcutta University jh»sscsm»s jurisdiction o\er 
territories outside the Presidency of Port William in Bengal, there- 
fore no Bill can Ik* considered by the Bengal Legislative Council relating 
to that University. The answer apjiears to lm almost equally short. 
The previous sanction of the Governor-General has been obtained to the 
introduction of the twm Bills which stand in tin* names of Balm Jutin- 
dra Nath Basil and Balm Surendra Nath Mallik and m clause 1 of the 
Devolution Rules it is stated quite definitely that the decision of the 
Governor-General is final The clause runs thus: — 

W'tu'H' join doubt ftriHoh i»h to whether n particular matter <1 <m'H o: does not 
relate to a provincial Htibjed, the (iovernor-Cieneral in ('email shit 11 decale whether 
the matter doeh or does not ho relate, and Iuk decision shall la* final 

Tliendore, T hold t hat so far as this Legislative Council is concerned, 
there is no incomjietency If the lion’ hie member lias any quarrel, that 
quamd is with His Excellency the Governor-Gcneml as to whether the 
course he has taken is wise. But as far as this Council is concerned, 
the matter is concluded by the fact that the sanction of the Governor- 
General has lieen received to the introduction of these two Bills. 

8ir A8UT08H CHAUDrfVlRI: But was this i*>int laid Indore His 
Excellency in Council!" And then the fuither question arises which 
1 would ask you to consider. It is this: Did any doubt arise ? The 
Act says “ where any doubt arise-* as to whether a jxirticulnr matter 
does or does not relate to a piovincial subject, etc.” Did any doubt 
arise in this connection!" Was the (question raised as to whether the 
Bills would affect Assam also!" Were these |kji iiIh placed before Ills 
Excellency in Council for decision!" In the absence of any information 
on the point, you cannot presume that any doubt ever arose. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : I am entitled to assume lliut His Excellency the 
Governor-General has been advised in this matter Gy his legal adviser* 
who are well acquainted with the various intricacies of this question and 
as it is perfectly clear from Sir Asutosh’s speech that the question 
is not free from doubt, I am free to assume that that doubt has 
been duly considered by the Governor-General. I do not, however, 
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Vjyant to dismiss Sir Asutosh’s print of order perfunctorily and I will 
give liim a reaHoned ruling on the grounds upon which I am proceeding. 

Under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 45A of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, statutory authority is given to the rules made under 
the Act for the classification of subjects in relation to the functions of 
Government as central and provincial subjects for the purpose of dis- 
tinguishing the functions of local Governments and local legislatuies 
from the functions of the Governor-General in Council and the Indian 
Legislature. 

Under Part 11 of the Schedule to the Devolution Rules, item 5(b) 
("')> the Calcutta University ih a provincial subject, but for a jieriod 
of five years from the date of the commencement of the rules it is 
subject to legislation by the Indian Legislature. 

Under item 4 of Pait 1 ot the schedule to the same rules, legisla- 
tion in regard to the CaJcutta University is a central subject. But 
under section 80A (J) (a) of the Act the local legislature may makie 
laws, regulating any central subject, with the pievious sanction 
of the Governor-General. Uuithei, undei section St I A (.!)(/) of the 
Government of India Act, the local legislature may, with the pre- 
vious sanction of the Governor-General, make laws in resjMMt of 
any provincial subject which is subject to legislation by the Indian 
legislature. Therein! c, irrespective ot the punt as to whether colleges 
in Assam would 1 m> affected by that legislation, there can he no ques- 
tion whatever m my judgment that the local legislature has p>wer to 
legi.slate in regard to the University of Talent ta. 

As the hniThlc member is no doubt awaic, tin* temtoriul juiis- 
diction (d the Madras UniveiMty as defined by notification ot the 
(iovernoi -General includes not only the Presidency o! Foit St George 
hut also (Yylon, which has its own Legislature, as well as the Nizam’s 
Dominions and the State of Mysore. The Madras Legislature has recent- 
ly had Indore it a Bill which frwill reconstitute their University [A 
Member: They have passed the Bill.] Very well. As appears from the 
text of the Bill, it provides that colleges shall be affiliated to the Madias 
University which were afliliatcd to the University of Madras prior to the 
commencement of the Act, which, it is said, has been passed. The 
present legislation, in fact, is not, in my opinion, a question of extra 
territorial legislation, for the Talent ta University is essentially a Bengal 
institution The mere fact that colleges in Assam can hy consent place 
themselves within its jurisdiction does not affect the case, as those 
eolleges remain subject to the jurisdiction of the Assam Legislature so 
far as territorial jurisdiction is concerned. The Assam Legislature 
may, with the consent of the Governor-General, as the Burma Legisla- 
ture has already done, establish a University of its owrn and remove 
those colleges from participation in the privileges of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity. The question whether Assam is in such a financial position 
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as to be able to establish a University of its own possesses no leg^l 
bearing upon the present ease. 

As matters now stand the participation of Assam •colleges in the 
privileges of the Calcutta University continues. The question of the 
constitution of the Calcutta University is not affected thereby: and the 
legislature of this Hiesidencv retains full powei to alter that constitu- 
tion subject to the previous sanction of the ( hoenmr-Henerul. As 1 
read it, the effect of item 41 of Cart I in the Schedule to the Devolu- 
tion Hides is to asset t the powei of the Indian 1/egislatuie to logml lie 
in regard to. let us say. the Calcutta UrmeisiU; but item f>(M of 
Hart 11 of the same schedule must be read along with clause (/) of 
section SO A (•')) of the Act. This is evidently the inlet pictation placed 
by the (iovenmr-tiencrul on the Rules inasmuch a> his sanction to the 
introduction of these Bills has Immui given: and he is the deciding 
authontN undei Rule 4, Hart 1 of the l)e\ohition Rules. 


The Calcutta University Bill, 1923. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to lea\e to — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not ask for leave: you will simjtl\ 
introduce \oui Bill. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 beg to introduce a Hill 
tuithei to amend the Cab utta Cniveisit\ Ait. ISf>7, and the Indian 
l mveisities Act, 1004, with the preMous saiiclion, which is absolutely 
final, of tin* ( »o\ ernoi -( ieneral 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I take the same objection to tiiat 

The Set fetal \ then read out the shoit tille of the Bill. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: With legaid to the finality ques- 
tion, may I iise to a jN>mt of oidei Y You referred to section HO A 
(>i)if). A simple reading of that se< turn shows that it cannot apply 
to cases iegulating any provincial subject 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am always veiy pleased to bear you, Sir 
Asuto’sh, but I do not think we can go on dismissing my i tiling. You 
are perfectly entitled to vom own views, but I cannot allow a discus- 
sion lietween the (’hail and an hon’ble memhci If voii feel that any 
further action is called for in this matter, that action can 1m* taken 
quite irrespective of mvseli and the Dounci]. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I was only jointing out that 
section SO A ( .3 > t / > does not apply. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have eonaidered that ti>o 
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The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 


Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY : I l>e P to move for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill furt ner to amend the Bengal (Cruelty to Animals Act, 1869, 
and to amend the Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920, with the State- 
ment of Objects and Bensons stated therein. 

As the Bill has been more than seven days in the hands of the 
lion’ hie mem tiers, may 1 request Government to elicit opinion from 
public bodies on the Bill? 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill, 1923. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I ask for leave to introduce the Bill 
for the suppression of immoral traffic in Calcutta and its suburbs. 

The (d)ject of this Bill is to provide legislation which will give to 
the authorities such power us will materially aid them in checking the 
evil of commercialized vice, and as will lead to the gradual suppression of 
brothels and immoral traffie 

The means which are suggested in the promised Bill are — 

(a) to amend the present laws with regard to the jwwer of the 

jioliee to order the discontinuance of a house us a brothel; 

(b) to increase the existing jienulties for solicitation and the 

allotment of solicitation; 

(r) to strengthen the hand ol the authorities in regard to taking 
charge of minor girls m brothels; and 

(d) to strengthen the jxnver of the Commissioner of Police with 
regard to the exclusion of procurers, pimp-*, and managers 
of brothels, or sucfi persons as trufiie in prostitution, from 
the limit of his jurisdiction. 

The proposed legislation is the direct (tut come of the steady growth 
of public opinion in the country. Along with |K>lit ical consciousness 
then* has l>een a marked development of the civic consciousness of the 
jKMiple. The acting Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation made a pub- 
lic pronouncement in a public meeting that there are in Calcutta 18.000 
registered prostitutes and 10,000 who are more or less known to be os 
prostitutes and this sent a thrill of horror to the minds of his audience. 
The dragon of lust in Calcutta needs this huge supply for the satisfac- 
tion of his carnal appetite. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Professor Mukherji, a short speech is quite 
enough at the present stage. 
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Prof«»or 8. C. MUKHERJI: It is a short speech: it will take only 
five or six minutes. 

A brisk traffic in minor girls is going on in Calcutta carried on by 
that disgraceful ajiecimen of humanity which goes by the name of 
pimps and procurers who have established a good profiteering business 
out of this trading in helpless innocent human souls. The Calcutta 
vice market needs a regular supply of nlxmt 1,000 girls under 10 years 
of age in brothels to be brought up and trained in prostitution. 

In 1899, the International Conference at Brussels asked all govern- 
ments to use their power to suppress the prostitution of girls under age, 
and to punish with the utmost se\erit\ of the law men and women living 
u jK)ii the earnings of prostitution 

Some of the great arteries — the main thoroughfares— of this premier 
city of Calcutta arc disfigured bv houses of ill-fame— -haunts of unbridled 
license .and drunken debauclien and hotbeds of contagious and \enereal 
diseases. 

It is a matter of profound sorrow tome that then 1 are at least 1 ,f>00 
houses used as brothels which are owned by resjieetable Calcutta land- 
lords who are not ashamed to add to their income from tins tainted 
source. 

In the face of this huge scandal the present provision of the law is 
sadly inad<Hpiate It is not m\ intention at this stag!' to enter 
into a detailed examination of the law as it stands at present Suffice 
it to sav that it is wholK inadequate and this great evil in the mean- 
time is making rapid strides and is a standing disgrace to the fair name 
of Calcutta It is a matter of shame that Calcutta, the centre of 
enlightened public opinion, is lagging hopelessly behind in this matter. 
Colombo, by Ordinance II — 


Mf. PRE8IDENT : Order, order! This is a very interesting sjx»ech 
but it is quite irrelevant at the present stage. 


Professor 8. C. MUKHERJl! I shall skip this portion and shall 
come'to the last paragraph. 

Solicitation and the alx*tment thereof must be severely penalized. 
The girls must be saved. The main thorougfares must I a- cleared of 
these bouses of ill-fame Commercialized vice and immoral traffic in 
girls must be put an end to. Exemplary punishment must lx* meted 
out to pimps and procurers and procuresses. Landlords of Prostitutes' 
houses must be made to feel the weight (A public opinion and brought 
within the pale of law. Brothels must Ik- destroyed — these centres of 
physical iyid moral gangrene. 
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It is a truism you can never make ]>eople moral by legislation. But 
immorality when it assumes a commercial aspect and proves a danger- 
ous menace to the welfare of society must needs be suppressed with the 
aid of law backed by public- opinion. 

With these few remarks I ask for leave to introduce the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjoin tied till 3 c.m. on Monday, the 12th 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


B. S. Piym— 6-3-1923— 3337 J— 1, 606— A. F. A. 
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